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Letter from 
the Publisher 


Welcome to the 2007 issues of Lindy’s college football. This marks our 26th year of 
publishing a college football magazine. 

You will definitely want to check out our national picks beginning on page 8. Why? 
Because the Wall Street Journal did an in-depth study and story of all the pickers over the 
last five years. Lindy’s — as you might have guessed by now — was #1. 

The biggest story in college football this season is Nick Saban’s return to college coach- 
ing at Alabama. Beginning on page 18, Lindy’ chronicles the very tumultuous 25 years at 
Bama since the legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant retired in 1982 (Lindy's first year). 

Lindy’s continues to improve its Web site. Be sure to check out the additional player 
ratings at www.lindyssports.com. 

My oldest brother Mike passed away suddenly this past November. My father passed 
father believed in me when 
only a dad could and my brother passed his passion for college football down to his little 
brother. 


away in 2003. I would like to dedicate these issues to them. } 


Have a great season! As always your comments and suggestions are appreciated. 


Sincerely, 


Lindy Davis 
Publisher 


PS. On page 59, you will see how you can participate in a readership survey. 
Your help would be greatly appreciated and you could win some Sugar Bowl tickers. 
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NA TIONAL 


King of L.A. has it on 


autopilot 


oan 


to another national title 


Unless you're a Trojan, you probably hope some 
NFL team dangles a monstrous enough carrot (Brinks 
truck full of cash, team ownership, full control 
whatever) that finally lures away the King of L.A. 

Because if Pete Carroll stays at Southern Cal- 
ifornia for much longer, the annual race to the BCS 
championship game is going to become a yearly chase “to see who gets 
to play SC.” 

He has the best gig going in college football, with five consecutive 
Pac-10 titles, three Heismans, two national titles (and one shoestring tack- 
le of Vince Young from a third). 

In what amounted to a rebuilding year, USC last season won 
11 games, humbled Michigan in the Rose Bowl, and probably was a tipped 
pass away from yet another national title shot. 

This is not a rebuilding year for the Trojans. This is a year in which 
they are the only reasonable choice for No. 1. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The defense is fast enough to inflict whiplash 
and windburn. The linebackers are a Top 5 group nationally —and we're 


8 Linoy'’s Sports ANNUALS 


just talking about USC's second team. The starting defense has about seven 
potential All-Americans, including all three linebackers and defensive 
tackle Sedrick Ellis. 

The offense has enough Parade All-American running backs to 

.. Well, hold a parade. When USC hits the field for fall practice, seven 
(!) ex-Parade All-Americans will line up to take carries. Say this about 
these guys: they're not afraid of competition. 

THE BAD NEWS: Everybody is gunning for the Trojans, and there 
is plenty of potential payback out there in games at Nebraska and Cal, 
and, we suppose, ata rebuilding Notre Dame. QB John David Booty can't 
have key late-game passes batted down anymore. He will be working 
with two new starting receivers. 

UCLA was emboldened by last season's victory against USC and 
will be waiting to trip up the Trojans once again. 

R CALL: That Rose Bowl win over the Wolverines, combined 
with 10 returning starters on defense and an embarrassing abundance 
of talent of offense, makes it perfectly clear: This USC edition is the real 
deal 
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LSU 


Who needs a QB? Bengals have everything else 
What we usually like to see in a national title con- 
tender is a great defensive line (Glenn Dorsey, Tyson 
Jackson, check, check) and a talented, experienced quarterback. OK, then 
.» We'll make an exception. The Tigers’ QB situation has to be taken with 
abit of faith, although LSU has the moving parts to make it work — either 
steady senior Matt Flynn or sophomore Ryan Perilloux, who is a mighty 
fine, mighty fast moving part. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Tigers have their pick of running backs and 
playmakers at receiver, such as Early Doucet and Brandon LaFell. Who- 
ever gets past the defensive line will be wiped out by head-hunting line- 
backers. No drop-off is expected from a defense that ranked third in the 
nation. 

THE BAD NEWS: The optimism can be tempered, albeit not coun- 
tered, with the loss of three very important people — quarterback JaMar- 
cus Russell, free safety LaRon Landry and offensive coordinator Jimbo 
Fisher. Nick Saban is waiting to wreck things on Nov. 3 when LSU goes 
to Alabama. 

0 ALL: The SEC, while deep as usual, has a more manageable 
field of elite teams this year, and LSU's league schedule is favorable. All 
roads lead right back “home” — in New Orleans for the BCS champi- 
‘onship game. 


3. MICHIGAN 


Stars are back, will title follow? 

A year after Ohio State dominated the Big Ten, it's 

Michigan's conference to lose this time. Don'texpect 
Lloyd Carr to blow it. Despite his critics, only a handful of his peers are 
more consistent. Even fewer have the offensive firepower Michigan pos- 
sesses this season. Still, you wonder if this won't be like last season with 
an SEC team edging out the Wolverines for the second spot in the BCS 
title game. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Offensive tackle Jake Long, quarterback Chad 
Henne and running back Mike Hart all decided to return instead of chas- 
ing mega-bucks in the NFL. That means Carr will be able to pound oppo- 
ents into submission, at least with his offense. 

THE BAD NEWS: One of the (seemingly) all-time Michigan defens- 
es went bust against Ohio State and USC. Carr must replace four All-Big 
Ten performers — Alan Branch, Leon Hall, David Harris and LaMarr Wood- 
ley. A trip to Wisconsin looms large. As always, Ohio State looms larger. 

Was it foreshadowing that the previously great defense 
gave up a combined 74 points in the last two games? We say yes. The Wolver- 
ines will win a watered down Big Ten, but will get tripped up somewhere. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


More than just a trendy pick nowadays 

Nobody doubts West Virginia anymore. The BCS is 
Not a strange and distant land for the Mountaineers. 
And how’s this for acting like one of the big boys: Rich Rodriguez turned 
down Ala-freakin'-Bama to stay in Morgantown. Of course he did. He has 
a better team. With seven returning starters on both sides of the line, West 


Virginia is aiming for its third consecutive 11-win season ... or better. 
THE GOOD NEWS: If OB Pat White, last season’s Big East Offen- 
sive Player of the Year, doesn't make a strong run at the Heisman, RB Steve 
Slaton could. The offense will be a disappointment if it doesn’t average 
40 points a game. The biggest one is at home — Louisville on Nov. 8. 
THE BAD NEWS: Something went awry with the 3-3-5 defense in 
the second half of the season, as the Mountaineers allowed 32 points per 
game. The secondary and the pass rush must improve. White and Slaton 
take a lot of hits; an injury to either would be devastating 
{ts no longer trendy, or gutsy, or laughable, to pick West 
Virginia asa prime contender for the national title. With White and Slaton 
both juniors, this is another go-for-it season. 
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“Gotta do it ek in, week out 


The Horns have won at least 10 games in six con- 

secutive seasons. They're loaded again and are the 
perfectly logical, perfectly reasonable choice to win the Big 12. It's just 
‘a matter of Texas showing up week after week. Last year’s losses to Kansas 
State and Texas A&M cost the Longhorns the conference title. Hmmm. 
What did we say about showing up every week? Five of the last seven this 
season are away from home, so the traps are set. 

THE GOOD NEWS: OB Colt McCoy looks like a top Heisman con- 
tender with a bigger body and more experience. Midway through last sea- 
son, he arguably was the best player in the country. The offense will fly 
with McCoy, WR Limas Sweed, RB Jamaal Charles, etc. 

THE BAD NEWS: The secondary was one of the bigger conun- 
drums of the season. Aaron Ross won the Thorpe Award. Michael Griffin 
and Tarell Brown were considered NFL talents. Yet, this unit finished near 
the bottom in pass defense and was frequently toast. How will it be 
stronger? 

OUR CALL: The Horns reload and should be hungry. An Alamo 
Bowl appearance just won't cut it most years. Texas has the goods to 
reach late November with all the big prizes still in play. 

i / , WISCONSIN 
No easy road this time, but they don’t need it 
w ~ The Badgers’ argument that their 12-1 season should 
have earned them a BCS bowl last season fails to 
Mention that they didn’t beat Michigan when they had the chance, and 
they didn’t beat many other teams of consequence. The Badgers beat two 
teams with winning records during the regular season. No more excus- 
es —and no more free passes, as the ‘06 schedule of cream puffs morphs 
into dates at Ohio State and Penn State and a home game against Michi- 
gan. Whatever the Badgers get this season, they will earn. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Yes, Bret Bielema is that good ... Yes, it 
doesn't matter that neither you nor Bielema knows who the starting quar- 
terback will be (that rarely matters in Madison) ... Yes, P.J. Hill will carry 
the load and become the next great Badgers tailback. 

THE BAD NEWS: The left tackle won't be able to carry the offense 
again. Outland Trophy winner Joe Thomas is gone. Sophomore Jake 
Bscherer (6-7, 297) and redshirt freshman Gabe Carimi (6-8, 292) will 
try. 

OUR CALL: It's been a /oooong wait for the Badgers. Eight years, to 
be exact, since the last Rose Bowl. It'll be a long wait this season, too. The 
key games — at Ohio State, home vs. Michigan — come in November. 

y. TENNESSEE 

About time to get back to a BCS game 

Tennessee, national champion way back in 1998, 

hasn't been back to a BCS bowl game since 1999, 
and hasn't had a Top 10 finish since 2001. Since then LSU and Florida have 
won national titles. Auburn went undefeated. Georgia has had four final 
Top 10 rankings. South Carolina hired Steve Spurrier. Alabama has answered 
with Nick Saban. For those wearing orange, it's about time to feel nation- 
ally relevant again. 

THE GOOD NEWS: 08 Erik Ainge is a senior who finally seems 
to “get it,” and he has a new toy to play with this fall —a no-huddle 
offense. If he doesn’t want to pass, a trio of running backs know what to 
do with the ball, LSU is off the schedule. 

THE BAD NEWS: There is inexperience at defensive tackle and in 
the secondary, and no break-in time for the new starters. An opener at Cal 
is followed with a home game against C-USA East favorite Southern Miss, 
which is followed by a trip to The Swamp. 

L: The early schedule will tell us if Tennessee is ready to 
rejoin the national elite. But even a stumble or two won't rule out a run to 
the SEC title game behind a senior quarterback. 
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VIRGINIA TECH 


Proud program seeks consistency 

It's impossible to reference the Hokies’ season with- 
ut the context of the tragedy on campus in April 
and how it affects the Blacksburg community. The football team undoubt- 
edly will embrace the opportunity to do what LSU football did in 2005 for 
its hurricane-ravaged region — provide comfort and good cheer by win- 
ning a lot of games. Said coach Frank Beamer: “We're going to be even 
more proud and it’s going to draw us closer together.” 

THE GOOD NEWS: Defense is the thing, with eight starters back 
from a unit that allowed 11.0 points and 219.5 yards per game. Three 
defenders will press for All-American honors —LBs Vince Hall and Xavier 
Adibi, and CB Brandon Flowers 

THE BAD NEWS: The play of QB Sean Glennon — 11 TDs and 
11 interceptions in his first year as a starter — doesn't scream “national 
championship!” A game at LSU in the second week of the season could 
end those hopes in a hurry, anyway (or spur them, of course). Consisten- 
cy has been elusive, 


UR CAL 


* You might as well shake up the top several teams in 
the Acc and pull names out ofa hat. It's that ridiculously close. Why Tech? 
The defense and a league road schedule that largely can be handled 


, LOUISVILLE 


c 
(2) 
Z| Can Kragthorpe keep machine humming? 

Pfluisrite Three points, That's what kept Louisville out of last 

season's national championship picture. A three- 
point loss in November at Rutgers was the difference between a Big East 
title and a shot at the national title (and Florida is grateful because the 
Gators would otherwise have been locked out). As it turned out, their first 
BCS game (and victory) carried the Cardinals through the offseason to 
another title shot, The biggest impediment this time is a trip to West 
Virginia. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Injury-prone quarterback Brian Brohm not 
only returned earlier than expected from a thumb injury, but he returned 
for his senior season. The Cardinals aren't USC-deep at tailback, but they 
are plenty deep. Harry Douglas is All-American quality at receiver, and 
Mario Urrutia isn't bad, either. 

THE BAD NEWS: Despite a smooth transition from Bobby Petri- 
no to Steve Kragthorpe, there has to be a kernel of doubt in Louisville, It’s 
not bad news, just a question: Can Kragthrope keep this machine hum- 
ming? 

OUR CALL: Louisville will be undefeated when it travels to West 
Virginia in November, That result will determine its Big East and national 
title fate. 


.O, OKLAHOMA 


Dark days don’t mean it’s twilight 

For the first time in the Stoops era, Oklahoma is in 
adark place. The NCAA poked around after the Big 
Red Imports scandal. Bob Stoops became uncooperative with the media. 
There is uncertainty at quarterback. Tricky Boise State made Oklahoma 
victim of one of the best bow! games ever. Didn't these guys win the 
Big 12 last year? Let’s not feel too bad for them. They return 16 starters 
from a team that won 10 games. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Depth at tailback will make up for the loss of 
Adrian Peterson. We know this because Allen Patrick and Chris Brown 
already did it last season, and DeMarco Murray was a spring game flash. 
The receivers are deep and fab, too, so there's one big question 

THE BAD NEWS: Who is going to be handing off and passing the 
ball? No quarterback has stepped forward to replace Paul Thompson. The 
departure of three defensive ends and two linebackers leaves a playmak- 
ing void; they combined for 45.5 tackles for loss last year. 

OUR C It's a one-game season again and Texas has won the 
past two meetings handily. Oklahoma is going to have to close the quar- 
terback gap on the Longhorns to get back into the favorite’s role. 
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FLORIDA 


Rebuilding toward another big run 

Welcome to the first year of the rest of your career, 
Urban Meyer. He became the third coach this decade. 
to win a national championship in his second year at a school. For an 
encore? Cut him a bit of slack. The university can’t win at everything, The 
Gators are just too dang young to repeat as national champs this year, but 
everyone could be chasing them again in 2008. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Quarterback Tim Tebow, a Heisman candidate 
before his first start, already owns the campus. Now it’s his offense, too. 
It will be one of the strongest in the nation with Tebow, WR Percy Harvin, 
WR Andre Caldwell and ... well, somebody at tailback. 

THE BAD NEWS: Like Ohio State's Jim Tressel before last sea- 
son, Meyer must replace nine starters on defense. Unlike Tressel, Meyer 
hasn't had years to groom his replacements. Expect some shootouts in 
The sail ty just like the old days! 

L: There's a lot of revenge waiting out there, Trips to LSU, 
Kentucky and ‘South Carolina means Gator Nation will be lucky to get 
a return trip to Atlanta (aka SEC East title) in this rebuilding year. 


CALIFORNIA 


Second best in the West ain’t bad 

Let's see ... should we call him “Tedford the all- 

knowing Bear” or “Mighty Tedford, master of all 
knowledge.” That's how a Cal grad and daily comic strip writer referred 
to Jeff Tedford in print last year. Animal characters climb a mountain to 
find a helmeted bear. “The key to eternal happiness?” one asks. “Avoid 
testy turnovers,” Mighty Tedford answers. Yeah, that, and having DeSean 

jackson. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Sixteen starters return from a 10-3 team that 
ran through Texas A&M 45-10 in the Holiday Bowl. Jackson is the best 
returner in college football, and might be the best receiver, too. QB Nate 
Longshore has been through the fire and should be steadier, 

THE BAD NEWS: Departed stars include the Pac-10 Player of the 
Year for offense (RB Marshawn Lynch) and defense (CB Daymeion Hugh- 
és), The defensive front is the biggest question for a team that could use 
‘a more reliable pass rush. 

OUR CALL; So, Cal is second best in the Pac-10. That will be eas- 
ier to take this time if the Bears muster some revenge on Tennessee in the 
Opener and go on to a BCS at-large berth. For that, they better avoid 


costly turnovers. 
0 t The Buckeyes can’t rub their eyes and make last 
season's BCS championship game go away, and no. 
amount of wishing will bring back Heisman-winning quarterback Troy 
‘Smith and three other playmakers who left early —WRs Ted Ginn Jr. and 
Anthony Gonzalez, and RB Antonio Pittman. But, hey, this is Ohio State, 
The Buckeyes don’t sweat the vacancies. They have averaged 11 victories 
in the past five seasons, come what may. 
THE GOOD NEWS: OSU has the potential for a winning formula 
— pound the ball with 230-pound sophomore Chris Wells and clean up 
messes on defense with one of the nation’s top group of linebackers. 
LB James Laurinaitis, CB Malcolm Jenkins and DE Vernon Gholston are 
cornerstones on D. 
THE BAD NEWS: It's hard to express greatness when only 
10 starting position players return, and there are a mere five scholarship 
seniors on the entire roster. Todd Boeckman, or whoever takes over at 
QB, has to get in sync with new Starting receivers. 
5 Don't count 'em out. The schedule sets up for a fast 


OHIO STATE 


Somehow, they get to play underdog role 


start, and d the Buckeyes still have that voodoo hex on Michigan. BCS title 
game? No. Big Ten title? Ohio State could steal one in a “down” year, 
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TCSII | WEARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE? 


THE EASIEST WAY TO GET THAT EXTRA 10 YARD: 


GAME OVER. INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 2007 GMC SIERRA. THE OFFICIAL VEHICLE OF THE NFL. 


ARKANSAS 


DBS . 


a fl Rough offseason toughens ‘em up? 
Coach Houston Nutt must feel like he was pum- 
meled with sandbags this offseason. Parents com- 
plained about their sons’ playing time. Star recruits Damian Williams and 
Mitch Mustain bolted after one year. So, too, did their ex-high school 
coach and Hogs offensive coordinator Gus Malzahn. Nutt had to answer 
for cell-phone records released on the Internet. But at the end of the day, 
he still has the best player in America — Darren McFadden. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Who knows when a talent like McFadden will 
come through Fayetteville again, and Nutt intends to squeeze all the pro- 
duction he can from the junior. RB Felix Jones is the best No. 2 running 
back in the nation. Southern California (120 points in past two seasons 
vs. Hogs) is off the schedule. 

THE BAD NEWS: Given the offseason turmoil and the retirement 
of athletic director Frank Broyles, Nutt can't afford to have a season that 
falls short of expectations. He'll have to navigate the SEC with a defense 
that lost two early to the NFL and returns only four starters. 

OUR CALL: The non-conference schedule is embarrassingly sim- 
ple, setting up what should be at least a nine-win regular season. With McFad- 
den, something even a little better is possible, although wrestling the West 
away from LSU might be too tough. 

T Ed. TCU 

Tt | Looking for turn as BCS gate-crasher 

While TCU has spent most of the decade knocking 

loudly, the BCS door was eventually kicked in, first 
by Utah and then more spectacularly by Boise State, This time, the Horned 
Frogs could finally be the ones busting up the joint. Gary Patterson's teams 
have won at least 10 games in four of the past five seasons, and reach- 
ing double-digit victories will be the least expectation for what should be 
the most major of the mid-majors. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Nine starters return from one of the nation’s 
stingiest defenses, and DE Tommy Blake will make a run for All-America 
honors. The Frogs were third in the nation last season, allowing 
12.3 points per game. RB Aaron Brown is a versatile weapon in an offense 
that has plenty of giddy-up. 

THE BAD NEWS: The 0B position remains in flux, although Mar- 
cus Jackson has winning experience as an injury replacement and is the 
top candidate to replace Jeff Ballard. The path to perfection is blocked by 
a game at Texas, but if Boise can beat Oklahoma .. 

OUR C TCU should smother its MWC opponents, and that will 
be the key. If the only blemish on the schedule is a loss at Texas ... well, 
the polls should be forgiving — how about the computers? The Frogs 
need to finish No. 12 or better for a certain BCS spot. 

= 
, RUTGERS 

Get used to seeing Jersey up here 

The Scarlet Knights became a program last year — 

a program that in any given year can compete for 
the Big East championship (anda BCS game). Thank athletic director Bob 
Mulcahy, who stayed with his guy when times were bad, and Greg Schi- 
ano, who stayed when Miami came calling. If Schiano stays through the 
terms of his contract ($1.5 million through 2016), those league titles will 
come ... and, who knows, maybe even a real run at a national title. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Former Syracuse recruit Ray Rice is a Heis- 
man favorite after rushing for almost 1,800 yards, The defense —the line 
and the secondary — can really run and cause all kinds of problems. 
Kicker Jeremy Ito is a nice player to have in close games. 

THE BAD NEWS: Quarterback Mike Teel (13 interceptions, 
12 touchdowns) is going to have to get a lot better to lead Rutgers to the 
next level. Schiano will have to find a blocking back/pass catcher/good- 
guy leader now that Brian Leonard is off to the NFL. 

0 Rutgers is part of the Big Three in Big East with Louisville 
and West Virginia. So, why are the Knights the least of those three? Check 
the quarterback situation and see for yourself. 


17. GEORGIA 


Stafford’s growth offers possible payoff 
When last seen, the Dawgs were beating national- 
ly ranked Auburn, Georgia Tech and Virginia Tech 
to end the season. To pick up where they left off, sophomore Matthew 
Stafford is going to have to pick up where he left off. “Once he quit turn- 
ing the ball over, we began to win again,” coach Mark Richt said, Stafford’s 
experience alone should mean that the Bulldogs will do better than their 
4-4 SEC record of last season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Georgia has the best secondary in the SEC, 
led by CB Paul Oliver, and a clutch kicker in Brandon Coutu. The running 
backs rank behind only Arkansas, with redshirt freshman Knowshon 
Moreno ready to share some carries with veterans Kreg Lumpkin and Thomas 
Brown. 
THE BAD NEWS: In the manly world of SEC football, having six 
new starters on the defensive front seven is no way to win the league. 
Neither is this: The projected starters on the offensive line include a true 
freshman, a redshirt freshman and a junior college transfer. 

OUR CALL: Mark Richt has brought in six consecutive 
Top 10 recruiting classes, so it's not like he’s putting fish food (ahem, 
Gator bait) out the field, no matter how young. Still, wait for '08. 


5B. TEXAS A&M 


A M Just about time to finish the roof? 

It's about time. Dennis Franchione’s entire career 

arc has been about rebuilding (well, Alabama fans 
will say it’s also about failing to “hold the rope”), and this is his fifth sea- 
son in College Station without much to show for it. He's just 25-23 as an 
Aggie, but there are signs. Good signs. Like a win over Texas last season. 
Like having 15 starters back, nine on offense, Like having strength and 
speed. Like having a QB, Stephen McGee, who spits nails. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The thunder-and-lightning motif might be 
overdone for tailback combinations, but you can’t resist with 274-pound 
Jorvorskie Lane and Mike Goodson. The O-line is one of the most expe- 
rienced around. The offense can eat clock with the best of them. 

THE BAD NEWS: Look no further than the schedule. This is it. 
The Aggies play at Miami, and while the ‘Canes ain't what they used to be 
they're still Miami. Big 12 play brings games at Texas Tech, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma and Missouri. 

OUR CALL: Love the team, hate the schedule. Those four Big 12 
road games we just mentioned ... A&M is 2-13 at those places since the 
Big 12 began. 


1m 


D>. HAWAII 


Taking a turn at WAC controls 

Boise State has won or shared the past five WAC. 
titles, and now comes the team that can pry the 
Broncos’ death grip from the trophy ... and possibly steal their BCS thun- 
der. Hawaii, with its Heisman-caliber quarterback and tough-guy Islanders, 
not only led the nation in vowels last season, it led in scoring. The War- 
riors should — will — do so again with a barrage of laser-guided throws 
from senior Colt Brennan. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Brennan is a legit Top-10 NFL talent, and his 
top trio of receivers are back, too. All they did last season was accumu- 
late 3,168 receiving yards and 36 touchdowns. WAC heavyweights Boise 
State and Fresno State each travel to Honolulu this season. 

THE BAD NEWS: The non-conference schedule isn’t as tough as 
usual (harder to find BCS teams to be victims in Hawaii), which will hurt 
BCS at-large possibilities. Hawaii loses four All-WAC linemen — two on 
each side of the ball 

( CALL: Hawaii has yet to win an outright WAC championship 
(ithas two co-titles on its resume) and if not now, when? The offense, the 
schedule and a predicted step back from Boise State add up to champi- 
onship. 
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<0, WAKE FOREST 


Don't dismiss as a one-year wonder 

Many figure the defending ACC champs (man, it 
still feels weird to say that) won't be BCS timber 
this time around. We're not so sure. If a big-name program such as Flori- 
da State or Miami returned 14 starters and a rising star quarterback, you 
could bet that they would not be so easily dismissed. With Jim Grobe's 
redshirt program, the Demon Deacons are still stocked with fourth- and 
fifth-year players who now know how to win. 

THE GOOD NEWS: 0B Riley Skinner was just a guy recruited by 
no other Division |-A school — before he took over in last season's open- 
er and earned second-team All-ACC honors. He's a wily sophomore now, 
and the misdirection offense gets back RB Micah Andrews from injury. 

THE BAD NEWS: Wake walked the ledge last season, going 5-0 
in games decided by a touchdown or less. Season-opening games — at 
Boston College and home to Nebraska —will show if Wake Forest has retained 
the We . and if the defense can maintain its stature. 

JR CALL; Will Wake come crashing back to earth after the eupho- 
ria of 2006? Maybe, but it should be a good team again — one that 
deserves that benefit of the doubt based on its ability, not its name. 


FLORIDA STATE 


Staff changes suggest new urgency 

It’s all about the Bowdens, With a major staff reshuf- 
fle, FSU fans still get to love Bobby Bowden, no 
longer have to boo deposed offensive coordinator Jeff Bowden ... and 
because of those first two things, might no longer have to fear Tommy Bow- 
den (his Clemson team has won two ina row over daddy). There's a whole 
new feeling in Tallahassee because of the five new assistants, as Bobby 
brought back Chuck Amato and stole offensive coordinator Jimbo Fisher 
from LSU, 

THE GOOD NEWS: The talent is there. That hasn't been the ques- 
tion, even as the ‘Noles lost 11 games the past two years. Eleven! Or the 
same number of games FSU lost from 1991 through 1999. Anyway ... expect 
more toughness and intensity to go with that talent, 

THE BAD NEWS; Why has it been so hard lately to find a fran- 
chise QB? Drew Weatherford and Xavier Lee haven't been it, but again 
they will battle for the right to be the starter. The linebacker position took 
a hit with the loss of Buster Davis and Lawrence Timmons. 

J L: Bobby Bowden probably is giving this coaching thing 
‘one more fling with the staff changes. If they work, he can turn back the 
clock to the 1990s. If they don’t, what's next, Bobby? 


sa UCLA 


Ask Trojans how good these guys can be 

The Bruins return 10 starters from a defense that 
produced this final: UCLA 13, USC 9. No assistant 
coach in the country did more last season than defensive coordinator 
DeWayne Walker. It was like he was Mickey in Rocky, transforming a slug- 
gish fighter into one that could eat lightning. UCLA, which had the sec- 
ond-worst run defense in the nation in 2005, raced up the charts last 
season to ninth, That's where they should stay this year. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Bruins also return 10 starters on offense, 
and have two quarterbacks they can win with — Ben Olson and Patrick 
Cowan — with Olson winning the job in spring. DE Bruce Davis had 
412.5 sacks last season, Chris Markey is a 1,000-yard rusher. 

THE BAD NEWS: All-American kicker Justin Medlock came to the 
rescue last season when the offense bogged down. UCLA needs to be bet- 
ter in the red zone, Karl Dorrell is still searching for stability on offense; 
he's on his fourth coordinator in five years. 

L This is UCLA's time. Nine of the defensive starters are 
seniors. Seven offensive starters are seniors. If the Bruins could be trust- 
ed to be more consistent, the ranking would be even higher. 


GATS ANNUALS 


23. AUBURN 


Overshadowed in offseason, but they'll be fine 
There was a little something going on this offsea- 
son at that cross-state school in Tuscaloosa, but 
Tigers fans happily remind the Tide faithful about which team has won five 
ina row in the series. And, oh by the way, Tommy Tuberville is 3-2 against 
ex-LSU coach Nick Saban. This won't be the best team Tuberville has put 
out there, but he’s basically been good for eight or nine wins while reload- 
ing ... and he gets Saint Nick at home this year. 

THE GOOD NEWS: 08 Brandon Cox has had his ups and downs, 
but he’s a senior quarterback who should have a good year with a talent- 
ed group of young runners. The defensive line, with Quentin Groves and 
Sen’Derrick Marks, is one of the best in the SEC. 

THE BAD NEWS: Auburn plays only four road games (hey, that's 
good!), but might not be favored in any (hey, that’s bad), The Tigers go 
to Florida, Arkansas, LSU and Georgia, and have to replace their leading 
Tusher, receiver, tackler, cornerback and all-star punting/kicking combo. 

R CALL; It’s not unreasonable to think that Auburn will take 
care of al ofits business at home, So, no matter what happens on the road, 
that’s at least an 8-4 regular season ... which translates nicely into 
No. 23 in the country, we'd say. 


= BOSTON COLLEGE 


Turning loose the offense: Good or bad? 
The Steady Eddie Eagles are different. Not a lot dif- 
ferent. They don’t need to be. Eighteen starters are back from a team that 
went 10-3, so this doesn’t need to be a case of BC Gone Wild. But the man. 
roaming the sideline is no longer the stolid Tom O'Brien, it is Jeff Jagodzin- 
ski, and the ex-Green Bay offensive coordinator will be a little more loosey- 
goosey with the playbook. It’s a perfect time to do that because senior 
QB Matt Ryan is the best in the ACC. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The entire defensive front seven returns, includ- 
ing immovable tackle B.J. Raji, The power running games still there with 


Veterans L.V. Whitworth and Andre Callender. Jeff Smith, a more electric 
Tuner, needs touches, too, 

THE BAD NEWS: Offensive line coach Jim Turner resigned in late 
April over philosophical differences in the direction of the program. Hmmm. 
The jury is out on Jagodzinski, who has a strong resume as an assistant, 
but has never been a head coach before. 

DUR L: Those three losses last season came by a total of 

12 points. Ina pick-em ACC, BC has as good a shot as any. But what if 

eight, nine wins and a non-New Year's Bowl is simply this program's level? 

©, NEBRASKA 
uke: Big Red baby steps in the right direction 

Huskers fans haven't appreciated the fact that 

Bill Callahan has improved in each of his three sea- 

sons. Some Big Red fans, though, are running out of patience. Let's take 

baby steps first. Big 12 North last year. Big 12 this year? OK, that's too 

much to ask. Thing is, it does look like the Nebraska product on the field 

could be better again, but the hardest part is overtaking the now-estab- 
lished monsters of the Big 12. 

THE GOOD NEWS; Callahan has had time to recruit his type of offen- 
sive talent, which is significant. Arizona State transfer Sam Keller and 
Joe Ganz were portrayed as being neck-and-neck at quarterback. Go with 
Keller and his pro arm. The spring injury to TB Marlon Lucky was omi- 
Nous, but he should be OK for fall. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Huskers have to beat somebody. They got 
to 9-5 last year playing respectably, but losing to USC, Texas, Oklahoma 
and Auburn. A rematch with USC in Lincoln in September will show if 
Nebraska is ready to join the national stage again. 

SAL: Look for more improvement, but not as fast as Nebraskans 
want. Count on the Huskers stiff-arming an explosive Missouri team for 
a division title, with Big Red getting nine or 10 wins and a nice bowl game. 
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D21 BYU (-3) Oregon 38-8 W 
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ILLUSTRATION BY-TIM WILLIAMS 


A quarter century after Bear ... 
... has Bama finally found a worthy replacement? 


BY BEN COOK 


With the words, “There comes a time in every profession when you need to hang it up and that time has 
come for me,” Paul W. Bryant ended his 25 years as the head football coach of the Alabama Crimson Tide. 

On that rainy moming of December 15, 1982, the couple of hundred people gathered in the meeting room on 
the second floor of the Alabama athletic complex knew they were seeing the end of an era — an era of greatness. 

“This is my school ... my alma mater ... and I love it,” Bryant said with deep conviction. 

“T love the players, but in my opinion, they deserve better coaching than they've been getting from me 
this year and my stepping down is an effort to see that they get better coaching from someone else.” 

In the 25 years since, that hasn't happened. 

Those watching the legendary coach step down that day didn’t realize they were also sitting in on the begin- 
ning of what would ultimately be the darkest era in University of Alabama football history. 

In the previous 25 years before that day, Alabama won 13 SEC championships, six national championships, 
232 football games against 46 losses, and had 12 Top Five finishes ... with one football coach. 

In the 24 years since that day, Alabama has gone through two NCAA probations, won three SEC champi- 
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onships, one national championship, 
and experienced just three top five 
finishes ... with seven football coaches 
(plus an interim). 

Over that time, the Crimson Tide 
won 180 football games and lost 105. 
In the process, Alabama has gone 

from being one of the most highly 
respected, elite college football pro- 
grams in the country to a run-of-the- 
mill team sloshing around the middle 
of the SEC West. In the process, its 
head-coaching job became the butt of 
jokes nationally. 


Let's see here ... 

© Two Alabama coaches were dis- 
missed in shame for off-the-field 
improprieties; 

© Two stepped down the coaching lad- 
der to bottom-feeding jobs (one in 
the NFL and one in the conference); 

© One skipped town rather than face 
the NCAA storm; 

© One was dismissed because of stub- 
bornness; 

* One got fed up and told the school 
to stick it (he was the best one 
to date). 


Being an Alabama fan over the past 
24 years has been tough. 

When Bryant passed the torch to his 
handpicked successor, Ray Perkins, 
there was reason to believe not much 
would change. Perkins had played for 
Bryant, had been one of Bryant's 
favorite players, and had made a posi- 
tive impression as a head coach in the 
NFL with the New York Giants before 
returning to his alma mater. 

But things did change, 

Six weeks after Bryant retired, he 
passed away. Suddenly Perkins became 
not only the head coach but the athlet- 
ic director as well. Perkins was every- 
thing Bryant was not. Perkins was cold 
and aloof to fans and media, but more 
importantly, he appeared cold and aloof 
to the things Bryant had built. 

The most obvious sign — and per- 
haps the biggest mistake Perkins made 
— that things had changed came when 
the 1983 Crimson Tide hit the practice 
field. Bryant’s tower was gone, The 
image of Bryant climbing those winding 
steps to the tower platform and peering 
out over the practice field was dear to 
the heart of every Alabama fan. But in 
the fall of 1983 the tower was nowhere 
to be found. 

Perkins had it torn down and stored 
in a far corner of the athletic complex. 
Maybe Perkins just didn’t like heights 
and figured it was a waste of space, but 
Alabama fans took it as Perkins trying 
to get rid of every sign of Bryant. 

Perkins did put his stamp on the 
Alabama program, though. He brought 
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back something Alabama had not 
endured since before Bryant — 
a losing season. 

Perkins went 5-6 in his second sea- 
son, snapping Alabama's streak of win- 
ning seasons at 26. After four years, 
Perkins took big bucks to take over the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers in the NFL ... 
and soon faded into coaching obscurity. 

Next came the embarrassing three- 
year coaching tenure of Bill Curry, 
years that were highlighted by a 
homecoming loss to Ole Miss in which 
Alabama failed to complete a pass; the 
hurricane game in which Curry refused 
to take his team to play Texas A&M 
because Hurricane Gilbert was sched- 
uled to hit Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula 
800 miles away (which would be like 
canceling a game in Tuscaloosa if a 
hurricane was about to hit Miami); 
and a first trip with an Alabama team 
into Jordan-Hare Stadium in Auburn. 

Following the completion-less game 
against Ole Miss, Curry claimed a dis- 
gruntled fan threw a brick through his 
office window. The move generated a lot 
of talk in the press and deflected criti- 
cism off the coach and onto the insensi- 
tive fan. 

Most folks never took the time to con- 
sider the plausibility of how strong a per- 
son would have to be to throw a brick 
from the ground and break a reinforced 
second-floor window at Coleman 
Coliseum, a feat that would be almost 


impossible unless that person also 
changed his clothes in a telephone booth. 

As for the hurricane game, it just so 
happened that when the game was orig- 
inally scheduled in early September, 
Alabama's starting quarterback David 
Smith was out with a broken collarbone. 

The day of the game dawned bright 
and beautiful in College Station, and 
national television had live shots of stu- 
dents in shorts and halter-tops playing 
Frisbee in the bright sunshine under bril- 
liant blue skies, It was an embarrassment 
that Alabama has never quite lived down. 
By the time the game was rescheduled, 
Smith was healthy and led Alabama to 
a victory, so Curry’s ploy was successful. 

And then, of course, Curry was 
0-for-lifetime against Auburn, which 
didn’t set well with Alabama fans. 

After Curry scurried off to Kentucky 
and out of the coaching spotlight, Gene 
Stallings was named the head coach. 
He was the closest thing to Bryant that 
Alabama could find, and he brought 
the largest amount of success on the 
field to the Capstone since Bryant. 

He also brought the NCAA to town. 

Under Stallings, Alabama won a lot 
of football games and the 1992 
national championship. But also under 
Stallings, Alabama's years of avoiding 
run-ins with the NCAA came to an end 
as the NCAA almost set up a branch 
office in Tuscaloosa. 

Stallings not only battled the NCAA, 
he battled athletic director Bob 
Bockrath. Finally, he had enough and 
walked away from the job after the 
1996 season, but by then the damage 
had been done with the NCAA. 

Since Stallings’ departure, a series 
of coaching blunders have followed. 

In the aftermath of Stallings’ depar- 
ture, Bockrath hired Mike DuBose 
because of a flood of support from 
Alabama supporters, despite the fact 
that Bockrath wanted Frank Beamer 
from Virginia Tech (at a time when he 
probably could have gotten Beamer). 

DuBose posted two losing seasons 
and one surprising SEC championship 
in four years, but he was dismissed 
after an affair with his secretary came 
to light. He lied to university adminis- 
trators in an effort to cover it up, but 
it wasn’t until after a three-win season 
in 2000 that he was shown the door. 

Dennis Franchione came on board 
and had two winning seasons. He 
asked his players to “hold the rope” 
as Alabama tried to weather NCAA 
sanctions, but he abruptly let go of the 
rope himself and bolted for Texas A&M. 

He was replaced by an odd, out-of- 
region, out-of-the-family choice — 
Mike Price from Washington State. 
Price coached one game — the 2003 


Linoy’s Sports Annuats 19 


spring game — and then made an ill- 
fated trip to a strip club and, eventu- 
ally, the unemployment line. 

Price was replaced by the one coach 
who should have been successful — 
Mike Shula. He was young, had the name 
and had been a Tide quarterback himself 
under Ray Perkins. But he had never 
been a head coach before and it showed. 

In Shula’s four years, his teams won 
only one game of substance — against 
Florida in 2005, when the Tide inexpli- 
cably won 10 games. 

In the past 24 years, Alabama has 
lost games to Northem Illinois, 
Louisiana Tech, Hawaii and Central 
Florida. It went through one entire sea- 
son without winning a single game in 
Bryant-Denny Stadium. The Crimson 
Tide had to forfeit 10 games due to 
NCAA sanctions. 

It is those bad times in Tuscaloosa 
that led to the rapid courting and even- 
tual offseason hiring of Nick Saban, 
who won the 2003 BCS national title at 
LSU. Alabama had to have him. 

Tt could not afford to take no for an 
answer, especially after striking out 
with Steve Spurrier and Rich Rodriguez 
and heaven knows who else. When the 
Tide looked like it was getting none of 
its top choices, it just kept going back 
to Saban and upping the ante. Finally, 
in early January, he said yes. 

And Alabama fans rejoiced, figuring 
he might be the one. 

Time will tell, for other schools 
steeped in college football tradition 
have been down this path, fooled as 
they seek to reclaim past glory, pick- 
ing up and discarding coaches like 
peanut shells along the way. 

After Barry Switzer, Oklahoma 
went through Gary Gibbs, Howard 
Schnellenberger and John Blake 
before finding a national champion 
in Bob Stoops. 

After John Robinson, USC tried Ted 
Tollner, Larry Smith, Robinson again, 
and Paul Hackett before finding a mul 
tiple national champion in Pete Carroll. 

Notre Dame has ripped through four 
head coaches in 10 years, including 
George O'Leary, who (like Price at 
Alabama) never coached a game 
because of off-field issues. 

Washington is on its fourth coach 
since Don James stepped down in 1992, 
with the program falling into disrepair. 

It all leads back to this: It is often 
said that pro sports are all about the 
players and college sports are all about 
the coaches. They make the program. 
They are the program. 

Like Bear once was. 

Like Alabama now hopes Nick Saban 
can be. m 
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RAISING THE ROOF [by AntHony GImino 
ON GCOAGHING SALARIES 


Alabama has paid for its ill-fated | 
coaching hires of the past. 

Have they learned? Maybe, but the 
Tide sure is going to have to pay. 

The Crimson Tide, still urgently 
searching for a long-term answer to. 
Bear Bryant, made Nick Saban college 
football's first $4 million a year head 
coach, guaranteeing an eight-year, 
$32-million package to the Miami 
Dolphins coach. All he has to do now is 
beat Auburn and win @ national title. 

It's no longer accurate to say 
salaries for college football head 
coaches — and college basketball 
coaches, for that matter — are esca- 
lating. It’s more like they are strapped 
to a rocket and headed to the stars. 

Tt was only a dozen years ago, in 
1995, when Florida State made Bobby 
Bowden the first million-dollar head 
football coach. How quaint. 

A few years later, Steve Spurrier, 
then at Florida, topped $2 million. 

Heading into the 2001 season, there 
were 18 millionaire head coaches. 

As we head into this season, there 
are close to 50. 

“I thought a million dollars was a 
lot,” NCAA president Myles Brand said 
in the spring, “But when we moved 
away from that — in one case to a $4 
million a year contract — I think we 
have to begin to ask some very hard 
questions, (such as) whether you can 
justify it or not in terms of rate of 
return. It raises the question of pro- 
priety for colleges and universities.” 

It’s a coaching arms race. It's market 
driven. Everyone understands that much, 

If half of the teams in the SEC are 
paying their college football head 
coach at least nearly $1.5 million per, 
Alabama would lose all face if it doled 
out a measly (yes, tongue in cheek 
here) cool mil for the most important 
position in the state. 

If $4 million is today’s rate fora 
coach who has won a national champi- 
onship, as Saban has, then it’s a pret- 
ty good bet that in due time, the ask- 
ing price will be $5 million. 

“There is very much an attitude of T 
don’t want my coach to be caught on 
the short end/” said Arizona athletic 
director Jim Livengood. “The minute 
one or two coaches go up in salary, 
everybody else has to catch him or go 
a dollar above.” 


At the end of Saban’s eight years, 
he might look like a bargain. 

“The market between the NFL and 
the college coaches has collapsed,” 
Brand said. “The pay rates for the very 
highest celebrity coaches are similar.” 

In the meantime, the rift between 
the haves and the have-nots in college 
football keeps growing. Last season, 
the average head coaching salary was 
almost $1 million, according to 
a report in USA Today, 

Teams in the BCS conferences, of 
course, are driving the bus, and a wild 
offseason with 23 coaching changes 
helped steer that bus toward a yet 
unforeseen precipice. 

Where's the breaking point? 

“Each school is going to have to fig- 
ure that out for themselves,” Brand said. 

With the big money comes big pres- 
sure, on athletic directors and coaches, 
Contract extensions provide security 
for no one. 

Arizona State athletic director Lisa 
Love extended the contract of Dirk 
Koetter several months before she fired 
him last year. Mike Shula received a 
$650,000 raise and two extra years on 
his Alabama contract in May 2006. He 
was booted by the end’ of November, 

“One of the reasons we have had so 
many quick coaching changes is that 
people expect change yesterday,” 
Livengood said. “Not today. Not tomor- 
tow. Yesterday.” 

If the whole system seems out of 
whack, consider a radio debate — 
dubbed “Is College Football 
Overemphasized?” 

Yes, it was held more than 50 
years ago. 

Bryant, then the head coach at 
Texas A&M, faced off with an English 
professor, Thomas Mayo. As related in 
the biography, The Last Coach, Bryant 
initially played polite before this 
memorable exchange: 

“Sir, how many people watch you 
give a final exam?” Bryant asked. 

“About 50,” Mayo answered. 

“Well,” Bryant countered, “I have 
50,000 watch me when I give mine, 
every Saturday.” 

Bryant, at the time, was making 
$25,000 per year. 

Tt was a bargain then. 

All these years later, the salary ceil- 
ing is ... well, through the roof. = 


WHEN YOU COME TO PLAY... 


=< 


HIBBETT SPORTS 


For a location near you visit www. hibbett.com 


In the 25 years since Bear Bryant 
walked out of the Liberty Bowl at the 
end of the 1982 season, major college 
football has had 555 head coaches. 

That's an average of 4.66 coaches for 
each of the 119 programs. Not includ- 
ing this year’s 23 new coaches, the 
other 532 guys have graced the side- 
line for an average of only 4.4 years ... 
not surprising, considering the typical 
initial contract at a school is for four 
or five years. That's a lot of turnover, 
and nowhere more than across the 
street from the Bear Bryant Museum. 
Nick Saban is the ninth Alabama coach 
(including an interim) since the Bear 
— about twice the national average. 


535 WHISTLES SINCE THE BEAR... 
IND COUNTING 


Here's a glance at the schools where the 
athletic director needs to be continually 
on the lookout for a head coach: 


ALABAMA | Gene Stallings’ seven 
years is the longest for anybody 
in Tuscaloosa, 


BOISE STATE | Last three left for 
bigs; will Chris Petersen make a 
long-term home? 


Consistency seems to pay: Which 
comes first, the loyalty by the coach 
or the school? Here are the programs 
that have changed coaches only once 
in the past 24 years ... or not at all: 
PENN STATE | Enjoy JoePa while 
you still can — he’s in his 42nd 
season. 

FLORIDA STATE | Enjoy Bobby 
while you still can — he’s in his 
32nd season. 

VIRGINIA TECH | Frank Beamer 
(21st season) is assuming that 
legendary status, 

TENNESSEE | Phillip Fulmer 
(16th) matches Johnny Majors’ 
tenure this year. 

OREGON | After Rich Brooks’ suc- 
cess, Mike Bellotti (13th) has 
taken it to another level. 
FRESNO STATE | Pat Hill (11th) 
fits just as well as Jim Sweeney did. 
IOWA | Kirk Ferentz (ninth) 
replaced Hayden Fry seamlessly. 


SAN JOSE STATE | Dick Tomey 
has stopped the bleeding. 


TULSA | Can Todd Graham win 
AND stay more than one contract? 


WEST VIRGINIA | Don Nehlen- 
to-Rich Rodriguez (seventh) has 
worked out nicely. 


VIRGINIA | Al Groh (seventh) 
needs to get Cavs back in the 
bowl biz. 


10 PROGRAMS | Notre Dame, 
Florida, LSU are almost keeping 
pace with Tide. 


Troy State (Larry Blakeney) and 
South Florida (Jim Leavitt) are starting 
season number 17 and 11 at their schools, 
although they have only been in Div. I-A 
for a short time. 
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COACHING CHANGES IN BCS CONFERENCES 


A conference list is instructive, indicating where the big pressure is. Not surpris- 
ingly, the SEC leads the list. Here’s the school-by-school rundown of how many 
coaches each BCS program has had since the beginning of the 1983 season (in all 
cases we're including interims, which also indicate a higher level of 
instability/dissatisfaction): 


SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE (64) —PACIFIC-10 CONFERENCE (51) 


Tennessee 2 Oregon 2 
Auburn 4 UCLA 4 
Georgia 4 Washington State 4 
Mississippi State 4 Arizona 5: 
Kentucky 5 Washington 5 
Bill Curry Mississippi : 5 Arizona State 6 
South Carolina 5 California 6 
Arkansas 6 Oregon State 6 
Vanderbilt 6 Southern California 6 
Florida 7 Stanford 7 
Louisiana State 7 
Alabama 9 BIG TEN CONFERENCE (45) 
Penn State ih 
BIG 12 CONFERENCE (53) Tawa 2 
Texas A&M 3 Michigan 3 
towaistate 4 Ohio State 3 
Kansas State 4 Purdue 4 
Nebraska 4 Illinois 5 
Texas 4 Indiana 5 
Texas Tech 4 Northwestern 5 
Baylor 5 Wisconsin 5 
Mike Price Colorado 5 Michigan State 6 
Kansas 5 Minnesota 6 
Missouri 5 
Oklahoma 5 BIG EAST CONFERENCE (30) 
Oklahoma State 5 Connecticut (2000) 1 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE (51) South Florida (2005) _1 
Florida State 1 esa ge g 
Ravan Syracuse 3 
Virginia 2 
Virginia Tech 2 Ruther ; B 
Gomsen 4 Gineihina 6 
North Carolina State 4 pOUsye uw 
Wake Forest 4 RSI § 
Maryland _ e MAJOR INDEPENDENTS (7) 
North Carolina 5 Notre Dame 7 
Boston College 6 
Duke 6 
Ponelisn Georgia Tech 6 
Miami, Fla. 6 
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ROCK STAR 


IN SHOULDER PADS 
"FLORIDA'S TIM TEBOW LIVING UP TO THE HYPE 


Tim Tebow is The Chosen One. 
Florida's sophomore quarterback got 
that nickname because that was the title 
‘of an ESPN documentary about his senior 
season at Nease High School in Ponte 

Vedra Beach, Fla. 

But maybe a more appropriate nick- 
name might be Elvis, because in 
Gainesville, Tebow is certainly The King. 

The quarterback at the University of 
Florida is always going to be one of the 
most popular athletes on campus, recog- 
nized wherever he goes and besieged 
with autograph and photo requests, 
but it’s at a different level with Tebow. 


* Danny Wuerffel won the Heisman 
Trophy and national championship in 
1996, but nobody asked him to sign 
a watermelon. 

© Chris Leak just wrapped up a four-year 
career capped by the 2006 national 
title, but nobody asked him to sign 
their nose. 


© Steve Spurrier won the 1966 Heisman 
‘Trophy and returned to lead his alma 
mater to the 96 title and change the 
way football was played in the 
Southeastern Conference, but nobody 
asked him to sign their baby’s head. 


None of them has a Chuck Norris facts- 
style website devoted to them, either — 
www.timtebowfacts.com. 

All that has happened to Tebow since 
he arrived on campus in January 2006. 

“J don’t mind,” the 6-3, 234-pounder 
said of the attention. 

“I don’t want to be that guy who gets 
upset when people come up to me. I still 
love hanging out with people and meet- 
‘ing people. I don’t want to have that 
attitude at all. 

“T want to treat others like I would 
want to be treated. When I was younger 
— I'm not where Danny Wuerffel was — 
but if someone looks up to me (the way 
T looked up to Wuerffel) and I say no, 
then I just think about how I would feel 


BY MICHAEL DIROCCO 


if he treated me like that.” 

The excessive attention was not exactly 
unexpected. Tebow was the No. 1 recruit 
in the country two years ago after throw- 
ing for 9,940 yards and a then-state record 
95 touchdowns in a three-year career. 

ESPN produced a one-hour documen- 
tary, titled The Chosen One, about his 
senior season and his recruitment. It 
highlighted Tebow’s on-field accomplish- 
ments, but also examined his back- 
ground and faith. 

Tebow was home-schooled by his moth- 
er Pam, and his father Bob runs the Bob 
Tebow Evangelistic Association, which for 
the past 15 years has worked to spread 
the Gospel in the Philippines. Tim Tebow 
has traveled to that country and worked 
as a missionary with his father. 

Tebow agreed to announce his college 
choice live on ESPN on Dec. 13, 2005, and 
the documentary aired later that night. 

He endeared himself to his teammates 
and fans — and further added to his 
legend — as soon as he stepped on 
campus. He was such a ferocious 
competitor that he dove across the 
finish line ... during offseason condi- 
tioning drills ... inside the Florida Gym. 

“There was no way he was going to 
win, but he still dove across,” sophomore 
wide receiver Percy Harvin remembered. 
“Everyone was like, ‘Good gracious’ 

“He's got some screws loose, but we 
love it. He works hard, and you've got to 
respect it.” 

Tebow just laughed and shrugged 
when asked why he did it. 

“T like to win, and I hate to lose, and 
that makes me do a lot of crazy stuff some- 
times,” he said. “I was just trying to go out 
there and work hard, and when other peo- 
ple see you go hard, it makes them want to 
go hard, too. A work ethic is contagious.” 

That was Tebow’s first step in becom- 
ing a team leader, and he finished the 
journey in the moments before the 2006 
spring game. 

That's when he tried to jump in the 


Circle of Life drill, in which two players are 
matched one-on-one, offense vs. defense. 
Tebow was just settling into his stance, 
ready for the confrontation, when coach 
Urban Meyer grabbed him by the nape of 
the shoulder pads and pulled him away, 
eager to preserve his star recruit’s health. 

‘Tebow got all the contact he wanted 
during his freshman season. Playing in 
spot duty behind Leak, Tebow was the 
Gators’ second-leading rusher (469 yards, 
eight TDs). 

There’s no concern about Tebow’s abili- 
ty as a runner, but there was some con- 
cern about the lefthander as a passer 
when the Gators began spring practice in 
March. A sore left shoulder, of all things, 
helped him allay those fears. 

The ache forced Tebow to alter his 
mechanics and throwing motion through- 
out Florida’s spring practice. That helped 
him leam to make different throws. 

“He had to really pay attention and 
adjust his throwing motion slightly,” 
offensive coordinator Dan Mullen said. 
“By doing that it really caused him to 
focus on how to throw the ball the right 
way. It’s really helped him develop a 
touch, develop balance, develop consis- 
tency and accuracy in his throws.” 

Tebow showed all those things in 
Florida’s spring game, completing 17 of 27 
passes for 216 yards and three touchdowns. 

“He's ready to go,” Meyer said. “Tim 
Tebow is ready to play quarterback at 
Florida.” 

But is he ready to continue to handle 
the attention he gets? Tebow says yes 
because he’s had enough practice by now. 

“I can remember the first time he 
went out with us,” said center Steve 
Rissler, who graduated in May. “He'd just 
be sitting back in a chair and these girls 
would just come and dance on him. He 
wouldn't really know what to do. 

“He'd just kind of sit there and kind of 
look at them, and then they'd walk away. 
Then another one would come up.” 

Just like Elvis. = 
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SUPER SOPHOMORES 

The spotlight is on Tim Tebow, but he’s just 
part of exciting new talent at the position. Here 
are nine more sophomores to watch: 


Josh Freeman | KANSAS STATE 
JaMarcus Russell-sized QB with huge upside. 


Matt Grothe | SOUTH FLORIDA 
Pass-run threat was Big East Rookie of Year. 


Dan LeFevour | CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
MAC Freshman of Year led Chips to league title. 


Kellen Lewis | INDIANA 
Playmaker was team MVP, accounted for 19 TDs. 


Colt McCoy | TEXAS 
School-record 29 TD passes as a freshman. 


Riley Skinner | WAKE FOREST 
Helped carry Demon Deacons to ACC title. 


? : Matthew Stafford | GEORGIA 


Led wins over three ranked teams to end season. 


Juice Williams | ILLINOIS 
Ultra-athletic, but can he handle the passing? 


Justin Willis | SMU 
School-record 26 TDs, and only six INTs last year. 
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KEEPING THE FAITH 


BY BILL SORRELL 


Tf the Florida football team could enter the 2007 
season where it left off in 2006, the defending 
national champions would still be ranked No. 1. 

However, Tim Tebow, the Gators’ superlative 
sophomore quarterback, has a different ranking 
for football in his poll of priorities — fourth. 

“For all my priorities and everything in my life, 
my faith is number one. Family is number two, 
then academics. After that is football,” said 
‘Tebow, who takes the reins from departing quar- 
terback Chris Leak with the goal of returning to 
the promised land of national champions. 

Being on a mission comes naturally for Tebow. 
He was born in the Philippines where his parents, 
Bob and Pam Tebow, were missionaries. 

‘Tim Tebow has returned there three times to do 
mission work. Each July, Bob Tebow, president 
and lead evangelist of the Bob Tebow Evangelistic 
Association, leads a trip where high school and 
college students preach the gospel, direct sports 
‘camps, show the “Jesus” film and work in medical 
clinics, In the past four years, more than 100,000 
decisions have been made for Christ. 7 

Fach Tebow family member is involved in the 
non-denominational evangelistic association, 
After the 2007 football season ends, Tim's sister, 
Christy Allen, who is married to Joey Allen and is 
a graduate of Dallas Theological Seminary, will vl 
with Joey and their 11-month old daughter, 
Claire, to Bangladesh to be missionaries, 

‘Another Tebow daughter, Katie Shepherd, is 
married to Gannon Shepherd, who has played in 
‘the NFL with Jacksonville, Houston and Cleveland, 

Robby Tebow, who played football at Carson- 
Newman, is the North Florida Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes director. Peter Tebow is 
a Florida senior, 

In 1966, Bob Tebow helped 
Crusade for Christ at Florida, where 
Pam is also a graduate of Florida, 

‘Tim, who is a member of First t Church of 
Jacksonville, is involved with both the FCA and 
Campus Crusade for Christ. In a state known for its 
worship-like attitudes toward football, Tebow has 
rock-star status. 

‘Tebow said that he bases his life on the Solid 
Rock — Jesus Christ. He was six years old when 
he asked Christ ane and lord. 

“My parents: th 


Campus 


i 


L with mead ~~ 


always got me to church. sThagtsthed vane abut 
the Lord and spiritual things." 

‘As Tebow listened, the Holy Spirit began work- 
ing in his life, “I didn’t feel comfortable and I told 
my mom that I want to get saved. I want to know 
how I can spend eternity in heaven. Right there 
on the couch, I asked Christ to come into my 
heart. Since then I'm 100 percent sure I'm going 
to heaven,” said Tebow. 

His performance as a freshman only added to 
his stature. Tebow (6-3, 234) was named 
Freshman All-American by The Sporting News. His 
eight rushing touchdowns ranked seventh nation- 
ally and he gained 469 yards rushing, 

“1 try to be thanlkful about them (awards) but 
not think about them too much. I keep working 
to get better,” said Tebow, aware of the attention 
he receives, 

“™m today’s society people look up to football play- 
ers. At Florida you have a platform. You can take 
‘that platform and use it for positives or negatives.” 

Battling distractions requires “staying in the 
Word (Bible)” and receiving ereourgenen 
through “spiritual reminders’ from his pi 
prayer and attending weekly team Gens and 
Gainesville churches, 

‘Tebow claims Philippians 4:13: “I can sts all 
things through Christ which strengthens me,” 

“You get really busy,” said Tebow. “You always 
remind yourself to take time and spend time in 
prayer and read the Word, 

“It’s hard to put into words, Jesus means every- 
thing. Without him I would be nothing, He is the 
reason why we are here. We are to honor Him in 
everything we do and say and be thankful for 
Him, He has given me athletic ability. On the field 
and off the field, I give all praise, honor and glory 
to Him. He gave me the athletic ability a1 
easily take it away.” 

Tebow is aware of the athletic abilit 
teammates. “Not a lot of quarterbacks in 
football have the athletes I have to work | 
There are five or six guys that can catch the 
and take it to the house,” he said, 4 

Florida wide receiver Andre Caldwell said, 
“We're coming together well and we're bonding, 
getting our timing down. (Tebow) is showing the 
guys a strong arm and he’s getting me the ball 
and letting me make plays with it. He's got one of 
the strongest: arms I've seen,” , 


Football does rank number one on Tebow’s list 
of passions. Weightlifting is a close second. 

Florida offensive coordinator Dan Mullen says 
that Tebow would rather stay in the weight room 
all day than sleep at night. 

Florida head coach Urban Meyer was quoted last 
year as saying, “Tim is an extremist. He doesn’t 
just lift weights. He wants to break the school 
record in bench press.” 

‘Tebow has grown up playing sports. He was 
home schooled by his parents but under a 1996 
bill passed by Florida legislators was allowed to 
play high school sports at a public high school, 

Tn 2006 he was a Parade All-American and led 
Allen D. Nease High School of St. Augustine, Fla., 
to the Class 4A state championship, its first-ever. 

Tebow set the state prep record for total offense 
(12,960 yards), career passing yards (9,940), 
touchdowns (159) and completed passes (631). 
He has single-season state records in total offense 
(5,552), passing yards (4,286), touchdown passes 
(46) and total touchdowns (70). 

Each of Tebows brothers and sisters were also 
home-schooled, 

“More important than just leaning how to read 
and write, it was more important to teach charac- 
ter which is what life is truly about,” he said. 

‘Tebow inspired the “Tim Tebow Bill,” introduced 
in the state of Alabama, that would allow home 
schoolers to play athletics at public schools, 

When Florida won the 1996 national champi- 
onship, it was quarterbacked by Heisman Trophy 
winner Danny Wuerffel. Tebow and Wuerffel, 
a devout Christian, are friends, 

"He's really supportive of me. I'm appreciative 
of that. I look up to him a whole lot,” said Tebow. 

With the national championship legacy that 
Wuerffel began, Tebow hopes to continue, He 
accepts the pressure. 

“T like being at the University of Florida, Every 
game there's going to be pressure.” 

‘Meyer, who was named the 2006 National Coach 


~ of the Year, bragged on Tebow. 


“The thing that makes him different than any 
player I've been around is his drive, his tough- 
ness, his competitiveness. Tim wakes up every 
moming and tries to get better at his job.” 

‘Tebow said that goes back to his work ethic and 
determination. “You leam a lot about yourself.” 

He's also learned that God is with him daily, 
‘That fact has Tebow loving 

“You are trying to do everything you can to 
honor ee Hog, and 
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“He has alot of the 
same qualities,” Nutt 
said, “as alot ofthe backs 
you mentioned. What 
s him apart is he’s so 
strong and so fast.” 

Unbelievably strong, 
and fast, to the chagrin 
of those he’s run past, 
around and over, 

‘That jolting stiff 
arm of his seems to cross 
area codes. 


‘ALLSD/LLIH ATISAM Ad OLOF 


Wy 


A rowing up in Little Rock in the 1960s 

J and '70s, first as a Razorback fan and 
D then a Razorback ballboy, Houston 
Nutt saw firsthand such great University of 
Arkansas running backs as Bill Burnett, Dick- 
ey Morton and Ike Forte. 

As an Arkansas backup quarterback, he 
played with running backs Ben Cowins and 
Jerry Eckwood, two others who rank with the 
school’s all-time best. 

Later as the Razorbacks’ head coach, Nutt 
supervised running back greats Madre Hill, 
Fred Talley and Cedric Cobbs. 

None of the above ranks with the back Nutt 
coaches now: Darren McFadden, the 2006 
Doak Walker Award winner and Heisman 
‘Trophy runner-up. 


“That combination 

of 6-3, 215, legitimate 

4.3 speed, and stiff-arm with a long, long arm 

waa loc of guys fall off of him,” Nutt said. 

Nutt was just getting warmed up. Because 

when he was an assistant for Pat Jones at Okla- 

homa State, Nutt saw Barry Sanders and Thur- 

man Thomas, two running backs who became 
among the NEL all-time best, 

“T really put him in that category,” Nutt 
id of his junior from Little Rock. “ 
tude ... the unselfishness ... those are great play- 
ers. [know they are Hall of Famers, but you've 
got to put him in that category.” 

Sanders and Thomas saved their best for 
the best. So does McFadden, Nutt said. 

“The ability since he’s been a freshman to 
break 80 yards against the likes of Georgia and 


Phe atti- 


McFadden: 
Legendary 


Ark: 
@ th ‘= rim mation last year netted him 


LINDY'S 


By Nate Allen 


Alabama ... it’s no fluke, Tes 
been consistent.” 

And he delivers consis- 
rent results from enough posi- 
tions to drive a defensive 
coordinator cra 

“Helll rake a kickoff back 
for a ouchdown,” Nutt said. 
“Go catch a ball, line up as a 
quarterback, The thing tha 
really sets him apart is his ver- 
satility, Kickoff return, quar- 
terback, wideout, tailback.” 

The quarterbacking 
‘adden did out of 
’ special Wildcat for- 


Me 


major fame and Arkansas 

major results; he completed 
seven of nine passes with three touchdowns and 
one interception. 

He even practiced returning punts in the 
spring. 

“T think he could do it,” Nutt said, then 
shuddered at the injury risk, “I worry about it. 
He sure wants to do it.” 

McFadden sure wants to do more of every 
thing than he did in the sprin 

Fellow junior running back Felix Jones, also 
a 1,000-yard rushing star, and McFadden spent 
the spring like they were wrapped in tissue paper. 
‘The chess team might have had more contact 
than the All-Americans because Nutt deter- 
mined they would come through spring ball 
unscathed. 

Neither liked it 

“T understand what he’ doing,” McFadden 
said, “but it’s like I'm just a little feather stand- 
ing over there, Me and Felix, we both stand over 
there watching and go, ‘Like man, he needs to 
let us get in a couple of plays, especially when 
the offense is not doing well.’ ” 

Better, Nutt said, that McFadden and Jones 
be watching a struggling spring scrimmage than 
watching the season-opener against Troy because 
they tore something in the spring. 

Even the hype to attract fans to the stands 
for the Razorbacks’ Red-White spring game 
came with a disclaimer. 

“We want it exciting where the people can 
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enjoy it,” Nutt said, “bur if they are expecting 
Darren McFadden to be tackled or Felix Jones 
to have live scrimmage work, that’s not going to 
happen.” 

Ofcourse Nutt took pretty strict precautions 
in the spring of 2006 with McFadden, and it 
did no good. On the last weekend before August 
preseason drills, McFadden went home for the 
weekend. He was hanging around the outside 
of a Little Rock nightclub when he saw some- 
one trying to drive his brother's c 

A fight ensued. McFadden’ shoe flew off dur- 
ing a missed kick that ended with his bare toe 
thudding into a curb. 


McFadden suffered “an open dislocation of 


the distal IP joint on his left big toe,” Arkansas 
trainer Dean Weber said. 


ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


Extensive surgery was performed just hours 
later. 

‘The injury was seen as possibly career-threat- 
ening, certainly season-threatening, At best, the 
initial hope was for McFadden to return sever- 
al weeks into the season. 

, somehow, he didn't miss a. game. Nine 
ries for 42 yards against Southern California 
in the opener, and 184 rushing yards the next 
week against Utah State. When the season ended 
at the Capital One Bowl, McFadden had amassed 
a Razorback record 1,647 yards and 14 touch- 
downs on 284 

Nace and Weber suid th they learned a lot 

about just how rough and determined an ath- 


where he should and shouldn't be, and what he 
can and can’t do to protect his health 

“I guess if they take a car now,” McFadden 
said, smiling, “I'll let them ride off with it.” 

He was serious about that joke, but he’s 
asserious joker on this team 

An Arkansas Democrat-Gazette photogra- 
pher was startled that the guy in the full clown 
suit he chanced upon and photographed walk- 
ing around campus on Halloween turned out to 
be the All-American running back, 

Now McFadden feels compelled to take 
clowning to another level. 

“Whatever I do this year,” McFadden said, 
“Lye got to top last year.” 


lete could be. 


In turn, they hope McFadden learned about 


Ke) 


Steve Slaton 


School 


DeSean Jackson 


Mario Manningham 


“lowning around while accepting the Heis- 
man seems like an acceptable topper. 


Travis Beckum 


School 


Colt Brennan 


Hawaii 


Brian Brohm 


Louisville 


Darren McFadden 


Arkansas 


Mike Hart 


Michigan 


Steve Slaton 


West Virginia 


Ray Rice 


Rutgers 


DeSean Jackson 


Cal 


Earl Bennett 


Vanderbilt 


Mario Manningham 


Michigan 


Adarius Bowman 


Oklahoma State 


Travis Beckum 


Wisconsin 


John Carlson 


Notre Dame 


Steve Justice 


Wake Forest 


Jonathan Luigs 


Arkansas 


Sam Baker 


USC 


Ryan Clady 


Boise State 


Jake Long 


Michigan 


Adam Kraus 


Michigan 


Michael Oher 


Ole Miss _ 


Jeremy Perry 


Oregon State 


Barry Richardson 


Clemson 


Andre Smith 


Alabama 


Ar Carmody 


Steve Justice ‘Sam Baker 


Louisville 


Jake Long 


Michael Oher 


Alexis Serna 


Barry Richardson 


Gregon State 


‘Art Carmody 
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Anxious 
to Play 


to grow into his body. 

‘The voices included scouts. 

“They'd say, ‘Hey, we'll take 
81 right now,” said Clint Hurte, 
Miami’s defensive line coach. 

Campbell would have had 
co stuff his ears with cotton not 
to hear that a hefty contract 
would be awaiting him ifhe left 
early for the 2007 NFL Draft. 

“Oh yeah, I definitely heard 
hat,” Campbell said. “A lot of 
people were speaking that. 
je crossed my mind.” 

When Campbell made his 
lecision to stay, one voice resonat- 
ed loudest. 

“My dad played a big role,” 
Campbell ‘What would 
my dad want me to do? My dad would wane 
me to get my degree.” 

So when Campbell made his choice, he 
said, “There are no ifs, ands or buts about it.” 

Charles Campbell died of a liver ailment 
on Nov. 26, 2003. He was 61. 

“T remember how hard he worked,” Camp- 
bell said, “He wanted me to be the best I could 
be. I didn’t want him to die in vain. So I appre- 
ciate every day. 


aM ven though he’s gone, Charles 
[R= Campbell’ voice still echoes with son 
Bem Calais. 

Play hungry. You can do better. You're not 
tired. 

Last fall, other voices spoke to and about 
Campbell, voices that said he was ready to play 
in the NFL. They saw 10.5 sacks and 20.5 tack- 
les for losses by a 6-8, 282-pound redshirt soph- 
omore defensive end who just was starting 


LINDY'S 


Hungrier 
Than Ever 


By Craig Handel 


“Before every game, he used 
to tell me, ‘Play hungry.” 
Thad a good game, hed say, ‘Play 
a litele hungri 
a few more pla 
and over again.” 

Campbell was one of the good- 
energy guys in last season’s disap- 
pointing am that went 
7-6 and got coach Larry Cok 
fired. That helped quiet the nation- 
al buzz on Campbell, who had 
a streak of seven consecutive games 
with at least one sack and helped 
the Hurricanes set a school record 
by allowing just 67.9 rushing yards 
per gam 

He also had 17 quarterback 


ivery time 


you could've made 
.’ [hear him over 


ami t 


pressures, 

Campbell, with uncommon 
size, strength and speed, already 
has proven to be ultra-productive. 
‘And his ceiling is higher than any 
defender in the country, too, which 
alladds up to make him Lindy’ Preseason Defen- 
sive Player of the Year. 

Just think: Coming out of South High in 
Denver, Campbell could have played basket- 
ball. Oregon and Washington offered scholar- 
ships. As he watched the Ducks battle eventual 
national champion Florida in the Midwest 
Regional final, he thought, “They could've used 
a guy like me.” 

Colorado State and Wyoming offered him 
the chance to play both sports. But Campbell 
wer 


as lam now,” Campbell said, “I don't have time 
to concentrate on both sports. I have to fine 
tune on one.” 

He also would not be as big as he is now. 
Campbell arrived at Miami weighing 228 pounds 
Campbell originally was set to ery out at tight 
end and defensive end. When coaches gave him 
an offensive playbook on his first day of prac- 
tice, he asked to play defense. 

‘That's where he has stayed. 

After his redshire season, Campbell had 
2.5 sacks and 5.5 tackles for losses in 2005. 
Last year, he broke out with 84 tackles and 
three forced fumbles, as well as the sacks and 
tackles-for-loss numbers that rank among the 
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school’s best for a season, 

He's real long cat,” said Miami offe 
tackle Cyrim Wimbs, who often goes against 
ampbell in practice. “He makes most tackles 
defensive ends cantt because he can swim. He real- 
ly works technique. Calais always brings it. 

Adds tackle Reggie Youngblood: “You have 

to block him and block him some more 

Former Miami center Anthony Wollschlager 

said Campbell’s desire matches his build and 
athleticism. 

always talked about the inside, about 

+,” Wollschlager said. “That's what sepa- 

tes him ftom other guys. He has the heart, 

the drive heart and motivation 

es he has, and he’s hard 


sive 


with the phy 


to stop.” 


Calais Campbell Glenn Dorsey 


Hurtt said Campbell made plays in "06 on 
pure ability. The goal now is to make him dom- 
inant on every single snap. 
His first step, pad level, hand placement 
.. then, we want him to identify f 
and tendencies, make sure his fundamentals are 
consistent,” he said. 

Campbell adds he wants to build his stam- 
ina and be more ofa team leader. Among those 
he'll be guiding will be brother Jared, a corner- 
back who Miami signed in February. How will 
he guide 
“[ thoughtabout ita lor,” Calais Campbell 
“[want him to have fun and make mista 
on his own like I did. I did my thing, partied 
hard, then I realized I had to calm down and 


concentrate on foo! 


sail 


DEFENSE 


“T'll get on him, ride him, but I also real- 
ize, I have to let him do his own thing.” 
Often seen at Miami games jumping up 
and down and waving his arms to get Hurti- 
canes’ fans louder, Campbell got so excited in 
his first few games last season, he cramped up. 
“[ had to take IVs at halftime,” the f 
Campbell said. “I was too hyped up and 
ly got overloaded by the second half. I had 
t0 calm down. 
With his emotions more under control, 
Campbell excelled. He still hears his dad’s voice 
at times, but now his own words push him. 
“[ tell myself in a game, ‘Calais you gorta 
pick it up, make a play,’ ” he said. “Hopefully, 
every game, I'll make a play. 
Or several 


ralki 


my bo 


School 


Miami (FL) 
LSU s 
USC 

Florida 

Penn State 
Ohio State 
USC 

Arizona 

San Jose State 
Miami (FL) 
Tennessee 
Georgia Tech 


Bruce Davis 
Eric Foster 
Quentin Groves 
Chris Long 
Vince Hall 

Rey Maualuga 
Jasper Brinkley 
Brandon Flowers 
Paul Oliver 
‘Aaib Talib 

Tom Zbikowski 
Britton Colquitt 


UCLA 
Rutgers 
Auburn 
Virginia 
Virginia Tech 
USC 
South Carolina 
Virginia Tech 
Georgia 
Kansas 
Notre Dame 
Tennessee 


Calais Campbell _ 
Glenn Dorsey _ 
Sedrick Ellis 

Derrick Harvey 

Dan Connor 

James Laurinaitis 6-3 
Keith Rivers 63 
Antoine Cason _6-0 
Dwight Lowery 

Kenny Phillips. 
Jonathan Hefney 
Durant Brooks 


Jonathan Hefney Durant Brooks 


Kenny Phillips 
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from Quite a System 


roduct of the system? Of course he’s a product of the system. 
‘They're all products of their systems, 
And who wouldn't argue that attempting 559 passes in 
14 games owes more to the system than the skills of the quarterback: 
Certainly Hawaii’ Colt Brennan is a product of June Jones’ sexy passing 
attack. 
But as he enters his senior season, it ought to be noted that Bren- 


you know. 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 

Colt Brennan Sr. Hawaii 

He'll be on national TV at least four times; check him out. 

Brian Brohm Sr. Louisville 

Best senior QB prospect wanted a ttle before heading off to NFL. 
John David Booty Sr. usc 

USC added some shotgun in spring; maybe no more passes batted down. 
Colt McCoy So, Texas 

Stil has loads of weapons alter 29 touchdown passes as a freshman. 
Pat White Jr. West Virginia 

Most dangerous QB in the country when he tucks the ball and runs. 
Chad Henne Sr Michigan 

‘Should become school's career pass leader, but wil he beat OSU? 
Matt Ryan Boston College 
First-team All-ACC with 2,942 pos yards while playing hurt. 

Erik Ainge sr. Tennessee 

‘Some no-huddle offense could add to his effectiveness. 

‘Andre Woodson Sr. Kentucky 
Remarkable transformation last year, with 31-to-7 TD-INT ratio. 

Tim Tebow So. Florida 

Abetter Heiman candidate than a quarterback at this point. 

Chase Daniel Jr Missouri 

A record-setter running the Tigers’ shotgun-spread offense. 

Matt Grothe So. South Florida 
Passed for 2,576 yards and was team’s leading rusher as well 
Stephen McGee Jr. Texas A&M 

Brings a linebacker's mentality to us position; doesn't make mistakes. 
Brian Johnson Utah 

Paso let loked AK in the’ ‘spring coming back from '05 ACL 
Rudy Carpenter Jr. Arizona State 
Watch him soar after quietly playing through injuries last season. 

Paul Smith Sr. Tulsa 

Third:-year starter gets to play in Gus Malzahn’s passing offense. 
Curtis Painter Sr. Purdue 

Has to cut way back on INTS (19), but otherwise has Brees-like numbers. 
Bobby Reid Jr Oklahoma State 

‘A dual-threat Q8 who finished with 500 yards and five rushing TDs. 
Riley Skinner So, Wake Forest 

Al he did was help Wake Forest to ACC title as a freshman. 

Nate Longshore Jr. Cal 

Should be aver big-game jitters of last season, gets big games at home. 
Josh Freeman So. Kansas State 

The bar has been set with comparisons to ex-LSU QB JaMarcus Russell 
Brandon Cox Sr. Auburn 

Muddled his way through injury-plaqued 2006 season. 

John Parker Wilson Jr. Alabma 

With new offense should break Tide passing record he set last year. 
Justin Willis So. ‘smu 

C-USA Freshman of Year passed for 26 TDs with a mere six INTS. 
Juice Williams So. Minois, 

Optimism in lini-land because of Juice and frosh WR Arrelious Benn. 


PLAYER RATINGS 


Brennan: Quite a Product 


nan’s skills are what 
separate him from the 
fray ... that his story is 
more than simply 
“passes all the time, so he puts up gaudy numbers.” 

His squiggly figures tell a different — or perhaps, additional — story. 


Colt Brenna 


First, the numbers: 5,549, 58, 46.9, and 11. 
Th: 


s his yards passing, his touchdown passes, his team’s sco 


. and the Warriors’ victories last season. 
Now for the details. 


aver: 


He is accurate, uncannily so, completing 72.6 percent ag 
fenses that know he’s going to pass. He threw only 12 interceptions 
and rushed for 366 yards, proving he’s nimble in the pocket and not 
afraid to use his helmet for that extra foot. 

Granted, the Western Athletic Conference isn't marketing its 
ense. But in games against bow! teams Alabama, Boise State, Oregon 
State, Purdue and Arizona State, Brennan threw 17 touchdown passes 
and was picked off six times in 220 attempts; a completion rate of 
71.8 percent. 

Hawaii finished 2-3 in those games, including losses at Alabama and 
Boise State by a total of 15 points 

Still, the doubters are out there across the mainland. The compar- 
isons to NCAA career all-time pas 3 
and his failures at several NFL stops, hang on Brennan's shoulder pads 
like a pesky linebacker, Brennan finished a distant sixth in the Heisman 
Trophy voting in 2006, a victim of his own offense and limited exposure. 

By the time Brennan is warming up for his games in the middle of 
the Pacific, most folks east of the Rockies are fast asleep. They've missed 
quite a story — of how a freshman q) 


de 


de! 


arterback at Colorado made 


a horribly wrong read off campus that landed him seven days in jail and 
four ind trespassing, 

He left the beleaguered university in the winter of 2004, spent the 
following fall at Saddleback Junior College in Mission Vie 

It led to a walk-on tryout from Hawaii head coach June Jone: 
has a background of offering players second chances. When nobody else 
was encouraging Brennan, Jones and the coaches at Saddleback were 
behind him, San Jose State made a late run, and was the only school 
to offer him a scholarship, but fate rook him to paradise, instead. 

“Coach Jones gave me a second chance and that’s made a huge 
difference in my life,” Brennan said, who opted last January to return 
for his senior season, much like friend and former Mater Dei High 
teammate Mart Leinart did at USC. 

“People always want to talk about the numbers. But it’s not about 
numbers; it’s about winning football games.” 

If you want to catch the flinty side of Jones, just mention “system” 
and “Colt Brennan” in the same sentence. Jones believes Brennan would 
be successful in any passing system. 

“But the offense he's in is perfect for him,” Jones said. “He makes 
plays when he has to. Nobody played better than him last year.” 

And somebody else is going to have to be totally off the charts 
to play better than him this year, too. 


ars’ probation for burglary 


who 


— Paul Arnett 
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Welcome to the world of Professional 
Football Handicapper Kelso Sturgeon 
..America’s Certified Winner! 


SS 


© The man who has made millions for thousands! 


© The man who took football betting to-a higher plane! 

© “The man who consistently out-pert 1¢ stock market! 

© The man who lets his record do all the talking! 

© THE MAN WHO PROVED YOU COULD 
MAKE A FORTUNE BETTING FOOTBALL! 


My name is Kelso Sturgeon, and | want to 
‘share with you a message that could make a big 
difference in your life. First of all, | have been 
handicapping football professionally for 38 years and 
have participated in its evolution from a strictly 
gambling adventure to a business in which | have 
proved time and again YOU CAN MAKE A FORTUNE 
BETTING ON COLLEGE AND NFL FOOTBALL GAMES. 

| have been a student of football as a player and 
later as a scout and recruiter in the Southeastern 
Conference. | have studied with and learned from some 
of the all-time greats - people such as greatest college 
football coach in history, Paul “Bear” Bryant of Alabama, 
& later from Hank Stram who as coach of the Kansas 
City Chiefs proved he had’an analytical mind without 
equal as he won a Super Bow! and punched his ticket 
into the Hall of Fame, And can never forget the lessons 
Heared from legendary Baltimore Colt quarterback John 
Unitas and others such as Dallas Cowboy defensive end 
Randy White & the Rams all-pro wide receiver Jack 
‘Snow, | learned the game from the best in the business. 

My exploits in'the world of football handicapping have 
earned me a very special place ina business where the 
score Is kept with money. | wrote the first book on sports 
betting ever published by a legitimate publisher—The 
Complete Guide To Sports Betting (Harper And Row). 
1am the only sports handicapper to ever testify before 
the United States Congress on the subject of sports bet- 
‘ting (| represented the bookmakers of the world). You have 
Tead about me in such publications as The Wall Street 
Journal, Playboy, Maxim, and New York Times and have 
seen me on national television analyzing football games. 


The World said it couldn't be done - That itiwas impossible. 
BUT TPROVED THEM ALL WRO 


But the only thing that means anything to me is that | am 


A PROVEN WINNER in an arena which devours and buries the pretenders! 


TWIN MONEY FOR MY CLIENTS AND IT IS NOT AN ACCIDENT. 


Winning is not an accident nor a miracle nor the work of fate! It is the product of insight, 
superior analysis & hard work! And my record confirms it all. 

Last year my Best Bets Club produced these profits for $10 bettors: 
September: +193 UNITS profit of just under $1,900 
October: +99 UNITS profit of just under $900 
November: +30 UNITS profit of just under $300 
December: +20 UNITS profit of just under $200 
That’s a regular season profit of more than $3,200 betting just $10 per unit! 


There is no question-no doubt-in my mind that | have taken fotball handicapping toa higher plane, 
AND LET’S NOT FORGET SOME OF MY BIGGER PLAYS 
9/10 NFL Game of the Month 100 Units chicago (-3 %) 26, Green Bay 0 WINNER! 
7 AFC Game ofthe Year 50 Units san diego (-11) 40, Tennessee 7 WINNER! 
College Game of the Year 100 Units Louisvile (-13 4) 24, Kansas State6 GIANT WINNER! 
@ NFLGame ofthe Year 100 Units Eagles (-2%) 38, Cowboys 24 GIANT WINNER! 


Linvite you to join my Best Bet Club members to make YOUR FOOTBALL FORTUNE! 


Here is what you ge! @ Best Bet Play on most 

@ An average of 8 Colles st Bels weeknight college games. 
every Saturday. @ 50-Unit September 

@ Anaverage of 3 NFL = 2g me of the Month 
every Sunday. @ 50-Unit September 

© Ses! Bet Play for almost every Pro Game of the Month 
Monday night game. @ 100-Unit College Game of t 
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WHEN KELSO STURGEON 


SAYS HE IS GOING TO WIN, YOU CAN BET ON IT! 


ees Redux 


I api candied AES Heo “Trophy 
along with former USC quarterback Matt Leinart. 
‘The photo is from 2004, when Rice, then a high school senior, was 
one of a dozen or so New York City-area prep football players who were 


honored at a Heisman breakfast. 
Leinart, who had won the award two days earlier, stopped by to 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Darren McFadden Jr Arkansas 
Nobody can do it like he can — running, receiving, passing, retuming. 
Steve Slaton Jr West Virginia 
Siaton slthered for silky seven yards per carry last season. 
Ray Rice Jn Rutgers 
Tough, Big East back who can be a thoroughbred and a workhorse. 
Mike Hart St Michigan 
Not he fashiest guy, but not many ean handle the worKioad he can 
Jan Johnson Jr Boise State 
Everybody's darling knows how to find paydirt — 25 TDs last season. 
‘Yenson Bernard Sr. ‘Oregon State 
nce se can 27 career touchdowns. 
Chris Wells Ohio State 
TTstigh becse of is poletal to tke over an Bacay! focus. 
P.J. Hill So. Wisconsin 
Powered his way to 1,569 yards and Big Ten rushing tte as freshman. 
Tashard Choice ‘Sr. Georgia Tech 
‘Through-the-tackles runner (1, Aya) is now Tech's offensive star. 
Branden Ore Virginia Tech 
Holic wort go far without hire rtd for 16 We laa yor 
James Davis Jr. ‘Clemson 
| Said to have improved his speed after season ma 187 yards, 17 TDs. 
| Jamaal Charles Jr 
Win printer's Speed, capable of such more than 34 yards from 
BenJarvus Green-Ellis Sr. Ole Miss 
School found “missing” yard in offseason to give him exactly 1,000. 
Felix Jones Jr Arkansas 
Had 1,168 yards — 7.6 per atenet= as a backup to McFadden. 
Jonathan Stewart Oregon 
|_Will now be featured every which ay in Oregon's spread offense. 
Antone Smith 
| Had super spring; new coordinato 
C.J. Spiller - 
_AS explosive as anyone but will he get the touches? Nearly left for Florida. 
Tyrell Sutton Jr Northwestern 
il rushed for 1,000 yards as offense stumped around him last season. 
Ryan Torain ‘Sr. Arizona State 
Dennis Erickson wants a physical a game ... Torain provides it. 
Mike Goodson Texas A&M 
Big 12 eartrevOf the Veer Spd vee nein te, 
Allen Patrick Sr. Okiahoma 
Worthy successor to Adrian oe could move much higher 
Javorris James Miami 
Hiss io Doses (edaeri’s couse and is ay omega ‘Canes star. 
Kregg Lumpkin Sr. Georgia 
owed late | on that he’s a over ACL injury. 
Kalvin McRae Ohio 
Linas preseason pick or MAC Me Valuable Payer 
| Chris Markey Sr. UCLA 
Rushed for 1,107 yards in '06; missed spring and work in new offense. 


PLAYER RATINGS 


RUNNING BACKS 


Rice Looking for Heisman 


speak to the group. RAY RICE 


“Ie’s just me, Matt 
Leinart and the Heisman Trophy,” Rice said. 

Leinart is out of the picture now. But Rice, Rurgers’ star running 
back, could be headed for another Heisman photo-op if he can build off 
his record-breaking sophomore season from last fall, when he rushed for 
1,794 yards and 20 touchdowns. 

That's when his name first crept into Heisman conversation. He 
finished seventh in the balloting. 

“[es pretty remarkable that I was a candidate last year,” said the 
5-9, 200-pound Rice. “It’s not something I ever really thought about 
until people started asking me.” 

They started asking because Rice seta school single-season rushing 
record in leading Rutgers (yes, Rutgers) to an 11-2 season, the program's 
first bowl victory and a No. 12 final ranking. 

Along the way he tied a school record with seven straight games of 
100 or more rushing yards, topped the 200-yard mark three times, and 
was named Most Outstanding Player of the Texas Bowl. He also earned 
second-team All-American honors. 

Nor that any of it was entirely unexpected, since Rice rushed for 
1,120 yards as a true freshman. 

“All along I've said he’s a special bacl 
said. 

“Ray's three best traits are his vision, patience and balance, He's fast 
and strong, but there are a lot of fast, strong guys out there. He has a way 
of waiting until something opens up and then accelerating immediat. 

Another of his strengths is, well, his strength. And durability. 
who said he never carried more than 120 times in a high school season, 
seta school record with 335 carries last year. 

More impressive to Schiano is that he averaged 5.4 yards during 
335 carries. 

‘Sometimes I feel it after the game, but I never get tired during the 
game,” said Rice. “The longer the game goes, the stronger I get. I can’t 
explain it.” 

Evidence: Rice averaged 5.9 yards on his carries in the fourth 
quarter and overtime (483 yards on 81 carries). 

“Nothing he does surprises me any more,” said Jeremy Zuttah, the 
Scarlet Knights’ All-Big East offensive tackle. 

Rutgers, which hadn't been to a bowl game since 1978 prior to Rice’s 
arrival, has now been to two straight with him as the starting tailback — 
and only missed out on a BCS berth last fall because of a triple-overtime 
loss at West Virginia in the final game of the regular season. 

But Rice easily could have been doing all of this for another Big East 
school — Syracuse — if the football fates hadn't intervened on Rutge! 
behalf. 

He had committed to the ’Cuse before the school fired long-time 
coach Paul Pasqualoni. Rice re-opened his recruiting and Rutgers 
pursued him aggressively. 

“Things work out for a reason,” he said. “Being at Rutgers is the 
best thing that could have happened to me.” 

No one at Rutgers will argue the point. 


” Rutgers coach Greg Schiano 


thos 


—Tom Luicci 
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RECEIVERS 


and Touchdowns 


our Januaries ago, before the start of his redshirt freshman season 
at Texas, receiver Limas Sweed made a curious fashion decision. 
‘Out was the No. 1 he'd worn during his year on the 


Longhorns scout team. In was the No. 4 vacated by All-American 


TOP RECEIVERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Mario Manningham Jr Michigan 
_Averaging 22 yards per catch oe six games belote knee injury 
.| DeSean Jackson Cal 
| He's not a skyscraper, but he's like Fogle Bush os afultime wideout, 
Earl Bennett Jr. Vanderbilt 
Torrid two years puts him just 48 catches away from SEC career mark. 
‘Adarius Bowman Sr. Oklahoma State 
Returning all-teague player had 14 catches, 300 yards, 4 TDs vs. Kansas, 
Sweed Sr. Texas 
\proving leader of deep WAS sco All a 12 last season. 
Jarrett Dillard 
Som American honors n'06; St atches, P24? yards, 21 TDs. 
Carr Jr Florida State 
Ihe learns to run better routes, he is be the next Calvin Johnson. 
Harry Douglas Louisville 
_ Last Seen catching 10 passes for ct yards in the Orange Bow. 
Davone Bess Hawaii 
_ Zipped around the field for 96 recopfong, incu 18 TDs let season, 
Derek Kinder Sr. Pittsburgh 
_ AltBig East and semifinalist for last season's Biletnikoff Award, 
Mario Urrutia Jr. Louisville 
Height (6-6) makes him better NFL. eee than teammate Dou 


Marcus Monk Arkansas 
6-6 touchdown-maker is moans ina crowd of DBs. 
Early Doucet a 
_ Speedster becomes the go-to guy fc 2 
Keenan Burton ‘Sr. _ Kentucky. 
Amazing 43.5-inch vertical; 77 catches, 1,036 yards, 12 TDs in 2006, 
Hall Sr Alabama 
| Tide will pass more, putting Hall's own season record (1,056 yards) in danger. 
So. Florida 
ight ha _ more raw, ane skills, 
Weare Bry: yant 
5-10 and shity, he led Big Ten in satin (87) Pir rs yards (1,068). 


iho gets him the ball this year? 


| James Hardy BAe 
Tall target 


‘Sammie Stroughter, Oregon State 
Gorto guy for new QB Sean Canfele led Pac-10 with 92.4 yards per game, 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Travis Beckum Jt Wisconsin 
| Super athlete breaking in new QB. un catching 61 passes for 903 yards, 
John Carlson. lotre Dame 
isthe safety valve needed for anew W Note Dame quarterback. 
Martin Rucker 
Most pr 
Chase 


Missouri 


aught 58 passes and nine TDs last season as "backup" to Rucker, 


Jacob Tamme Sr Kentucky 
Earned first-team All-SEC honors with 32 catches, 386 yards. 


PLAYER RATINGS © 


Sweed Attracts Pressure 


LIMAS SWEED 


wideout Roy Williams. 
Sweed was 
a freshman and Williams was the seventh pla 
Dial. wel, the move immediately opened 
) ed at him about wearing that number, 
Brown said, the one who is laughing. 

In thr , Swed has blossomed into everything Williams 
used to be for the Longhorns — a big, tall, go-to re game 
breaker, and a frequent contributor to the team’s weekly highlight reel 

He is, in Brown's words, “a difference-maker every week. 

Asa junior last season, Sweed caught a team-best 46 passes for 
801 yards, developing into a steady security blanket for freshman 
quarterback Colt McCoy. Meanwhile, Sweed’s 12 touchdown receptions 
matched a school single-season record set by — who else? — Williams 
with the Detroit Lions, 

, the record was the cherry on top of a breakthrough 
season in which he emerged as one of the top pas in the Big 1% 
“Growing up, out of all the guys in college football, I watched Roy 

i aid Sweed, who measures in ata Williamsclike 6-5, 219 

Talways wanted to do what Roy 


er selected in the NFL 
weed to ridicule 
coach Mi 


was doing, alinaa nied emis He? 
Roy campaign got off to a rocky start. 

In high school, Sweed played tight end in a run-heavy, Wing. 
offense. He artived at’Texas unable to run a proper ps 
line up in a proper receiver's stance. 

“We always made fun of him,” recalls fellow receiver Billy Pitunian, 

Many a day as a freshman, he left the practice field humiliated. 
Forget being the next Roy Williams, There were times when Sweed 
wondered if he'd ever be a productive college receiver at all. 

_ When Sweed posted just 23 catches for 263 yards and no I’Ds as 
hman, ctitics were quick to slap the rarest of labels on him: He was 
deemed a Mack Brown recruiting bust. 
felt like 1 was in over my head,” Sweed 
just really, really lost.” 
then came the second game of his sophomore season, when Sweed 
finally found himself. With 2:37 to go in Texas’ monumental showdown 
at Ohio State in 2005, Sweed ping, stretching, falling-down 
grab ofa Vince Young pop fly to score the winning touchdown in the 
Longhorns’ 25-22 upset victory. 

“Everything just fell into place for me after that,” Sweed said. 
“Thank God.” 

He finished his sophomore season as the Longhorns’ top wideout 
notching 36 catches for 545 yards and five TDs | of thein coming 
with a degree of difficulty that would have made Williams proud 
nothing compared to what Sweed produced as a junior. 

“T wanted to make a statement,” Sweed said. “I wanted to show 
everyone that I was for real, that I could be a player.” 
same attitude Sweed will carry into his senior season. 
intent on surpassing his numbers from last year, even his 
atching TD total, 
time, nobody is laughing at him. 


route, OF even 


I got angry at times. 


at 


— Jeff McDonald 
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ALL NEW SILVERADO Enjoy a little legroom. Thanks to our new Extended Cab, you get more than anyone else 
MP6, the new Chevy Silverado® is the only full-size pickup to enter the 300/20 Club. So go ahead, lean the seat back. America, 
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Baker’s Goals are both 
Simple and Lofty for USC 


‘Steve Justice 
AAI-ACC in 2006; athieticism works well in misdirection offense, 
Jonathan Luigs Sr Arkansas 

[AI-SEC performer who helps make McFadden and Jones look good. 
Cody Wallace Sr. Texas A&M 

‘Aggie mainstay isthe top returning lineman in the entire Big 12. 

John Sullivan Sr Notre Dame 
Fith-year player wll ba only senior on irish offensive line 

Kory Lichtensteiger Sr. Bowling Green 
MAC D-lineman tired of seeing this three-time all-league performer, 
Drew Miller Sr Florida 

Moving to center after earning honors at right guard for national champs. 
‘Alex Mack Jr. Cal 

‘Was first-team AlL-Pac-10 last year for league's most prolific offense 


Antoine Caldwell Alabama 
f experienced O-lir 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Jeremy Perry Jr. Oregon State 

If he stays, he'l probably be a three-time all-conference player with ease. 
Adam Kraus Sr. Michigan 

First-team All-Big Ten a year ago, as selected by the league coaches. 
Will Arnold sr. Lsu 

Eager for more after missing the majority of last season due to injuries, 
Jordan Grimes Sr. Purdue 

Helped Purdue lead nation in fewest tackles for loss allowed. 
George Robinson Jr. Oklahoma 

‘The 390-pounder is alteady rising fast on NFL draft boards. 

‘Andrew Crummey Sr. Maryland 

Helped Terns allow just 19 saoks, second lowest total in ACO. 

Chilo Rachal Jt. usc 

Unsung all-conference talent on team full of stars. 


‘Shannon Tevaga Sr. UCLA 
Started 31 consecutive games and leads an experienced line. 


Jake Long Sr. Michigan 
Came back, despite being told he would be a first-round pick in 2007. 
‘Sam Baker Sr. usc 

‘Aiming for third consecutive All-American honors. 

Michael Oher Jr Ole Miss 

Has as much physical presence as any player in the country. 

Barry Richardson Sr. Clemson 

Stalwart on Tigers’ line can play his way into first round of NFL draft 
Ryan Clady Jr Boise State 

‘AS we know, nothing mid-major about Boise. NFL can't wait to get him. 
Andre Smith So. Alabama 

Mike Shula’s star recruit of 2006 lived Up to hype as a true freshman. 
George Bussey Sr. Louisville 

He and center Eric Wood help make Louisville's Top 5 offense possible. 
Kirk Barton Sr. Ohio State 

Could be Buckeyes’ first first-round OT since Orlando Pace in 1997. 


SAM BAKER 


Iready a two-time All-American, USC offensive tackle Sam 
Baker might seem hard-pressed for an encore this season, But 
Baker's dream season starts off with a simple goal: Stay healthy. 

As improbable as it sounds, Baker was an All-American last s 
despite being bothered by a knee injury he originally suffered two 
ago. He played with a large piece of loose bone in his knee 

“It affected a lot of stuff I did,” Baker said. 
ced, however, and Baker was 
easily could have turned pro, but he never considered it despite being 
perhaps the top prospect on last year's USC team. 

“A lor of people might think I would go pro, but I just want co win 
a national championship,” Baker said in the spring. 

“My biggest thing this year is to just fix up my knee. B 
bothers me after the surgery. It was a really big piece of bone. It's s 
swollen. How much ic hurts depends on what week.” 

A player of Baker's caliber would usually be inundated with phone 
calls from agents advising him to go pro carly. Buc Baker said he didn’t 
get many calls because his father, Arena Football League commissioner 
David Baker, put the word out he was coming back for his 

“There's so much he does well, it’s just real smooth and consistent 
watching him,” USC of ¢ coach Pat Ruel said. “He's been a 
rock for us on the line the past two seasons and will be again next year.” 

Sofi-spoken by nature, Baker is often misunderstood because few see 
how competitive he really is. When USC lost to Texas in the national 
championship game at the end of the 2005 season, Baker showed up at 
his father’s house in the middle of the night and vowed to win another 
tide, 

‘The Trojans fell just shore last s 
Michigan in the Rose Bowl. Baker fe 
season. 

“[ really think so far this is one of the best teams since I've been 
here,” Baker said. “Last year we didn’t know for sure how our quarter- 
back would be, but this year we've got an established quarterback in John 
David (Booty); we know he’ the guy. And most of our defense comes 
back, so we're going to be even better there.” 

Baker graduated in May, so he already has a degree. His graduation 
ceremony was one of the highlights of his year, but it caused him to be 
late to the Playboy All-American team festivities in Arizona, 

“[es really a cool thing to get that recognition,” Baker said. “Ie’s 
a really hectic weekend, but its a lor of fun.” 

Baker’ also gor a chance ro make history. Despite all the vaunted 
men who played for USC, like Bruce Matthews, Tony Boselli 
Anthony Munoz, and Brad Budde, Baker is in position to become the 
first offensive lineman to be a three-time All-American in USC history. 

“I didn’t know that, but I don’t really like to think about chat stuff,” 
Baker said. “I just enjoy the ream being successful and winning, 

“[ know T wane to get another championship. I remember how 
special that feels and I'd like to experience it one more time,” 

— Scott Wolf 


son, 


Few no a consensus All-American. He 


en now it 


ill 


senior season. 


sive 


son, although they defeated 
els the chances are better this 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Doesn’t Say Much, but 
Harvey Doesn't Have To 


lorida’s Derrick Harvey tore Ohio State's offensive line apart in the 
BCS National Championship Game. 
He had three sacks and earned Defensive MVP honors in the 
Gators 41-14 rout of the favored Buckeyes, yet in the postgame inter- 
view session, the 6-4, 245-pound redshirt junior defensive end said 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


RKNAME CLASS COLLEGE 
j.| Glenn Dorsey Sr. LSU 

Without his return, LSU wouldn't be No. 2 in es preseason rank 

| Sedrick Ellis Sr. 

‘When big guy decided to come back, so did DE Ie Jackson. 
Eric Foster Sr. Rutgers 

Good-motor player whose speed, at 265 pounds, is devastating. 
‘Andre Fluellen Sr. Florida State 
‘Top-notch run-stuffer with 16 career tackles for loss. 

B.J. Raji Sr. Boston College 

‘An immovable 340-pounder wham AGC coaches rave about. 

Frank Okam Sr. Texas 

| Numbers don't tell the whole story as the NFL loves this guy. 

Kellen Dykes Sr. West Virginia 
‘3i-game starter was first-team All-Big East last Season. 

Mitch King Jr. To 

| Not heavy 64 pounds) but looks lke best interior tneman in Big Ten. 
James McClinton Sr. ‘ansas 
More than a gap-plugger, he made 14.5 tackles for loss last season. 
Terrill Byrd Jr. Cincinnati 

|_ All-Big East as a sophomore after season with 8.5 tackles forloss. 
Jeff Owens Georgia 
Had 19 quarterback 

Nick Hayden 

300-pounder has plugged away for 26 consecutive starts. 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Calais Campbell Jr. 

_Off-the-charts physically (6-8, 282) and product 

Derrick Harvey Jr. Florida 

Made Ohio State look sily with three sacks and a fumble recovery. 
Quentin Groves Sr. “Auburn 

|_Will also see time at OLB as Auburn tinkers with 3-4 front. 

| Chris Long Sr. Virginia 

Howie's kid knows how to get to the QB, too. 

Bruce Davis Sr. 

Pure speed coming off the edge — 12,5 sacks last year. 


‘Tommy Blake Sr. TCU 
Star high school RB has us used his quicks to get 19 cz 19 career sacks, 


Matthew Shaugnessy Jr Wisconsi 
_Two years after knee surgery, he'll start putting up bigger numbers. 


“Vernon Gholston Jr Ohio State 
Only returning starter on line will get plenty of blocking attention. 


Tyson Jackson Jt. Lsu 
Nearly 300 pounds at end ... and having no trouble getting to the QB. 


Wallace Gilberry Sr. Alabama 
OF fensive-minded head coach Nick Saban. 


ittsburgh 


| Joe Clermond 
Emerged last season as first-year starter with Big East-best 16.5 TFLs. 


TWS NOOVONY DidIy COOL AS OLOHe 


DERRICK HARVEY 


barely three sentences. 

After another one- 
sentence, 10-second, monotone answer, UF coach Urban Meyer finally 
had enough. 

“Come on, Hary,” Meyer urged. “Let it go.” 

‘That got a smile out of Harvey, but it didn't make his answers any 
longer. As loud as his play is on the field — he was second in the 
Southeastern Conference with 11 sacks — he is practically mute once he 
takes off his pads 

“When he’s comfortable around people, he'll talk more,” co- 
defensive coordinator Charlie Strong said. “(Wide receiver Cornelius 
Ingram) is his best friend, so he’s probably the guy he talks to more than 
anyone. 

Harvey started his football career with a one-word answer. 

Rich Houchens, the football coach at Eleanor Roosevelt High 
School in Greenbelt, Md. first spotted Derrick Harvey in 2002 on 
the basketball court. Houchens watched the 6-2, 185-pounder grab 
a rebound and dunk, and the football coach got excited. Then Houchens 
watched Harvey use a chest bump to shove a player who had taunted 
him, and he got even more excited. 

“The kid went flying,” Houchens said. “Then I saw the look in 
(Harvey's) eyes, It hit another switch, I'm like, ‘Oh, he's nasty, too. He's 
got an aggressive side,” 

Afrer the game, Houchens rushed over to Harvey. 

“Come play football,” he said. 

“OK,” Harvey replied. 

Harvey quickly became a starter at tight end and defensive end as 
a junior and burst onto the national scene in the first game of his senior 
season against neighboring Severna Park High School. 

“He had a coming-out party,” Houchens remembered. “He had 
four, maybe five sacks, and I don’t know how the quarterback survived ic. 
Ie looked like (Michael) Strahan coming off the edge. He just came off 
the edge so quick. His first step was so quick and explosive.” 

Harvey racked up 31 sacks as a senior and ended up being rated as 
one of the top five recruits by several recruiting services, Harvey arrived 
in Gainesville in 2004 and needed a redshire year to adjust to the speed 
of the game while he gained weight and strength. 

“[ needed to learn, to get better,” Harvey said. “Everybody helped 
me outa lot. The (defensive) linemen. The OL, too.” 

Harvey had six tackles and one sack as a redshirt freshman in 2005, 
cd he started last season slowly. He exploded in UF's fourth game 
inst Kentucky, beginning a stretch in which he had at least one s 
in six consecutive games, 

Don't just chalk that up to the fact he was playing opposite Jarvis 
Moss, a first-round NEL draft pick who had 7.5 sacks last season. The 
defensive staff contends Harvey could turn into one of the best defensive 
ends in school history. 

He's no a real big kid. He's 245 pounds, and he’s playing 300- 
pound offensive tackles and he’s held his own in there,” co-defensive 
coordinator Greg Mattison said. 

“He's really given us a bonus agin the run, 
can label him as a pass rusher. He can play all of it.” 


ick 


Tdon’t think you 


2007 wWiww.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


Linoy's Sports Annuats YI 


PLAYER RATINGS 


LINEBACKERS 


sno secret that Ohio State linebacker James Laurinaitis has a famous 
father, Joe, who wrestles as Animal, one of the Road Warriors, aka 
Legion of Doom. 

What’ gone unnoticed until now is that Laurinaitis apparently also 
has a ewin brother who plays for the Buckeyes, or at he least did la 


son. 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
| 4.| James Laurinaitis Jr. Ohio State 


| Dan Connor “Penn State 
Moving from outside spot and into Spolight vacated by Paul Postuszny. 


Vince Hall Sr. Virginia Tech 
_ Sutest tackler in the ACG — had 128 of them last season, 
Rey Maualuga Jr usc 
Plays with an attitude; promises fo curb it off the field. 
"Jasper Brinkley Sr South Carolina 
Will be flanked this season by his twin brother, Casper (also very good), 
JLeman Sr. Minois 
Big Ten's leading tackler missed spring because of ankle surgery. 
Jonathan Goff Sr Vanderbilt 
|_ Thought about NFL after being ca team All-SEC as a junior. 


Philip Wheeler Georgia Tech 
Tremendous playmaker who had dco for loss, nine sacks last year 


Jordon Dizon Sr. Colorado 
Team captain likely will end up in schoo!’ for career tackles. 


Mike Klinkenborg Sr. at See 


lowa 
429 tackles last season ...and an academic All-American, to boot. 
Jerod Mayo Jr. Tennessee 

With 83 tackles, the leader of one of SEC's best 


| Prince Hall _ So. Alabama 


ising star will be defensive signal-caller in new 3-4 scheme. 


OP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 

Keith Rivers: Sr. usc 

He's a senior, so might get more award attention than his junior LB mates. 
Ali Highsmith Sr 

Big hitter helps give LSU arguably the top L 


Alvin Bowen Sr. 
"National leader last season with 12.9 tackles per game. 


Maryland 
big brother E.. did. 
| Wesley Woodyard Kentucky 
Heart of Kentucky's defense made - tackles last year, was All-SEC. 


Virginia Tech 
Most disruptive and dangerous, Peer Hokies! top-rated D. 


All-Big 12 hometown ki 


| lan Campbell 
Had 11.5 sacks last year, but moves from DE to OLB in switch to 3-4. 
Malik Jackson Sr. Louisville 

Playmaker's season highlight: Fumble return for TD vs. West Virginia. 
‘Spencer Larsen Sr. Arizor 

“Hist might be the happiest guy in focbal he's always round the bal too. 
Brian Cushing Jr usc 

Physical specimen has to share tackles with Rivers, Maualuga, 
Marcus Freeman ‘Sr ol 
Fastest OSU ‘backer, strong finish in ‘06 coming 


State 
back from knee inju 


Laurinaitis Uses Unsatisfying 
Finish to Target Improvement 


OAM YON Ad LOH 


1S NOOIDISH 


James Laurinaitis 


‘That's who 
itis must be 
talking about when he grades the guy who wore the No. 33 je 
started every game in the middle of the OSU defense and won the 
Nagurski Award as the nation’s best defensive player. 

“Best defensive player in college football? I cantt really believe that,” 
Laurinaitis said, “because I look at film and there are so many things 1 
think I could have done better. I think, probably, it was a team award 
and they just decided to give it to me.” 

Is not as if the Buckeyes were swimming in defensive All-Ameri- 
cans last season. Laurinaitis was it in the season following the loss of nine 
defensive starters, including luminaries A.J. Hawk, Bobby Carpenter and 
Anthony Schlege 

Those three gave OSU whae wi 
widely acknowledged as the nation’s 
trio of linebackers in 2005. 

Laurinaitis’ production — team-bests 
of 115 tackles, three forced fumbles and 
five interceptions, the most by an Ohio 
Ss et in 20 years — helped turn what was supposed 0 be a 
suspect defense into one of the country’s best yet again in 2006. 

‘That earned him considerable attention asa Lombardi, Butkus and 
Outland candidate d 

“Obviously, you don't want to disappoint people, but you can't focus 
on that,” Laurinaitis said. 

“ma firm believer in (the saying), ‘We're not going to focus on 
accomplishments, we're going to focus on improvements.” I love that 
quote and it's true — yout have to focus on the stuff you can get better 
at, because you're never as good as you think you are.” 

Tes casy for Laurinaitis to take that view because the f 
memories he has are of the Buckeyes allowing 80 points, 
two games of last season. 

‘The 39 points Michigan scored in the reguls 
sting as bad, because OSU won that game. But the 41 Florida pur up in 
the BCS national championship game still haunts the Buckeyes’ defense. 

“If chat doesn’t motivate you, I don’t know what would,” Laurinaitis 
said, “Ending the year like that doesn't allow anyone to feel great about 
ything. We cach have to do whatever we can to make sure that never 
happens again.” 

Laurinaitis had 15 stop: 
rs at his te 


For more of Lindy's 
All-American rankings, 
visit 
www.lindyssports.com 


st 


te linel 


season. 


-season finale don't 


inst the Gators, so he could point 
fin, mmates. Instead, he targets no shortage of areas in which 
he can improve in 2007. 

“Reading (plays) faster, getting to the quarterback better, being more 
physical, there's a lot of stuff,” he said. “I’m a perfectionist, so I'm going 
to stick with everything 

Carpenter, a first-round choice of the Dallas Cowboys, thinks 
Laurinaitis may be short-changing himself with that evaluation. 

“The way he’s worked, the way he’s picked things up ... 
really speak for themselves,” Carpenter said. “He was on a great defense 
and he was the focal point of that defense. His big plays, most of them, 
came at crucial times that really curned the tide.” 


his stats 


— Jason Steele 
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he apartment has been emptied, the class load considerably 

T lightened, the boxing put on a back shelf. These days, Notre 

Dame safety Tom Zbikowski has a one-track mind, his focus 
singularly trained on improving his play on the football field. 


‘The determination is partially born of disappointment, 
In 2005, asa junior, Zbikowski seemed to have a homing device for 


~ TOP CORNERBACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


‘Antoine Cason Sr. Arizona 
‘Taking place along other UA great CBs — Daryll Lewis, Chris McAlister. 


Dwight Lowery Sr. San Jose State 
Came out of nowhere to pick off nine passes, earn All-American honors. 


Brandon Flowers Jr. Virginia Tech 
Every top-rated defense comes complete with a shut -down comer 


Agib Talib Jr Kansas 
‘Six INTS and 22 pass break-ups en route to al-conference honors. 


Paul Oliver Sr. Georgia 
|_Helped the Dawas hold Calvin Johnson to only two catches last season. 


eon Castille Sr. Alabama 
|_ Had two two-INT games last season en route to AI-SEC honors. 


Malcolm Jenkins Jr. Ohio State 
Worthy of carrying the banner for Ohio State's great cornerback tradition. 


‘Tony Carter Jr. Florida State 
‘Seminoles’ top cover corner in at least several years. 


Terrell Thomas. Sr. usc 
Returned from 2008 injury to make plays all over the field for USC. 


40.| Jack Ikegwt Jr Wisconsin 
© | First-team Al-Big Ten has height (6-1) and serious recovery speed. 


| 11.| DeJuan Tribble Sr. Boston College 
Returned three of his seven interceptions last season for touchdowns. 


42,| Terrence Wheatley Sr. Colorado — 
Was one of only four non-seniors who made first-team All- 


TOP SAFETIES 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Kenny Phillips Jr. Miami 
Just needs to stay healthy (unlike last year) to earn top biling.. 


Jonathan Bee Tennessee 

Has comer skil 

‘Tom Zbikows! Notre Dame 
|_Fifth-year senior came back to improve on disappointing junior season. 


| Derek Pegues 
Moving to safety after having three TDs a year ago — two on punt returns. 


Chris Horton 


‘At 230 pounds, he has been timed as Sun Devils’ fastest player. 


Eric Wicks Sr. West Virginia 
Especially dangerous near the line of scrimmage; seven sacks in ‘06. 
‘Taylor Mays So. USC 

Has great size (6-4, 225) and you know if he's at USC, he isn't slow. 
Jamal Lewis 

| Took to th fe earning Al 

Myron 

Did not. appoint, starting 10 games at rover as true freshman. 
Anthony Scirrotto sr Penn State 

Led the Big Ten with six iisrepienes including one vs. Vols in bowl, 
Quintin Demps UTEP 

ted C-USAwith seven INTs, and is teat on Kok returns. 


Zbikowski Zeroes In for Irish 


OS Ad OLOHA 


the football and 
a magnetic attraction to 
the end zone, coming 
up with a team-high five 
interceptions, forcing 
one fumble, and 
returning two punts and two interceptions for touchdowns. 

He helped preserve a 17-10 victory over Michigan with a key 
interception. Against Tennessee, he returned both a punt and an inter- 
ception for touchdowns, made nine tackles and had one sack. 

He finished the year with 71 tackles, fourth on the team. 

In 2006, however, Zbikowski saw his numbers slip — he returned 
only one kick for a touchdown — and his impact became muted. 

Why? 

"The reasons why are just all excuses, You've gor to just look at it the 
way it is on film, and just correct it,” Zbikowski said. “That's the biggest 
thing I've been working on with (defensive backs) Coach (Bill) Len 
and Coach (Corwin) Brown, just watching some extra film, not making 
excuses for why things happen.” 

So instead of leaving with the rest of his incoming class and throw- 
ing his hat into the NFL Draft, Zbikowski chose to return for a fifth year 
at Notre Dame. 

Gone is teammate, roommate and partner-in-crime Jeff Samardzija, 
the wide receiver/pircher who started spring in the Cubs’ minor league 
system. Gone is Brady Quinn, the golden-armed quarterback turned Top 
10 NFL Draft pick. Gone is secondary mare Chinedum Ndukwe, with 
whom Zbikowski roamed the backfield for the past two seasons. 

What remains is a stripped-down life, one from which Zbikowski 
has tried to banish any and all distractions. 

For one thing, “I've got a lighter load because I was on pace to 
graduate in three-and-a-half years,” Zbikowski said. 

As for boxing, Zbikowski, who last summer fought a professional 
bout at Madison Square Garden in New York, hung up his gloves after a 
March 6 exhibition charity bour in South Bend. 

“[ don't think there’s any question Tommy did what he did in 
boxing because ... he’s reached the point in his athletic career where he's 
made a decision that this game of football is important to him,” Lewis 
said. “He wants to have the best year he can possibly have. It’ really 
a focusing.” 

How much room is there for improvement in Zbikowski’s game? 

“T think that he’s capable of raising his level of performance kind of 
across the board. IF had to point to an area it would be in his playmak- 
ing ability versus the passing game,” Lewis said. “I really think there's 
a significant upside to him.” 

“There's upside to the Irish as well, Zbikwoski said. 

With the departures of Quinn, Samardzija, right tackle Ryan Harris 
and defensive end Victor Abiamiri, many are expecting the Irish, after 
two consecutive trips to Bowl Championship Series games, to suffer 
a drop-off in 2007. 

Zbikowski insists it won't happen. 

“We're going to have games like always,” Zbikowski said. 
because we lose a couple of people doesn’t mean we can't wi 


— Avani Parel 


m Zbikowski 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Cal’s Jackson Outruns 


Coverage on Way to History Gasaniscceheal 


- TOP KICKERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


‘Arthur Carmody Sr. Louisville 
Reigning Groza Award winner has never missed beyond 40 yards. 


Alexis Serna Sr. ‘Oregon State 
2005 Groza winner hit a school-ecord 58-yard fold oal last season, 


| Sam Swank Jr Wake Forest 
Hit 5 of 7 from beyond 50 last year, and is a heck of a punter, too. 


| Jeremy Ito | Sr. Rutgers 
Hits from beyond 50... and gets bonus points for being clutch, 


Sr. Oklahoma 
Missed once in 20 FG tries last year ... and that was blocked at Oregon. 


| Taylor Mehihaff ‘Sr. Wisconsin 
‘Accuracy, range and he led Big Ten kickers in touchbacks last seasor 


Brandon Coutu Sr. Georgia 


Dawas missed him baaly when he sat out seven gamies with bad hammy. 


- Jeff Wolfert Jr. Missouri 
Missed only twice in 20 field goal attempts, with a long of 54. 


CLASS COLLEGE 


| Durant Brooks Georgia Te: 
AY raged 455 yrds per punt last season; hhad a net 42,0 yards in ACC. 


Britton Colqui Jr Tennessee 


Chris Miller 
‘His 46.3-yard ret 
Ken DeBauche Wisconsin 
Trying to get back to 2005 average of 44.8 yards per attempt. 
Jr. ‘Oklahoma State 
season behind Baylor's Daniel Sepulveda. 


| The kicking Colquitt family has another good one (84.yard average). 


Cal 


Justin Brantly 
His 44.3-yard average ranked 10th nationally last seasor 


Geoffrey Price Notre Dame 
Averaged 45.4 yards last season; has improved as directional punter. 


ae ALL-PURPOSE 


CLASS COLLEGE 


ror Jackson’ Jt Cal 
Five punt returns for touchdowns in two years... take that, Reggie Bush. 


C.J, Spiller So, 
Whatever way he gets the ball it's a 
Damon Nickson 
Al-conference safety also 
Darrell Blackman N.C. State 
_ Breakaway threat at WR and on returns, with TDs on a punt and kick. 


Marcus Thigpen Indiana 
Good rush cate! i 


| Anthony 
‘Averaged 10.1 yrds per carry last year after coming back fom 


tanding back there alone — the punt coming at him, the 

coverage team bearing down and the stadium holding its 

collective breath — Cal’s DeSean Jackson does not think about 
the gunners, the wall, the seams or the end zone. 

“My focus,” he said, “is only on catching the ball. Then, after I do 
that, [let my natural ability take over.” 

And Jackson might have as much natural ability as any punt 
returner in college football history. 

Consider: 

* He leads all active players with five punt return touchdowns, three 
shy of the NCAA record — and he’ only a junior this season. 

* He has returned just 26 punts in his career, which means he 
averages a touchdown nearly once in every five returns 

+ He was the first-team Associated Bress All-American punt returner 
last season and won the inaugural Randy Moss Award given to the 
nation’s top return man. 

“He's the best I've had,” said Cal special teams coach Pete Alamar, 
“and I coached Dennis Northcutt.” Northeutt, of the Jacksonville 
Jaguars, has returned three punts for touchdowns in the NEL. 

Jackson, who attended Long Beach Poly High School and chose Cal 
over USC, is more than a brilliant punt returner. He’ also one of the 
nation’s top receivers, a playmaker in the mold of Reggie Bush or Ted 
Ginn Jr. — someone who can change a game at any moment, from any 
place on the field. 

All Jackson did last year as a wideout was catch 59 passes, average 18 
yards a reception and score nine touchdowns. In 24 career games, he has 
21 TDs 

Jackson looks like the best player in the Pacific-10 Conference, and, 
given enough opportunities as a receiver and returner, could make a run 
at the Heisman Trophy. He certainly won't have much trouble generating 
highlights. 

However dangerous he is as a receiver, the 6-0, 166-pound Jackson 
is at his breathtaking best as a punt returner. He has first-class speed, the 
vision to spor seams in the coverage, and the lateral quickness to elude 
the first wave of tacklers. 

Jackson also does a terrific job setting up his blockers, Last season, 
he fielded a punt against Oregon, took a few steps to his left ro lure the 
coverage in that direction, then quickly cut to his right. Wich the wall 
waiting for him, Jackson raced into the end zone for a 65-yard rouch- 
down. 


“But there are 


's the biggest thing, getting to the wall,” h 
rantees, I just have to react to the situation.” 
son's biggest obstacle might be his own reputation. The Bears 
expect opponents to avoid him as often as possible. But as coach JefF 
Tedford said, “It’s not as easy as you think to kick the ball away.” 

‘Texas A&M proved that in the Holiday Bowl, when the Ag 
attempted to kick away from Jackson but ended up shanking a punt for 
zero net yards, Cal took over at the ASM 41 and was in the end zone 
four plays later. 

“One of the things DeSean does,” Alamar said, “is make teams pay 
for their mistakes.” 


no gua 


J 


— Jon Wilner 
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MARKS. 
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West Virginia’s dynamic duo of Pat White (5) and Steve 
Slaton are nearly unstoppable on the ground. 


Disclaimer: This category is always tricky, 
Here's how it works; You have to have standouts 
at quarterback and running back. Which is why you 


won't see Arkansas (hmmm ... maybe Darren 
McFadden should play quarterback full time) and why 
there is no Glemson, which has the shifty and nifty 
runners but, alas, a rookie quarterback. 

What we're looking for are All-American 
candidates at both spots. Let's see ... like Michigan, 
yes ... and West Virginia ... even better! 

QB Pat White and RB Steve Slaton are the rocket 
fuel in the Mountaineers’ offense, combining to rush 
for 34 touchdowns and nearly 3,000 yards last 
season. They each had a pair of 200-yard games on. 
the ground. 

There's nothing to think that they won't reach — 
or exceed — those numbers this year. And they'll be 
the most exciting duo while doing it. 


In just about any other year, QB Chad Henne and 
RB Mike Hart — along with highly rated talent in 
feserve — would be the top backfield, H&H should be 
taking a big eraser to the Michigan record book this 
fall... assuming good health, of course. Hart is 794 
yards away from setting the school's rushing record, 
and Henne, sitting at a heavenly 7,777 yards is about 
a half season away from the passing mark 


The Trojans have the most talented backfield in 
terms of five-star depth, but we can’t pick them No. 1 
in everything (although you can’t tell by our defensive 
Unit rankings), Anyway, USC has the Heisman 
candidate quarterback in John David Booty and has 
hoarded so many elite running backs that you wonder 
if Pete Carroll has some weird form of football 
kleptomania, Thing is, none of the backs has yet to 
accomplish college greatness. 


rn 
Baby-faced Colt McCoy channeled the spirit of 

a grizzled veteran last season, throwing for a school- 

record 29 touchdowns as a redshirt freshman. Coach 

Mack Brown was thrilled with McCoy's improvement 

inthe spring. Speedy Jamaal Charles should shine at 


running back as he takes his new role as the featured 
back and runs with it, 


If that was the real Erik Ainge last year (and not 
the one from the 2005 season), then many good 
things will follow for the Vols, trying to win the East 
during a window when Florida is reloading. Coach 
Phillip Fulmer can ride whatever hot feet he wants at 
tailback, choosing among LaMarcus Coker, Arian 
Foster and Montario Hardesty, 


QB Stephen McGee hits like a linebacker, 
274-pound Jorvorskie Lane hits like a pulling guard 
and Mike Goodson ... well, you have to catch him to 
find out 


8 Brian Brohm will put on an audition for the 
No. 1 pick in the NFL draft, while a mix-and-match 
backfield suits any situation 


NFL-sized QB Andre Woodson blossomed 
as a junior, and RB Rafael Little should come up 
1,000-yards big as he has in the past. 


Matt Ryan is the best quarterback in the ACC. 
L.V, Whitworth and Andre Callender combined for 
more than 1,400 rushing yards, They're all seniors. 


Versatile OB Chase Daniel can pass and run his 
way through the Big 12, Tony Temple is the leading 
returning rusher in the league. 


RECEIVERS 


There is 6-11 senior Harry Douglas, who is fast 
and shifty and always finds the open spaces. He did 
that often enough last season to set a school record 
with 1,265 yards. 

Then there is the NFL prototype go-get-it 
receiver — 6-6 junior Mario Urrutia, who was a mere 
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27 yards short of joining Douglas in the 1,000-yard 
club last season. Urrutia projects as a 2009 first- 
rounder ... unless he decides to be a 2008 first- 
rounder. 

Then there is a bit of a wild card in 6-3 senior 


8. HAWAII 


The trio of Davone Bess, Jason Rivers and 
Ryan Grice-Mullen combined for 3,168 yards and 
36 touchdowns last season. 


Patrick Carter, a former Georgia Tech 
quarterback/returner whose athletic skills weren't 
fully on display last season because of an ankle 
injury. He can be super. 

And, yeah, Louisville has tight ends who produce 
like receivers, too, Gary Barnidge averaged 16.5 yards 
on 31 catches. 


2. FLORIDA 


Urban Meyer has the do-it-all receivers, to go 
along with the do-everything quarterback, who make 


9. VIRGINIA TECH 


Ashare-the-wealth group, and it seems as if 
Eddie Royal, Josh Morgan, Justin Harper and Josh 
Hyman have been there as long as Frank Beamer. 


10. PENN STATE 


The opposite of Hawaii. Not eye-popping 
numbers, but Derrick Williams, Deon Butler and 
Jordan Norwood are weapons. 


the shotgun-spread so much fun to watch, The bonus 
is that Andre Caldwell (129 career catches) came back 
for his senior season, helping show the way to 
sophomore Percy Harvin (although he already seems: 
to have discovered the path to the end zone). 
Sophomore Jarred Fayson will get a workout, and 
junior Louis Murphy was a spring star. Cornelius 
Ingram, a bigger tight-end type, will be busy, too, 


3. CAL 


The Bears are going on their third season with 
the same productive trio — DeSean Jackson, Lavelle 
Hawkins and Robert Jordan. They combined for 
151 catches for 2,236 yards and 18 touchdowns last 
‘season — and that was with Nate Longshore still 
tiptoeing through his first season as the starter. 


4. OKLAHOMA 


Sure, they have to worry about who is going to 
get them the ball, but there are options galore as 
13 of 14 players who caught a pass last season are 
back. The headliner is junior Malcolm 
Kelly, who doesn't need a perfect pass 
because he’s 6-4 and has a knack for, 
leaping, reaching or otherwise 
contorting to make the catch. 


5. KENTUCKY 


A Top 10 backfield for Kentucky 
and a Top 5 group of receivers? Parity 
has arrived. The Wildcats earn their way 
onto this list with Keenan Burton (77, 
catches, 1,036 yards, 12 TDs) and Dicky 
Lyons Jr. (50 for 822) and the SEC’s top 
tight end, Jacob Tamme. 


6. ALABAMA 


DJ Hall and Keith Brown are a nice 
security blanket for not-yet-30 offensive 
coordinator Major Applewhite, who has 
ample depth to rotate through the 
wideout positions. 


7. MICHIGAN 


Mario Manningham doesn't have 
trouble getting open, no matter the f 
circumstances. It would be nice, e = 
though, if Adrian Arrington (40 catches 
last season) escaped from the spring 
doghouse. 


7_oP 
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OFFENSIVE 
LINES 


41. MICHIGAN 


This ranking made possible by left tackle Jake 
Long's decision to return for his senior season. A high 
first-round pick protecting the valuable backside of 
quarterback Chad Henne is a great place to start. 

There's more, of course. With Michigan linemen, 
there always is, Adam Kraus is among the finest 
guards in the country, and right guard Alex Mitchell 
has been through the Big Ten battles, 

Another star is on the way, as sophomore center 


Jake Long returns for his senior year, 
and anchors the Michigan line. 


Gi 
: 
E 
: 
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Justin Boren is coming off a spring in which he 
looked like he could dominate. 


2. USC 


el 

This ranking made possible by left tackle Sam 
Baker's decision to return for his senior season. A high 
first-round pick protecting the valuable backside of 
quarterback John David Booty is a great place to start. 

Yes, there is more here, too. Junior right guard 
Chilo Rachal was a second-team All-Pac-10 choice 
last year; starter Drew Radovich moves from left 
guard to right tackle and oft-injured (and talented) 
Jeff Byers will help somewhere in the interior. 


3. TEXAS A&M 


Everything is coming together for the Aggies, 
who expect to feature five seniors in the starting 
lineup, four of whom are returning starters. The other, 
guard Chris Yoder, has 29 games of experience, 
Senior center Cody Wallace and guard Kirk Elder are 
all-star candidates. 


4. OREGON STATE 


Four starters return, including first-team All-Pac- 
10 guard Jeremy Perry, second-team all-league center 
Kyle DeVan and fourth-year starter Roy Schuening, 
That all makes a new starting quarterback very happy. 


5. RUTGERS 


The Scarlet Knights didn't go crazy with the pass 
last season, but it’s still impressive that the line allowed 
only eight sacks, the fewest in the nation. Plus, there 
were all those holes for Ray Rice, Three starters return, 
and tackles Jeremy Zuttah and Pedro Sosa each earned 
postseason honors from the Big East. 


ALABAMA 


‘As a high school senior, left tackle Andre Smith 
announced his college choice by pulling a houndstooth 
hat from under a table, If that didn’t endear him to 
Bama fans, his play as a true freshman did. All five 
starters return, 


7. OKLAHOMA 


Three full-time starters return for the Sooners, 
and junior college transfer Phil Loadholt joins the 
lineup. A “load” indeed. He's 6-8, 360. 


8. LOUISVILLE 


Left tackle George Bussey and center Eric Wood 
are two of the top linemen in the Big East, helping the 
Cardinals get a Top 10 ranking in this position group, 
too. 


9. FLORIDA 


The one area of the Gators not hit hard by 
departures, including left tackle Phil Trautwein and 
center Drew Miller, shifting from guard. 


10. OHIO STATE 


‘The Buckeyes have bookends — tackles Kirk 
Barton and Alex Boone — who will be vying for all- 
conference honors. 
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RANKINGS 


DEFENSE 


10 
DEFENSIVE 
LINES 


{sit even remotely possible that a team could 
have the best group of defensive linemen, linebackers 
and defensive backs in the country? Well, kids, it is 
if you've been recruiting like Pete Carroll. 

This position group will start a trend, as the 
Trojans, at every level of defense, have the finest 
Collections of talent. On the line, it starts with All- 
American defensive tackle Sedrick Ellis, and end 
Lawrence Jackson has the ability to be so honored 
as well, Both are seniors. 

Junior tackle Fili Moala is another imposing 
presence. Junior end Kyle Moore ended spring as 
No. 1, but he might just be keeping the position 
warm for true freshman Everson Griffin, considered in 
‘some circles to be the top recruit in the country. 

See, that's the way Carroll has been recruiting. 


SS 

The Tigers have an (almost) legitimate case for 
having the top defensive line. LSU tackle Glenn 
Dorsey and end Tyson Jackson pretty much cancel 
out their Trojan counterparts. And if the Trojans want. 
to compare blue-chip recruits, then the Tigers happily 
will lead with sophomore tackle Al Woods, 

LSU has big, versatile, talented parts here, and 
aggressiveness under coordinator Bo Pelini that is 
rarely matched. Maybe we can see USC's and LSU's 
D-lines in action in the national title game ... that's 
What we really want. 


Defensive tackle Eric Foster is the emotional 
leader of the team, and he earned first-team 
All-American honors last season from the Football 
Writers Association of America. Jamal Westerman 
(8.5 sacks last season) is set at one end, and George 
Johnson is promising on the other side. Typical of the 
whole team, there is now quality depth. 


‘The Gamecocks added so much new talent on the 
defensive line in the spring that they could afford to 
move talented end Capser Brinkley to outside 
linebacker. All the other starters return, but it’s still 
‘a mad dash for playing time as prep school transfers 
Ladi Ajiboye and Clifton Geathers showed they're ready. 


Pass-rusher Quentin Groves is expected to play 
‘some outside "backer when Auburn uses a 3-4 this 
‘season, but, for these purposes, we'll consider him 
lineman. A fast, scary, get-to-the-quarterback 
lineman. The Tigers have options because emerging 
players inside could allow 287-pound sophomore 
Sen'Derrick Marks to go to end. 


(aaearennnnennemmmeemasmemeemnd 

‘Slowed by injuries last season, but each starter 
is entering his third season as a starter. With better 
luck in the health department, this will be the best 
pass-rushing unit in the Big Ten 


—SS 

The Seminoles have had four first-round NFL 
Draft picks from their defensive line this decade. 
Another possibility in the pipeline is senior DT Andre 
Fluellen. 


Bruce Davis loses tag-team end Justin Hickman 
— they each had 12.5 sacks last season — but 
everyone else is back. Seniors Kevin Brown and 
Brigham Harwell man the middle. 


Senior Tommy Blake leads the way, but 
classmate and fellow end Chase Ortiz has been first- 
team All-Mountain West the past two seasons as well. 


Three starters return from a line that allowed 
only four opponents last season to gain more than 
300 yards, 


LINEBACKERS 


This one really isn’t close. Each Trojans starter is 
a candidate for All-American honors. Nobody else has 
that. 

It's as USC assistant coach Sam Anno said, 
“We've got three guys who can be superstars.” 

There is no beginning or ending point to the 
linebacker group; it's just all one, big, fast blur headed 


USC’s Sedrick Ellis (49) and Lawrence Jackson (96) lead 
a hard-charging Trojan defensive line. 
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toward some poor sap with the football. The 
individual numbers won't wow anybody, but nowhere 
in the nation is the competition for tackles as fierce as 
it is on the USC defense. 

Senior Keith Rivers (85 tackles, three forced 
fumbles) is on the weak side, and junior Rey 
Maualuga (78 tackles) is in the middle. They were 
both first-team All-Pac-10. Brian Cushing, a junior, 
goes full time on the other side. 

“No doubt, this is the best position on the team,” 
coach Pete Carroll said. 


2. VIRGINIA TECH 


Only three of 13 opponents last season managed 
more than 13 points against the Hokies, and Vince 
Hall and Xavier Adibi were at the head of that effort — 
and have been for years. Together, they had 210 
tackles, including 17 for loss, five forced fumbles and 
three interceptions. 


3. OHIO STATE 


The defense rallied around middle linebacker 
James Laurinaitis last season as the first-year starter 
‘won the Bronco Nagurski Trophy, given to the nation’s 
most outstanding defender. He intercepted five passes 
and forced three fumbles. Speedy Marcus Freeman is 
back, too, and Larry Grant should carry on at the 
other spot. 


4. SOUTH CAROLINA 


Jasper and Casper Brinkley are the best set of 
football-playing twins with rhyming names in the 
country. Ah, heck, they might be the best linebacker 
duo in the SEC. They are one letter apart in name and 
a few feet closer on the field this season, with Casper 
moving from end to OLB. They had a combined 
28 tackles for loss, including 12 sacks last season. 
‘Sophomore Rodney Paulk is no slouch, either. 


5. PENN STATE 


Dan Connor is taking the place of Paul Posluszny 
in the middle and he likely will take Poz’s place in the 
record book as Penn State's all-time leading tackler. 
Which is saying something. Sean Lee will play 
a strong second-fiddle to Connor on the outside. 


6. LSU 


Senior Ali Highsmith, a returning All-SEC player, 
and junior Darry Beckwith are the leaders of an 
experienced group that can really fly. 


7. OREGON STATE 


‘Three starters return for the Beavers, including 
‘two-time second-team All-Pac-10 Derrick Doggett 
(hey, i's hard to be first-team all-league with those 
"SC guys there) and Alan Darlin. 


8. TENNESSEE 
Jerod Mayo, Ryan Karl and Rico McCoy are three 


good reasons why the Vols should unseat linebacker- 
deprived Florida in the SEC East. 


9. NEBRASKA 


The high-level play of senior Bo Ruud isa given, 
and Steve Octavien and Corey McKeon just need to 


USC cornerback Terrell 
Thomas is another Trojan 
defensive stalwart. 


stay healthy. Octavien will be used as a pass-rusher 
supreme. 


10. IOWA 


Mike Klinkenborg picked up last season where 
Chad Greenway and Abdul Hodge left off in 2005. 


TOP 
10 


DEFENSIVE 
BACKS 


1. USC 


The Trojans finish the defensive sweep of the 
position rankings with a flourish. The starting 
secondary returns intact, and two other players have 
starting experience. 

Now, don't go running to the NCAA stats. USC 
was right in the middle range of Division I-A pass 
defense last season, allowing 204.8 yards per game. 
Nothing special there ... until you consider the 
Trojans played nine games in the pass-happy Pac-10, 
and two more against quarterbacks who could air 
it out — Brady Quinn and Chad Henne. 

Bear in mind that USC was 22nd nationally in 
passing efficiency defense, which is significantly 
better than its rank in yards allowed, and that number 
should improve again because of experience, depth 
and a return to the turnover-forcing machine typical 
of Pete Carroll’s defenses. 

As for the players, cornerback Terrell Thomas 
and strong safety Kevin Ellison are the leaders, with 
6-4 sophomore Taylor Mays a former future star who 
has arrived at free safety. Cary Harris is back at the 
‘other corner spot, with safety Josh Pinkard and 
corner Kevin Thomas, both of whom missed most of 
last season due to injuries, challenging for time. 


2. OKLAHOMA 


If there is something the Stoops brothers know, 
its how to recruit and coach defensive backs. Check 
‘out head coach Bob at Oklahoma (and then check out 
head coach Mike and defensive coordinator Mark at 
Arizona further down the list). 

The Sooners have stockpiled seven players with 
starting experience, including three who earned 
second-team All-Big 12 honors last season — 
Marcus Walker, Reggie Smith and Nic Harris. 


3. MIAMI 


Secondary is Miami's best and deepest position, 
although that will be tested with safety Anthony 
Reddick, a former freshman sensation out for the 
‘season because of a torn ACL in his left knee. He 
missed most of last season because of an ACL tear in 
his right knee. Still, the ‘Canes have Lindy’s top- 
ranked safety (junior Kenny Phillips) and their usual 
assortment of athleticism. 


4. GEORGIA 


The Bulldogs were second in the SEC with 
19 interceptions, and bring back Paul Oliver, who gets 
the nod over Alabama's Simeon Castille as the best 
cover man in the SEC. Safety Kelin Johnson is the 
enforcer. 


5. ARIZONA 


Teams might stay away from Lindy’s No.1 
cornerback, senior Antoine Cason, but quarterbacks 
will find another fourth-year starter — Wilrey 
Fontentot — on the other side. Dominic Patrick is 
back at safety, where there is ample talent to fill the 
Wildcats’ frequent nickel package. 


6. VIRGINIA TECH 


Cornerback Brandon Flowers was All-ACC last 
season. On the other side, Victor “Macho” Harris can’t 
afford to be bad with that nickname. 


7. FLORIDA STATE 


Myron Rolle is the top free safety in the 
sophomore class, and junior corner Tony Carter gives 
FSU lock-down ability. 


8. LSU 


The Tigers were super at safety last year. Those 
guys are gone, and the secondary's assets are now 
strongest at cornerback with Jonathan Zenon and 
Chevis Jackson 


9. RUTGERS 


Safeties Courtney Greene and Ron Girault are 
All-Big East players. Girault is entering his fourth 
season as a starter; Greene is a fearsome hitter. The 
McCourty twins (Devin and Jason) are solid at corner. 


10. SOUTH FLORIDA 


Trae Williams was an All-Big East selection in 
2006, and fellow cornerback Mike Jenkins can pretty 
much run down anyone from behind. 
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EVERYBODY GETS ANOTHER 
GAME ... SORT OF By Anthony Gimino 


Remember those “hurry-up-and-run-the-clock” rule changes that were 
installed last season? Never mind. 

Basically, the Football Rules Committee realized that those goofy rules were 
designed for people who didn’t like football ... and so they gave us the equiva- 
lent of a game back. 

We still have 12 regular-season games to watch each fall, but the 15 minutes 
“saved” for each game by the lousy rule changes add up to what amounts to 
enough snaps for one complete game of football. And they've given us those 
plays back. 

An average of seven plays per game per team, times 12 games, hmmm, carry 
the one... that’s 84 more offensive snaps for your favorite team! 

The silly notion that the clock should start on a change of possession when 
the ball is placed down by the referees, and when they say “go” on kickoffs 
(rather than when the ball is touched by the receiving team), became apparent 
very quickly in 2006. We're glad that the powers that be showed they actually 
like football enough to correct themselves. 


Overall, the Division I-A average was 
64 plays per team last season, although 
some games were so short that Aubum 
ran just 37 plays against Georgia. 

“I just think those timing rules were 
so flawed because they didn’t add to 
the strategic nature of the game,” said 
San Jose State coach Dick Tomey, 
pointing out that mostly it just made 
it more difficult for teams to come 
from behind in the fourth quarter. 

This is a big deal for offense, for 
fan excitement, for record-breaking. 
Take Texas sophomore quarterback 
Colt McCoy as an example, and follow 
along with our rough math. 

The Longhorns passed 43.4 percent 
of the time last season. With 84 more 
plays this season, McCoy presumably 
would attempt 36 more passes. He 
averaged 8.1 yards per attempt last 
year ... which all means he should 
throw for 291 extra yards just 
because of the rules changes. 

So, if he stays for three seasons 
(and assuming bowl games) the clock 
rules should add 1,000 yards to his 
career total. 

Our calculator almost blew a fuse 
when we tried to punch in the figures 
for Hawaii's Colt Brennan, before 
spitting out 560 more passing yards 
with those extra snaps. 


The new timing rules will boost Colt 
Brennan's bottom line ... not that he 
needs the help. 
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DON'T MISS THE KICKOFFS 


So, if the NCAA is adding length 
back to the games, it has to trim 
somewhere else. It will do this three 
ways — two to reduce dawdling, and 
one to... well, one to help the offens- 
es, for some reason. 


= The play clock will be set to 15 
seconds, not 25, after TV timeouts. 
That'll work fine. 


= Team timeouts, in televised games, 
will be shortened to 30 seconds, 
down from 65, That would seem to 
invite some confusion and a tricky 
gadget here or there, 


® Kickoffs will be from the 30-yard 
line, not the 35, resulting in fewer 
touchbacks that stop the clock ... 
and more exciting kickoff returns 
(and more full-collision injuries). 


“I don't like it,” said new Iowa 
State head coach Gene Chizik, offer- 
ing a decidedly defensive viewpoint, 
following his 11 years as defensive 
coordinator, including at Auburn and 
Texas. “Many more drives are going to 
start further down the field.” 

The kick return, one of the most 
exciting plays in football, will be in 
greater abundance, putting more 
pressure on the defense. Perhaps 
teams will have to put more front- 
line players on kick coverage. 

“You kick a ball into the wind, the 
guy might catch it at the 20, and 
you're starting on offense at the 40 or 
50,” Texas coach Mack Brown said. 
“It’s even more important now to find 
that kicker with a dynamic leg.” 

A shrewd veteran such as Tomey, 
who will be 69 when the season 
starts, saw it coming, saying that in 
the spring, “We worked on kickoff 
returns more than ever in my coach- 
ing experience.” 
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College football enters the second 
season of the “double-hosting” sys- 
tem, which means one of the big four 
bowls will do it all over again a week 
later for the national title game. 

After the Fiesta Bowl folks got things 
started last season, the venue changes to 
New Orleans, which plays host to the 
Sugar Bowl on Jan. 1, and then to the BCS 
National Championship game on Jan. 7. 

Otherwise there are no changes in 
the BCS formula or who is eligible to 
be considered. A refresher: 

The champions of the six biggest 
conferences — ACC, Big East, Big Ten, 
Big 12, Pac-10 and SEC — earn auto- 
matic bids. 


The champions of the five other 
leagues can earn an automatic bid ... 


© If they are ranked in the top 12 of 
the final BCS rankings, or, 


m If they are ranked in the top 16 
and are higher than any of the “Big 
Six” conference champions. 


If multiple champs from the lower 
conferences qualify in this sce- 
nario, only the higher-rated one 
gets the automatic berth. 


Notre Dame gets an automatic 
berth if it is ranked in the top eight, 
but like any other team, it can quali- 
fy for an at-large spot with nine vic- 
tories and a top 14 ranking. 


BCS NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Monday, Jan. 7, 2008 
New Orleans ¢ Superdome 
BCS #1 vs. BCS #2 
Lindy’s pick: USC vs. LSU 


ORANGE BOWL 
Thursday, Jan. 3, 2008 
Miami ¢ Dolphin Stadium 
ACC champ vs. BCS at-large 
Lindy’s pick: Virginia Tech vs. 
Oklahoma 


FIESTA BOWL 
Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2008 
Glendale, Ariz. 
University of Phoenix Stadium 
Big 12 champ vs. BCS at-large 
Lindy’s pick: Texas vs. Wisconsin 


ROSE BOWL 
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2008 
Pasadena, Calif. ¢ Rose Bowl 
Pac-10 champ vs. Big Ten champ 
Lindy’s pick: Cal vs. Michigan 


SUGAR BOWL 


Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2008 
New Orleans ¢ Superdome 
SEC champ vs. BCS at-large 
Lindy’s pick: Tennessee vs. 

West Virginia 
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CHA-CHA-CHA-CHANGES 


Nothing stays the same. To wit: 


©@ TECHNOLOGY: UTEP coach Mike 
Price, using duct tape at first and 
later Velcro, attached a small camera 
to the top of his quarterbacks’ hel- 
mets in the spring. He then was able 
to break down practice film from the 
quarterback’s point of view, better 
able to critique the decision-making. 
Next up at UTEP: Madden ‘08 with the 
Wii remote control. 


® NUMBERS: Notre Dame redshirt 
freshman Demetrius Jones, one of four 
in the battle to replace quarterback 
Brady Quinn, brings athletic pizzazz 
and a truckload of confidence to the 
position. He changed his jersey from 
No. 4 to No. 3, embracing the histori- 
cal significance of Joe Montana, Rick 
Mirer and his new quarterbacks coach, 
Ron Powlus. 


@ TIMES: The trend nationally is for 
more limited access to players and 
coaches, and we're not just talking 
Nick Saban here. Purdue's Joe Tiller 
shut down access to spring practice 
(with similar plans for the fall) 
because he was tired of all the ensuing 
Internet chatter. “I'm tired of blogging 
and guys talking about our practices 
in postings and all that. It’s more 
problems than it is value,” he said. 


®@ LOGOS: As if being the Beavers 
wasn't distinctive enough, Oregon 
State is dropping the “U” from its 
logo and going with a new interlock- 
ing “0S.” The school wanted to sepa- 
rate itself from other OSU’s — Ohio 
State and Oklahoma State. In other 
news, Troy will remain the Trojans. 


© NICKQUAMES: Central Florida — or is 
it simply UCF now? — has a new logo, 
too, and a more streamlined name. The 
school's athletic teams are lopping off 
“Golden” and going with just 
“Knights.” Lucky for us, we're still 
blessed with Knights of Scarlet 
(Rutgers) and Knights of Black (Army). 
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Ohio State’s Todd Boeckman will try to fill Troy Smith's shoes for the Buckeyes 
while holding off some talented competition. 


It's never easy to follow a legend, 
but somebody has to do it. You never 
know ... sometimes a Heisman winner 
follows a Heisman winner (see Matt 
Leinart and Carson Palmer). And 
sometimes they don’t (see Chris Rix 
and Chris Weinke). 

Anyway, here is what’s happening 
with six of the toughest guys to 
replace: 


® Troy Smith, QB, Ohio State: It’s 
almost sure to be junior Todd 
Boeckman, although sophomore 
Rob Schoenhoft and/or redshirt 
freshman Antonio Henton can get 
an audition Sept. 1 against 
Youngstown State. 

VERDICT: Either way, the position 
loses a lot of flair. 


® Adrian Peterson, RB, Oklahoma: 
Next in line is Allen Patrick, a for- 
mer JC transfer defensive back who 
actually out-performed the freak- 
ishly athletic Peterson in some 
agility drills. Impressive. Spring 
star DeMarco Murray, a redshirt 
freshman with motor and moves, is 
right there, too. 

VERDICT: Most teams should be so 
lucky to have the Sooners’ backfield. 


®™ Calvin Johnson, WR, Georgia 
Tech: Forget it. One guy isn't 
replacing him. What the Yellow 
Jackets have to do is lean on All- 


ACC RB Tashard Choice and hope 
new QB Taylor Bennett isn’t as 
mistake-prone as Reggie Ball. 
VERDICT: It’s going to be all about 
Tech's superb defense, anyway. 


® JaMarcus Russell, QB, LSU: Matt 
Flynn, whose claim to fame is being 
the starter for the 2005 Chick-fil-A 
Peach Bowl wipeout of Miami, takes 
over. He doesn’t have the physical 
skills of Russell, but sophomore 
Ryan Perrilloux might. “We need 
both,” coach Les Miles said. 

VERDICT: No worries. Tigers won a 
national title with Matt Mauck at QB. 


® Brady Quinn, QB, Notre Dame: 
The Irish had four candidates in 
the spring, including super recruit 
Jimmy Clausen. A true freshman 
QB taking Notre Dame's first snap 
of the season? If true, NBC would 
have a Sunday Night movie about 
it a week later. 

VERDICT: Too close to call ... but 
Demetrius Jones has to be on the 
field somewhere. 


= Joe Thomas, OT, Wisconsin; Could 
be a time-share between sopho- 
more Jake Bscherer and redshirt 
freshman Gabe Carimi. P.J. Hill will 
miss running behind the big fella. 

VERDICT: Manageable, because every- 
one else on the O-line depth chart 
returns. 
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SIX MUST-SEE 
CONFERENCE GAMES 


SIX MUST-SEE 
NON-CONFERENCE GAMES 


1. Ohio State at Michigan, Nov. 17 — 
If Wolverines don’t win, it’s gonna 
feel like Chad Henne, Mike Hart and 
Jake Long came back for ‘nuthin. 


2. Oklahoma vs. Texas, Oct. 6 — (in 
Dallas) — The Horns have a little two- 
game winning streak to crow about. 


3. UCLA at USC, Dec. 1 — Bruins’ D 
swatted Trojans from national title 
game in ‘06. That same defense is back. 


4. Tennessee at Florida, Sept. 15 — 
For the early lead in SEC East and first 
chance to see if young Gators have 
what it takes to repeat. 


5. Louisville at West Virginia, Nov. 8 
— Perhaps for league title and BCS 
title game ... unless Rutgers and 
South Florida have their Big East say. 


6. Alabama at Auburn, Nov. 24 — The 
Tron Bowl. Nick Saban. Auburn's five- 
game winning streak in the series. 
Madness. 


Ohio State fans and players celebrate 
their 2006 win over Michigan. 
‘ oe Ya ae” 
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1. Virginia Tech at LSU, Sept, 8 — 
A second-week game matching Top 10 
teams with national title implica- 
tions? This is why college football is 
better than college basketball. 


2. USC at Nebraska, Sept. 15 — 
Something tells us USC won't win as 
easily as it did last season in the 
Coliseum (28-10). 


3. Miami at Oklahoma, Sept. 8 — The 
last time these teams played, Jimmy's 
Hurricanes won the national title by 
beating Barry's Sooners in the 1988 
Orange Bowl (20-14). 


4, Florida State at Florida, Nov. 26 — 
It might change by this date, but 
Urban Meyer enters season undefeat- 
ed (6-0) against Gators’ chief rivals — 
Tennessee, Georgia and Florida State. 


5. Alabama vs. Florida State (in 
Jacksonville), Sept. 29 — Intriguing 
... two programs in various stages of 
finding their way back to the top. 


6. Tennessee at Cal, Sept. 1 — Bears 
wilted in Knoxville last season, eager 
for opening-week payback. 


Notre Dame's Jimmy Clausen carries 
the burden of high expectations. 


FIVE IMPACT FRESHMEN 


Not necessarily the best true fresh- 
men, but where ability intersects with 
opportunity at a top-level program. 


@ Eric Berry, DB, Tenr — Vols 
have three openings in secondary 
and little depth. The nation’s top 
prep corner to the rescue! 


@ Jimmy Clausen, QB, Notre Dame — 
Could be the starter. Could red- 
shirt. Could be almost impossible 
to live up to the hype. 


™ Joe Haden, DB, Florida — The 
Gators could/will have several true 
freshmen in key roles. Haden 
enrolled early and staked a claim 
in the secondary. 


® Joe McKnight, RB, USC — No room 
at tailback for USC? We'll see about 
that. If nothing else, how about 
some Bush-like returns? 


® Donovan Warren, CB, Michigan — 
Plucked from USC's backyard (Long 
Beach Poly), the speedster will 
have a chance in the fall to take 
over for Leon Hall. 


Linoy’s Sports ANNUALS 53 


SBZRESESRLZERRSRERBRERSESERERBEESAEBIERS 


3 
8 
3 
g 


That halftime interviews with 
head coaches simply went away. 


We all wish the college football sea- That Marshall receiver Darius 
son could start tomorrow, but you can't Passmore was actually a quarterback. 
get everything you want. Still, it would 


be nice if some of our wishes came true. That Lee Corso, bless him, contin- 


That Navy, doing so well under coach 


We wish ... 

That we could, practical matters 
aside, have an eight-team playoff, 
featuring the winners of the six 
major conferences and two at- 
large teams. That basically makes 
the conference season a week-by- 
week elimination while providing 
a more satisfying ending. 

That we could stop whining about 
a playoff because it’s not going to 
happen at least until the 2010 
season, because of TV contracts. 
That Southern Miss’ Britt Barefoot 
really kicked without a shoe. 


Paul Johnson, could finally end a 
43-game losing streak to Notre Dame 
that dates to the Roger Staubach era. 


That Penn State defensive back 
Knowledge Timmons and Hawaii 
offensive lineman Hercules Satele 
could finally settle the brains vs. 
brawn debate. 


That recruits stop holding 
announcement press conferences, 
the wishbone makes a comeback, 
Nick Saban invites the media to his 
house for dinner, Steve Spurrier 
says nice things about Tennessee, 
and the bowl season doesn’t inflate 
past an already engorged 32 games. 


ues to put on stupid mascot heads. 
(Some would say, leave them on!?) 


That we could see what happens if 
Ruud (Nebraska linebacker Bo), 
Nasti (Eastern Illinois linebacker 
Nick) and Polite (Middle Tennessee 
defensive back Roy) were all in a 
room together. Perhaps Florida 
Atlantic linebacker Cergile Sincere 
could moderate. 


That every time Bobby Bowden 
says “dadgum,” somebody could 
do something useful ... like, you 
know, donate $100 to the Make-A- 
Wish Foundation. 


HEISMan WATCH 


It's Darren McFadden’s Heisman to lose, which only seems 
right after he finished second last season. He's so versatile, 
so able to do amazing things in different ways, that what- 
ever offense Arkansas runs shouldn't be an issue. 

Colt Brennan snuck up on some voters last season — 
especially those sleepy ones who can’t stay up late out East 
— but that won't be the case this season. Just in case you 
need the reminder: He completed 406 of 559 passes last 
season for 5,549 yards and 58 touchdowns. Un-bee-lievable. 

Then you have another Colt — what are the odds? — 
down Texas way. He'll be doing more resetting of the 
Longhorns’ record book. Tim Tebow a reach at No. 4? Maybe. 
But he looks all the world like the next “it” player in college 
football, never mind about his lack of starting experience. 

DeSean Jackson is completely deserving of being in the 
Top 5, even if his position group almost never wins this 
thing. The West Virginia guys — Steve Slaton and Pat White 

ight split some votes. And while we like John David 
Booty, we don’t like him as much as the top six guys, 
although as the QB on the No. 1 team he could be the 
“default” candidate for many voters. 

Ray Rice and Brian Brohm deserve to be higher, but what 
are you going to do? Michigan could have a trio of candi- 
dates — Mike Hart, Chad Henne, Mario Manningham. Give 
us the QB, for now. 


PHOTO BY JOHN 


Colt McCoy 
hooked ‘em as 
a freshman and 
may one day 
hook a 
Heisman 
Trophy. 


2. Colt Brennan 
4. Tim Tebow 
6. Steve Slaton 
8. Ray Rice 


Rutgers 


10.Chad Henne Michigan 
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HEISMAN CURSE 


COMEBACK PLAYERS 


Six of the seven Heisman winners 
this decade have gone on to play in 
the BCS national title game. Usually 
with disastrous results. 

Part of the reason is that the dang 
voters pick the wrong guy for the 
Heisman, too often locking in on the 
quarterback on a top team. Let's 
broaden our scope, fellas. 

And maybe it’s that the Heisman 
winner just gets too distracted in 
December, or that the other team in 
the title game successfully plays the 
slighted underdog card. 

In any case, let's review: 


2000: Chris Weinke, Florida State: 
Two interceptions, a fumble and no 
points in a 13-2 loss to Oklahoma in 
the Orange Bowl. 


2001: Eric Crouch, Nebraska: Fumbled 
on his third carry and completed a pid- 
dling five passes as Miami smothered 
the Huskers 37-14 in the Rose Bowl. 


2003: Jason White, Oklahoma: Was 
sacked five times, was just 13 of 37 
and threw two picks, one returned for 
a TD. LSU won the Sugar Bowl, 21-14. 


2004: Matt Leinart, USC: Hey, we 
have a winner! Five touchdown 
passes and 332 yards through the air 
in a 55-19 beatdown of Oklahoma. 


2005: Reggie Bush, USC: A key fum- 
ble and wasn’t even on the field for 
a failed late-game fourth-down play, 
allowing Vince Young to steal the 
show in the Rose Bowl (UT, 41-38). 


2006: Troy Smith, Ohio State: 
Florida had more sacks (five) than 
Smith had completions (four) in a 
41-14 Gators’ rout. 


So, not only do Heisman winners 
turn into title-game losers, four of 
them (Weinke, Crouch, White and 
Smith) had pretty much the worst 
games of their careers. Cursed, indeed. 
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Here are 10 players who missed 
most or all of last season, or have 
been inactive for even longer. Don't 
forget about them ... 


™ Micah Andrews, RB, Wake 
Forest (knee) — Starting tail- 
back expected back in fall for 
defending ACC champs. 


@ Sean Bailey, WR, Georgia (knee) 
— Big-play threat missed all of 
last season. 


@ Kyle Bell, RB, Colorado State 
(knee) — Was Lindy’s Mountain 
West preseason Offensive Player 
of the Year in 2006 ... then suf- 
fered torn ACL five days before 
season opener. 


@ Jeff Byers, OL, USC (back) — 
Played in one game in the past two 
seasons because of injuries; can 
potentially start at guard or center. 


™ Thomas Brown, RB, Georgia 
(knee) — He and Kregg Lumpkin 
make a nice 1-2 combination. 


Joe Cowan, WR, UCLA (knee) — 
Caught 35 passes in 2005 but 
missed all of last season. Is a 
needed target for Ben Olson or his 
younger brother, Patrick Cowan. 


Hershel Dennis, RB, USC 
(knee) — Time was, he was 
above Reggie Bush and LenDale 
White on the depth chart. Hasn't 
played since 2004. 


Brian Johnson, QB, Utah (knee) 
— Run-pass threat was near 
national lead in total offense late 
in 2005 before injury. 


Tyrone Prothro, WR, Alabama 
(leg) — Suffered a gruesome 
compound fracture of his left leg 
on Oct. 1, 2005, and needed a 
fourth surgery in March. Could 
miss 2007 season, too. 


Brian Stamper, OL, Vanderbilt 
(back) — Preseason All-SEC in 
2006, the right tackle is back to 
lead a veteran line. 


Georgia's Thomas Brown and Kregg Lumpkin will give the Bulldogs a solid 1-2 


punch at running back. 
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THE CONFERENCE OF 
(OVERRATED) QUARTERBACKS 


The Pac-10 produces the best col- 
lege passers, which is why the league 
likes to refer to itself as the confer- 
ence of quarterbacks. 


NFL teams agreed, picking 11 
Pac-10 quarterbacks in the first round 
in the drafts from 1991 to 2006. 
Included in that group were two 
No. 1 overall selections — recently 
retired Drew Bledsoe, who did just 
fine for himself, and Carson Palmer, 
one of the best in the AFC. 


Other than that, not much. 


It's too early to pass judgment on 
Matt Leinart, who is just getting 
started with the Cardinals, and 
Aaron Rodgers, who is still waiting 
behind Brett Favre in Green Bay. But 
check out these major Pac-10 first- 
round busts: 


Todd Marinovich, Tommy Maddox, 
Ryan Leaf, Akili Smith, Cade McNown, 
Joey Harrington ... those are some of 
the biggest disappointments in draft 
history. And it's not like Kyle Boller 
has done much with his starting 
chances, either. 


For the record, the SEC was next 
with seven first-round quarterbacks 
from 1991 to 2006, with a huge hit 
(Peyton Manning) and also some wild 
misses — Heath Shuler, Tim Couch. 


The Big Ten had only one first- 


round QB in that period — Kerry 
Collins of Penn State in 1994. 
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BSEZEREEUEEeHD 


COACHING 
CHaNnGces 


You could see this coming. After 
a year in which there were only 
10 coaching changes — and just 
three in the BCS conferences — it 
was inevitable that the coaching 
carousel would be going ‘round like a 
Tilt-A-Whirl. 


Yep, restless fans, restless athletic direc- 
tors and restless coaches contributed to 
a dizzying 23 coaching changes — that’s 
nearly 20 percent of Division I-A jobs. 


Here's who was, who is and how it 
will be: 


AIR FORCE 

Out: Fisher DeBerry (retired) 

In: Troy Calhoun 
Calhoun, most recently the Houston 
Texans offensive coordinator, returns to 
his alma mater where he is scrapping 
the triple option in favor of multiple 
formations. Get used to the Falcons in 
the shotgun, and let’s throw! 


ALABAMA 

Out: Mike Shula (fired) 

In: Nick Saban 
Forget about the lying about staying 
with the Miami Dolphins and his prick- 
ly relations with the media ... the guy 
can coach, instill toughness, and recruit 
the heck out of the area. Bama scored. 


ARIZONA STATE : 

Out: Dirk Koetter (fired) 

In: Dennis Erickson 
This could be the final stop for 
Erickson. No, really. We mean it. OK ... 
stop that laughing. Even if it’s short 
term, Erickson should do what 
Koetter couldn't — beat ranked teams 
and win Pac-10 games in California. 


YS 
Out: Bobby Ross (retired) 
In: Stan Brock 
On the same day Ross stepped down, 
Army promoted Brock, who had been 
the offensive line coach for three 
years. Brock, a 16-year NFL veteran, 
is respected but still has to prove his 
coaching chops. 


-& - EE A 


BOSTON COLLEGE = 


LOUISIANA TECH 


Out: Tom O'Brien (N.C. State) 

In: Jeff Jagodzinski 
Jagodzinski spent the previous eight 
seasons in the NFL and has not a lick 
of head coaching experience. He 
inherits a rock-solid program, but will 
loosen up the offense a bit from the 
buttoned-down O'Brien to try to get 
the Eagles a bit higher. 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 

Out: Brian Kelly (Cincinnati) 

In: Butch Jones 
The Chippewas reached out to Jones, 
a former CMU assistant who was 
coaching at West Virginia. This is a 
fairly seamless transition, as he'll 
continue to run a spread offense for 
the defending MAC champs. 


CINCINNATI == 
Out: Mark Dantonio (Mich. State) 
In: Brian Kelly 
The Bearcats lost a rising star, but like- 
ly caught lightning in a bottle again 
with Kelly. The Big Ten will come call- 
ing for Kelly if he does well, but that’s 
probably a fine tradeoff for UC. 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL _ 
Out: Don Strock (fired) 
In: Mario Cristobal 

After a winless season, FIU hired the 

36-year-old Cristobal, most recently an 

assistant with the Miami Hurricanes, 

A spread offense and more recruiting 

muscle make this an excellent choice. 


IDAHO 


Out: Jack Bicknell III (fired) 

In: Derek Dooley 
The son of Georgia legend Vince Dooley, 
Derek Dooley quickly moved up the 
ranks to head coach after serving an 
apprenticeship under Nick Saban. High 
marks for his first recruiting class. 


LOUISVILLE 

Out: Bobby Petrino (NFL) 

In: Steve Kragthorpe 
If you had to lose a coach to the 
Atlanta Falcons, the proper response 
for a Top 10 program is to hire a guy 
on everyone's wish list. Kragthrope 
played his cards right, waiting at 
Tulsa until the right job came along. 


Out: Larry Coker (fired) 
In: Randy Shannon 
Shannon, elevated from defensive 
coordinator, wasted no time in a lay- 
ing down a his-way-or-the-highway 
approach to a program in search of 
more accountability. “I need team, 
team, team guys,” he said. 


MICHIGAN STATE 

Out: John L. Smith (fired) 

In: Mark Dantonio 
Smith, the outsider, never connected 
in East Lansing as his teams fizzled to 
three consecutive losing seasons. 
Dantonio, an ex-MSU assistant and 
Ohio State defensive coordinator, has 
more sensible Big Ten values. 


MINNESOTA g 


Out: Dennis Erickson (ASU) 

In: Robb Akey 
Not wanting to be burned again, 
Idaho put a $1 million buyout clause 
into Akey’s contract for the first cou- 
ple of years. Akey, from across the 
border at Washington State, is in no 
hurry to go elsewhere. 


IOWA STATE =" 

Out: Dan McCarney (fired) 

In: Gene Chizik 
Towa State landed an in-demand assis- 
tant before someone else grabbed him. 
Chizik has coordinated outstanding 
defenses at Auburn and Texas ... can 
he build a whole team at Iowa State? 


Out: Glen Mason (fired) 

In: Tim Brewster 
Brewster is a coaching shot of adrena- 
line, a glad-handing bundle of energy 
who spins the atmosphere 180 degrees 
in Minnesota. He's never been a head 
coach, yet this could be golden. 


NORTH CAROLINA a 
Out: John Bunting (fired) 
In: Butch Davis 

Rejuvenated after his NFL experience 

(when will these college coaches ever 

learn?), Davis tries to wake the sleep- 

ing giant. He could do for the Heels 

what Mack Brown did in the 1990s. 
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N.C. STATE 


STANFORD _ 


TULSA 


Out: Chuck Amato (fired) 

In: Tom O’Brien 
A change of direction here. O'Brien is 
meticulous, disciplined and no-non- 
sense. Six losses last season were by less 
than a touchdown. A little more atten- 
tion to details could turn it around. 
NORTH TEXAS 

Out: Darrell Dickey (fired) 

In: Todd Dodge 
With a no-huddle spread offense, 
Dodge became a Texas high school 
coaching star in recent years. Some 
college was going to make him a head 
coach. The Mean Green got there first. 


RICE _ 


Out: Walt Harris (fired) 

In: Jim Harbaugh 
Another coaching move that yields 
a complete exchange of personality. 
Harbaugh: “I will attack this endeavor 
with enthusiasm unknown to mankind.” 
A worthy gamble here for Stanford. 


LS  — 
Out: Chris Scelfo (fired) 
In: Bob Toledo 
Recycled veteran Pac-10 coaches are in 
vogue — Mike Price at UTEP, Dick 
Tomey at San Jose State, Rich Brooks 
at Kentucky. Toledo, formerly of UCLA, 
brings a proven offensive blueprint. 


Out: Steve Kragthorpe (Louisville) 
In: Todd Graham 
The school took a potentially bad sit- 
uation and made it good by hiring 
hot Rice coach (and former Tulsa 
defensive coordinator) Graham, who 
hired Arkansas’ Gus Malzahn to 
install a no-huddle spread attack. 
UAB —— : 
Out: Watson Brown (Tenn. Tech) 
In: Neil Callaway 
Callaway, walking into a rebuilding job, 
immediately set stricter team discipline, 
including length of hair. It’s his first 
head coaching job, although he has 
impeccable credentials around the SEC. 


Out: Todd Graham (Tulsa) 

In: David Bailiff 
Owls were disheartened when Graham 
left after one season that resulted in 
the team’s first bowl since 1961. At 
least Bailiff, the ex-head coach at I-AA 
Texas State, isn’t starting from scratch. 


SC 


Inc. 


THE hatin 


LINDY’S NEEDS YOUR HELP! 


If you can spare a few minutes to answer some questions, your name will be entered into 
a drawing(s) for Sugar Bowl tickets. Yes, tickets to the BCS National Championship 
Game. There will be multiple winners. 


Answers to all questions are completely confidential. The survey will help us at Lindy’s 
put out an even better magazine as we find out what you like or dislike about Lindy's. It 
will also help us with advertisers, which in turn lets us invest more into our magazines. 


Your help will be greatly appreciated and you could be spending the New Year in New 
Orleans watching the national title game. 


To participate in the survey just go to www.readersurvey.com/lindys 


Sincerely, 
Lindy Davis 
Publisher 
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1, SEC 


It’s not even a debate, The SEC has 
the grandest college football cathe- 
drals, great tradition, the most NFL 
players, the highest attendance, the 
most bowl appearances and most 
bowl victories this decade. 


All that, and two national champions 
in the past four years (with an unde- 
feated team mixed in there, too). 


Now, the addition of Nick Saban at 
Alabama gives the league four coach- 
es who have won national titles. 
No other league can claim that. 


The league's primo national title con- 
tender this season is LSU. Elsewhere, 
it's a crowded field. The SEC isn’t 
quite as packed with Top 10 timber as 
in some seasons, but who can count 
out Tennessee, Florida, Arkansas, 
Auburn, Georgia and (nowadays) 
South Carolina? 


2. ACC 


Expansion was supposed to add elite 
teams to the ACC. Hasn’t happened. 
Old standby Florida State won in 2005 
with an awful 8-5 overall record. Last 
season, it was Wake Forest, which 
still seems like a dream. 


So much for national championship 
contenders. Why is the ACC ranked 
No. 2? What the league has is amazing 
depth that rivals or surpasses the SEC. 


There's not a tougher league to pre- 
dict this season. Five new head 
coaches further muddy the water. 
Significant staff changes had Florida 
State buzzing in the spring, but will 
the Seminoles rebound? Will Miami? 


Should be fun. 


. 


3. PAC-10 


Preseason No. 1 USC could carry the 
rest of the league on its broad shoul- 
ders, but doesn’t have to. 


Cal isn’t going away; UCLA has found 
a defensive identity; and it’s likely 
that Dennis Erickson can turn Arizona 
State into something better than 
a decent program that has a decent 
record and goes to a decent bowl. 


The Pac-10 once again will have 
a thick middle, and six guaranteed 
bowl slots won't be enough. 


4. BIG TEN 


The league's top three — Michigan, 
Wisconsin and Ohio State — all could 
finish in the Top 10. The regular-sea- 
son Top 10, that is. Face it: It’s hard to 
glow about the Big Ten with the mem- 
ory of the last bowl season still fresh. 


There was all that howling about how 
Ohio State and Michigan were the 
best two teams in the country, and 
then they were deconstructed by 
Florida and USC. The perception 
remains: The Big Ten still needs over- 
all better athleticism. 


5. BIG 12 


It’s still Texas and Oklahoma ... and 
everyone else. The rebuilding contin- 
ues. The league was 0-10 last season 
in non-conference games against 
teams that finished in the AP Top 25. 
Times will get better with talented, 
still-young QBs — Texas’ Colt McCoy, 
Missouri's Chase Daniel, Kansas State's 
Josh Freeman, Texas A&M's Stephen 
McGee — boosting the conference. 


6. BIG EAST 


That talk about the Big East not being 
worthy of its automatic BCS berth sure 
died down. West Virginia, Louisville 
and Rutgers each has what it takes to 
be back in the national title discus- 
sion, and they better watch out for 
sneaky-good South Florida. 


7. MOUNTAIN WEST 


Utah, TCU and BYU have won the 
league with perfect records in the past 
three seasons, and it should be those 
three teams battling it out this year. 
TCU could be this season's Boise State 
... except for the fact the Frogs’ unde- 
feated dreams likely end at Texas in 
the second week of the season. 


8. CONFERENCE USA 


No team in C-USA had fewer than 
four losses last season, and that team 
— Houston — loses a four-year 
starter at QB. There is no great team 
here, but enough good ones to keep 
the league rated ahead of the WAC. 


9. WAC 


Boise State is the darling of the col- 
lege football world, and the Broncos 
won't just fade away. Hawaii could be 
the BCS party crasher this year. San 
Jose State has pulled itself up, but 
the bottom of the league is still iffy, 
especially with Dennis Erickson’s one- 
and-done act at Idaho. 


10. MAC 


Only four teams ended with winning 
records last season, and the addition 
of Temple doesn’t add to the league's 
profile. Is Central Michigan sopho- 
more Dan LeFevour the MAC's next 
great quarterback? 


Tl. SUN BELT 


The SEC is glad this league is around, 
as the Sun Belt is providing 13 games 
(read: victories), for the area big boys 
this season. Such is life in the Sun 
Belt, which has to pay the bills. 


SCEpInG 
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This card can stop a bullet. 


It's only a piece of paper, but 
that little card up there carries 
a lot of weight. Keeping millions 
of kids off drugs, out of gangs 
and in school. To learn how you 
can help the Boys & Girls Clubs, 
call: 1-800-854-Club. 


The Positive Place For Kids | 


Brian Brohm’s decision to 
return to Louisville for his 
senior season makes him 
an early favorite for the 
No. 1 pick in the 2008 
NFL Draft. 


Sheek Beak 


Here is our annual look at the draft-eligible college players who, a year in advance, are the brightest blips on NFL scouts’ 
radars. Our pals over at NFLdraftscout.com gave us their top seniors and we sprinkled in 10 top juniors (*) for kicks to 
come up with this nifty 50: 


1. Brian Brohm QB Louisville 26. Steve Slaton* RB West Virginia 
2, Darren McFadden* RB Arkansas 27. Antoine Cason CB Arizona 

3. Calais Campbell* DE Miami 28. Sedrick Ellis DT USC 

4. Jake Long or Michigan 29. Jonathan Hefney FS Tennessee 

5. Glenn Dorsey DT LSU 30. Adarius Bowman WR Missouri 

6. Sam Baker oT USC 31, Tyson Jackson* DE LSU 

7. Chad Henne QB Michigan 32. Allen Patrick RB Oklahoma 

8. Frank Okam DT Texas 33. Bruce Davis DE UCLA 

9. Paul Oliver CB Georgia 34. John Carlson TE Notre Dame 
10. Dan Connor LB Penn State 35. Andre Caldwell WR Florida 

11. Colt Brennan QB Hawaii 36. Darien Williams FS Oklahoma 
12. DeSean Jackson* WR Cal 37. Will Arnold 0G LSU 

13, Keith Rivers 1B USC 38. Jordan Grimes 0G Purdue 

14, Lawrence Jackson DE USC 39. Terrell Thomas CB USC 

15. Early Doucet WR LSU 40. Jaison Williams* WR Oregon 

26. Mario Manningham* WR Michigan 41. Brian Cushing* LB USC 

17. Chris Long DE Virginia 42. Quintin Demps ES) UTEP. 

18. Ryan Clady* oT Boise State 43. Andre Woodson QB Kentucky 
19. Kirk Barton or Ohio State 44. DJ Hall WR Alabama 

20. Limas Sweed WR Texas 45. Barry Richardson oT Clemson 

21. Mike Hart RB Michigan 46. Branden Ore RB Virginia Tech 
22. DeJuan Tribble DB Boston College 47. Jasper Brinkley LB South Carolina 
23. Vince Hall LB Virginia Tech 48. Dorien Bryant WR Purdue 

24. James Laurinaitis* LB Ohio State 49. Dwight Lowery CB San Jose State 
25. Martin Rucker TE Missouri 50. Ali Highsmith LB LSU 
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Therapy major, she has be: 


attend graduate school 


cheerleader captain and will” 


h . 
| Maryland Dance Team member 
| Kathy-Bianco. a junior Business 
} Marketing major, plans for a suc- 
} cessful business career. She works 
with Habitat for Humanity and says 
that her bad habits include singing 

in the shower. AES 


oe USC SONG GrRs 
— a a 


‘ COOKIES ‘N CREAM 


For UCLA Spirit Squad member, 
Chelsey (left), a Sociology major 
~_ from Long Beach, California, 
“her dream vacation would 
peoin in Italy. Her favotiios ices 


“LIKE FATHER ... 


team's wide receiver coach, > 
Robin Pflugrad. She grew 
up in Pullman, Washington 
. ... home of the Washington / 

State Cougars. Jf 


PONY EXPRESS 
Amy Reese, a junior fron 

« Lewisville, Texas is a Southern 
Methodist,Mustang cheerleader. 

: The Corporate Communications 

|. and Public Affaifs major enjoys 


Peng and traveling. , aT sg oe 


. .. iS gold in Baton Rouge. 
‘ LSU Golden Girls, like Lauren’ 

Miller (right), help build spirit 

| in Tiger Stadium. 


SHINING BRIGHT 


A career in the bright lights might be . 
ahead for South Florida Sun Doll, ; Pi | It's certainly easy to notice 
Taylor Shine (right). A Communications . | Tracy Branding (below) of the 
Major from Tampa, she enjoys working Vanderbilt danceline. An Arts 
out and shopping, and wants to work in and Sciences student, she is 
broadcastingron television. from Libertyville; linois and 

- has been a mission team 

member to Puerto Rico. 


NAME BRAND 


Texas Christian Showgirl Lauren — 
Venuto is a freshman from Omaha, 
Nebraska. She is a Modern Dance 
major and a member of Kappa 

Alpha Theta sorority. 


E Low DOWN 


Washington Husky fans.aresh6ping for 
a return to the glory days near the top 
of Pac-10 football. Cheerleader 
Michelle Low (right) will do her es 

to cheer them on 


a 


REI ER CTHE ALAMO 
Alamo, California is hometown for Katie, a UCLA S| 


Squad member. A World and Clitture*'najor, 
enjoys most kinds ay and wants oR 
Costa Rica. 


- COWPOKE PASSION 


Sarah Doughty's passion for 
Oklahoma State comes naturally. 
The two-year Cowboy cheerleader 
is from Stillwater, Oklahoma and 
majors in Marketing. She recently 
won the OSU Golden Spirit Award. 


STAYING BUSY 


Hilary Phillips has marched with 

the Alabama Million Dollar Band. 

She founded the University 

Stewards program and plans to 

study in England. In her spare 

: time ... she was goalie for the 
SD iicesural champion soccer 


team. 


SINGING SUNSHIN 


A two-year USC Song)Gitl member, Teni,is) =" 
oriGarcina cheadesderGrmced a senior Comminication$ major. The Glendale, . 
Reynolds is a dedicated runner. Califofnia' native is happiest,“when the suncis vy 
_ Amember of Delta Delta Delta » out and shining” ... and it must always seem 
~ sorority, she may pursue a career that way when Tenis’ around. <4” 
in advertising after graduation. a, 


| GRACEFUL GAMECOCK 
A 20-year old Graphic Arts major, 


Ww Hr 
Wrangler 
|/FIVE STAR 
Premium Quality 
DENIM 


COMFORTAB 


For a retailer near you, call toll-free 1-888-784-8571 or vis 


Real. Comfortable. Jeans. 
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QB-3, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-3, DL-6, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-2, ST-1 

Winning the national championship in January propelled the Florida Gators 
to an additional national ttle in 2007 — on the recruiting trail. After falling just 
short a year ago, the Gators landed the top recruiting class in the country. The 
group includes 27 signees, including 20 four- and five-star prospects as ranked 
by Rivals.com, Florida picked up the top two players in the Sunshine State, 
along with five-star prospects from Georgia and South Carolina, Florida reached 
for top players from other areas of the country as well, landing standouts from 
Maryland, Indiana, California and New Jersey, showing off Urban Meyer's ability 
to recruit nationally 

Meyer's class includes the top defensive end in the country (Carlos 
Dunlap), the No. 2 defensive tackle (Torrey Davis), the top offensive quard 
(James Wilson) and the No. 2 dual-threat quarterback (Cameron Newton). 
The 6-6, 255-pound Dunlap had a dominating senior year in which he registered 
104 tackles, 34 for loss and 16 sacks. Joining him on the future Gator defensive 
line is the 6-5, 290-pound Davis who had 16 sacks as a senior. Wilson is an 
intimidating force with good feet. The lineman can play numerous positions at 
6-4, 305-pounds. Newton is one of the fastest rising prospects in the country. 
He's big (6-5, 220) and has impressive 4,51-second speed, 

Florida filled needs all over the field, but especially at quarterback, 
defensive end and defensive back. Aside from Dunlap, Davis and Wilson, a few 
other players that could see the field early include running backs Chris Rainey 
and Bo Williams and athlete Joe Haden. 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-1, OL-2, DL-5, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-1, ST-0 

Although they fell just short of another national championship appearance, 
Pete Carroll continues to find plenty of success on the recruiting tail. After three 
years on top in the recruiting world, Pete Carroll and company came up a litle 
short with the nation’s No. 2 recruiting class. The Trojans landed 18 players in 
2007, including 16 that were ranked as four-star prospects or better by 
Rivals.com. Of those, USC landed nine of the top 15 players in California, as 
well as the No. 2 prospect in the country — who is from Louisiana, Southern Cal 
added more top recruits from across the country, including difference-makers 
from Arizona, Arkansas and Michigan. 

Leading the way for Carroll's class is running back Joe McKnight, the No. 
2 player in the country. The 6-1, 198-pound McKnight is fast and shifty, and 
likely will be the next great tailback in Trojan lore. On defense, Everson Griffen 
(nation’s No. 6 overall prospect) has ridiculous speed for an end. So much so 
that he played running back for his high school team last season and ran for 
1,200 yards and 22 touchdowns. He posted 77 tackles and 16 sacks on 
defense. Grifien is an amazing athlete for his size (6-4, 266 pounds). 

Other players that likely could contribute early for Southem Cal are the top 
wide receiver in the country (Ronald Johnson), the No. 2 running back in the 
country (Marc Tyler), the No. 1 outside linebacker (Chris Galippo) and the 
No. 3 offensive guard (Kristofer O'Dowd). While McKnight brings speed, Tyler 
has power and will be a perfect complement in the Trojans offense. Johnson 
should have no problem continuing the receiver success at Southern Cal. 
Galippo is simply a tackling machine. 


QB-1, RB-5, WR-4, TE-0, OL-2, DL-7, LB-3, DB-5, ATH-5, ST-0 

Philip Fulmer rebounded from a weak 2006 recruiting class with one of the 
top classes in the country. The class of 32 players features 16 four- or five-star 
prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. 

Tennessee landed major help on both sides of the ball, starting with the 
No. 3 prospect and No, 1 comerback in the country in Eric Berry. In addition, 
the Volunteers landed the top inside linebacker (Chris Donald) and the No. 2 
strongside defensive end (Ben Martin). Georgia's Berry is a lockdown corner 
who is a force all over the field. He gained 2,600 yards of total offense, and 
made 40 tackles and three interceptions as a senior. Donald should be a force 


at linebacker for years in Knoxville, while Martin 
has the speed and size to be a terror off the edge. He 
posted a remarkable 112 tackles, 14 for loss and eight sacks 
as a senior. 

The Volunteers shored up some key positions on both sides of the 
ball, At running back and defensive back, the Vols acquired five prospects for 
each position, Texas running back Lennon Creer leads the way on offense with 
his good size and speed. On defense, Berry will be joined by four-star prospects 
Nevin McKenzie and DeAngelo Willingham. A few other players that could 
make an impact next season include the No. 2 prep school prospect (athlete 
Brent Vinson) and the No. 3 junior college prospect (wide receiver Kenny 
O'Neal). 


> + 


QB-1, RB-0, WR-3, TE-3, OL-4, DL-5, LB-0, DB-3, ATH-5, ST-2 

LSU put together a solid recruiting class and finished at No. 4 in the 
rankings after picking up 26 recruits. Of those, 21 were ranked as four-star 
prospects or better by Rivals.com. Besides landing seven of the top 10 players 
in Louisiana, LSU pulled some top prospects from Texas, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Georgia and Michigan. 

Les Miles acquired some significant help on offense, starting with the wide 
receiver position. The Tigers landed the No. 2 wide receiver in the country, 
Terrance Toliver. The 6-4, 185-pounder hauled in 42 receptions for 842 yards 
and six touchdowns last season. Joining him on offense are wide receivers 
DeAngelo Benton and Demetrius Byrd, along with big tight end Jordon 
Corbin. A possible eventual replacement for JaMarcus Russell is Rivals250 
quarterback Jarrett Lee, who has good speed and size. He has accounted for 
more than 6,000 yards of offense and 79 touchdowns the past two years, 

The defense got a boost up front with the addition of ends Kentravis 


Aubrey and Sidell Corley. Tackles Joseph Barksdale, Will Blackwell and 
Drake Nevis provide depth along the line. Three of the five are in the 
Rivals100. LSU added plenty of speed. The Tigers landed the top athlete in the 
country, Chad Jones (No. 14 overall). Jones posted 120 tackles and 

12 interceptions last season. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-3, OL-4, DL-5, LB-1, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-0 

As usual, Texas picked up another strong recruiting class with 24 
commitments. Nineteen of those prospects committed before the end of 
‘summer. It was no surprise that Texas cleaned up in-state by keeping 12 of the 
top 20 prospects at home, including three of the top five. 

The top recruits heading to Austin are massive offensive guard Tray Allen 
and speedy cornerback Curtis Brown. The 6-4, 305-pound Allen is the No. 2 
offensive guard in the country. Meanwhile, the 6-0, 174-pound Brown is rated as 
the No. 2 comerback in the nation. In the past two seasons, he has accumulat- 
‘ed more than 2,800 yards of offense and 33 touchdowns. 

Allen will go a long way in shoring up any troubles along the offensive line. 
He'll be helped by three more linemen in Kyle Hix, Michael Huey and Aundre 
McGaskey, all of whom were ranked in the Rivals250. Other players that could 
be special for the Longhomns in the near future are athlete John Chiles, 
defensive tackle Andre Jones, wide receiver Malcolm Williams and running 
back Cody Johnson. 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-6, TE-2, OL-3, DL-6, LB-2, DB-6, ATH-2, ST-0 

Steve Spurrier is starting to make his presence felt at South Carolina 
Ithas taken a tle while, but Spurrier has put together an impressive recruiting 
class that is filed with talent. The huge, 31-recrut class isn't just about quanti. 
Fifteen of those prospects were rated four-stars or better by Rivals.com, 

The Gamecocks hope they found their replacement for Sidney Rice in 


NATIONAL 
RECRUITING 


6-1, 190-pound Chris Culliver. The No. 1 prospect in North Carolina and No. 19 
player in the country has blazing speed and plays a physical brand of football 
On the opposite side of the ball, Spurrier got some help at defensive end with 
the No. 2 player in the Palmetto State, Cliff Matthews. 

South Carolina picked up some additional help on offense at wide receiver 
and on the defensive line. Aside from Culliver, Spurrier will have plenty of 
weapons in his spread offense with the likes of Jason Barnes, Michael 
Bowman, Dion Lecorn, Matt Clements and Larry Freeman. On defense, 
Spurrier has added plenty of speed and size. Three linemen could make an 
immediate impact: Travian Robertson, Weslye Saunders and Olufemi 
Ajiboye. Not to be overlooked is a new gunslinger in Rivals100 dual-threat 
quarterback Stephen Garcia, 


Auburn 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-2, OL-8, DL-4, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-1 

Another successful season for Tommy Tuberville at Auburn resulted in an 
impressive recruiting class. The Tigers put together the No, 7 rated class in the 
country according to Rivals.com, a class that brings in 30 recruits — 13 of which 
are four-star prospects. 

Offensive line was the obvious focus of this class, as eight linemen 
committed this past year. Leading the way on the line is the No. 1 prospect in 
Arkansas and No. 4 tackle in the country, Lee Ziemba. He is joined by four-star 
guard Chaz Ramsey and four-star center Ryan Pugh, 

One additional focus was at linebacker, where the Tigers pulled in five 
prospects. Four-star prospects Josh Bynes, Eltoro Freeman and Carlton 
Johnson will look to make an impact early, Two other prospects that could 
make a big impact in the near future are big 6-3, 180-pound wide receiver 
Chris Slaughter and tailback Enrique Davis, the No, 30 prospect in the 


country. 
Notre Dame 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-1, TE-1, OL-4, DL-2, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-3, ST-1 

Since Charlie Weis has taken over at Notre Dame, he has raised the 
program back to heights not seen in years, That success on the field has 
transferred to recruiting, The Irish landed the No. 8 recruiting class in the country 
for the second consecutive year. Notre Dame pulled in a solid 18-man group that 
includes talent from coast to coast, ND lured players from California, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Tennessee, Kansas, Oklahoma, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Florida, Virginia and South Carolina, The class includes 13 players ranked as 
four-star prospects or better by Rivals.com, 

The top player in the country, 6-3, 200-pound quarterback Jimmy Clausen, 
is already on campus. In the past three years, Clausen has accumulated more 
than 9,800 yards of offense and 144 total touchdowns. He has already participat- 
ed in spring practice and will be looking to take over the starting quarterback job 
left by Brady Quinn. 

Clausen will have plenty of talent to help him at Notre Dame. Rivals100 
running backs Robert Hughes and Armando Allen will help form the backfield 
of the future. In addition, the Irish added a huge wide receiver threat in 6-5, 
209-pound Duval Kamara. Big tight end Mike Ragone should also contribute 
inthe passing game. The offensive line now includes talented tackles Andrew 
Nuss and Matt Romine. Other players that could make an impact include 
athletes Steve Paskorz, Harrison Smith and Golden Tate as well as 
defensive end Kerry Neal and comerback Gary Gray. 


Gu 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-2, OL-8, DL-4, LB-2, DB-2, ATH-0, ST-1 

Despite struggling through a dificult start, Mark Richt and Georgia 
improved as the season progressed. They finished on a high note, with a big 
win in the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl. Following the victory, the Bulldogs put together 
a terrific 23-man recruiting class that ranks ninth nationally and includes. 
12 four-star prospects, 

Sophomore quarterback Matthew Stafford will have a lot of help along the 
offensive line in years to come, Georgia signed eight linemen, including four-star 


ANNUALS 


prospects Trinton Sturdivant, Chris Little and Justin Anderson. Further help 
will come on offense with the addition of elusive and speedy tailback Caleb 
King, He missed most of his senior year because of injury, but ran for 2,768 
yards as a junior. In addition, further help on offense will be supplied by big tight 
ends Bruce Figgins and Aron White, along with quick wideout Israel Troupe. 

The defensive line got a major upgrade with 6-5, 275-pound junior college 
tackle Jarius Wynn. He'll be joined by four-star ends Neland Ball, Justin 
Houston and Corvey Irvin. Two other players that could make an impact soon 
are dual-threat quarterback Logan Gray and linebacker Rennie Curran. 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-1, OL-2, DL-8, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

Though he only had a month, Nick Saban jumped into the fray at Alabama 
and put together a remarkable recruiting class. The 24-player group features 10 
four-star prospects according to Rivals.com. Saban and the Crimson Tide went 
across the South for talent. They lured players from Virginia, Georgia, Texas, 
Louisiana, Florida and Tennessee, 

The three top prospects making their way to Tuscaloosa are Kerry Murphy 
(No. 4 defensive tackle), Rolando McClain (No. 2 inside linebacker) and junior 
college safety Michael Ricks, The 6-5, 315-pound Murphy accounted for 142 
tackles in the past two years at Hoover (Ala,) High 

The Tide also added end Alex Watkins and wide bodies Luther Davis and 
Alfred McCullough on the defensive line, In addition to Ricks, Saban acquired 
{wo potential lockdown comers in Chris Lett and Kareem Jackson. Both could 
see playing time early, On offense, athletic wide receiver Brandon Gibson and 
versatile all-purpose back Demetrius Goode should take over some of the 


workload soon, 
1 regon 


OREGON 

QB-0, RB-1, WR-4, TE-2, OL-4, DL-6, LB-4, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-1 

Mike Bellotti and Oregon wrapped up a solid season with a very talented 
recruiting class, The Ducks pulled in a 29-man group that includes 12 four-star 
prospects. As usual, most of the talent came from the West, particularly 
California. 

Although a lot of talent came from the Golden State, Oregon's top recruit is 
from Portland. Defensive tackle Myles Wade was ranked the No, 8 defensive 
tackle in the country by Rivals.com. Wade has posted 102 tackles and 13 sacks 
the past two seasons. Joining Wade along the line is 6-5, 275:pound junior 
college defensive end Will Tukufa, 

The Ducks got some major help in the defensive backfield with five 
commitments. Two four-star prospects, Todd Doxey and Anthony Gildon, 
should help defend the passing games in the Pac-10. Other players that could 
make an impact as early as next season include athlete Malachi Lewis, 
linebacker Terrance Pritchett, wide receivers Drew Davis and Terence Scott 
and offensive linemen Darrion Weems and Carson York. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-4, TE-1, OL-2, DL-2, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

Michigan rarely has trouble on the recruiting tral, and 2007 was no 
different. Lloyd Carr and the Wolverines landed the No. 12 class in the country. 
Michigan signed 20 players, seven of whom were rated four-stars or better by 
Rivals.com. The Wolverines pulled in top prospects from Texas, Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, California, Illinois, Kansas and Quebec, Canada, 

The stars of the class are quarterback Ryan Mallett and cornerback 
Donovan Warren. The 6-6, 235-pound Mallett has a huge arm and was rated 
the No. 4 prospect in the country after throwing for 3,353 yards and 31 touch- 
downs last season. The 6-0, 175-pound Warren is a speedy lockdown corner 
that rates as the No, 3 cornerback in the country. He posted 87 tackles and four 
interceptions the past two seasons. 

Michigan added some depth at wide receiver and defensive back, pulling in 
four prospects for each position. The stars at wideout are big targets Toney 
Clemons and Martell Webb. On defense, Warren is joined by Rivals250 safety 
Michael Williams. Others that could make an impact in their first seasons in 


Michigan 
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Ann Arbor immediately are linebacker Austin Panter and defensive end Ryan 
Van Bergen. 


ike 


QB-2, RB-3, WR-2, TE-1, OL-2, DL-7, LB-2, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-1 

Bill Callahan has lifted Nebraska back into the national spotlight, and that 
has resulted in success on and off the field. The Class of 2007 was a good one 
for the Comhuskers. They pulled in a 27-man class that featured 10 four-star 
prospects according to Rivals.com. Without much talent nearby, Nebraska 
looked to states including Kansas, Arizona, Colorado, Louisiana, Califomia and 
Florida for prospects. 

Callahan and staff acquired some major help along the defensive line with 
seven recruits. At end, William Yancy brings speed and power. He posted 84 
tackles and 10 sacks as a senior. The tackle position picked up three space 
fillers in Shukree Barfield, Kevin Dixon and Joseph Townsend, 

In addition, the defensive backfield got an upgrade with five commits. Star 
junior college players Larry Asante (safety) and Armando Murillo (comerback) 
highlight the group. Each has good speed and size, On offense, the Comhuskers 
added some star talent with dual-threat junior college quarterback Zac Lee. He 
threw for 3,471 yards and 31 touchdowns last season. Lee will be helped by 
power runner Quentin Castille and speedy wideout Niles Paul. 


QB-1, RB-0, WR-3, TE-0, OL-5, DL-4, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 

Even though they were without Adrian Peterson for most of the season, Bob 
‘Stoops took the Sooners to the Fiesta Bowl. Following the successful season, 
Oklahoma pulled in another good recruiting class. Of OU's 21 signees, 10 were 
rated four-star prospects or better by Rivals.com. 

The stars of the Sooners class are junior college inside linebacker Mike 
Reed and local outside linebacker Austin Box. The 6-4, 245-pound Reed 
comes in as the No, 2 junior college prospect in the country. He should see 
playing time immediately, The 6-3, 215-pound Box is the No. 1 player in 
Oklahoma and the No. 3 outside linebacker in the country. He posted 87 tackles, 
14 for loss and seven sacks as a senior. 

Oklahoma got some major help on both sides of the line. Stoops added five 
offensive linemen, including talented four-star prospects Phil Loadholt and 
Jason Hannan. Loadholt is a huge tackle (6-9, 360 pounds). On defense, end 
Frank Alexander is a rangy prospect coming off the edge. Other players that 
could impress next season for the Sooners are defensive backs Ryan Broyles, 
Jamell Fleming and Desmond Jackson ... as well as dual-threat quarterback 
Keith Nichol. 


aan 


QB-0, RB-2, WR-2, TE-0, OL-1, DL-2, LB-2, DB-5, ATH-1, ST-0 

Although they didn't win the national championship against Florida in 
January, Ohio State and Jim Tressel put together a solid recruiting class. The 
Buckeyes group was small wth just 15 recruits, but itis a talented bunch. Of the 
15 signees, 12 were rated four-star prospects by Rivals.com. 

Ohio State's main focus was at defensive back. Safety Eugene Clifford 
leads the group at 6-2, 190-pounds. He is the No. 3 prospect in Ohio and No. 4 
safety in the country after posting 131 tackles last season. Joining him in the 
backfield are four-star prospects Donnie Evege, Nate Oliver and James 
Scott 

The Buckeyes picked up some help on offense, too, with the addition of 
speedy running backs Daniel Herron and Brandon Saine. Finding help to 
replace the departed Ted Ginn and Anthony Gonzalez will be tough, but Taurian 
Washington should provide some instant relief. Others that could help the 
Buckeyes next season include defensive end Soloman Thomas, defensive 
tackle Cameron Heyward and linebackers Jermale Hines and Brian Rolle. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-4, TE-1, OL-4, DL-3, LB-1, DB-3, ATH-3, ST-1 

Butch Davis’ retum to the college ranks has already been felt on the 
recruiting tral. In just a few short weeks, the Tar Heels accumulated one of the 
top recruiting classes in the country with 23 recruits, 

The stars of Davis’ class are five-star defensive tackle Marvin Austin and 
wide receiver Dwight Jones. The 6-2, 291-pound Austin is rated the No. 1 
tackle in the country and No. 7 prospect overall after posting 161 tackles and 25 
sacks the past two years. He'll ely make a big impact immediately for the Tar 
Heels defense. Jones is the No. 4 wide receiver in the nation and No, 22 
prospect overall. He posted 1,396 yards and 13 touchdowns as a senior, and 
should continue that success at Chapel Hil 

Wideout Rashad Mason, athiete Greg Little and massive defensive tackle 
Tydreke Powell could see early playing time, Leading the way on offense for 
the new Tar Heels is Mike Paulus, the top prospect in New York and No. 4 pro- 
style quarterback in the country, Paulus will compete for time under center next 
‘season. 


* @ 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-1, TE-0, OL-4, DL-5, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

Despite another down year at Illinois, Ron Zook has had no trouble getting 
top talent to flock to Champaign. The Illini put together a solid 21-man class that 
features seven prospects ranked four-stars or higher by Rivals.com. Zook lured 
players from Pennsylvania, Virginia, Washington D.C., Florida, California, Ohio 
and Maryland, 

The impact players in Zook's class are five-star standouts Arrelious Benn 
(WA) and Martez Wilson (DE). The 6-1, 210-pound Benn is rated the No. 5 
receiver in the country, and is an athletic prospect that should open up the Illinois 
offense as soon as next season. In the past two years, he has accumulated 
‘more than 2,100 yards receiving and 25 touchdowns. The 6-4, 230-pound 
Wilson comes off the edge with tremendous speed and is the No. 2 weakside 
defensive end in the nation, He posted a jaw dropping 240 tackles, seven sacks 
and one interception as a senior 

Benn and Wilson aren't the only talents who might make an impact soon for 
the Illini. Some major holes were filled on both sides of the line. On offense, 
tackles Mark Jackson and Craig Wilson bring impressive size and speed. 

On defense, tackles Josh Brent and D'Angelo McCray are imposing forces 
that should bring additional terror to future Big Ten offenses. Rivals250 safety 
Anthony Morris is another player that may make an impact. 


J a 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-3, TE-0, OL-3, DL-3, LB-0, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

Adown year, a coaching change and an on-field braw! didn't seem to hurt 
Miami in the recruiting game. The Hurricanes put together another impressive 
class that features 18 recruits, eight of which are rated four-stars or better by 
Rivals.com. Miami mostly stayed in-state this year, but they did acquire talent 
from Georgia, South Carolina, Colorado, New York, Nebraska and Texas 

The Hurricanes got a major upgrade on offense afte finally landing a big- 
time quarterback in 6-1, 189-pound Robert Marve. He is the No. 8 pro-style 
quarterback prospect in the country. Marve accounted for more than 5,200 yards 
of offense and 56 touchdowns as a senior. Joining him is the star of Randy 
Shannon's first class, Graig Cooper. The 5-11, 185-pound running back was the 
nation’s top prep school prospect. Cooper brings speed and elusiveness to the 
position and should ft in immediately. 

Shannon is known for defense, and he made major improvements along the 
line and in the backfield. Allen Bailey, the No. 7 strongside defensive end in the 
country, posted an impressive 112 tackles and six sacks as a senior, The 
Hurricanes added four DB prospects, including shutdown corner Doug Wiggins 
and athletic safety Damien Berry. Others that could make an impact in the near 
future include wide receiver Jermaine McKenzie, offensive tackle Orlando 
Franklin and athlete Demarcus VanDyke. 
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QB-0, RB-0, WR-1, TE-1, OL-7, DL-2, LB-3, DB-2, ATH-3, ST-1 

It wasn't the best of years for Bobby Bowden. His Seminoles ended up 
making their way to the Emerald Nut Bowl. Despite that, Florida State still found 
plenty of recruiting success, landing eight four-star prospects among its 20 
‘commitments. 

The Seminoles vastly improved their defense with the addition of the No, 2 
outside linebacker in the country, Kendall Smith. FSU also signed the No. 5 
comerback in the nation, Dionte Allen. The 6-1, 207-pound Smith has 
outstanding speed to blitz or sink into coverage. The 5-11, 175-pound Allen will 
likely see time next season after posting 60 tackles and two interceptions as a 
senior. The defense added further help with four-star end Jamar Jackson. 

Certainly a focus in recruiting was along the offensive line, where Florida 
State pulled in seven recruits. Leading the way is huge tackle Antwane Greenlee 
and athletic quard Zach Hillery. Two athletes that could make an immediate 
impact next season are Rivals250 prospects Bradon Paul and Bert Reed. 


| 20 | Georgia Tech 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-0, OL-3, DL-3, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-0 

After taking the Yellow Jackets to the ACC championship game, Chan 
Gailey signed a solid recruiting class in Atlanta. Georgia Tech landed an 
impressive 20-man class that features eight four-star prospects, Most of the 
recruits came from Georgia, but Galley and company lured talent from Florida, 
Pennsylvania, Texas, Alabama and Michigan, 

The aggressive defense the Yellow Jackets have become known for got 
better during the offseason. The addition of end Derrick Morgan, the No. 6 
strongside defensive end in the country, was an important one. Morgan likely will 
make an impact next year after already enrolling in class this spring. Opposite 
him is athletic Rivals250 end Jason Peters. 

With the departure of Reggie Ball and Calvin Johnson, the offense is in 
need of a major overhaul. Four-star quarterbacks Josh Nesbitt and Steven 
Threet will battle for the position. The 6-6, 225-pound Threet likely will have the 
advantage because he has already enrolled. Meanwhile, quick running back 
Jonathan Dwyer will be the eventual heir to Tashard Choice. D.J. Donley, at 
6-foot-4, 200-pounds, is the next big receiver for the Jackets. 


BT clemson 


QB-1, RB-0, WR-3, TE-1, OL-4, DL-6, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-0, ST-0 

‘Tommy Bowden is no stranger to the recruiting game, and 2006 was a good 
year for the Tigers coach. He helped Clemson sign a 23-man class that included 
seven four-star prospects, As usual, plenty of the talent came from South 
Carolina, but the Tigers also went to Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee and 
Alabama for players, 

Bowden and company have to be elated about their secondary. The Tigers 
signed lockdown cornerback Marcus Gilchrist and punishing safety DeAndre 
McDaniel. The 5-11, 175-pound Gilchrist was rated the No. 6 cornerback in the 
country after recording 73 tackles and four interceptions as a senior. The 6-0, 
185-pound McDaniel is the No. 4 prep school player in the country and boasts 
excellent speed. 

The defense added depth and talent at linebacker and defensive end. 
Clemson received five linebacker commitments, including Scotty Cooper. The 
line got a major upgrade with speed end Kourtnei Brown. On offense, Willy 
Korn, the No. 5 dual-threat quarterback, could take over the position as soon as 
next year. He'll be helped by speedy receiver Markish Jones and huge 
offensive tackle Landon Walker. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-2, TE-2, OL-4, DL-5, LB-5, DB-2, ATH-1, ST-1 

California continues to turn solid success on the field into recruiting 
success. Under Jeff Tedford, 2007 was no different for the Golden Bears. Cal 
landed 25 recruits, including five four-star prospects as ranked by Rivals.com. 

California made it a focus to improve the defense, picking up five linemen 
and five linebackers. The star of the group is 6-3, 225-pound outside linebacker 
Alex Cook. The junior college star should make an immediate impact for the 


Bears this fall. The defensive backfield received help, too. Four-star prospect 
Chris Conte is an athletic safety. 

(On offense, the focus was again on the line. The star of the four linemen is 
impressive tackle Matt Summers-Gavin. Hell be making a push for two quick 
and elusive tailbacks in Jahvid Best and Shane Vereen. The 5-10, 183-pound 
Best ran for more than 3,000 yards and 40 touchdowns last season. The 5-9, 
170-pound Vereen posted 1,600 yards and 24 touchdowns. Each will make a 
push to play this season. 


@ 23 Penn State 


Penrstae 

QB-0, RB-0, WR-3, TE-1, OL-6, DL-3, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 

Penn State is always a national recruiting threat, and in 2007 Joe Paterno 
and company continued to display their power. The Nittany Lions landed the 
No. 23 class in the country. Penn State's group features 21 commitments, and 
eight of them are four-star prospects by Rivals.com. Much of the talent came 
from the northeast, but Paterno made inroads in Delaware, Virginia, North 
Carolina and Michigan. 

The focus for Penn State this year was on the offensive line. The Nittany 
Lions nabbed six prospects, including two four-star talents in guards J.B, 
Walton and Stefen Wisniewski. 

‘On defense, Penn State bulked up with talented linebackers and defensive 
backs. Four-star linebackers Chris Colasanti, Nathan Stupar and Andrew 
Dailey should keep the tradition at “Linebacker University” going strong. Safeties 
Nick Sukay and Chaz Powell bring speed and size to the secondary. Not to be 
overlooked is defensive end Devon Still, who posted 74 tackles and 13 sacks 


as a senior. 
24 Virginia 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-2, OL-3, DL-4, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-3, ST-1 

Al Groh and Virginia found some success on the recruiting trail in 2007, 
filling important needs. The Cavaliers landed a solid 24-man recruiting class that 
featured seven four-star prospects according to Rivals.com. Virginia pulled out 
two of the top four prospects in the Commonwealth, but also did damage in 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, llinois, North Carolina, Maryland and Kentucky. 

No question, the star of Virginia's class is 6-5, 235-pound quarterback Peter 
Lalich, The Rivals250 prospect could likely take the starting job next season for 
the Cavaliers after accounting for more than 6,000 yards and 53 touchdowns the 
past two years, Lalich got some help with the addition of talented offensive tackle 
Lamar Milstead, the No. 4 prospect in the District of Columbia. 

Groh is known for producing linebackers, and he has four more to work with 
— including four-star prospects Terence Fells-Danzer and J’Courtney 
Williams. The 6-4, 212-pound Williams could make an immediate impact after 
posting 120 tackles and seven sacks last season. Danzer totaled 82 tackles and 
seven sacks. Others that could make an impact soon for Virginia are defensive 
backs Ras-I Dowling and Chase Minnifield. Big defensive tackle Nick 
Jenkins, who had 95 tackles and 10 sacks as a senior, could also see early 
playing time, 


ee) Pittsburgh | 


QB-1, RB-4, WR-3, TE-2, OL-4, DL-5, LB-3, DB-2, ATH-0, ST-0 

Rounding out the top 25 is Dave Wannstedt and Pittsburgh. The Panthers 
didn't have the best season, but they stil put together an impressive recruiting 
class. Of their 24 signees, six were rated four-star prospects or better according 
to Rivals.com. Wannstedt's name recognition from his NFL days has helped him 
land prospects from Florida, North Carolina, Kansas, D.C., Ohio and New Jersey. 

With the graduation of Tyler Palko, Pittsburgh has found its next quarter- 
back in 6-3, 220-pound Pat Bostick. Rated the No. 6 pro-style quarterback in 
the country, Bostick will be the man for Wannstedt for years to come. Bostick 
amassed 7,300 yards passing and 82 touchdowns in the past three years. He'll 
get help in the backfield from four new running backs, including four-star prep 
talent LeSean McCoy. 

Wide receiver and offensive line were positions that have been upgraded. 
Four-star wideout Aundre Wright should take some pressure off Bostick, and 
massive guard Chris Jacobson should keep defenders away from the QB, The 
defensive line picked up two big recruits in athletic end Tony Tucker and talented 
defensive tackle Tommie Duhart, who posted 58 tackles and four sacks as a senior. 
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INCOMING 
FRESHMEN 


1. Jimmy Clausen 
4, Ryan Mallet 
21. Tyrod Taylor 

28, Cameron Newton 
44, Aaron Corp 

47, John Brantley 
82. Mike Paulus 
90. Stephen Garcia 
98, Willy Korn 


2. Joe MeKnight 
15, Noel Devine 
17. Mare Tyler 
30, Enrique Davis 
36. John Clay 

50. Brandon Saine 
52, Armando Allen 
57. Lennon Greer 
77. Robert Hughes 
81. Caleb King 
85. Raymond Carter 
89, Chris Rainey 
94. Jahvid Best 


8. Ronald Johnson 
13. Terrance Toliver 
19. Chris Culver 

22. Dwight Jones 
24, Arrelious Benn 
34. Duval Kamara 
41, DeAngelo Benton 
49. Deonte Thompson 
54, Dez Bryant 

73. Niles Paul 

80. Malcolm Wiliams 
91. Toney Clemons 
100, Brandon Gibson 


‘Aron White 
Aaron Hernandez 
Mike Ragone 


Josh Oglesby 
James Wilson 
Tray Allen 


HT./WT. HOMETOWN/SCHOOL 


6-3/200 
66/235 
6-1/200 
6-5/220 
64/195 
63/185 
6-5/220 
6-3/220 
6-2/200 


61/193 
5-875 
60/215 

511/212 
6-0/222 
6-0/200 
59/181 
6-1/202 

511/226 

511/186 

511/187 
5-9/160 

510/183, 


6-077 
64/185 
6-1/190 
65/210 
6-1/210 
65/208 
6-3/195 
6-0/180 
61/195 
62/210 
69/205 
6-2/205 
6-2/190 


64/213 
6-4/220 
64/221 


67815 
64/805 
6-4/805 


78 Linoy's Sports ANNUALS 


‘Westlake Vilage (Cali)/Oaks Cheistian 
Texarkana (Tevas)/Texas High 
Hampton (Va.) 

AllantaWestiake 

Villa Park (Cali)/Orange Lutheran 
Ocala (Fla./rinity Catholic 

Syracuse (N.¥.)/Chrstian Brothers 
Tampa/letferson 

Duncan (S.C.)James F. Byrnes 


River Ridge (La.)Klohn Curtis 

North Fort Myers (Fla)/North Fort Meyers 
‘Westlake Village (Calt)/Oaks Christian 
lynn Haven (Fla.)/Mosley 

Racine (Wis.)/Park 

Piqua (Ohio) Piqua 

Hialeah (Fla)/Miami Lakes 

Tatum (Texas) 

Chicagortubbard 

Norcross (Ga.)/Greater Atlanta Christian 
Los Angeles/Crenshaw 

Lakeland (Florida) 

Richmond (Cal,/Salesian 


‘Muskegon (Mich) 
Hempstead (Texas) 

Gamer (N.C.) 

Burlington (N.C.)/Cummings 
Washington (0.C.)/Dunbar 
Hoboken (N.J./Hoboken. 
Bastrop (La./Bastrop 

Belle Glade (Fla.)/Glades Central 
utkin (Texas) 

Omaha (Neb.)North 
Garand (Texas) 

New Kensington (Pa.)/Valley 
Mobile (Ala./UMS-Wright 


Columbia (Mo.) Rock Bridge 
Bristol (Conn.) Bristol Central 
Cherry Hill(N..) Gamden Catholic 


‘Milwaukee (Wis.)/Saint Francis. 
Ponte Vedra (Fla,/Nease 
Grand Prairie (Texas)South Grand Prairie 


COLLEGE 


Notre Dame 
Michigan 
Virginia Tech 
Florida 
Southern Cal 
Florida 

North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Clemson 


Souther Cal 
‘West Virginia 
‘Southern Cal 
‘Auburn 
Wisconsin 
Ohio State 
Notre Dame. 
Tennessee 
Notre Dame 
Georgia 
UCLA 

Florida 
California 


Southern Cal 
Lsu 

South Carolina 
North Carolina 
nos 

Notre Dame 
Lsu 

Florida 
Oklahoma State 
Nebraska 
Texas 
Michigan 
‘Alabama 


Georgia 
Florida 
Notre Dame 


Wisconsin 
Florida 
Texas 


2, 
29, 
99, 
55, 
61 


76, 
95, 
96. 


yan Miller 
Kristofer O'Dowd 
Michael Huey 

Matt Romine 

Lee Ziemba 
Antwane Greenlee 
Anthony Davis 
Bryan Bulaga 
Martin Coleman 
Quintin Richardson 


Carlos Duniap 
Everson Grifen 
Ben Martin 
Martez Wilson 
Cli Matthews 
Chris Strong 
Sidell Corley 
Michael Keck 
Richett Jones 
Derrick Morgan 
Allen Bailey 
Travian Robertson 


Marvin Austin 
Torrey Davis 
Da'John Harris 
Kerry Murphy 
Brian Price 
oseph Barksdale 
Andre Jones 
Myles Wade 
Drake Nevis 


Chris Galippo 
(Chris Donald 
Rolando MeClain 
Kendall Smith 
Austin Box 
Keenan Robinson 


Eric Berry 


1. Curtis Brown 


Warren 
Doug Wiggins 
Jerimy Finch 
Dionte Allen 
Marous Gilchrist 
Major Wright 
Jordan Bernstine 
Eugene Ciiford 
Stefoin Francois 
Gary Gray 

Chaz Powell 
Morgan Burnett 
Michael McNeil 
Ben Wells 
Marshall Jones 


Chad Jones 
John Chiles 
Joe Haden 
Lamark Brown 
Gerald Jones 


66/278 
65/315 
66/290 
6-6/285 
67/295 
6-6/902 
65/341 
65/270 
6-5/290 
65/290 


66/255 
64/266 
65/230 
6-4/230 
65/245 
63/251 
6-4/250 
65/215 
63/234 
6-4/260 
64/255 
64/255 


6-5/290 
6-4/266 
6-5/815 
6-2/285 
6-6/323 
6-4/905 
6-2/922 
6-1/281 


6-3/235 


6-4/240 
61/207 


511/194 
6-074 
6-075 

5-11/180 
6-1/208 

S175 
SA1N75 
6-1/205 
510/200 
6-2/190 
6-0/188 
510/163, 
61/184 
61/182 
6-2/200 
61/185 
6-0/185 


6-2/220 
61/195 
510/189 
6-3/215 
6-0/185 


Littieton (Colo, /Columbine Colorado 
Tucson (Ariz,Salpointe Catholic Southern Cal 
Kilgore (Texas) Texas 

Tulsa (Okla,/Union Notre Dame 
Rogers (Ark) Auburn 
Columbus (Ga.) Hardaway Florida State 
Piscataway (NJ) Rutgers 
‘Woodstock (I/Marian Central Catholic owa 
Huntington Beach (Calif, Edison Southern Cal 
Columbia (S.C.)Spring Valley South Car 


North Charleston (S.C.)/Fort Dorchester Florida 
Avondale (Ariz)/Agua Fria Southern Cal 
Cincinnati Tennessee 
Chicago/Simeon Minos 
Gheraw (8.C.) South Carolina 
Batesville (Miss.)/South Panola Ole Miss 
Mobile (Ala.)/McGill-Toolen Lsu 
Harrisonville (Mo.) Missouri 
Dallas/Lincoin Oklahoma State 
Coatesville (Pa.) Georgia Tech 
Darien (Ga.)/Mcintosh County Academy Miami 
Laurinburg (N.C.y/Scotland County South Carolina 


Washington (0.C.)/Ballou North Carolina 
Seffner (Fla./Armwood Florida 
Gardena (Calf.Serra Southern Cal 
Hoover (Ala.) Alabama 

Los Angels (Calit)/(Crenshaw UCLA 
DetroivCass Tech Lsu 

1 Paso/Andress Texas 
Portland (Ore.)(Central Catholic, Oregon 
Marrero (La.)John Ehret LsU 


Anaheim/Servite Southern Cal 
Huntingdon (Tenn) Tennessee 
Decatur (Ala.) Alabama 
Bushnel (Fia.)South Sumter Florida State 
Enid (Okla) Okishoma 
Plano (Texas)/East Texas 


Fairburn (Ga.)/(Creekside Tennessee 
Gilmer (Texas) Texas 

Long Beach (Calit)/Poly Michigan 
‘Miami NortiMiami Beach Miami 
IndianapolsWearren Central Florida 
Orchard Lake (Mich,/St. Mary's Florida State 
High Point (N.C,)/ZW. Andrews Clemson 
Fort Lauderdale Sain’Thomas Aquinas Florida 

Des Moines (lowa)/Lincoln tow 
Cincinnatiolerain Ohio State 
Reserve (La.)/East St. John usu 
Columbia ($.C.)Richland Northeast Notre Dame 
New Freedom (Pa./Susquehannock Penn State 
College Park (Ga,)North Clayton Georgia Tech 
Mobile (Ala.)/Davidson Auburn 
Beaumont (Texas)/Ozen Texas 
‘Westake Vilage (Calit)/Oaks Christian Southern Cal 


Baton Rouge (Texas)/Southern Lab LSU 
Mansfield (Texas)/Summit Texas 

Fort Washington (Md.)/riendly Florida 

St. Louis/Hazelwood West Kansas State 
Oklahoma City (Okta.)/Millwood Tennessee 
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‘Arthur Brown Wichita East 
Chase Clement Thibodaux ED. White 
<yryn Taylor Franklinton Frankinton 
Chris Tolver Rayville Rayville 
Kenny Tate Hyattsville DeMatha 
amear Thomas Fort Washington Friendly 
Boubacar Cissko Detroit Cass Tech 


TOP HIGH SCHOOL DT wi Gran Haven Grand Haven 
S E WI 10 RS Michael Floyd St Paul Cretin-Derham Hall 
Blaine Gabbert Ballwin Parkway West 
Deandre Brown Ocean Springs Ocean Springs 
Templeton Hardy Sardis North Panola 
Charles Mitchel Clarksdale Clarksdale 
NAME HOMETOWN STATE SCHOOL Brandon Barnes Bunn Bunn 
Mark Barron Mobile AL St Paul's Robert Blanton Matthews Butler 
Julio Jones Foley AL Foley Terrell Manning Laurinburg Scotland County 
Tyler Love Mountain Brook AL Mountain Brook Trevor Robinson Omaha Ekhomn 
Antoine MeClan Anniston AL Anniston Baker Steinkuhler tincoin Southwest 
Burton Scott Prichatl AL Vigor Art Forst Manasquan Manasquan 
Gerell Robinson Chandler AZ Hamilton wit Ht Jersey City St Peter's Prep 
Blake Ayles Orange CA Orange Lutheran Dejuan Miller Metuchen Metuchen 
Robert Golden Fresno cA Edison Landry Jones Artesia Artesia 
Kfaled Holmes Santa Ana CA Mater Dei Brandon Beachum Cardinal Mooney 
Wes Horton Sherman Oaks CA———_Notre Dame Brandon Moore Trotwood Madison 
Datone Jones Compton CA Compton Kyle Rudolph Cincinnati Elder 
Matt Kalil Anaheim CA Servite Cordale Scott Cleveland Glenville 
ona Kavienga Los Angeles CA Leuzinger Devoe Torrence Massillon Washington 
Antony McDonald Sherman Oaks CA Notre Dame Stacey McGee Muskogee Muskogee 
Darrel Scott Ventura CA St. Bonaventure Jameel Owens Muskogee Muskogee 
DW. Shoemate Anaheim CA Sante Ethan Johnson Portland Lincoln 
Tyton Smith Moreno Valey —«CA———-Rancho Verde nathan Baldwin Aliquippa ‘liquippa 
Ed. Woods Encino CA Creep Shayne Hale Monroeville Gateway 
Jon Major Parker CO Ponderosa Jarred Holley Easton Easton 
Masengo Kabongo Fairfield cr Fairfield College Prep Leas Nix Jerson Hils ‘Thomas Jefferson 
Nig! Bradham Crawfordville FL Wakulla Terrelle Pryor Jeannette Jeannette 
Xavier Brewer Jacksonville FL Bartram Trail DaQuan Bowers Bamberg Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
Michael Brewster Orlando FL Edgewater AJ. Green Summerville Summerville 
TU, Bryant Tallahassee AL Lincoln Robert Quinn North Charleston Fort Dorchester 
Marcus Forston Miami Northwestern CLC. Whitlock Chester Chester 
Jordan Futeh Hollywood Chaminade Madonna CChancey Aghayere Garland Garland 
Janoris Jenkins Pahokee Pahokee Dan Buckner Allen ‘Alen 
Patrick Johnson Pompano Beach gy Jermie Calhoun Van van 
Matt Patchan Setter Armwood Stephen Good Paris Paris 
Marcus Robinson Homestead Homestead DeSean Hales Kein Oak 
Etienne Sabino Miami Krop Justin Johnson Gimer Giimer 
Greg Shaw Miami Pace ‘Andrew Luck Houston Stratford 
Erie Smith Setfner ‘Armvvood Sam MoGutti Cypress Oy+air 
Brice Butler Noreross Noreross DJ. Monroe Angleton Angleton 
AL Harmon Louisville Jefferson County 48. Shugarts Kein Klein 
Tavares King Mt Airy Habersham Central Rud, Washington Keller Fossil Ridge 
Richard Samuel Cartersville Cass Aaron Wiliams Round Rock Motil 
DeAngelo Tyson Statesboro Statesboro Kyle Long Charlottesville St. Anne's-Beltield 
Cornelius Washington Waynesboro Burke County EJ, Manuel Virginia Beach Bayside 
Solomon Koehler Kaneohe Castle Vinston Painter Maury Maury 
Dan Hoch Harlan Harlan yan Wiliams Manassas Stonewall Jackson 
Steven Filer Chicago Mount Carmel Kavario Middleton Lakewood Lakes 
Brandon Green Chicago Robeson Everette Thompson E Burien Kennedy 
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By John Talman 
Rivals.com 


The Longhorns were at the top of the Big 12 

again in 2007 after a strong showing in the 2006 class. This group featured 

a number of game-changing athletes and a strong emphasis on the offensive line. 
Prospects like offensive guard Tray Allen (6-4, 305) and cornerback Curtis 
Brown led the way in the rankings, but several others like athlete/quarterback 
John Chiles (6-1, 195) could provide big early competition for playing time. 

Relying on primarily in-state talent, the Longhorns received commitments 
from four of the top offensive linemen in the Lone Star State. Along with Allen, 
Kyle Hix (6-6, 290), Michael Huey (6-5, 290) and Aundre McGaskey (6-4, 290) 
were all big needs filled early on in the process. Also on offense, the receiver was 
a top position taken with three nationally ranked recruits led by big-bodied pass- 
catcher Malcolm Williams (6-3, 205) 

Defensively, the Longhoms also replenished their defensive back group 
which needed depth. Brown leads the group, but watch out for defensive backs 
Ben Wells (6-1, 185), Christian Scott (6-0, 185), and Earl Thomas (5-10, 174) 
who could all find their way into an early role. 

liner: Tray Allen has the most natural ability of any offensive 
lineman recruited inthe class of 2007. Allen's abilty to play up and down the line 
at a number of different positions made him a national recruit. 

Sleeper: Defensive lineman Sam Acho could fit in at a number of 
different ways along the defensive line at defensive tackle or defensive end. 

He will certainly be one to watch, 

Bottom line: For the second year in a row, the Texas class led the Big 
12 and came in with the No. 5 group in the country. Again, it was a star-studded 
group that was put together relatively fast several months before Signing Day. 
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‘ment lst, which adds more intrigue to the 
quarterback race this spring and fall for the Sooners. 

Adding one of the nation’s top overall junior college players in 

linebacker Mike Reed should inject more speed and talent into a usually 
very good corps. High school linebackers Travis Lewis (6-1, 213) and Austin 
Box (6-3, 215) have the athleticism of safeties with the size to move down. 
Defensively the Sooners also added some high quality pieces at defensive back 
with prospects such as Texas players Desmond Jackson (5-11, 187) and 
Jamell Fleming (5-10, 187). 

Offensively, big needs were filed along the offensive line with top recruits 
Jason Hannan (6-4, 277) slated to play center and junior college tackle Phil 
Loadholt (6-9, 360) bringing size to the table, 

: Linebacker Reed has the big hitting style combined with 
speed that makes him intriguing fo any school, Reed could figure to be an early 
starter in his career at Oklahoma. 

Sleeper: Keep an eye on athlete Sam Proctor (6-0, 202) who fits nicely 
at the safety position. He should bring size, speed and versatility after playing 
‘several positions in high school. 

Bottom line: Coach Bob Stoops continues to attack the state of Texas 
and dominate in-state. The 2007 group was no different except that Oklahoma 
was limited in open spots and was up against stiff competition after Texas winning 
the National Championship the year before, Regardless, this is still a group that 
should produce results. 


|Another solid effort in the talent-rich state of Texas helped the 


eg 


Needing to add several offensive players to the mix and add 
depth to the Gefensive line and secondary, the Huskers again signed aul ass 
The class was again focused on a healthy mix of junior college and high school 
prospects. Leading the way was in-state wide receiver Niles Paul (6-2, 210) 
along with highly recruited junior college prospects in quarterback Zac Lee 

(6-2, 200) and safety Larry Asante (6-1, 205). 

There are several recruits that could make an early impact including big back 
Quentin Castille (6-1, 234) from the Lone Star State who became one of the 
most sought-after runners in the region during his senior season. All-purpose 
back Marcus Mendoza (5-10, 175) arrived early for spring football and could 
figure into the mix in certain packages as a freshman. 

‘Adding defensive linemen to a group that lost several starters after the 2006 
season was a priority, The Huskers did that and more with three junior college 
prospects and four high school prospects. Watch out for al three jucos Shukree 
Barfield (6-4, 310), Kevin Dixon (6-3, 292) and Joseph Townsend (6-4, 295) 
as they could make for an interesting fall. 

Headliner: While several junior college recruits could see the field 
earier, receiver Paul, the nephew of Ahman Green, could be the biggest recruit in 
the long-term. His speed and size make him a valuable asset in a pro-style 
offense. 

Sleeper: Wide receiver CurenskiGilleylen (6-0, 210) has the speed to 
stretch the field. He is a player that will add a new dimension to the offense in Lincoln. 

Bottom line: Needing to add instant help in some areas and depth at 
others, the Huskers again put together a nationally recognized class for the third 
year in a row and should again find some playmakers early from the 2007 group. 


With a hole at quarterback after the departure of Paul 
Thompson, the Sooners did that and more with help on the offensive line, speed 
at the linebacker position, and a quality group of defensive backs. Oklahoma 
added former Michigan State QB recruit Keith Nichol (6-2, 196) to the commit- 
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Cowboys cap off another top class ranking in the upper half of the Big 12. 
Landing two Top 10 players in-state with defensive end Richetti Jones (6-3, 
234) and Dez Bryant (6-1, 195) helped vault the OSU class to another level. 
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Landing versatile Lone Star athlete William Cole (5-10, 165) certainly didn't 
hurt either. 

Top ranked junior college signee for the 2007 class, defensive tackle Tonga 
Tea (6-0, 315) from Utah, should make for interesting competition in Stillwater. 
Also watch out for defensive tackle Ahmad Jones (6-2, 319) from Silsbee, Texas 
who is well above his peers physically in stature. 

There could be some nice surprises on the OSU commitment list. Running 
back Kendall Hunter (5-9, 185) didn’t get as much attention because of his size, 
but his speed is special. Receiver Hubert Anyiam (6-0, 163) from the North 
Texas area could find his way onto the field early because of his ball skills and 
elusiveness. What linebacker Marcus Richardson (5-10, 199) lacks in size, 
he makes up in football ability and speed. 

Jeadliner: Bryant was one of the better receiver prospects in the 
country and OSU definitely pulled off one of the biggest recruiting coups with his 
signature on Signing Day. Watch for him to get in the mix often at OSU as early 
as this fall. 

Sleeper: Defensive end Jamie Blatnick (6-3, 245) may be the toughest 
to project, but there is potential there. He could stay outside or move inside to 
tackle and be a force. 

Bottom line: Oklahoma State is quickly becoming a force fo be 
reckoned with in the state of Texas (for both in-state and out-of-state schools). 
Coach Mike Gundy's approach to using the Lone Star State as an “extended 


backyard” is obviously paying off and should translate into wins. 
Colorado 


j + __]Putting together a mix of junior college and high schoo! 
players, the Buffaloes put together a solid class. Much of their success was due 
to picking up the state’s top prospect, Littleton (Colo.) Columbine offensive tackle 
Ryan Miller (6-6, 278). The Buffaloes also added top athletes in junior college 
running back P.T. Gates (5-11, 195) and nationally recruited high school receiver 
Markques Simas (6-1, 198). Both should add electricity to the Buffs’ offense. 

Colorado also added several key pieces to the puzzle by hitting the junior 
college ranks in order to fill gaps. One of those top prospects was defensive end 
Drew Hudgins (6-5, 240). With a chance to play early, Hudgins will bring his 
pass-rushing skill to the table and possibly bring instant impact. Versatile athlete 
Anthony Wright (6-0, 180) is slated to play safety at the next level and he's 
‘a guy who had experience on both sides ofthe ballin high school. 

Another name that fell under the radar was junior college defensive tackle 
Chris Perri (6-4, 265) who was highly recruited on the Pacific coast. Perri looks 
to also help add depth to the inside positions as a three-technique. 

Headliner: No matter which way you slice it, offensive tackle Miller 
signing with Colorado was one of the bigger pickups in recent years for the Buffs. 
His frame, size, and strength is rare at his age. 

Sleeper: Perti, the junior college defensive tackle, didn’t receive the 
loftiest ranking on a national level, but his late interest from top programs and 
great size makes him a steal. 

Bottom line: The involvement of head coach Dan Hawkins in the 
recruiting class for 2007 certainly made a big difference. Hawkins was more 
involved than almost every other head coach in the conference. He was also 
key in keeping the top in-state player, Miller, home. 


Landing four of the Top 10 prospects in-state and going into 
Texas and California helped the 2007 class for the Tigers leave its mark. The 
Tigers stayed at home to pick up prospects ranked in the top five for the Show 
Me State, defensive end Michael Keck (6-5, 215) and running back Derrick 
Washington (5-11, 194). Keck, though rated as a defensive end, has the speed 
and versatility to see time in the role of a linebacker. He also has the potential to 
(grow into a pass-rushing defensive end. Washington was considered the best 
running back in the state. 

Defensive tackle Andy Maples (6-3, 300) could come from the junior 
college ranks and make an impact early for the Tigers. Highly ranked athlete 
Gilbert Moye from Texas will get a starting look at quarterback, but has the 
athleticism to move to receiver or even a defensive position. 


The linebacker and defensive back positions got big boosts. Picking up 
Flint (Mich.) Carman-Ainsworth linebacker George White (6-2, 252) late along 
with Keck helps bolster the numbers at that position. At defensive back, 
Pasadena (Calif.) City College safety Justin Garrett (6-2, 200) is ready to 
possibly step in and help immediately. 

Headliner: The top in-state signee, defensive endllinebacker Keck, 
is oozing with potential. He could grow into a defensive end, or be a force at the 
linebacker position. 

Sleeper: Keep close watch on Texas-bom receiver Kendall Irving 
(6-10, 175). An ACL injury slowed him as a senior, but he'll be the only new 
feceiver coming in August. 

Bottom line: The Tigers did well in-state landing two of the state’s top 
tunning backs and filling several needs on defense with prospects like Keck. The 
linebacker and defensive line positions got the most impact power, but prospects 
like Moye could end up being big-time weapons on offense for the Tigers whether 
he lines up at quarterback or receiver. 


Kansas State 


\With the exception of Texas, the Wildcats started faster than 
almost every other Big 12 team in putting together commitments for the class of 
2007. Starting in-state and working out, Kansas State found solid prospects in 
Missouri, Florida and Texas to fill the group. Two prospects expected to find their 
way on the field early include athlete Lamark Brown (6-3, 215) and junior 
college defensive back Gary Chandler (5-11, 186). 

Brown's size and physical nature makes him look like a linebacker, but he 
looks to be on the offensive side of the ball at receiver first. Chandler was on 
campus for spring practice and looks to make an early move on the strong safety 
position. Junior college linebacker Chris Patterson (6-3, 215) originally signed 
with Oklahoma out of high school, but could see early time in his career at KSU 
depending on development. 

At the high school level, KSU could see several early starters, Chicago 
defensive tackle Xzavier Stewart (6-1, 275) is an aggressive defender who 
could make early noise at the nose tackle spot. Also keep an eye on in-state 
quarterback Tysyn Hartman (6-2, 190) who may not see the field right away, 
but has athleticism to play other positions. 

Headliner: Though a few junior college players could fit into the mix 
earlier, Brown's athleticism combined with his size makes him a prospect to 
watch. A big thick high school senior, Brown still showed flashes of coverage 
ability and balll skills. 

Sleeper: No one fell farther under the radar in the Dallas Metroplex last 
year than receiver Danny Hogan (6-2, 190). Kansas State found a diamond in 
the rough with this speedy pass-catcher. 

Bottom line: Though the Kansas State class of 2007 didn't rank 
‘among the nation’s top classes, what it helped with was filing needs. Ron Prince 
again used talent-rich states like Texas and California, along with the junior 
College ranks, to fill holes and depth to several positions. Making Kansas and 
Missouri was a priority as well 


Texas A&M 


|Though it didn’t appear to be as high quality-wise as previous 
years, the Aggies still signed a class with some talented prospects on both sides 
of the football. Running back Bradley Stephens (5-10, 185) made an early 
‘commitment to the Aggies back in February of 2006 and held a national list of 
scholarship offers. Stephens rushed for more than 5,000 yards in his junior and 
senior years combined. 

Linebacker Derrick Stephens (6-3, 220) is also a true inside linebacker with 
the ability make an early name for himself. A hybrid player, Von Miller (6-3, 210) 
could be an outside linebacker or a defensive end as his college career moves 
along, Athlete Brandon Williams (6-4, 215) is versatile. Playing quarterback in 
high school, Williams will make a quality safety or linebacker. 

The defensive line got big time help from prospects like Brandon Joiner 
(6-3, 220) and Michael Ebbitt (6-5, 245). On offense, receiver Roger Holland 
(5-11, 180) is a big time sleeper and quarterback Ryan Tannehill (6-4, 195) has 
the tools to be a great dual-threat signal caller. Tight end Frank Avery (6-4, 230) 
could also be a player who shines late in his career. 
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Headliner: Running back Stephens is certainly the top prospect 
brought in for the 2007 class. With a top cast of backs already on campus, 
Stephens will add to the list. 

Sleeper: Offensive lineman Daniel Baker (6-6, 285) is just one of 
several sleepers in the class, but his potential may be the highest. Baker has 
versatility to line up in several spots up front and has experience at center. 

Bottom line: Regardless of national ranking, the Aggies still managed 
to add some national recruits on defense and a top running back in Stephens. 
Several names could emerge later in their careers and show the kind of talent 
that their rankings may not indicate. 


D> 
we Kansas 

i [Signing a well-rounded class, Kansas continues to build their 
program with heavy focus in-state and also on talented states such as Texas and 
Oklahoma. As a staff, the Jayhawks continue to impress with their evaluations of 
the junior college ranks. Defensive back Ryan Murphy (5-10, 171) was the No. 3 
rated player in Kansas and another huge pickup for the Jayhawks in the second- 
ary, Junior college safety Patrick Resby (6-2, 195) could also be in the early mix. 

Replacing All-Big 12 performer and running back Jon Comish wasn't going 
to be easy, but some solid players were added to the running back position. East 
‘Texas runner Carmen Boyd-Anderson (6-1, 200) was one of the bigger steals 
in the Lone Star State. Boyd-Anderson's power running style with deceptive 
speed makes him a real find. Linebacker Drew Dudley arrived at Kansas in the 
spring and benefitted from learning the system early 

Other prospects who could surprise include receiver Dezmon Briscoe 
(6-2, 180) and junior college offensive guard Chet Hartley (6-4, 310). Briscoe 
is a long-striding receiver who has great hands. 

Headliner: Defensive back Murphy quickly moved up the charts as one 
of the top secondary prospects in the region. He has offensive and defensive 
‘experience from high schoo! and should compliment the already talented group 
well in Lawrence. 

Sleeper: Nobody knew much about sleeper linebacker Justin Springer 
(6-4, 220) playing in a lesser known area of Texas. However, his size and highlight 
film proves that he may be one of the bigger sleepers in the Big 12. 

Bottom line: The class didn't rank as high nationally as the 2006 
group, but this may be the more productive one when it's all said and done. Top 
prospects like Murphy combined with diamonds in the rough like Springer will 
make this group one of the more fun to watch in the coming years. 


|The recruiting class for the Red Raiders didn’t start incredibly 
fast in 2007, but was another full year both in quantity and quality much like the 
2006 group. With needs on both the offensive and defensive line along with skill 
position players, Mike Leach and his staff answered the call and put together 
another fine group. 

Top in-state prospects, receiver Jacob Amie (6-4, 224) and offensive tackle 
Lonnie Edwards (6-5, 305) lead the group. Amie’s size looks like he’s built for 
the tight end spot, but he has the athleticism to make big plays as a receiver in 
Leach's high-powered offense, Edwards was one of seven offensive linemen 
taken in the group. 

The Red Raiders also locked up a quarterback for the second year in a row. 
This time Tech went out of state to find Little Rock, Ark., signal-caller Stefan 
Loucks (6-2, 185). Amie was one of five receivers brought in to compliment 
Loucks. Detron Lewis (6-0, 190) may have flown under the radar, but is a solid 
route runner. 

Defensive linemen were also a focus and the Red Raiders certainly added 
several early impact guys to the position. Seven prospects in all were added at 
either the tackle or end spots. In-state prospects like David Neill (6-5, 244) and 
Tyrone Sonier (6-2, 225) may have the brightest futures further down the road 
in their careers. 

Headliner: Edwards, the highest ranked of the prospects in the 2007 
class, has alll the tools. Once he leams e offense, he could be an early impact 
type of prospect at tackle, 

Sleeper: No one knew much about Bobby Agoucha (6-4, 300) after 


Moving from Houston to the state of Oklahoma. The find in this prospect will add 
depth early to a shallow defensive tackle corps 
Bottom line: With the focus heavily on the lines, Texas Tech was 
‘successful in adding more depth to their defensive and offensive tackle spots. 
In an offense where there can't be enough quality receivers, the Red Raiders 
found a big time playmaker in Amie and possibly another star in the making at 
the quarterback spot. 


New coach Gene Chizik took the position at lowa State and 
had to come in to finish the majority of the work for the 2007 recruiting class with 
just seven prospect on board at that time. He hit the ground running and that led 
to some big pieces to the puzzle. The star of the class is junior college all- 
purpose back Jamicah Bass (6-1, 210) who picked up scholarship offers from 
all over the country before inking with lowa State. 

At the high school level, the Cyclones went into Nebraska to add dual-threat 
quarterback Phillip Bates (6-2, 189) fo the equation. Bates continues to grow as 
a passer and can change a game with his running ability. In-state, the Cyclones 
faired well by landing linebacker Fabian Brown (6-3, 230). ISU also continued 
their tradition of recruiting some highly recruited prospects in Texas like offensive 
tackle Kelechi Osemele (6-5, 298). 

At the junior college level, the Cyclones added solid prospects like receiver 
Wallace Franklin (6-3, 175), who signed with Nebraska out of high school, 
Offensive guard Joe Blaes (6-2, 290) and defensive end Chris Lyle (6-4, 255) 
also highlight the junior college group. 

Headliner: The addition of running back Bass from the junior college 
Tanks was a big one. The Florida native will have three years to play two and 
looks to make an early impact in the Big 12 North, 

Sleeper: There are several sleepers in the group who could surprise, 
but one important one is defensive tackle Jerrod Black (6-2, 280). The 
sophomore starter in high school is smart and strong at his position, 

Bottom line: This class was a combination of work from two coaching 
staffs with coach Gene Chizik taking the reigns of the football program after Dan 
McCamey resigned his post. Regardless, there is still a lot to like about the 
group, including playmakers on offense and some possible sleepers on defense. 
Considering the circumstances, it was a solid group for ISU. 


The Bears started off as one of the hotter teams in the country 
for recruiting early on in the 2007 class. Though there were some losses late, 
Baylor still managed to assemble a solid group with several big surprises down 
the stretch. None was bigger than linebacker Earl Patin (6-1, 228) hailing from 
Baton Rouge (La.) Souther Lab. The two-time all-state selection could have 

a bright career that starts early in Waco as an inside run-stopper with speed, 

One of the bigger early impact guys will be quarterback John David Weed 
(6-5, 225) who came from the junior college ranks. When Baylor lost a quarter- 
back commitment late to Texas, Weed filled the gab and will fight for a spot this 
spring. The offensive line was another strong suit in the 2007 class. 

The Bears added three of the more highly recruited offensive linemen in 
the state of Texas with Courtney Green (6-4, 285), Anthony Morgan (6-3, 335) 
and John Jones (6-4, 310). The linebacker position, along with Patin, should 
be strong with newcomers Chris Francis (5-10, 213) and sleeper Antonio 
Johnson (6-1, 200). 

Headliner: There is no question that Patin is the jewel of the class. His 
instincts and athleticism as just a high school player make him a huge pickup for 
the group. 

Sleeper: Saiety V.J. McElroy is extremely athletic and spent most of his 
high school career at quarterback. His father was a standout at Baylor and in the 
NFL and the younger son has that kind of potential down the line. 

Bottom line: Considered the best class in the Guy Morris era, the 
Bears were able to fil their needs going into the year including a quarterback, 
depth along the offensive line, and speed to the defense. The athleticism alone of 
the team should go up a notch with this effort. 


PICKING THE BIG 12 


And the North Shall Rise Again!? 


nd the favorite to win the 2007 
A® 12 Conference championship is ... 
Nebraska? 

That far-fetched prediction is brought 
to you by the Committee to Save the Big 
12 North. 

In some corners of the Big 12, the Huskers 
are seen as legitimate challengers to the 
South's domination of the conference in 
recent seasons. South Division teams have 
won the past three conference champi- 
onships and four of the past five. 

South teams went 13-5 against northem 
clubs in 2006, and three of those losses were 
by South doormat Baylor. 

Yet, some observers contend the competi- 
tive gap between North and South is narrow- 
ing. They point to Kansas State’s shocking 
upset of Texas last November that knocked 


the Longhorns out of the national champi- 
onship hunt. Nebraska also saved some 
Northem face by rallying for a one-point vic- 
tory at Texas A&M. 

The Huskers made it to the conference 
championship game in their third season 
under Bill Callahan. Oklahoma scored a 21-7 
victory, but the outcome was much more 
competitive than in the two previous seasons 
when Oklahoma and Texas won by a com- 
bined score of 112-6. 

There's no question that Nebraska and 
Missouri, which figures to challenge the 
Huskers for the North Division champi- 
onship, are more capable of competing with 
the best of the South. The Huskers have 
closed the talent chasm that existed when 
Callahan took over the program. Missouri, 
with its high-powered offense, should be able 


12 Conference Picks 


Big 


to hang with almost any team. 

But is it realistic to think either of those 
teams can challenge Texas or Oklahoma? 
Texas A&M, with 15 starters back, appears 
better equipped to make a title run than 
either the Huskers or Missouri. 

That's not to say the South's best teams 
lack issues. 

‘Texas must rebuild the middle of its offen- 
sive line, and the Longhorns’ pass defense 
(atrocious as it was at times in 2006) lost 
three of four starters. On the plus side for the 
Longhorns is quarterback Colt McCoy, superb 
as a freshman last season, a solid runner in 
Jamaal Charles, and the best receiving corps 
since Mack Brown took over the program. 

“We made progress in the spring, but we 
still have question marks about the second- 
ary and the offensive line,” Brown said. 


[Big 12 South) 


Big 12 North. 
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f ALL-BIG 12 Team 
OFFENSE First Team 
“QB ColtMcCoy So. 


Texas, 

RB. Jamaal Charles Jr. Texas 
RB Mike Goodson So. Texas A&M 
WR Adarius Bowman — Sr. Oklahoma St. 
_ WR Limas Sweed Sr. Texas 
TE Martin Rucker Sr. Missouri 
C — Cody Wallace Sr. Texas A&M 
OL George Robinson Jr Oklahoma: 
OL. Matt Slauson dt Nebraska: 
OL Yemi Babalola dr. Texas A&M) 
OL ‘Anthony Collins de Kansas 
AP Perrish Cox. So. Oklahoma St. 
“K ~ Garrett Hartley Oklahoma 
‘DL. James McClinton Sr. Kansas 
DL Nathan Peterson — Sr. Oklahoma St. 
DL Frank Okam Sr. Texas 
LB lan Campbell dr. Kansas State 
LB Alvin Bowen: St. lowa State: 
LB Jordon Dizon — Sr.__——-Colorado 
{8B Bo Ruud — Sr. Nebraska 
‘DB Agib Talib jae! 2 Kansas. 
DB’ Reggie Smith ‘dr Oklahoma. 
OB Terrence Wheatley Sr. Colorado 
DB Marcus Watts Sr. Kansas State 
P Matt Fodge Jr. Oklahoma St. 
OFFENSE - Second Team 
QB Chase Daniel dt Missouri 
RB Dantrell Savage Sr. Oklahoma St. 
RB Allen Patrick St. Oklahoma 


WR Maurice Purity St Nebraska 
WR Malcolm Kelly Jr Oklahoma 
TE Chase Coffman © Jr Missouri 
© Adam Spieker St. Missouri 
OL TonyHils = Sr. Texas 
OL Louis Vasquez Jr. Texas Tech 
OL. Kirk Elder St Texas A&M 
OL. Brandon Braxton Jr. Oklahoma 
AP. Kerry Franks St. Texas A&M’ 
K Jeff Wolfert de Missouri 


| ‘DL Chris Harrington Sr. Texas A&M 
DL George Hypolite Je Colorado 
DL. Jake Ratliff Jt Texas Tech 
| DL Ndamukong Suh So. Nebraska 
1B Rashad Bobino Jr Texas 
LB Joe Pawelek So. Baylor 
‘LB Mike Rivera dr Kansas 
DB_ Marcus Walker St Oklahoma 
DB Nic Harris _ Jr Oklahoma 
) DB Marcus Griffin Sr. Texas 
‘DB Joe Garcia ‘St. Texas Tech: = 
i i | dustin Brantly dr Texas A&M 


“We have some experienced guys in the 
secondary, along with some really talented 
young guys that can challenge the older 
guys. We may wind up playing two deep in 
the secondary during non-conference games, 
letting the guys back there grow and then 
figuring out who is the best.” 

Oklahoma boasts plenty of experience on 
the offensive front, a stable of talented run- 
ning backs, and perhaps the best receiving 
corps in the league. But the Sooners will have 
anew quarterback — junior Joey Halzle, red- 
shirt freshmen Sam Bradford or true fresh- 
man Keith Nichol. 

Oklahoma's defense has holes to fill at 
linebacker and on the edge, but the second- 
ary is overloaded with talent and the special 
teams are the best in the league. 

Texas A&M needs to find playmakers on 
defense, but suffers no shortage of them on 
offense. Quarterback Stephen McGee directs 
an offense that has experience up front and 
talent at the skill positions. 

Nebraska figures to replace All-Big 12 
quarterback Zac Taylor with Arizona State 
transfer Sam Keller. Hell operate behind 
a much-improved offensive line and will 
throw to an experienced group of receivers. 


‘Most Offensive 
Valuable ‘ol the 
u Player 


Chase Daniel, 
QB, Missouri 


Strongest arm 
Best scrambler 
Coolest in the clutch 


Best hands 


Most dangerous deep threat 
Best run blocker 

Best pass blocker 

Best cover corner 


Best pass rusher lan Campbell Kansas State 


HONOR FIOLL 


Special teams demon 


On the other side, Nebraska must replace its 
entire defensive line, and its secondary took 
a massive hit when Zack Bowman suffered 
his second major knee injury in as many 
years. 

Missouri's defense also is suspect, but its 
offense is capable of inflicting serious dam- 
age. Chase Daniel set school records for 
a first-year quarterback with 3,527 yards and 
28 touchdowns, and figures to have an even 
better handle on the system as a junior. Tony 
Temple finished second in the league in rush- 
ing, and few college teams have a pair of 
tight ends the equal of Martin Rucker and 
Chase Coffman. 

Color Oklahoma State as the darkhorse in 
the conference race. The Cowboys retum 
eight starters from an offense that, along 
with Boise State, was the only one in college 
football to average 200 yards passing and 
tushing last season. 

With quarterback Bobby Reid, wide receiv- 
er Adarius Bowman and running back 
Dantrell Savage, OSU is billing itself as “the 
most powerful offense in the world.” No such 
claims are being made about the defense, 
for good reason. 


— Steve Pivovar 
Player of the = 
‘Year ‘Year 


“Alvin Bowen, 
LB, lowa State 


Sam Keller, 
QB, Nebraska 


Perr Okla State 
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Kent State at lowa State (Cyclones will take field for the first time in 12 years without Dan McCamey. 
Kansas State at Auburn Cream-puff openers are a thing of the past for Ron Prince's Wildcats. 
Missouri vs. Illinois Improved Illini rates as tough opener for Tigers indoors in St. Louis. 
Oklahoma State at Georgia Cowboys will need to be at their best to win between the hedges. 
Miami at Okishoma Still @ big-stakes matchup, even with ‘Canes having dropped off a bit. 
Nebraska at Wake Forest Huskers could be in big trouble if they're looking ahead to USC. 

lowa at lowa State Gene Chizik gets first taste of Hawkeye state rivalry. 

Florida State at Colorado Biggest challenge on Buffaloes’ demanding non-conference schedule, 


Southern California at, Nebraska Callahan must junk play-if-safe game plan of 2006 to gain signature win, 


Texas Tech at Oklahoma State Tech has won eight of past 10 meetings, but 0-2 in recent visits to Suilwater. 


Texas A&M at Miami A year ago, Aggies’ toughest non-conference game was against Army. 
‘Oklahoma at Colorado Couldn't CU officials have picked an easier homecoming foe? 
Kansas State at Texas Wildcats knocked Longhorns out of national title hunt last season, 


‘Oklahoma vs. Texas (Dallas) Longhorns looking for third straight win in the Red River Shootout, 


Nebraska at Missouri Tigers have beaten Nebraska in past two meetings in Columbia, 
Kansas at Kansas State Conference opener for Jayhawks comes against Sunflower State rival. 
Texas at lowa State Tough stretch for Cyclones: Texas and Oklahoma back-to-back. 
Texas ASM at Texas Tech ‘Aggies haven't won in Lubbock since 1993 (3-9 in last 12 meetings). 
Texas ASM at Nebraska ‘Aggies let Huskers steal a win in closing seconds last season. 
Champion BCS (National Title Game if 
Texas ASM at Oklshoma Red-zone woes cost Aggies @ shot at @ big upset win in 2008. ranked No. 1 or No. 2, otherwise Fiesta) 
Texas Tech at Baylor Bears have never beaten Red Raiders in Big 12 play. Big 12 #2. Cotton vs. SEC #2 or #3 
Big 12 #3 Holiday vs. Pac-10 #2 
Nebraska at Colorado Get your day-after-Thanksaiving shopping done early: 10 a.m. kickoff. Big 12 #4 Alamo vs. Big 10 #4 
Texas at Texas ABM Can Aggies make it two in a row over their biggest rival? Big 12 #5 Gator vs. ACG or Sun vs. Pac-10 
Big 12 #6 Insight vs. Big 10 
Big 12 #7 Independence vs. SEC 
Oklahoma State at Oklahoma Sooners hold 78-16-7 edge in nation’s most lopsided in-state series. Big 12 #8 Texas vs, Conf USA or Big East 
Kansas vs. Missouri Bitter rivals square off at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City. Note:The Gator must choose Big 12 teams twice 


ina four-year period. When the Gator does not pick 
‘a Big 12 school, the Sun Bowl then selects one. 
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EVERY BIG FAMILY WILL WANT ONE. 


ALL NEW _ Meet the all new 2007 Chevy Suburban. The SUV that every Texas family will want. With seating for 
SUBURBAN available safety features including head-curtain air bags** and a rearview camera system!t The all 
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up to nine* 


~ AROUND THE BIG 12 


Kickoff Change Promises to Jolt Field Position 


some Big 12 Conference coaches, the 

ICAA's decision to push kickoffs 

back to the 30-yard line has earth-shak- 
ing ramifications. 

Texas head football coach Mack Brown 
said, “it might change college football as 
much as any rule change in a long time.” 

Tt will add excitement to the game, 
Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops said. 

Kicking off from the 30, Oklahoma 
State associate head coach Joe DeForest 
said, will require teams to change their 
whole approach to kickoff coverage and 
yetums. 

“You're going to see more starters on 
those units,” DeForest said. “It’s exciting 
because you know it will open the game 
up. The glass is half empty and half full. 
It's a little scary if you have to coach 
both units.” 


E only five yards, but to listen to 


More kickoff retums would tend to 
create better field position, which can 
be expected to lead to more scoring. 

“You can be kicking from the 30 into 
a wind, and a return man could catch it 
at the 20 and end up at the 40- or 
50-yard line to start,” Brown said. 

“If you ask our defensive coaches 
about it, they throw up. If you ask our 
offensive coaches, they're pumped.” 

Tt might, however, carry a cost. 

“You worry about more opportunity 
for injury,” Stoops said, “because those 
are high-impact plays.” 

Two other rule changes revert to rules 
used in 2005: The clock will start on the 
snap following a change of possession, 
and the clock will start on kickoffs only 
when the ball is legally touched on the 
field of play (rather than when it is 
kicked). 


New Scheduling Manual at KSU 

What in the name of Bill Snyder is 
going on at Kansas State? 

The Wildcats will open their season 
against Aubum and will face a challeng- 
ing non-conference trip to Fresno State. 
Future dates are set with Louisville, 
UCLA, Miami, Oregon and Virginia Tech. 

Snyder rebuilt Kansas State's football 
fortunes in part by relying on facing 
creampuff non-conference opponents, 
building confidence and accumulating 
victories. Ron Prince, now in his second 
season in Manhattan, is looking to 
schedule intersectional powers to focus 
national attention on his program. 

“Going to play those kind of oppo- 
nents will do nothing but benefit us,” 
Prince said. 

“We added Louisville late to our sched- 
ule last year, and that game gave us 


Four-Year Standings 


Bolsteted by a 6-2 league mark in the regular season, Nebraska pulled to 18-14 in Big 12 play in the past four yeats ... and a good thing, 
too. Nobody else in the North is above .500 during that time, as Colorado slipped to a 2-6 conference mark last season. 
In the South, Texas had matched Oklahoma from 2002 through 2005, but last year’s two-game, two-step backward late in the season gave 


the Sooners the lead again. 


Note that Texas Tech has the third-best overall record in this time frame. 


Big 12 North Biz Pet. Al Pet. Chidv = =M B Comment 

Nebraska 18-14 562, 82-18 640, on 0 8 ‘Suddenly, Huskers are back on top in division. 
Missouri 15-17 468 23-21 580 oo 0 3 Becoming a fixture among North contenders. 
Kansas State 14-18 ABB 27-28 B40 WwW 1 2 Taking another step in reclaiming respect. 
Colorado 14-18 A388 22-28 440 02 0 2 {n ultra-balanced North, anything can happen. 
Kansas 11-21 344 28-25 478, 0/0 0 2 Gotta play defense, too, Jayhawks. 

lowa State 9-23 281 20-28 AIT 0/0 0 2 Cyclones start over with long way to go. 

Bly 12 South Bi2 Pet, A Pet. civolv = B Comment 

Oklahoma 28-3 806 43-10 811 28 EF 4 27-1 against Big 12 teams not named Longhorns, 
Texas 28-4 875 447 863 1A 2 4 26-2 against Big 12 teams not named Sooners. 
Texas Tech 19-18 594 83-17 860, 00, i) A Monstrous comeback in bow! Kens paying off. 
Texas A&M 15-17 463 25-28 521 oo 0 2 Franchione finally gaining serious traction? 
Oklahoma State 18-19. 406 27-22 551 0/0 0 3 Gundy has reached the corner; heading up field. 
Baylor. 725 218 15-31 826 00 0 0 From 1 to 2 to 3 league wins ... can they get to 4? 
‘Note: Ch=Championship or co-championship; M=BCS Bowls; B=Bowls 
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a chance to see where we were. We didn’t 
win the game, but I believe that had we 
not played Louisville, we would not have 
won the Texas game later in the season. 

’This year, we will play on both coasts 
in major markets. That's important from 
a recruiting standpoint, from a fan stand- 
point. Our goal is to win the Big 12 North, 
and we feel that we can accomplish that 
by playing this kind of schedule. 

“Our kids are excited about the 
challenge of playing some of the best 
programs in the country.” 


From Worst to ... We'll See 

Comell Jackson faces an imposing 
task as he takes over coaching Baylor's 
running backs. The Bears ranked last in 
the nation in rushing in 2006, averaging 
a measly 40.2 yards per game. 

“We've made more of a commitment to 
working on it in practice,” said Baylor 


coach Guy Morris. 

“We hammered on them every day 
how we had to toughen up and get bet- 
ter. They had to submit to it because 
they didn’t have much choice.” 

At Kansas, the Jayhawks also are try- 
ing to improve an aspect of their game 
that ranked as the nation’s worst. 
No Division I-A team gave up more pass- 
ing yards (269.1 per game) than Kansas 
in 2006. 

“We've had some quarterbacks back 
there who could have read the newspa- 
per and had a cup of coffee and then 
thrown the ball,” Mangino said during 
spring drills. “I think we need to 
improve in the secondary, but your best 
pass defense is a pass rush. That is 
a high priority with us.” 


Extra Points 
**Colorado switched last season's 


starting quarterback, Bernard Jackson, 
toa “slash” position to play receiver and 
running back, along with some quarter- 
back-run plays. 

**All-Big 12 cornerback Aqib Talib, 
who intercepted six passes for Kansas 
last season, saw duty at wide receiver 
during the spring. He might be able to 
do some double-duty, just like Charles 
Gordon did for the Jayhawks recently. 

**Missouri quarterback Chase Daniel 
completed almost 80 percent of his pass- 
es (47 of 59) for 697 yards and eight 
touchdowns during spring practice. 

**Donovan Woods, who started his 
Oklahoma State career as a quarterback, 
is now playing linebacker after a stint at 
safety last season. “He really loves it,” 
said DeForest, OSU's associate head 
coach. “He feels more confident about 
himself at linebacker.” 

— Steve Pivovar 


For the second consecutive season, the Big 12 had the lowest number of draftees among the five biggest conferences. The SEC had 41, the ACC 


and Big Ten had 31, and the Pac-10 had 28, 


‘The Big 12 also had 28, but had a worse per-team average, considering that the Pac-10 has two fewer teams. 
‘The league did produce four first-round picks, but only early-entry Adrian Peterson, at No. 7, was among the top 12 players selected, Kansas 
and Texas A&M were shut out of the draft, For the Aggies, it marked the first time since 1974 that the NFL passed on their players. 


7) Pick ‘Bayer Pos, Team Teak OM Pon Tea nN 
4 112 Sepulveda, Daniel P Pittsburgh 1 7 Peterson, Adrian RB —-Minnesota 
7 226 Wilson, C.J. cB Carolina 6 176 Alexander, Rufus OLB Minnesota 
7 239 Ah You, C.J. DE _—_—Buffalo 
COM Plek—Golarata Pos. Team 
6 193 Crosby, Mason K Green Bay Te Pak” OWaNomaiae Pos) ‘Team. 
16 238 Wright, Abraham DE Miami 4 132 McBean, Ryan DE Pittsburgh 
6 209 ‘Hilliard, Corey OT —_—New England 
Pick. Kansas Sta os. Te 
3 7 ——‘Figurs, Yamon WR Baltimore TW. Poh aTekas, ~ foe Team a 
6 186 Clayton, Thomas = RB ‘San Francisco 1 19 Griffin, Michael «-FS-«=S Tennessee 
7 218 Diles, Zach TLB Houston 1 20 Ross, Aaron CB WY, Giants 
a 39 Blalock, Justin or Atlanta 
Bd Pick Wisco Pos, Teant 2 56 Crowder, Tim DE Denver 
4 113 Smith, Brian DE Jacksonville 4 102 Robison, Brian DE Minnesota 
5 147 Brown, Tarell CB San Francisco 
fi: Pick elias Pos, Team 6 183 Studdard, Kasey = «G Houston’ 
1 13 Carriker, Adam DE St. Louis 
2 63 Jackson, Brandon RB Green Bay WwW Pik erat Tech Fos. Team : 
3 87 Bradley, Stewart “OLB Philadelphia 4 117 ‘Ramirez, Manuel G Detroit 
4 104 Moore, Jay DE San Francisco 6 188 Filani, Joel WR ‘Tennessee 
7 242 Dawson, Keyunta DE Indianapolis 
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It McCoy is entrenched as the Texas starter, 
ut backups Sherrod Harris and John Chiles 

each had their moments during the spring. Coach 

Mack Brown seems inclined to give one of them 

Quality time as a change-of-pace backup. Hey, 

it worked for Florida fast season. 

McCoy threw for 2,570 yards and tied the NCAA 
record for touchdown passes by a freshman (29). 
That's hardly a reassuring thought for opposing 
defensive backs for the next three seasons 
(or maybe just two). 

Chase Daniel showed Missouri fans there was life 
after Brad Smith. In fact, the Tigers’ offense might 
have operated more efficiently under Daniel, who fin- 
ished second in the league in passing (3,227 yards) 
and total offense (3,906 yards). 

Stephen McGee enjoyed the most accurate 
passing season in Texas A&M history as he 
completed 62 percent of his attempts and threw 
just two interceptions as a sophomore. 

The league is filled with promising young 
(quarterbacks, but Nebraska doesn't mind having 
Sam Keller's services for just one season. The 
Huskers are anticipating big things out of the 
transfer from Arizona State. 


| 


M alcolm Kelly has compiled the best numbers 
for a two-year receiver in Oklahoma history, 
and he is the leader of a receiver corps that perfectly 
complements the Sooners’ deep stable of running 
backs, 

The Sooners return 13 of the 14 players that 
caught passes last season, and that would have been 
14 of 14 had Adrian Peterson not made an early exit 
to the NFL, At 6-4, 213, Kelly is a big target, but he 
also possesses acrobatic athleticism. 

Adarius Bowman is the league's best big-play 
receiver, and he believes he'll be more effective 
‘minus the dozen or so pounds he lost while playing 
basketball last season as a walk-on for the Cowboys. 
Bowman averaged 19.7 yards on his 60 catches last 
season, and the emergence of young receivers could 
make him even more dangerous. 

Missouri boasts one ofthe best tight end tandems 
in college football in Martin Rucker and Chase 
Coffman, who combined for 111 catches and 14 
touchdowns last season. Starters Will Franklin and 
Tommy Saunders are back at wide receiver, while 
Jared Perry led all Big 12 freshmen with 37 catches. 

‘Texas receiving unit, led by Limas Sweed, Billy 
Pittman and Quan Cosby, is the best Mack Brown 

has had in Austin, 


‘SPORTS FINNURLS 


Pema 


are ‘Aggies boast the league's best 1-2 punch at 
running back in 274-pound sledge-hammer 
Jorvorskie Lane and speedster Mike Goodson. 

Lane, a monster on the goal line, tied a 79-year-old 
school record for rushing touchdowns with 19, 
Goodson finished seventh in the league in rushing 
with 847 yards, the third-best season by a Texas 
‘A&M freshman, 

Oklahoma, despite Adrian Peterson's departure for 
the NFL, shouldn't miss much of a beat with a deep 
group led by Allen Patrick and Chris Brovin, Patrick, 
a converted defensive back, rushed for 761 yards, 
while Brown gained 343 as a true freshman, 

Big things are expected from redshirt freshmen 
DeMarco Murray and Mossis Madu, who spent time 
during the spring working as slotbacks and inside 
receivers in an effort to maximize their touches as 
targets for shovel passes and bubble screens. 

Dantrell Savage will return as Oklahoma State's 
featured back, but the Cowboys are also looking for 
4 major impact from 235-pound Julius Crossiin, 

Tony Temple headlines Missour's effective running 
game after finishing second in the league with 1,061 
yards. Shannon Woods, assuming he gets out of 
coach Mike Leach’s doghouse, gives Texas Tech the 

best multi-purpose back in the league. 


we center Cody Wallace anchoring 
Texas A&M line, it's easy to see why the 
Aggies consider this unit the strength of this team. 
Wallace, a second-team All-Big 12 pick last season, 
broke his own school record in the squat with a lift 

‘of 740 pounds, a 60-pound improvement over last 
season. 

Wallace, Kirk Elder, Travis Schneider and Corey 
Clark are returning starters, while Yemi Babalola 
appears set to re-establish himself after an injury 
plagued sophomore season, Chris Yoder, a freshman | 
All-American in 2004, also brings starting experi- 
ence. 

Oklahoma will put one of its biggest lines on the 
field in 2007, and the group could rank as one of its 
best by the end of the season. The unit must replace 
All-Big 12 tackle Chris Messner, but there is exten- 
sive starting experience across the line, which is 
joined by junior college All-American Phil Loadholt. 

Four-year starters Adam Spieker and Tyler Luellen 
are among Missouri's three returning regulars. Matt 
Slauson headlines a Nebraska unit that has four 
players who made at least six starts last season. 

‘The Huskers have been plagued by inconsistent line 
play in recent years, but this group appears capable 
of playing at a higher level. 
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Aggies and Sooners Strong Along Both Lines 


‘ansas, which yielded just one 100-yard game to 
an opposing running back in 2007, returns one 


Tae Fes oa eC aac al seven 
McCiinton is flanked by Russell Brorsen and 


‘Oklahoma needs to shore up the end positions 


| with the return of Steven Coleman, DeMarcus 
"Granger and Cory Bennett. 
Texas A&M has a pair of solid starters in end 


‘he Sooners are loaded in the secondary with 

a deep and talented group that includes three 
players who earned second-team all-league honors 
— Marcus Walker, Nic Harris and Reggie Smith. Also 


Kansas State has a big-time playmaker in Marcus 


- Watts, a second-team All-Big 12 pick in spite of mak- 


Texas A&M returns starters in Devin Gregg, Jordan 
+ Peterson and Danny Gorrer from a unit that ranked 
fourth in the league in pass defense — an incredible 
| improvement from their 2005 ranking of 117th in 


Colorado's Terrence Wheatley has established him- 
self as one of the best cover corners in the league, 

- while corner Aqib Talib is expected to anchor 
a much-improved unit. 
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‘ebraska must replace strongside linebacker 
‘Stewart Bradley, but the Huskers are loaded 


tn tae atts poston, 


All-Big 12 pick Bo Ruud shifts from the weak side 


"to take Bradley's spot, with Steve Octavien expected 


to move ful time into Ruud's old position, Although 
he was hampered by injury, Octavien flashed play- 
‘making potential in limited action last season. 


‘Lance Brandenburgh has established himself as 
‘a capable backup, while Phillip Dillard is back from 
a knee injury that sidelined him in 2005. 

Challenging Nebraska for unit supremacy is 
Kansas, led by middle linebacker Mike Rivera, 
the team’s leading tackler in 2006. Providing support 
for the multi-talented Rivera is Joe Mortensen, 
James Holt and Arist Wright, while a group of 
talented newcomers add depth and competition 
to the group. 

One of the few bright spots at lowa State is 
All-Big 12 linebacker Alvin Bowen, who recorded 


"a national-best average of 12.9 tackles per game, 
He had games in which he notched 20, 18, 17 


and 15 tackles. 


klahoma has all of its special teams personnel 
from a season ago, including second-team 


‘The Sooners also return punters Michael Cohen 
‘and Mike Knall, while the return game remains in 
‘good stead with Reggie Smith handling punts, and 
‘Smith and Juaquin Iglesias teaming up on kickoffs. 
Each had a return for a touchdown last season. 

Walk-on Jeff Wolfert came out of nowhere to set 


" Missouri records for field goals (18) and points 


| Adam Crosstt wil again concentrate on the 


punting and kickoffs. 

‘Oklahoma State's Matt Fodge, a second-team 
all-conference selection, finished third in the Big 12 
in punting with a 44.9-yard average. The Cowboys 
also havea dependable kicker i junior Jason Ricks, 


most dangerous in the league. He finished 12th 


‘nationally in punt returns (12.8-yard average) 
and 35th in kickoff returns (23.8-yard average). 
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THE RACE 

Texas beat Oklahoma 28-10 in the Red River Shootout, as freshman 
Colt McCoy threw two touchdown passes in the second half. Cornerback 
Aaron Ross pounced on a fumbled lateral for a touchdown and then 
ended OU's final two drives with interceptions. 

That was supposed to be that. 

Yep ... Texas sure was cruising to the Big 12 Championship Game 
(and the presumptive league title), right until the part where neck and 
shoulder injuries hit McCoy late in the regular season. Kansas State and 
Texas A&M pounced for narrow victories in the final two games of the 
regular season, handing the South to Oklahoma, with one league loss. 

In the North, Nebraska took control with a 34-20 victory over 
Missouri on Nov. 4, clinching the division a week later with a come- 
from-behind 28-27 decision at Texas A&M. 


THE CHAMPION 

Oklahoma was never in the national title discussion, stung with two 
defeats by the first week of October (even if the Sooner Nation still 
refuses to recognize that robbed-by-replay game at Oregon). 

If not national championship timber, the 2006 Sooners were resilient, 
getting solid play from Paul Thompson after quarterback Rhett Bomar 
was kicked off the team in the offseason, and going 7-0 when star 
running back Adrian Peterson was out with injury. 

For all the good things, such as the fourth Big 12 championship in 
seven seasons, the 11-3 Sooners might be remembered most for the 
losses — the controversy in Oregon and the wild overtime Fiesta Bowl 
against Boise State. 


THE STARS: 

Offensive Player of the Year: Zac Taylor, QB, Nebraska 

The clearest sign yet that these aren't the same old Cornhuskers. 
Taylor took control of Bill Callahan's West Coast offense, leading North 
champ Nebraska to a No. 14 rating in total offense. He completed 233 of 
391 passes for 3,197 yards with 26 touchdowns and eight interceptions. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Rufus Alexander, LB, Oklahoma 

The Sooners have had two Butkus Award winners in the past six 
seasons — Rocky Calmus (2001) and Teddy Lehman (2003) — 
and Alexander wasn't far off their pace. He made 118 tackles, 
including 12 for loss, and caused four fumbles. 

Coach of the Year: Bob Stoops, Oklahoma 

Stoops kept the team together through offseason problems, a contro- 
versial loss, a setback against its chief rival, and an injury to his biggest 
star, In all, it might have been his best coaching job, which is saying 
something as this is his third conference Coach of the Year award. 


THE BOWLS 

Consider that only three Big 12 teams were not bowi eligible ... which 
means nine of the dozen teams had a .500 season or better. That, however, 
speaks to the weakness of the league's non-conference schedule (18-1 against 
Sun Belt or non-Division I-A opponents; but just 6-12 against foes from BCS 
leagues). The postseason highlights had to be Texas Tech's amazing 31-point 
comeback against Minnesota, and OSU's rally to victory over Alabama. 


Tostitos Fiesta Boise State 43, Oklahoma 42 (OT) 
Cotton Auburn 17, Nebraska 14 

Alamo Texas 26, Iowa 24 

Insight Texas Tech 44, Minnesota 41 


Sun Oregon State 39, Missouri 38 


Holiday California 45, Texas A&M 10 
Texas Rutgers 37, Kansas State 10 
Independence Oklahoma State 34, Alabama 31 
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ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 


“as selected by the league coaches 


OFFENSE - First Team OFFENSE - Second Team 


QB Zac Taylor Nebraska QB Chase Daniel __ Missouri 
RB JonComish Kansas RB_JonrsieLane Tatas ARM 
RB__ Adrian Peterson Oklahoma RB__ Brandon Jackson Nebraska 
FB DaneTodd Nebr FB Brandon McAnderson.—_ Kansas 
WR_ Adarivs Bowman Oktahoma State FB Chris Alexander Texas A&M 
WR JoelFilani ———TeasTech. «=» WR__Malcolm Kelly Oklahoma 

WR_ Maurice Purify Nebraska 

WR Dominique Zeigler Baylor 


TE Martellus Bennett___Texas A&M 


TE Chase Coffman ‘Missouri 
OL Scott Stephenson lowa State_ 


OL David 


OL Chris Messner Oklahoma OL Cody Wallace Texas A&M 
PK Mason Grosty Colorado. «OL Lyle Senclein Texas 
_KRPRYamon Figues _Kansas State _OL_Glenn January _Texas Tech_ 
PK Garrett Hartley Oklahoma 
KRPR Aaron Ross Texas 
DEFENSE - First Team DEFENSE - Second Team 
DL__C.J. Ah You Oklahoma DL__Keyunta Dawson __Texas Tech 
“DL Adam Carter __Nebrasta DL Bin Smith Missouri 
DL__lanCampbell__Kansas State DL__Tim Crowder Texas 
DL Abraham Wright Colorado. DL_Vielor Derate_Ovahoma State 
DL__Lanry Birdine Oklahoma _DL__Jay Moore Nebraska 
(B RufusAleander Oklahoma LB Brandon Archer __Kansas State 
LB Marcus Bacon Missouri LB Alvin Bowen Jowa State 
18 BoRwd Nebraska’ «LB doe Pawelek Baylor 
DB Michael Grifin _——_—‘Texas DB Marcus Watts Kansas State 
DB Aaron Ross “Teas (DB MarousWalker Oklahoma 
0B _Agib Talib Kansas DB David Overstreet Missouri 


DB Reggie Smith Oklahoma _ 
MattFodge Oklahoma State 


DB Terence Wheatley Colorado 
‘P Daniel Sepulveda Baylor =P 


THE STANDINGS 


SOUTH 
TEAM Bi2_ Pot PF__—PA__All~—sPch OPP 
Texas 62 750 270 17310376967 __—238 
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2006 BIG 12 LEADERS 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
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TEAM STATISTICS 
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Youthful QBs Lead 


League Resurgence wser nna 


The 2006 season often was 
spectacular for Texas Tech. 
quarterback Graham Harrell. 

‘Taking control of the Red Raiders’ 
video-game passing offense for the 

- first time, Harrell set a Tech sopho- 
more record with 4,555 passing 
yards, threw for 38 touchdowns, 
and led the team to the biggest 
bow! rally in Division I-A history. 

It was also the year that Harrell 

-got booed by his home fans. 

In a 38-21 home loss to Missouri 
in early October, he y two, 
early interceptions retumed for 
touchdowns, lost three fumbles 
and left the field at Jones Stadium 
to a chorus of catcalls. 

If it’s any consolation, the Red 
Raiders — who finished 8-5 for 
their poorest record since 2003 — 
weren't the only Big 12 team 
strapped onto the young quarter- 
back rollercoaster. Seven teams in 
the league were guided by either 
a freshman or sophomore quarter- 
back in his first full season as 


a full-time starter. 

That's a big reason why Harrell 
can choose to view his best-of- 
times, worst-of-times sophomore 
season ina philosophical light. 

“T have been playing for a year, 
and I learned a lot,” said Harrell, 
the first non-senior to start at 
quarterback for Tech since 2001. 
“We had our ups and downs in 
that year, but that’s part of it. 
Coming into this year, I think 
‘we are all excited.” 

Same goes for much of the rest 
of the Big 12. 

No position can determine the 
fortunes of a football team quite 

"like quarterback. Have a good one, 
and you're bound to enjoy success. 
Have a bad one, and you're in for 
disappointment. 

Have a young one, and you're 
apt to endure a little bit of both. 

To wit: 

Kansas State. The Wildcats handed 
the ball to true freshman Josh 
Freeman five games into the season. 


ie 
ae 
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He was almost flawless in leading 
K-State to a 45-42 upset of Texas in 
the second-to-last week of the 
regular season. Just a week later, 
however, Freeman coughed up a 
hairball in the form of six tumovers 
in a 39-20 loss to rival Kansas. 

Texas A&M. Behind sophomore 
Stephen McGee, the Aggies won 
eight of their first nine games and 
later broke a seven-year drought 
against archrival Texas. They also 
dropped three conference games 
by a combined six points and got 
steamrolled in the Holiday Bowl 
by California, 45-10. 

Oklahoma State. Sophomore 
Bobby Reid was good enough one 
week to engineer a 41-29 victory 
over Nebraska. The next, he was 
erratic in a 36-10 loss at Texas, 
completing just 11 of 28 passes for 
123 yards and two interceptions. 

The list of good and bad from the 
Big 12’s stable of young guns — 
Texas’ Colt McCoy, Missouri’s Chase 
Daniel and Kansas’ Kerry Meier — 
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goes on and on. 

Inexperience at the quarterback 
position was a primary reason the 
Big 12 struggled through an up- 
and-down campaign last year. The 
league was 0-10 against out-of-con- 
ference foes that finished the sea- 
son ranked in the Associated Press 
Top 25. Only three Big 12 teams — 
Texas, Oklahoma State and Texas 
Tech — won a bowl game. 

“Any time a division or a confer- 
ence is starting over at quarter- 
back, it adds a little air of uncer- 
tainty to what’s going to happen, 
as opposed to having the Vince 
Youngs, the Reggie McNeals, the 
Brad Smiths and all those kinds 
of people back,” Texas A&M coach 
Dennis Franchione said. 

“That is a story that has to 
develop as the season goes on, 
moreso than maybe in other years.” 

It is little coincidence that the 
teams that reached the Big 12 title 
game last year — Oklahoma and 
Nebraska — did so with senior 
signal callers. 

Game experience seems to be an 
unflinching prerequisite for success. 
Texas’ McCoy seemed to be the 
notable exception to the rule last 
year, taking over for Longhorn leg- 
end Vince Young and throwing for 

2,570 yards and a national fresh- 


QUARTERBACK COMPARISON 
The Big 12 has only one senior starter who has experience at his current school, 
but the league is now full of sophomores and juniors who know their way around 
the college football block. 


Projected starter, Yr. 


Oklahoma 


Texas Tech 


* At Kent State | ** At Arizona State 


man record 29 touchdowns. 

In a 10-3 season, two of Texas’ 
losses came with its rookie quar- 
terback sidelined by or hampered 
by a pinched nerve in his neck and 
shoulder. 

Other teams in the Big 12 saddled 
with young signal callers could not 
count on such consistency. 

In the wake of the Big 12's 
mercurial 2006 season, the great- 
est cause for optimism among 
many teams is this: 

The freshmen who started at 
quarterback are now sophomores. 
The sophomores are now juniors. 

“There's no question there's 
a growth at the quarterback posi- 
tion that is unique,” Texas offen- 
sive coordinator Greg Davis said. 
“You can’t give them experience 
on the practice field. As they play, 
they grow, and it should be reflect- 
ed in their team’s play.” 

Some of those quarterbacks 
appear poised on the precipice 
of greatness. 

McCoy, of course, stands at the 
head of that list. He fought off 
Jevan Snead, a more highly touted 
true freshman, for the starting job 
coming out of summer drills and 
never looked back. By season's 
end, he had gained National 
Freshman of the Year honors. 


Graham Harrell, Jr. 


Snead has since transferred to 
Ole Miss in search of a clearer path 
to playing time. McCoy, meanwhile, 
ought to enter the upcoming sea- 
son somewhere on the list of 
potential candidates for the 
Heisman Trophy. 

“Coming into (last) year, I knew 
Td be all right,” said McCoy, the 
only freshman in Texas history 
to lead his team to 10 victories. 
“But you have to earn the respect 
of your teammates and coaches. 
You have to make them believe.” 

The Longhorns believe in McCoy 
now. 

“It's his team from a quarterback 
standpoint,” Texas coach Mack 
Brown said. “Last year, he was 
competing for a job. This year, he 
is much more confident with our 
football team.” 

Fans in other Big 12 outposts — 
from College Station to Columbia, 
Lawrence to Lubbock and points in 
between — are hoping to see simi- 
lar strides in their quarterbacks 
this season. 

They hope to see inexperience 
transformed into experience, 
rookie mistakes transformed 
into veteran know-how. 

And, in the case of Harrell at 
Texas Tech, jeers transformed into 
cheers. = 


2007 ujuiw.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


Linoy'’s Sports ANNUALS 97 


Is ‘staying 
ahead of the game 
really for the better? 


By Jeff McDonald 


The future arrived at the University 
of Texas one day in the spring, bright- 
eyed and full of hope. It also came 
bearing fruit roll-ups and juice pouch- 

———~esina 1 SpongeBob lunch box. 
= = = = -Near-the end 6f the Longhoms’ 


spring workouts, a gaggle of pre-teens = 


on a field trip from a local junior high~ — 
swirled through the gates of the 
school’s athletic complex, right past 
a thoroughly amused coach Mack 
Brown. 

“These are our new recruits,” Brown 
announced with a wink. “We've already 
got commitments from most of them.” 
was joking. But only barely. 

“Almost from the day he arrived at 

Texas in December of 1997, Brown has 
eamed a reputation across the state 
as the king of early recruiting. 

He was the guy targeting high 
school juniors when everybody else 
He was the guy getting commitments 
from players nearly a full calendar 

syear before they could actually sign 
a binding letter of intent. 

So if Brown really had been enter- 
taining an army of prepubescent 
recruits barely out of Underoos, well, 
nobody would have been surpriséd. 

But just to set the zetord straight: 
Brown has no plans in near future to 
begin offering j junior high kids. Right” ~ 
Tow, he won't even offer high school 

sophomores," _ = 
¢ > However in fodays recruiting game, 
2° in whiel every round is the lightning 
‘ round, other schools in the state — 
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most notably Texas A&M — have no 
such qualms about going after sopho- 
mores. 

It's enough to make the man who prac- 
fically-inyented the art of speed recruit- 
ing to’ want t6 tap the brakes a bit. 

“Some of thoSe guys arertt even shav- 
ing yet,” Brown said, shaking hishead. 

With the recruiting process seeming” ~ 
ly permanently stuck on fast forward, 
coaching staffs are almost forced to 
evaluate players who, in some cases, 
have yet to play a varsity game. 

“As a result,” Brown said, “I think well 
see some more mistakes being made.” 

That is the risk in this brave new 
world of early recruiting in the state 
of Texas, a monster that Brown helped 
to create. If it means out-Texasing 
‘Texas, most coaches seem happy to 
live with it. 

Pioneered by the likes of Penn 
State's Joe Paterno and Ohio State's 
John Cooper, the concept of early 
recruiting has its roots in the early 
1990s. Neither could have quite~ — — — 
.- -etivisioned the process moving along 
as rapidly as it does now. 

To wit: On Feb. 7, Brown welcomed 
“the fold, 2 25-member crop ranked 
among the Top 5 nationally. Most of that 
class had been in the bag since August. 

Three days later, Brown hosted the 
Longhorns’ annual junior day. Before 
that day ended, he had locked up 


commitments from nine of the state’s 
most heralded juniors, a mere 
362 days before signing day 2008. 


~ Over the next six weeks, he locked 


upinine more. Not to be outdone, Texas 
A&M coach Dennis Franchione secured 
15 commitments before March 1. 
“There's no question if you're going 
to recruit in this state, you have to. _ 
start recruiting early,” Franchione ~ > 
said. “I think the kids today are more 
that makes it easy.” t 
It didn't take Franchione long to 
learn lesson No. 1 about early recruit- 
ing: Nothing is official until you have 
a prospect's autograph on a binding let- 
ter of intent. Before April was out, five 
of the Aagies’ first 15 commitments 
had “de-committed,” with intentions 


~to test _the waters at other schools. 


The most prized ‘Of these-lasses — 
blue-chip linebacker Dravannti~ 
Johnson — ultimately switched his 


~ 


—s 
~ 


That brought Brown's See erie “—~, 


to 19 before the end-of Apnil. 

“I can guarantee you those schools 
with 20 (early) commitments are going 
to lose five or six of them,” said Texas 
Tech coach Mike Leach, who only dab- 
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bles in the art of early recruiting, ~~ 


“After a while, kids get bored, and they 
" Sti miss the attention, so they go looking 
~. Sat the other school down the street.” 
Not. even the state's flagship football 
_ school i is immune to such defections. 
Inthe past two recruiting s seasons, 
~ Texas has been burned by late ‘descom- 


“rectuits Ryan Perrilloux and John 
"Brantley, Both players decided to 
; spurn a verbal pledge to Texas and to 
_ play college ball in their respective 
home states — Perrilloux at LSU and 
_ Brantley at Florida. 
~ ~~ > “Other times, Texas has been burned 
by its iron-clad policy-against allowing 
recruits to visit other schools. _ ~ 
~ = -When hot-shot running back recruit 
Emmanuel Moody. opted to flirt with 
USC after verbally committing to the_ 
Longhorns in 2006, Brown cut Moody 


1a -mitments from blue-chip quarterback ~~ > 
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intent on continuing his visits to other 
schools, then he really isn’t committed 
to his “commitment.” The running 
back found a soft landing with the 
Trojans, for whom he rushed for 
459 yards as a true freshman. 

~ = This year, the Longhorns also missed 


~ © out on Ryan M Mallett, the state's most 


prized: quarterback recruit, in part 
because of his hesitancy to commit early. 
Mallett wound up signitig-with Michigan. 
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warten track 


linebackers coach. 

After losing Kinne, Morriss went on 
record for the first time in favor of an 
early signing period, during which 
prospects could sign a binding letter 
of intent even before the start of their 
senior seasons, 

It’s a proposal that big-school 
coaches like Brown and Franchione 
have long championed, and one that 
seems to be catching on among 
Division I-A coaches, although smaller 
schools fear it would widen the divide 
between the haves and the have-nots. 

“Tt would make things.a lot easier,” 
_Franchione said, “especially with kids - .° 


who know where they want to go” ~ 


Brown, in time, has learned to shrug™ ~ ~College-footbalt still might be a few 


off those kinds of recruiting whiffs. 

» “There are plenty of players in this 
“state-to. go around,” he said. 

At a powerhouse. Tike Texas, that’s 
an easy attitude to take, Tt’s not so | 
easy at a smaller school like Bayon 
Just ask Bears coach Guy Morriss. 
When Brantley reneged at Texas last 
December, the Longhorns bagged his 
replacement by poaching Baylor's 


~ burgeoning recruiting class. 


They lartded G.d, Kinne; an in-state 


recruit who had been committed-to_ _ S 


Baylor for almost a year. His defection 


~ Was doubly painful for the Bears — 


Kinne’s father, Gary ‘Joe, is the school’s 


years from making an early-signing 
period a reality. 

In the meantime, Brown isn’t sure 
he likes the direction that this whole = 
~ early recruiting : -train-is-headed> 
” He can pictavé &day when recruits 
really will show up on an official visit 
with juice pouches and lunch boxes in 
tow. And that, he says, is no laughing 
matter. 

“With the early recruiting process. 
you're continuing to look at guys dur- 
ing the year that are sophomores and 
junidts;” Brown, said. “Tf people are 
going to offer scholarships eat you 
have to stay ahead of the game.” = 


| 
loose. The notion is that if a player is 
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BY STEVE PIVOVAR 


Sam Keller does not lack for confi- 
dence, 

Following a solid performance in 
Nebraska’s spring game — the one 
and only chance Husker fans have 
had a chance to assess whether 
the quarterback is as good as his 
hype — Keller was asked to 
critique his effort. 

“T graded out at probably at an 
A-minus or a B-plus,” Keller said. 
“T feel good.” 

And if Keller feels good, the Husker 
Nation does, too. After all, Nebraska 
fans have been waiting since last 
August for the day when Bill Callahan 
hands the strong-armed Keller the keys 
to the West Coast offense and turns 
him loose on the Big 12 Conference. 

But if Keller is the people's choice 
to replace All-Big 12 quarterback 
Zac Taylor, he isn’t yet Callahan's. The 
way Callahan sees it, Keller and junior 
Joe Ganz came out of the spring in 
a dead heat for the No. 1 job. 

They will continue the competition 
in preseason camp, with a starter to 
be named shortly before the Huskers’ 
season-opening game against Nevada. 

It might be difficult to imagine that 
Keller won't win the competition. The 
Arizona State transfer has just one 
season of eligibility remaining, and he 
has the physical tools to put smiles on 
the faces of pro scouts. 

What Ganz has is experience gained 
from serving as Taylor's backup the 
past two seasons as well as a quiet 
confidence that won't allow him to 
concede the job without a fight. 

In the Huskers’ spring game, Ganz 
completed 11 of 18 passes for 
157 yards and a touchdown. Keller, 
who also worked with the first-team 
offense against the No. 2 and No. 3 
defenses, was 10 of 13 for 193 yards 
and a touchdown. 

“I thought it looked pretty even to 
me,” Ganz said. “But maybe that’s just 
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my sense of reality.” 

Keller's take? 
“Tm confident that it’s my job,” he said. 
“T know Joe feels the same way.” 
It probably would be Ganz’s had it not been 
for an unexpected twist that sent Keller 
bolting from Arizona State last August. 

In three seasons as a Sun Devil, Keller 
played in 20 games, including the first 
seven of the 2005 season as the starter. 
He averaged 309 yards in those seven 
starts, throwing for 20 touchdowns. 
Sixteen of those scores came in 
the first four games, including 
four in a loss to Louisiana 
State in which he threw for 


Keller said. 

A thumb injury ended hi 
season after seven games, 
and a coaching decision 


in a wild turn of events. 

Sun Devils’ head coach Dirk 
Koetter named Keller the starter 
in fall camp, only to reverse his 
decision the next day after meeting 
with the team’s senior leader council. 

The job went to Rudy Carpenter, and 
Keller went school shopping. He wound 
up at Nebraska, where he spent last fall 
running the scout team. 

The 6-4, 230-pound Keller appears to be 
the perfect fit for Callahan's offense. It flour- 
ished under the leadership of Taylor the past 
two seasons as the Huskers finished 2006 
yanked in the Top 25 nationally in the four 
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Sam Keller played in 20 games at Arizona State, but only eight as a starter. 
Still, that was enough time for him to put up big numbers — the kind of 
numbers that have Nebraska fans eager to see what he can do in the Big 12. 


Here are the game-by-game stats from Keller's eight starts: 


2004 Purdue 25-45-370 3 0 
2005 Temple 14-24-208 4 2 
2005 LSU 35-56-461 4 0 
2005 Northwestern 20-31-409 4 0 
2005 Oregon State 19-36-365 4 0 
2005 USC 26-45-347 2 5 
2005 Oregon 31-56-277 2 2 
2005 Stanford 19-25-98 0 0 


Career 20-game totals 220-378-3,018 26 ‘lal 
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dicey situation. Projected starting quar- 


Morriss Continues to Search for Right Combinations 


uy Morriss isn’t ready to start over 
from scratch, 

But after four consecutive losing 
seasons, and a particularly frustrating 
ending last year, the Baylor head coach 
was certainly open to changes. 

When the offseason dust settled, 
Morriss had five new assistant coaches, 
including his third defensive coordinator 
in five years, and an offense committed to 
being more physical. 

More than anything, Morriss wants 
the Bears to avoid a repeat of last year’s 
slide, when they lost their last three 
games by an average of 31 points after 
losing starting quarterback Shawn Bell, 

“We had a young quarterback come 
in, and the people around him didn’t do 
enough to help him and take some of the 
pressure off him,” Morriss said. 

“And it’s not just an offensive problem. 
The special teams were pitiful down the 
stretch, the defense didn’t play well enough, 
and we didn't coach good enough.” 

Morriss made changes, firing special 
teams coordinator Chris Lancaster and 
receivers coach Harold Jackson, a long- 
time friend. He lost two other assistants 
to the NFL, including defensive coordi- 
nator Bill Bradley. Recruiting coordinator 
Wes McGriff went to Miami after a short 
pit stop at Kansas State. 

Second-year offensive coordinator 
Lee Hays takes over the quarterback- 
coaching duties because Wes Phillips left 
to join his dad, Wade, with the Dallas 
Cowboys. 

With Bell gone, Hays has a wide-open 
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field of candidates that includes transfers 
Michael Machen and John David Weed, 
sophomore Blake Szymanski and redshirt 
freshman Tyler Beatty. 

“The good thing about it is I've got 
a bunch, and they're all pretty solid,” 
Hays said. 

“The sad part is 


sa rep-based system, 
and I can only go with so many. If a kid 
won't work for me, I've got no problem. 
But they all work pretty hard. They all 
deserve a shot. I wouldn't be surprised if 
there’s not a starter named until the end 
of two-a-days.” 

Hays’ main objective is making the 
spread-formation offense he brought 
with him from Division II West Texas 
A&M more physical, 

“People talk about the spread being 
finesse,” Hays said. “No offense is finesse 
unless your players believe it’s finesse, If 
that ball is handed off, those receivers 
need to be smacking somebody down the 
field and abusing that guy. 

“And if you get smashed, get up and 
come back again. But don't stand around or 
look like a 90-year-old lady getting beat.” 


OFFENSE 

Whatever happens at quarterback, the 
Bears have to make improvements to 
a line that allowed 36 sacks last season. 

Arizona State transfer J.D. Walton 
takes over at center and joins returning 
starters Jason Smith, Dan Gay and Chad 
Smith. If sophomore Thad Boatner steps 
up at right tackle, the line should be sig- 
nificantly better. 
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“Last year we were just trying to get 
out of the huddle and get to the line of 
scrimmage,” Morriss said. “Now, they've 
gota good grasp for it and how important 
the little things are.” 

A better line could also be the key to 
an improved running game. The Bears 
ranked last among 119 Division I-A 
teams last year, averaging 40.2 yards rush- 
ing per game and 2.1 per attempt. 

The negative yardage from the sacks 
didn’t help, but the Bears have to get bet- 
ter production from running backs 
Brandon Whitaker and Jay Finley. 

Whitaker’s numbers fell off drastically, 
a year after he rushed for nearly 500 yards 
and a 4.8-yard average as a sophomore. 
To keep the starting job, Whitaker will 
have to develop more of a north-and- 


t___ Kent State transfer threw for 2,000 yards in 2005. 4D. Weed, Jt/B. Szymanski, So. 
RB Brandon Whitaker Sr. Has 60 catches over last 2 years. day Finley, Fr. 
WR__Thomas White* Jt Former walk-on has speed to bum. David Gettis, So. 
WR __Emest Smith ‘So. Played as true frosh; ready for a breakthrough. Mikail Baker, Jr, 
IR Justin Akers So. A former tight end with good hands. Jordan Adams, Sr. 
IR Justin Fenty ‘So. Had 19 catches as a true freshman. C. Sims, JrJ/B. Taylor, Fr. 
LT Jason Smith* Jt. Converted tight end moves from right side. Chris Griesenbeck, So. 
LG Dan Gay* Jr, Former defensive lineman has found a home. Sam Sledge, So. 
C J.D. Walton So. Arizona State transfer hasn't played since '04, ‘Mike Miller, Sr. 
RG Chad Smith Sr. Was limited by back spasms last year. James Barnard, So. 
RT Thad Boatner ‘So. Older brother Yancy played on offensive line for Baylor, Jordan Hearvey, So. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 181.1 ypg rushing (12th in Big 12/113th in NCAA); 217.1 ypg passing (7tWESrd); 408.2 ypg total defense (12th/110th); 82.6 ppg (12th/110th) 


Jason Lamb’ 


Had 5.5 tackles for loss as a redshirt freshman, 


Leon Freeman, Jt. 


OT Vincent Rhodes* Jt. He is the Bears’ best defensive tackle in years. Damien Taylor, So, 

NT Trey Bryant ‘So. Played just 56 snaps last year, Connor Redfearn, Sr, 
DE Geoff Nelson* Sr. Led the team with just 2.5 sacks, Jameon Hardeman, Fr. 
LB Joe Pawelek* So. Freshman All-American had team-high 86 tackles. Ben Hixson, Jr. 

LB _ Nick Moore” Sr, Can play either of the linebacker spots, Antonio Jones, So. 

OS — Jeremy Williams So. Saw limited action last season as backup. Brandon Stiggers, Sr.* 
ROV Dwain Crawford* Jt. Switched from free safety. dake LaMar, Jr. 

CB Braelon Davis ‘St. Trying to regain academic eligibility. Josh Bell, Sr. 

CB Alton Widemon Sr. Started as true freshman at Tulane. Dominique Criss, Fr. 
FS Jordan Lake ‘So. Missed last seven games with broken collarbone. Marlon Price, Jr. 


*Returing starter 


south style of running. 

“I think in Brandon's mind, he needs 
to take it 60 or 70 yards every play,” 
Mortiss said. “And that’s not going to 
happen. Sometimes, you've just got to 
put your head down and get what you 
can get.” 

Dominique Zeigler and Trent Shelton, 
two of the program's top five receivers of 
all-time, have passed the baton to a corps 
of younger receivers that includes Ernest 
Smith, Thomas White, David Gettis, 
Mikail Baker and Queito Teasley. 

The inside spots also are well stocked 
with Carl Sims, Justin Fenty, Brad Taylor 
and Justin Akers. But instead of relying 
on a go-to receiver, the Bears will go with 
more of a committee approach. 

While the first-team line is solid, 


depth is definitely a problem. But there's 
help on the way with incoming freshmen 
Courtney Green, Anthony Morgan and 
John Jones, 


DEFENSE 


Like the offense, the defense’s biggest 
improvement likely will come on the line. 

Ends Geoff Nelson and Jason Lamb 
and tackle Vincent Rhodes return as 
starters, and they will be joined by 
sophomore nose tackle Trey Bryant. 
New defensive coordinator Larry Hoefer's 
aggtessive style showed in the spring 
game, when the first-team line racked up 
six sacks. 

“We're not going to just sit back and 
play base defense,” said Hoefer, who will 
just subtly tweak the 4-2-5 scheme. 
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BEARS RECRUITING 200 


— Ta 

Fe) One of the bigger surprises in the 2007 recruiting class, Patin was one 
of the last commitments for the Bears — and potentially could be the 
BM) biggest. Patin, from Baton Rouge (La.) Southern Lab, has the MIKE 
linebacker skills to compete for early playing time in Waco. 


Ay 


‘Shea Brewster, K 

The nation’s No. 11 ranked kicker, Brewster's strong leg and experi- 
ence at A&M Consolidated High School makes him an interesting 
player to watch. If he competes well, he could figure into the mix early 
for the Bears in the special teams area. He was a third-team All-State 
selection as a senior. 


Cais Frameis, LB 

Francis’ father, James, starred for Baylor and in the NFL. Chris looks 
to make a big impact early in Waco. Though slightly undersized, he led 
‘a strong high school defense to a state championship. His hard- 
hitting, aggressive nature could earn him early playing time. 


SIEWLCOMERS OF MPFR 


i) 

Name Pos. Hr. Wi ‘Stars Hometown ‘Scwoot 
BARNARD, James OL = 6-4,285 Oo Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville CC 
Enrolled in January. .., Could play either guard or tackle. ... Redshirted as a freshman at 
Coffeyville. Played in high school at Overland Park (Kan.) Shawnee Mission South. 
BLAYLOCK, Romie WR 59,163 000 Cedar Hill, TX Cedar Hill 


Caught 32 passes for 590 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior. .. Second-team 
All-District, ... Helped team to Class 6A Division It state title. 


BREWSTER, Shea K 511,160 oo College Station, TX Consolidated 


Rivals.com’s No. 11 kicker nationally. ... Class 5A third-team All-State. ... Four field 
goals of 40 yards or longer. ... Two game-winning field goals. 
BUERCK, Krys WR 5-10,167 00 Mesquite, TX — Mesquite 


Caught 48 passes for 970 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior. ... District co-Offensive 
MVP. ... Honorable mention All-State. 


COFFEY, Elliot DB 60,18 9° Sugar Land, TX Clements 
‘Son of former NFL safety Ken Cottey. ... Two-time All-District. ... Had 59 tackles and 
three interceptions as a senior. .., District utility MVP. 


DOUGLASS, Ryan DE 62,210 90° — Leaniier, TX Leander 
Rivals.com’s No. 96 prospect in Texas. ... No. 28 weakside defensive end nationally. ... 
Had 70 tackles and six sacks as a senior. 


EPPERSON, Derek K 63,220 0 Keller, TX Keller 
Averaged 42 yards per punt. ... First-team All-District. ... Landed eight punts inside the 20. 
FRANCIS, Chris 1B 510,213 oo Cedar Hill, TX Cedar Hill 


Rivals.com’s No. 62 outside linebacker nationall ‘Son of Baylor All-American James 
Francis. ... Class 5A state Defensive Player of the Year. 


FREEMAN, Leon 1B 62,2385 O00 Mesa, AZ 
Rivals.com’s No. 75 junior college prospect. ... Enrolled in January. 
and 13 tackles for a loss as a sophomore at Mesa 


GREEN, Courtney OL 64,285 oO 
Rivals.com’s No. 69 overall prospect in Texas. 
Class 4A second-team all-state. 


Mesa CC 
Had 49 tackles 


Corsicana, TX — Corsicana 


No. 33 offensive guard nationally. 


HIGHTOWER, Hunter = OL «6-5, oo Richardson, 1X Pearce 
Honorable mention Class 4A All-State. ... First-team All-District. 
JOHNSON, Antonio 1B 61,200 oo Waco, TX Waco 


Honorable mention Class 4A All-State. ... Had 72 tackles, 25 tackles for a loss and) 
16.5 sacks as a senior. ... Could play linebacker or safety. 


JONES, John OL 64,310 o 
Rivals.com's No. 89 overall prospect in Texas. 
Led team to Class 5A Division II state title. 


\MIcDOUGALD, Rex OT 62,302 0 lola, TX lola 
First team Class A All-State. ... School's career-leading tackler with 540. ... Also rushed 
for more than 4,000 career yards. 


Cedar Hill, TX Cedar Hill 
No. 56 offensive guard nationally. 


Commitments 


THE SLEEPER 


VAL. McElroy, 08 

Safety VJ. McElroy has the bloodline to 
be a top college safety. His father, Vann 
McElroy, was a former standout at that 
Position for Baylor. A solid athlete with 
return ability, VJ. McElroy could play 
earlier than his two-star ranking indi- 
cates. His high schoo! play shows why 
they Bears may have found a gem in 
South Texas. 


National Rank: 63 


O08 PEEDS 


The Bears will load up on offensive and 
defensive linemen — as they've done in the 
two previous classes. Considering Baylor 
didn’t take a running back in the 2007 class, 
ook for them to target that position in the 
2008 group. A quarterback also would 
relieve some pressure after hitting the junior 
college ranks in 2007. 


— John Talman, Rivals.com 


Big 12: 12 


Name Pos. Homerown ScHoot 


MCELROY, Vid. DB 6-1,180 © Uvalde, TX UWalde 
Son of Baylor All-American safety Vann McElroy. ... Class 4A second-team All-State. ... 
District MVP. 


MORGAN, Anthony =» OL «63,335 OOO — Lancaster, TX Lancaster 
Rivals.com’s No, 58 offensive guard nationally ... Class 4A second-team All-State, 
NEWTON, Eddy WR 62,205 © Los Angeles, CA West L.A. CC 
Caught 36 passes for 779 yards and seven touchdowns in seven games, .,. Had four 
interceptions as a senior at Venice (Texas). 

ODOM Jr. Clifton DB 5-11,175 © Arlington, TX Martin 


First-team All-District. ... Had 21 tackles and two touchdowns as a senior. ... Standout 
kickoff returner. 


PATIN, Earl 1B 6-1,228 ©©©0 Baton Rouge, LA Southem Lab 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com's No. 6 inside linebacker nationally. ...No. 13 prospect 
in Louisiana. ... First-team All-State. ... Had 144 tackles and five sacks as a senior. 

ROSEBUD, Lamy DB 510,170 000 — Mesquite, TX North Mesquite 


Rivals.com’s No 52 cornerback nationally. ... Class 5A honorable mention All-State. ... 
Has 13 career interceptions. ... Second-team All-District as a junior. 


‘SCOTTON, Zac TT 66,250 o Cypress, TX Creek 
Second-team All-District. ... Had 55 tackles, 11 tackles for a loss, five sacks and a punt 
block as a senior. ... Began career at quarterback. 


SIMS, Ray 1B 60,210 ©o0 Corsicana, TX Navarro CC 
Could play safety. ... Had 72 tackles as a sophomore at Navarro. ... Honorable mention 
All-Conterence. ... Played in high school at Corsicana High. 


SINGLETARY, Matt DE 63,205 © ‘San Jose, CA Valley Christian 
Son of Hall of Fame linebacker Mike Singletary. ... Had 64 tackles and four sacks as 
a senior. 


TUCK, Chris WR 645,197 oo Mineola, TX Mineola 
First-team All-District as a junior. ... Caught 27 passes for 357 yards and six touch- 
downs as a junior. 


VACLIN, Barry DB 511,17 00 Port Arthur, TX — Memorial 
Glass 5A honorable mention All-State. ... First-team All-State. ... Had four interceptions: 


as a senior. ... Also a standout kickoff returner. 
WEED, John David QB 65, coo Wyler, 1 ‘ler JC 


‘Southwest Junior College Football Conference Offensive Player of the Year ... Passed 
for 2,104 yards and 19 touchdowns as a sophomore at Tyler. 


WILLIAMS, Stacy ATH 5-11, 169 00 Houston, TX Yates 
District Offensive MVP. ... Played quarterback, running back and wide receiver. 
Rushed for 879 yards with eight touchdowns. 


2007 wuwiw.tiINDYSSPORTS.COM 


Linoy's Sports Annuats 105 


NOTE. 
; \—___—__— 


att Singletary, VJ. McElroy and Chris 


80 JORDAN ADAMS R64 247 Sr _ Arlington 88 JASON LAMB DE 66 253 So Richardson Francis didn’t even have to bring their dads 
on their recruiting trips to Baylor. They could just 


a 


NG ROSTER 


SS 


BOOK 


82 _ JUSTIN AKERS R_ 6-5 237 So_ Deer Park ‘48 _ DANIEL LOPEZ 1B 5-11 230 St _Brownsville A . 
- _ look up on the facing of Floyd Casey Stadium and 
BB ANE __P/PK $9169) Magi ee DIT Tae ie Ss gees see their fathers’ rather large images. 
28 TONY ANDERSON RBL_6-2 232 So_Ailingon 7 MICHAEL MACHEN 0B 6-6 240 Sr Motil, AL All-Americans Mike Singletary, Van McElroy and 
30 TIM ATCHISON FS 6-2 203 Fr Copperas Cove 99 REXMCDOUGALD DT 62 302 Fr Iola James Francis were part of a heritage project that 
3_MIKAILBAKER WR 6-0 186 Jr_Dallas bs JEREMY MICHEL 0G 65 292 Fr Bradenton, FL fone 26 former players or coaches with life- 
61_JAMES BARNARD 0G 6:4 291 So Overland Par, KS size banners. 
sce ET SES TE a es Gotbace, Slate Cares This year's roster also includes the sons of for- 
4 NIOKMOORE B64 226 Sr_Atington mer Baylor football players Alfred Anderson 
—— ei eee 57 GBOFENELSON DE 62 260 St Cedar dil (running back Tony Anderson), Ervin Randle 
19 .0EsaNETT $4161 mn i F 
u Ange eo ee ee (receiver Ben Randle) and David Sledge 
14 TAD BOATIER 67 269 _So_Hanilton 5 Se aie Rick = (offensive guard Sam Sledge) and basketball 
26 _ ANTAREIS BRYAN 61 186 Dallas a peers letterman George Lake (free safety Jordan Lake). 
97 TREY BRYANT 63 30 So. Dallas aS MARI C SS B Tre sea * While Kent State transfer and former minor 
os Sees 77 REID PRINCE C64 2% fr Fico league pitcher Michael Machen will turn 26 in 
So ae eee October, he's not the only “old man” on the team. 


56 _ COOPER CALHOUN. 
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1B 62 249 So Gatland 
86 RYANCAMPBELL WR 63 187 So _Fort Worth 
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Defensive end Leon Freeman, a junior transfer 


J ee from Mesa (Ariz.) Community College, will cele- 


58 CHRIS CAREY 63 245 So _New Braunfels Le brate his 25th birthday on Oct. 31. A native of 

‘TAN AMOR OW” 60 Sod eal 8 _RYANROBERTS 0B 60 212 rele Vero Beach, Fla., Freeman joined the U.S. Army 

Paes Ses 7 RALPH RODRIGUEZ CB 5.10 161 Si For Stocton ea out of high school and served three 

months in Iraq with Bravo Company 141. 

a usm : 19 _KevmscHUee S61 180 Fr Pros Stone 4 

SUSE, ZOE Se Dean re With his three-year stint over, Freeman 

SIV IBLEE £0 210 Mental SUES SETA ASE sla received an honorable discharge in 2005 as 

3_ JAYANT SA1 195 Fr Conicana 24_ CARL SIMS IR $1018 Ie Va a specialist. 

o_O FREEMAN 6225 it VemBech A 6 SAMSLEDGE G62 270 So Midland * When linebackers coach Gary Joe Kinne 

FRG sis ae a EAE ah eS went to the East meets West Challenge in January 

avai Gee ernarr a et at Disney's Wide World of Sports Complex in 
ST SA RRS pee ei Orlando, Fla., it wasn't intended to be a recruit- 

4 DAVID Germs WR_6-4 206 So Los Angeles, CA 72. JASON SMITE Of 65 288 Dallas iiig trip: 

78_ CHRIS GRESEIBECK OT 63.267 _So_San Antonio 9 BRANDON STIGGERS ROY 60 199 Sr Houston He was there to watch his son, quarterback 

2 TRENTGUNNELS RB 511.169 Frail ne es ine abyin Ce siteall nar cate ss 

79 DWLANHAGENS OT 67 277_fr_ Shiner weeks after switching his commitment from 
6 BLAKESZYMANSKI QB 6-4 209 So Wichita Falls in tT 

er er ee Baylor to Texas. But linebacker Earl Patin from 
73 _TED TANNER OT 63 201 Sr Waco Baton Rouge, La., stuck out like a sore thumb. 

69 RICKY HASOON OG 6-2 29 Sr Katy a“ * ” 

; 18 BRADTAYLOR ——IR_6.3. 252 fr _Madsonle He was the best defensive player there,” the 
oN ASE SE SO etary 56 c DiREn LORETTA elder Kinne said. “I thought it was maybe a shot 
34 _ BEN HRSON We 62 225 dr Southlake in the dark. But at the time, to be honest, I truly 

- 10 QUEMOTEASLEY WR 61.187 katy : 4 A 
32 DESMOND JBKINS 0S 5-10 196 arn was being a dad. I was just talking to his mom 
8 ANTONIOJONES 1B 6-3 226 So. Dallas ee LEAN ER FB _60 255 _St_ Katy and dad and getting to know them, and I kind of 
Et ce 93 RAYLONWALTERS DE 65 228 So Houston built a relationship with them. 
Sa SE cL ome 55 DALTON ¢62 30S Alea Rated a four-star recruit and the 13th-best 
= _ Ther = ae player in Louisiana by Rivals, Patin had offers 
59 RANDYDWG T6342 le 1_TENONID WED OB 24 ie Hoton from Nebraska, Alabama, Clemson, Florida, 
a7 _ WER KING 1B 63 205 So Atlanta GA 2 JONATHAN WEEKS S510 258 _Sx_Gundal AZ Mississippi and West Virginia. 
17 ALEK KUSHNER _S 6-1. 195 Basking Ridge W) -_2_BRANDONWHTAKER RB 5.10 197 Sr_Edmond, OK But in a somewhat surprise, the two-time 
an eo ea 21 THOMAS WHITE WR 62 206 Plano All-State linebacker picked the Bears for the 
42_JAKELANAR __ROV_6-0 188 _Jr_Bedford 20_ ALTON WIDEMON CB 511.178 Sr_Lindale chance to play early, 
5 UKELAMAR 0362 192 fr _Bedtord 4 REMY WLLIAMS 0S 510 204 So Dallas 
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D. Zeigler 14 741 13, 3 ae Nb 
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lek 88, N. Moore 75, M. L a 


Wilson 4, D, Grav @ at Oklahoma State 20-66 


Sacks: G. Nelson 2.5, J. Pawelek 2, E Yous — os 
Tackles for loss: MV. Linguist 7.5, J. Lamb 5.5 4 iy L OKLAHOMA 10-36 
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DAVID GETTIS 


After losing four seniors, it might be 
tough to rotate at the tackles. But there’s 
depth at the ends with redshirt freshman 
Jameon Hardeman, junior Adam Geib 
and 24-year-old junior college transfer 
Leon Freeman, who spent three years in 
the Army. 

Both 
Joe Pawelek didn’t even open the season 


starting linebackers return. 
as a starter, but he finished with a team- 
high 86 tackles, nine quarterback hurries 


and was a Freshman All-American. 


Ac the other spot, Nick Moore was sec- 
ond on the team with 75 tackles and 
added four stops behind the line, three 
pressures and two forced fumbles. 

There's also some blossoming depth 
with junior Ben Hixson, sophomore 
Antonio Jones and. freshmen Earl Patin 
and Chris 


recruit from Baton Rouge, La, who 


Francis. Patin is a four-star 


could play early. 

Hoefer’s biggest concern is finding 
replacements for starting cornerbacks 
Anthony Arline and CJ. Wilson. 
The starters coming out of spring were 
seniors Josh Bell and Alton Widemon, 
but Braelon Davis likely will crack the 
lineup if he regains his academic eligibili- 
ty this summer. 

Even redshirt freshmen Dominique 
Criss and Antareis Bryan (sidelined by 
a knee injury this spring) will get a shot in 
the fall. 

“Irs a shame that we didn’t have 
Antareis Bryan much this spring,” Hoefer 
said. “He's got physical skills.” 

The safeties have played musical 
chairs. Starting free safety Dwain 
Crawford rotated to rover, with Brandon 
Stiggers moving to outside safety, and 
sophomore Jordan Lake taking over at 
free safety. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


One of the more troubling areas on the 
team, the Bears have to replace two-time 
Ray Guy Award winner Daniel Sepulveda 
at punter and two-year starter Ryan 
Havens at kicker. 


la PRLS LT ETD ESPNS ig FI se HN 
Baylors’ Winning Trend 1997-2006 — 


‘The lightly regarded 2005 
~ recruit emerged as the | 
| Bears’ best defensive player 


His highlight game was a 
triple-overtime’ victory at 
| Colorado, when Pawelek 


interception in the end 

zone. ... The league's con- 

senisus Freshman Defensive Player of the Year, he 
“had a team-high 86 tackles with two sacks, four 
pass vec and. 4.5 stops behind the 


— FS Jordan Lake — 

He was just coming into 
his own as a redshirt fresh- 
‘man when he suffered 
4 broken collarbone in the 
Big 12-opening win over 
Kansas State. Lake had five 

“tackles and a fourth-quar- 
"ter interception to secure 


‘two forced fumbles in five | 
“games. ... Coaches have s0 a 
"much confidence in him, they moved retuming 

_ starting free safety Dwain Crawford to rover in 
eee Spa i 


TOP. NEWCOMER 

€3.D. Walton 

Although he’s never 

played center, the transfer. 

from Arizona State solidi- 

fied the position in the 

spring when he earned the 

respect of the other 

starters, .. Last “real” game 

action” came in 2004, 

although he did play on the 

summer all-star circuit in 7 

2005 after a career at Allen 

(Texas) High School that included the 5A state 
semifinals in ‘03. ... If needed, can also play — 
either guard position. 
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Player Profile 


MICHAEL MACHEN 


Traveling Man at 
End of the Road 


Michael Machen, sometimes known 
as “Gramps” or “Old Man, is a 25- 
year-old quarterback who took many 
winding roads to end up at Baylor. 

He's thrilled with this destination. 
The 6-6, 240-pound transfer from 
Kent State came out of the spring as 
the No. 1 quarterback. 

“There's not a lot of people that 
could just pick up shop and move 
like I have,” Machen said. 

“Im not going to give up after all 
I've gone through. It’s been a long 
road, but this has been my best 


opportunity of any of the places I've 
been. It’s not really revenge. I just 
want to prove to people that have 
doubted me that I’m worthy of being 
here.” 

The road began in Mobile, Ala., 
where Machen threw for 3,000 yards 
and 25 touchdowns in his senior year 
at McGill-Toolen High School. 

His first detour was to Kissimmee, 
Fla., and Bluefield, W.Va., and wherever 
else the bus stopped when he was 
a minor league pitcher in the Atlanta 
Braves and Baltimore Orioles organiza- 
tions. 

In three years, the 14th-round draft 
pick was 8-3 with a 5.02 ERA and 
80 strikeouts in 86.1 innings. 

“I got a really good offer for where 
I was drafted,” Machen said. “When 
you're 18 years old, it's kind of hard to 
turn that down.” 

When Machen left pro baseball, he 
seemed to be stepping into the perfect sit- 
uation at the University of Alabama. But 
that was before Dennis Franchione left for 
Texas A&M and Mike Price was fired. 

Although he traveled with the team 
as a true freshman in 2003, then-head 
coach Mike Shula made it clear the 
Crimson Tide was going in another direc- 
tion. So Machen packed his bags for 
Coffeyville (Kan.) Community College. 

When Nebraska went with Zac 
Taylor, Machen headed for Kent State. 
As a sophomore starter in 2005, 
Machen threw for 2,078 yards and 
11 touchdowns for a 1-10 team. When 
he broke his collarbone in preseason 
drills the next year, coaches “took the 
offense in another direction.” 

That's when the road took him to 
Waco, Texas, where Machen elevated 
above a crowded quarterback situation 
this spring. Offensive coordinator Lee 
Hays raves about Machen’s arm. 

“I wish I had longer (than one 
year),” Machen said. “This is a great 
offense, especially for the numbers you 
can put up. Obviously the Big 12 is 
rough. But if you can do it in this con- 
ference, you can do it anywhere.” 

Machen should know. He's already 
been everywhere. 


Junior walk-on Caleb Allen won the 
punting and kicking jobs almost by 
default in the spring. But the Bears will 
add freshman kickers Derek Epperson 
and Shea Brewster this summer and were 
still looking for a junior college transfer 
with proven experience. 

Of Baylor's 17 fumbles last season, eight 
of them came on kick returns. That num- 
ber has to be reduced if not eliminated. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Eight bowl teams dot the schedule, 
including former Southwest Conference 
rivals TCU and Rice in the first two 
games. But the Owls have to come to 


Waco under new coach David Bailiff. 

After a three-game sweep of the Big 12 
North last season, the Bears have to make 
road trips to Kansas and Kansas State this 
year. They've won a road game each of the 
last two seasons, following a nine-year run 
of futility in Big 12 games on the road. 

Since it’s almost a mirror copy of last 
year’s closing schedule, that ending 
stretch of games against Texas Tech, 
Oklahoma and Oklahoma State can't 
look all thar inviting, 


— Jerry Hill 
SCHEDULE 
Sept. 1 at TCU 
co a ee a 
Sept. 15 TEXAS STATE 
Sept. 22 at Buffalo 
Sept. 29 at Texas A&M 
Oct. 6 COLORADO 
“Oct.13=—SSsat Kansas 
Oct. 20 TEXAS 
Oct. 27 at Kansas State — 
“Nov. 3 TEXAS TECH 
“Nov. 10 at Oklahoma 
Nov. 17 OKLAHOMA STATE 
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Get oxi for Something Eom Different on Offense 


OFFENSE 

The Mean Green will have a new look 
in 2007. First-year head coach Todd 
Dodge, a Texas high school coaching leg- 
end, was hired to replace Darrell Dickey, 
whose offensive approach was centered 
on the run and play-action passing. 

Dodge ... 

‘The Mean Green will employ as many 


not so much, 


as five receivers per down in a passing 
offense that might be especially tricky for 
the rest of the league to defend. 

The key will be at quarterback where 
junior Daniel Meager, junior Matt Phillips 
and senior Woody Wilson all saw time last 
season, none of it terribly productive. 

Meager came out of spring as the lead- 
ing candidate to start — he completed 
eight of 16 passes for 233 yards and three 
touchdowns in the spring game — 
though freshman Giovanni Vizza could 
win the job. His high school stats were 
impressive and he fits Dodge's style. 

In any case, North Texas’ streak of 
31 consecutive regular-season games 
without a 200-yard passer isn’t going to 
survive far into this season. 


Senior receiver Brandon Jackson 
should flourish, and incoming freshmen 
Breece Johnson and Sam Dibrell will con- 
tend for playing time. 

Senior tailback Jamario Thomas is back 
as well. He led the nation in rushing as 
a true freshman, but was plagued with 
injuries as a sophomore and then ran 
behind a line that underachieved last year. 

The focus will be on throwing, but 
Thomas again breaking 1,000 yards 


wouldn't be a surprise. 


DEFENSE 

When North Texas won four straight 
Sun Bele titles from 2001-2004, it did so 
with an excellent defense. The group has 
taken huge steps backward the past two 
years, but it could be a surprise in 2007. 
Nine starters are back and the hope is 
that experience will pay off. 

Senior safety Aaron Weathers led the 
team with 78 tackles, while all-conference 
linebacker Maurice Holman was second 
with 74 stops. The line also should be much 
improved and will be anchored by senior end 
Jeremiah Chapman, an all-conference pick 
who had a team-high 10 tackles for loss. 

The key will be if the secondary has 
matured and can avoid giving up the big, 
plays of a year ago. Seniors Roy Loren, 
Gary Oubre, Roderick Cotton and Cliff 
Higgs ate back, along with sophomores 
Korey Washington, Zach Babb, Antoine 
Bush and Kartey Agbottah. 

The team’ strength on defense should 
be linebacking, where Holman, junior Colt 
Mahan, senior Derek Mendoza and junior 
Germaine Dawson return. The group 
should be much improved because of its 
experience. The defensive line is solid and 
the unit has depth at linebacker and safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
The Mean Green returns junior 
punter Truman Spencer, who was a sec- 
ond-team all-conference pick last season. 
He averaged almost 41 yards per attempt 
and landed 15 inside the 20-yard line. 
Redshirt freshman Steven Woodward was 
the only placekicker at spring practice. 
— Monte Hale 
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Offense Tries to Get Back to Hawkins’ Usual High Level 


| Grosse will begin fall practice for 
the second consecutive year not 
knowing who its starting quarterback will 
be, but whoever wins the job won't have 
much experience. 

This was a recipe for disaster in coach 
Dan Hawkins’ first season in Boulder. 
Hawkins decided on Bernard Jackson, 
who had spent the previous two years at 
running back and wide receiver, when his 
initial choice, James Cox, struggled in 
a season-opening loss to Division II 
Montana State and Brian White trans- 
ferred. 

Jackson's inexperience under center 
and his inability to master the offense led 
to one of the Buffaloes’ worst seasons 
offensively in decades. They finished 
116th in the nation in passing, 102nd in 
total offense and 107th in scoring. 

It was so bad that coaches estimated 
they used less than 50 percent of the play- 
book the whole season. It was quite an 
adjustment for Hawkins, whose teams 
the previous five years at Boise State reg- 
ularly scored 30, 40 and 50 points in 
games. 

Coaches avoided the temptation in the 
second half of 2006 to pull the redshirt 
off freshman quarterback Cody Hawkins 
— the coach’s son — and insert him in 
the lineup. They're happy about it now 
with Hawkins emerging from spring 
practices with a slight lead to win the job 
over junior college transfer Nick Nelson. 

Two days into spring practice, the 
super-athletic Jackson had been moved to 
an all-purpose role, practicing at wide 


receiver, running back and occasionally 
taking snaps under center. But by the 
spring game, in which he didnt throw 
a single pass, it had become clear he was 
no longer involved in competition to 
start at quarterback. 

Jackson embraced his role as the new 
‘slash,’ a term made famous by former 
Colorado quarterback Kordell Stewart 
when he played for the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. Jackson will still be on the field 
each week and he could become one of 
the most dangerous players in the league 
if used properly. 

“That guy is so darn electric with the 
ball in his hands,” Dan Hawkins said. 

Meanwhile, Cody Hawkins, a former 
Elite 11 quarterback who went 59-0 in 
his high school career in Idaho, and 
Nelson, who led his junior college team 
to a 12-1 record in 2006, both had the 
offense moving once again by the end of 
spring. 

Competition to win the job could run 
late into fall camp, but no matter the out- 
come, Colorado won't be one-dimension- 
al any more. 


OFFENSE 

A new quarterback will make a big dif 
ference, but that isn’t the only position 
with something to prove. 

An experienced group of wide 
receivers, who haven't gotten the job done 
the past three years, could find them- 
selves on the bench if they don’t produce. 
Three talented freshman wideouts are 
expected to join the team in August and 
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| Terrence Wheatley proto by John willismsan ‘ 


could play right away. 


Of all the veteran receivers on the ros- 
ter, junior Patrick Williams and seniors 
Alvin Barnett and Dusty Sprague have 
the most potential. None of them will 
knock anyone's socks off and all need to 
quit dropping passes. 

True freshmen Markques Simas, Josh 
Smith and Kendrick Celestine all could 
make an immediate impact. 

If wide receiver is the question mark, 
tight end is the exclamation point. The 
Buffs are loaded again here just two 
years after sending two tight ends to the 
NEL. 

Riar Geer led the team in receptions 
and receiving yards as a freshman last sea- 
son and seniors Joe Sanders and Tyson 
Devree are big, fast threats as well. 


‘2006 stats: 172.9 ypg Pushing (Sth in Big 12/22nd in NCAA 


5 ypg passing (12th/116th), 291.4 ypg total offense (12th 


Cody Hawkins Both of these guys havea lot of room to grow. Nick Nelson, Jr. 
RB Hugh Charles* St. Charles can be electric ... and inconsistent. B. Ellis, Sr/K. Moyd, So. 
FB Maurice Cantrell _Jr._This position is used sparingly in this offense, Jake Behrens, So. 
WR Patrick Wiliams” Jr. Will ths finaly be the year Willams emerges? Bernard Jackson, Sr.* 
WR Alvin Barnett” Sr._ These guys will have to fight off true freshmen, Dusty Sprague, Sr. 
TE _ Riar Geer* So. This position is the strength of the passing game. Joe Sanders, Sr. 
{T___TWlerPolumbus* __Sr._ Should be among the Big 12's best blockers. Devin Head, So, 
LG Wes Palazzi Fr.__A feisty but undersized battler. Devin Head, So. 
C___ Daniel Sanders” Jf. First year at center, where he will make the calls. Keenan Stevens, Fr. 
RG Erick Faatagi Jr. Coming off knee surgery. Could be a huge addition, Daniel Sanders, Jr. 
RT Edwin Harrison® Sr. Might move to guard with Miller on the way. Ryan Miller, Fr. 
“Returning starter 


2006 stats: 112.4 ypg rushing (4th in Big 12/80th NCAA), 228.5 passing (Sth'94th), 240.9 total detense (71W/G6th), 22.8 ppg (GthSth) 


‘Maurice Lucas ‘Jr Its time for Lucas to finaly play to his potential Drew Hudgins, J 

George Hypolite” r. An All-Big 12 kind of player. Eric Lawson, Fr. 
NT Brandon Nicolas" _Jt._A durable run stopper who played 611 snaps in 2006. Jason Brace, So. 
DE — Alonzo Barrett Sr. Dramatic improvement as pass rusher required, Marquez Herrod, Fr. 
LB Michael Sipili So. _Emerged as a freshman as next great CU linebacker, RJ, Brown, Jr. 
LB Jordon Dizon” Sr. Heis in any discussion about the nation’s best LBs. Marcus Burton, Jr. 
LB Brad Jones* Jf, His speed could be valuable in the pass rush, Bryan Stengel, So. 
CB Terrence Wheatley" Sr. First-team All-Big 12 in 2006 on a 2-10 team, Jalil Brown, Fr. 
CB Ben Burney Jt. Both of these guys have a ton of potential. Jimmy Smith, Fr. 
SS__Lionel Harris* St. Three double-digit tackle games last season. Daniel Dykes, Jt. 
FS Ryan Walters* dr. Abheavy hitter who must stay healthy in 2007. Terry Wilson, Jr. 
“Returning starter 


Sanders moved back to the position he 
was recruited to play in the spring after 
three years at linebacker. 

The biggest question at running back 
is whether junior college transfer 
PTT. Gates will qualify academically and 
be able to challenge Hugh Charles, 
a three-year starter. 

The line is the key to it all and there 
are a lot of questions with this group. 
Only six were available in spring prac- 
tice. Tackles Tyler Polumbus and Edwin 
Harrison are the most experienced, but 
Harrison could move to guard to make 
way for true freshman tackle Ryan 
Miller. 

Colorado signed eight offensive line- 
men in its recruiting class and it mi 


need several to play right away. 


DEFENSE 

The Buffs should be good against the 
run. They have 14 defenders who enjoyed 
significant playing time returning from 
a defense that finished 30th in the nation 
against the run in 2006. 

The focus here is defending the pass. 
The 


66 percent completion rate, despite hav- 


Buffs allowed an astronomical 


ing All-Big 12 cornerback Terrence 
Wheatley and the conference's leader in 
sacks, defensive end Abraham Wright. 

Wheatley is back, but Wright graduat- 
ed, leaving a sizable hole in the pass tush. 
No one seemed capable of filling ic in 
spring drills. 

Junior end Maurice Lucas has under- 
achieved in his first two seasons, but he 
has the body and athleticism for success. 
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Ryan Miller, OL 

Without a doubt, one of the most highiy rated prospects in the past few 
years within the borders of Colorado has been offensive tackle Miler. 
The five-star prospect was an October commitment for the Buffaloes and 
is by far the biggest commitment during the Dan Hawkins era. Miller was 
a two-time All-Colorado selection and named the Gatorade Player of the 
Year in the state, 


PI. Gates, RB 
Colorado needs a major threat at running back to succeed in Dan 
Hawkins’ offense and Gates could be that man. The top-ranked junior 
college running back in the nation, Gates should see the field right 
away with his explosive running ability. He's also tough between the 
tackles and has breakaway speed. 


Markques Simas, WR 

Nobody had a better year in San Diego than Simas did as a senior. 
He put up record breaking stats and averaged 19.5 yards per recep- 
tion, Ranked as one of the top 250 players in the nation, Simas should 
be able to come in and give CU a great threat at receiver right away. 


FD TIEWCOMERS OF MIPFIET 


/ADKINS, Ethan OL 65,265 o Castle Rock, CO Douglas Co. 
Rivals.com’s No. 8 overall prospect in Colorado. .., No. 70 offensive tackle nationally. 
Class 5A first-team All-State. 

/AHLES, Tyler 1B 62,228 oo San Bemardino, CA Cajon 
Played H-back and linebacker as a senior. ... Had 80 tackles and six sacks as a senior. 
BAHR, Matt O 64,261 o Mission Viejo, CA Mission Viejo 
Rivals.com’s No. 68 offensive guard nationally. ... Second-team All-State. 

BALLENGER, Matt OB 64,203 o Nampa, 1D Skyview 


Rivals.com’s No. 2 overall prospect in Idaho. ... No. 23 pro-style quarterback nationally. 
.«» Passed for 1,800 yards and 13 touchdowns as a senior, 


BEHRENS, Blake OL 6-4,280 o Phoenix, AZ Brophy Prep 
Rivals.com’s No. 6 overall prospect in Arizona. ... No. 17 offensive guard nationally. 
First-team All-Arizona, ... Did not allow a sack in three seasons. 


CELESTINE, Kenrick §=WR 5-11,173 o Mamou, LA Mamou 
Rivals.com’s No, 28 overall prospect in Louisiana. ... No. 79 wide receiver nationally. ... 
Caught 45 passes for 936 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 


DANIELS, Shawn OL 64,270 o Denver,CO = J.K. Mullen 
Rivals.com's No. 11 prospect in Colorado. 56 offensive guard nationally. ... First-| 
team All-State, ... Brother Brian played offensive guard at Colorado trom 2003-06. 


GATES, PIT. RB 5-11, 195 o ‘© Mission Viejo, CA Saddleback CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 8 overall junior college prospect. ... Rushed for 1,38 yards and 23 
{touchdowns as a sophomore at Saddleback. ... Also led team with 359 receiving yards 
and three touchdowns, 


GOREE, Eugene OT 64,281 © ‘Murfreesboro, TN Riverdale 
Mr. Football finalist in Tennessee. ... Had 58 tackles, 12 tackles for a loss and five sacks 
as a senior. 

HARTIGAN, Josh 1B 61,198 oo Oakland Park , FL Northeast 


Second-team All-County. ... Had 100 tackles and 10 tackles for 2 loss and a sack as 
a senior. ... Enrolled in January. 


HUDGINS, Drew DE 65,24 © 
Rivals.com’s No. 46 overall junior college prospect. 
team junior college All-American. 


Iinis, Mike OL 63,28 oo Sarasota, FL Riverview 
SSecond-team All-State, ... Played guard and tackle on offense and end and tackle on 
defense. 


JOHNSON, Devan RB 61,232 oo 
Rivals.com's No. 13 overall fullback nationally... 


Highland, KS Highland JC 


Enrolled in January. ... Second- 


Pittsburgh, PA Woodland Hills 
Honorable mention All-State, 


Commitments 
Average Stars 


66000 
66000 


66006 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 31 


O08 (IEEDS 


The Buffs will need to continue to reload on 
offense, especialy at receiver. They pulled in 
two quality receivers and more will be need- 
ed to run Hawkins’ attack. On defense, more 
help at defensive back is vital. The Buffs 
must get lockdown corners and ball-hawking 
safeties in the 2008 class, 


THE SLEEPER 


Josh Smith, WR 

‘Smith was one of the best kept recruit- 
ing secrets all year long. The good 
news for Colorado is that they got in 
‘on him early and were rewarded with 
a big-time commitment. Smith didn't 
play a lot of football before he arrived 
in Moorpark, Cali., but he took to the 
‘game and as far as athleticism goes, 
he's off the charts. Smith has recorded 
a 22.11 long jump and his raw poten- 
tial at receiver is simply amazing. I he 
continues to pick up the game and 
improve, then look out. 


Big 12:5 


— Rivals.com 


LOCKRIDGE, Brian RB 57,164 oo Mission Viejo, CA Mission Vieio 
Rushed for 1,383 yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior. ... Averaged 9.2 yards per 
carry. 

MAIAVA, Kealakai OL 60,278 oo Wailuku, HI Baldwin 


Played mostly guard as a senior. ... Did not allow a sack and was called only four 
penalties during senior season. 


MILLER, Ryan OL 6-7,300 6 Littleton, CO Columbine 
Rivals.com’s No. 23 overall prospect nationally. ... No. 2 offensive tackle nationally, 
Top overall prospect in Colorado. ... Class 5A All-State... Did not allow a sack and was 
called for only one penalty in 14 games as a senior. 


NELSON, Nick 0B 62215 oo 
Enrolled in January. ... First-team All-Conference, 
18 touchdowns as a sophomore at Saddleback. 


OBI, Conrad DE 6-4, 240 Loganville, GA Grayson 
Rivals.com’s No. 41 overall prospect in Georgia. No, 54 strongside defensive end 
nationally. ... Missed all but four games of senior season with hand injury. 


PERKINS, Anthony ==» ATH_5-10,177 oo _Northglenn, CO Northglenn 
Rivals,com’s No. 6 prospect in Colorado. ... No, 60 athlete nationally. ... Class 5A first- 
team All-State. ... Rushed for 1,626 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior. .. AS a safe- 
ty, had 40 tackles and two interceptions. .... Grandson of NFL running back Don Perkins. 


Mission Vie, CA. Saddleback CC 
s+» Passed for 2,241 yards and 


PERRI, Chris OT 6-4, 265 © Oakland, CA Laney College 
Played at San Jose State in 2005. ... All-Conference at Laney College. 
‘SHIELDS, Lagrone DE 62,239 © — Memphis,TN Ridgeway 


Rivals.com’s No. 22 overall prospect in Tennessee. ... No. 53 strongside defensive end 
nationally. ... Had 31 tackles for a loss as a senior. 


SIMAS, Markques WR 6-1, 198 oo SanDiego,CA Mira Mesa 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com's No. 20 wide receiver nationally. .... No. 25 overall 
prospect in California. ... Had 778 receiving yards as a senior. 


‘SMITH, Josh ATH 6-2, 175 © Moorpark, CA Moorpark 
Honorable mention All-League as a Senior. ... Had 477 recaiving yards, 10 touchdowns 
and six interceptions as a senior. 


‘SMITH, Lamont 0B 59,153 oo Pittsburgh PA Central Catholic 
‘Second-team All-State. ... Played primarily running back in high school. 

TAU, Sione OL 6-6,284 ooo Honolulu, Hl Damien Memorial 
Rivals.com’s No. 5 overall prospect in Hawai. ... No. 33 offensive tackle nationally. 
VAIOMOUNGA,Nale =©LB 510,191 ooo Corona, CA Corona 
Rivals.com's No. 96 prospect in California. ... No. 56 outside linebacker nationally. 
WRIGHT, Anthony DB 6-0, 180 © —— Compton,CA Compton 


Rivals.com's No. 53 overall prospect in California. ... No. 31 safety nationally. 


2007 wWiwiu.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


Linoy's Sports ANNuALS IF 


ce prides itself on being a top academic 


30308. ADAMS $511 195 Jr Steamboat Springs 86 GEORGEHYPOLITE DT 6-1 285 _Jr_Los Angeles CA stitution, but the high academic standards 
have hurt recent football recruiting classes, 
17__ ALVIN BARNETT WR 5-11 190 Sr _Tulsa, OK 10 BERNARD JACKSON 0B 60 200 Sr Comwma,CA 
especially since the hubbub of 2004 attracted so 
41 ALONZO BARRETT DE 6-3 235 Sr_ Alabaster, AL 43 SAMSON JAGORAS FB 5-10 225 Sr Arcadia, CA much negative attention to the program. 
59 BJ, BEATTY OLB 6-1 230 Fr Kasam, HI 40 BRAD JONES OLB 6-3 225 Jr East Lancing, MI A handful — possibly as many as seven or 
41 JAKE BEHRENS FB 6-0 230 So Omaha NE 82 MICHAELKACHMER WR 60 185 So Wheaton, IL eight — members of the 2007 recruiting class 
were at risk of not meeting the schools admis- 
2A STON SOR SS SS Be NR S97 TARO. NEES i aes sions standards as of late spring. As has hap- 
41 ‘KYLE BLACK S_5-11195 Fr_Highlands Ranch 69 ERIC LAWSON DT_ 6-3 260 Fr Sedalia pened in the past, those players might be eligi- 
STE uses Caer We eae ble ae NCAA Lae, but can still be turned 
away by the school, 
SS eA poke 2 eae At the end of spring practices, coach Dan 
23__JALIL BROWN (B61 205 Fr Phoenix, AZ 6 GARDNER MCKAY CB 5-11 160 Jr Inglewood, CA Hawkins said he thought things were going 
34 RJ, BROWN TB 6-1 225 Jr Honolulu, HI 21 SCOTTY MCIQUGHT WR 5-10 185 Fr Coto de Caza, CA well, but “it’s not over until it’s over.” 

It’s seldom that CU doesn’t lose at least two 
el eee or three recruits to this problem, but Hawkins 
54 MARCUS BURTON LB _6-0 245 Jr _ Channelview, TX 36_ CORT WABORS. T5915 Fr _Auoa has said a large number of true freshmen likely 
32 MAURICE CANTRELL FB 6-0 240 Jr Cedar Rapids, IA 3_NICK NELSON QB 61 220 Jr Mission Viejo, CA will play in 2007, making it even more important 

that as many as possible qualify. 
2 HUGH CHARLES T 58 190 St x 94 BRANDON NICOLAS DT 6-3 280 Jr Santa Ana, CA * 
ae One example is Saddleback College running 
48 CODYCRAWFORD WR 511175 Jr _ San Diego, CA 65 WES PALAZZI OL 6-1 285 Fr Plano, % back P.T. Gates, who was trying to pass nearly 
33__ PATRICK DEVENNY TE 6-3 2460 So Roseville, CA 89 JIM PARRA PK 56 140 Fr _ Greenwood Village 30 credit hours between January and August to 


be admitted. 


84 TYSON DEVREE TE 6-5 245 St Hudsonville, MI 77 __ TYLER POLUMBUS: ‘OL 6-8 300 Sr Englewood . é 
SS eee And when players with a questionable 


oe EN AEE BS a a TS oe A A SE ONE 200 2 ww academic past are admitted, they can fall flat on 
44 _ JORDON DIZON TB 60 225 St Kauai, HE 75 _DANIELSANDERS OL 6-3 305 r_Vista, CA their face. That was the case with running back 
70 _USTINDRESCHER 1S 6-1 230 So Southlake, 13 JOESANDERS TE_63 235 Sr_Mashvlle ‘Thomas Perez, who was suspended for spring ball 
* % for poor grades and was booted from the team 
EARN SA ES 5 Se STE 6 200 Ea gioco when his grades didn’t improve. 
9 DANIEL DYKES S62 205 Jt LosAlamitos.CA_-«10—MICHAELSIPILT LB 6-1 250 So Honolulu, HI * When Hawkins took over Colorado less than 
39 _KOVINEBERHART PK 5-11 195 St Broomfield 45 _ JEFF SMART TB 5-11 210 So Boulder two years ago, only 11 players could power clean 
300 pounds. At the outset of spring practice in 
27_ BYRON ELLIS TB_60 215 Sr Culver ty, CA 28 _ BRET SMITH S_511190 Fr Highlands Ranch arch) ter sunber nad Amprovedlte neat) 50; 
611 EAL Ob_62 310) conte ay 3. MT See 62 00 Catt CAS Hawkins and strength and conditioning coor- 
36 REGGIE FOSTER Long Beach, CA 92 _ NATE SOLDER TE 68 270 ft Buena Vista dinator Jeff Pitman have not been afraid to 
show players the door if they're not tough 
87 _RIAR GEER Grand Junction __-«83_DUSTYSPRAGUE WR 64 190 Sr Holyoke 
- enough to handle heightened expectations in 
96 {CANEROM BAM, ba) 52 BRUM STEEL OLB 62_210_So_Deeanpy the weight room and in conditioning. 
25 LIONEL HARRIS Manvel, TX 56 KEENANSTEVENS §—0G_6-3 275, Monument Both men believe in the system because it 
eae eiaaaae Pit 50 Gemosdsping | Worked so well for them at Boise State. 
“If we're not up to snuff, we're going to be 
55 _30SH HARTIGAN 6-1 196 fr Fort Lauderdale, FL 8 DEMETRIUS SUMLER TB 5.10 210 


2-10 again,” Pitman said. 
Aura * Redshirt freshman linebacker Justin Nonu’s 
eka future in college football was in doubt late after 
the spring because of chronic back problems. 


Boise, 15 _ RYAN WALTERS S_ 54120 
Pers, CA 26 _TERRENCE WHEATLEY CB 5-10 170 


Corona, CA 4 PATRICK WILLIAMS WR 62 200 
Escondido, CA 20_ TERRY WILSON S510 205 
Spring Hills, KS 80 JARRELLYATES WR 511 200 
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His production could soar if he played 
each down as if it were his last. Junior col- 
lege transfer Drew Hudgins should push 
Lucas in fall camp after offseason knee 
surgery. 

Senior Alonzo Barrett will start at the 
other end spot and figures to be pushed 
for playing time by redshirt freshman 
Marquez Herrod, a player with fierce 
determination. 

The middle of the line is solid with 
George Hypolite, 


tackles Brandon 


Nicolas, Tay Kaynor and Jason Brace all 
gaining valuable experience a year ago. 
True freshmen Lagrone Shields and 
Conrad Obi could figure into the mix for 
a coaching staff that likes to play as many 
as 12 defensive linemen. 

Wheatley is one of three starters 
returning in the secondary along with 
safeties Ryan Walters and Lionel Harris. 
Junior Ben Burney, a conyerted safety, 
emerged from spring ball as the starting 
cornerback opposite Wheatley. Talented 
redshirt freshmen Jalil Brown and Jimmy 
Smith should also play. 

When this group does catch on, it fig- 
ures to produce big plays. Coordinator 
Ron Collins’ defenses at Boise State rou- 
tinely ranked among the top 20 in the 
nation in interceptions. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Hawkins won't be trying any more 
60-yard field goals because Mason 
Crosby, the program's all-time leading 
scorer, is now in the NFL. Kevin 
Eberhart, a talented kicker in his own 
right, steps in as a senior after waiting 
patiently for four seasons, Eberhart has 
the leg to get it there from 50 yards, 
but not 60. 

‘The Buffs must improve in all other 
areas after finishing 104th in punt 
returns, 95th in kickoff returns and 31st 
in net punting one year after finishing 
first. 

Last season’s starting quarterback, 
Bernard Jackson, could emerge as 
a weapon for kickoff returns and senior 


sseegeuese 


SS 
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Player Profile ; 


(JORDON DIZON 


Dizon Hopes 
Next Dive is 
into NFL 


Brian Cabral has seen a lot of play- 
ers come and go in 17 seasons coach- 
ing linebackers at Colorado, and the 
NFL has been the next stop for near- 
ly a dozen of them. 

Cabral expects senior Jordon 
Dizon to join that elite group. 

Cabral recruited Dizon from 
Hawaii as an athlete without 
a defined position. Dizon, who grew 
up cliff diving and hunting wild boar 
with nothing but a knife, began 
making plays almost immediately. 


He quickly found a home in the heart 


} of the defense as a linebacker with 


a nose for the ball. 
He made more than his share of 


| plays almost by accident, relying on 


instinct instead of strictly following 
assignment and scheme. He has devel- 
oped into a rare four-year starter. 

“In the past, he did a lot of things 
and didn’t know why he was doing 
them,” Cabral said. “I think with his 
understanding of this defense now, 
he'll make a lot more big plays.” 

Dizon was named to the Butkus 
Award watch list before his junior sea- 
son, and though he wasn’t among the 
finalists, his performance justified the 
honor and likely set up another run at 


} the award this fall. 


He posted 137 tackles during a 2-10 
season in which the offense couldn't 
score but the defense kept CU in every 
game. Dizon fell just short of the 
school record for third-down stops 
with 17. 

Dizon produced those numbers 
playing in a new scheme behind an 
inexperienced pair of defensive tack- 
les. Those tackles will be better this 
season, as will the rest of a defense 
that finished 30th in the nation 
against the run. 

“We have 12 games under our belts 
with this defense,” Dizon said. “With 
experience comes confidence, and 
with confidence, you play a lot faster 
and a lot smarter. Experience is huge 
in football.” 

Dizon will now be the man leading 
boys. His teammates voted him a team 
captain for 2007 not long after last 
season ended. 

He has 280 tackles in his first three 
seasons. With just an average year by 
his standards, he could vault into the 
top five tacklers in program history. 

“It's a legacy I guess you could say, 
but it doesn’t really mean much to me 
personally,” he said. “It means more to 
the team that I actually do good 
things here. I would just be happy to 
be recognized as somebody who has 
been here and done something.” 


Stephone Robinson claims he has his 
confidence back for punt return duty 
after falling apart last season. 

Punter Matt DiLallo is finally striking 
the ball like he deserves the scholarship 
Gary Barnett gave him two years ago. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS: 


Colorado has been one fearless pro- 
gram over the past 20 years, willing to 
play anyone in the non-conference por- 
tion of the schedule. It has worked 
against the Buffs sometimes, and this 
could be one of those years. 

‘The in-state rivalry with CSU in the 
season opener has become one of the best 
early season games in the nation in recent 


y The Buffs then go to Arizona State 


before the home opener against Florida 
State. The Seminoles are one of three pro- 
grams with national championships in the 
last 10 years on the Buffs’ 2007 schedule. 
This is one of the best home slates in 
school history with Oklahoma, Nebraska 
and a talented Missouri team coming to 
town. An Oct. 27 trip to Texas Tech is the 

toughest conference road trip. 
— Kyle Ringo 


SCHEDULE 
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‘AT At GLANCE 


7-6 overall, 6-2°C-USA (2nd, West) 


David Bailiff — At Rice: 1st year; 
overall: 21-15, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
14} 8 offense, 5 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Chase Clement, WR Jarett Dillard, 
WR Joel Armstrong, LG Robby Heos, 
RT Lute Barber, DE George Chukwu, 
LB Brian Raines, S Andrew Sendejo 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


Last year's dynamic duo of WR Jarett 
Dillard and QB Chase Clement return. 
Much of last year's offensive line also 
returns, meaning that the offense should 
again put up solid numbers. Joel 
Armstrong will have a full year at receiver 
and could shine. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Rice had momentum under Todd Graham; 
can it keep it going through a coaching 
change? Rice lost three players from its 
defensive front and a pair from its sec- 
ondary, significant holes as Bailiff switch- 
‘es to a 4-2-5 scheme. The graduation of 
Quinton Smith leaves a big void in the 
backfield. 


DL Courtney Gordon, RB Quinton Smith, 
P Jared Scruggs, LT Rolf Krueger 


Rice snuck up on some teams in 
Conference USA last fall to earn a bowl 
bid, but the Owls won't have that same 
\utury this year. The offense will be fine, 
‘but something of a rebuilding year on 
defense puts Rice on the bowl bubble, 


Addition of Bailiff Should Keep Everything in Order 


OFFENSE 


New coach David Bailiff will continue 
with a spread offense that former coach 
Todd Graham used so well last season. 
Any discussion of that prolific offense 
starts with All-American wideout Jarett 
Dillard, who led the 
21 touchdown catches. 


nation with 


> the 1,000-yard mark. 
It should be more of the same this year 
for the 5-11 wideout. 

Other receivers include converted 
quarterback Joel Armstrong and Tommy 
Henderson, plus talented sophomores 
Toren Dixon and Corbin Smiter. At tight 
end, Will Moss returns from injury, and 
lanky sophomore Taylor Wardlow could 
catch plenty of passes. 

Quarterback Chase Clement returns 
healthy after missing four games because 
of injury in 2006. The Owls were 6-2 and 
averaged more than 30 points per game 
with him taking snaps. Clement threw 
for 1,787 yards and 21 touchdowns. 

Rice must find a new featured back. 
Sophomore Marcus Knox, a former 
receiver and a special teams standout in 
2006, made a move in the spring and 
pulled ahead in a crowded competition. 

Sophomore C.J. Ugokwe and seniors 
Bio Bilaye-Benibo and Bubba Heard also 
could get their share of touches, although 
Heard (no carries in the spring game) 
might be the odd man out. 

Four starters on the line return, includ- 
ing all-conference guard Robby Heos. 
Austin Wilkinson has started 24 consecu- 
tive games at center, and right tackle Lute 


Barber started every game in 2006. David 
Berken returns at right guard, 


DEFENSE 

Bailiff will change from a 3-3-5 scheme 
to a 4-2-5 look. Leading the front will be 
305-pound George Chukwu, honorable 
mention all-conference in 2006 at end, 
where he had eight tackles for a loss. 

Jonathan Cary also will be a key per- 
former as will end Dietrich Davis, who 
returns to his old spot after switching to 
linebacker in 2006. 

All-conference Brian Raines holds 
down one linebacker spot after making 
118 tackles, 12.5 for a loss. Competing 
for the other slot will be Robert Calhoun, 
Craig, 
Garmon, who had two interceptions in 
2006, and Vernon James. 


The Owls have several holes to fill in 


Ryan sophomore Terrance 


the secondary. 

Corners Brandon King and Ja'Corey 
Shepherd were solid last year when 
healthy. Sophomore safety Andrew 
Sendejo had 53 tackles as a freshman, 

Gary Anderson and Bencil Smith 
bring experience to the secondary and 
a host of other players will be in the mix. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Walk-on kicker Clark Fangmeier 
became the starter early last season and 
hit eight of 11 field goal attempts to earn 
a spot on C-USA’ All-Freshman team. 

Luke Juist will once again handle kick- 
offs and long field goals, but Rice will 
have a new punter, 

— Steve Hunt 
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RETURNING STARTERS 
! (ati 4 are 5 coe kicker, punter i 


TIE TO WATCH . 


"OB Bret Meyer, WRT 
| Bowen, WR Milan Moses, RBJ.J, Bass, 
DE Rashawn’ Parker, FS James sound: 

XK Bret Culbertson f 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


The most |important position on the. field. 
“is in good hands with senior quarterback 
Bret Meyer, a four-year starter. If the 
offensive line gives him time, Meyer has 
‘star receiver Todd Blythe to throw to, 

as well as some other capable targets. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


| Thee is not a running back on the roster 
that has proven himself at the Division 
LA level, The defense hopes to get help. 

| from newcomers, but returns many of the 


son, particularly ina: ‘secondary that” 
allowed ‘opponents to complete 72. 
percent of their passes. 


‘WR Austin Flynn, C Scott ae sieiaont 
DI Brent Curvey, CB DeAndre siaeeal 
FB Ryan Kock, LB Benet if 


With a lineup as unsettled as this one 
‘going into August, it’s hard to see the _ 
Cyclones coming out much better than’ : 
the 4-8 mark ‘they put: up a yeat ago. 
There's been a huge change i in attitude 
and | personnel within the program, but 
the talent is too thin and the schedule 
ifficult to expect Chiziky to deliver 


Blythe, LB Alvin 


same players who were abused last sear 


Attention! Cyclones Are Marching to a New Beat 


t's not quite the military, but the Iowa 

State football program under new gen- 
eral Gene Chizik is being built with some 
of those same principles. 

“We are looking for a few good men,” 
Chizik said this spring, his first as a head 
coach at any level. 

The team Chizik took over from Dan 
McCarney last November needed the 
hard-edged approach to the game that he 
and his staff have brought. The Cyclones 
finished 4-8 a year ago and won just one 
hat vie~ 


game in Big 12 Conference play. 

tory over Missouri, like the other wins last 

season, was decided in the final seconds. 
Discipline, 


Toughness. Expe 
Those are some of the buzzwords Chizik 
has brought to ISU after successful stints 
as defensive coordinator at Central 
Florida, Auburn and most recently Texas, 

Don't like it? Tak 
catching on to the fact that it is Chizik’s 


a walk, Players are 


way or no way. 

“He runs a tight ship. I love it,” said 
senior tight end Ben Barkema. 

Chizik knows a turnaround in Ames 
won't happen overnight. The last two 
programs he coached (Auburn, ‘Texas) 
were ready-made winners, 

But Chizik is not going to tolerate 
losing. He will push ISU players to 
compete at their limit. 

“There is high expectation in every- 
thing we do,” he said. “If they are not 
doing that, we are putting pressure on 
them to get that done.” 

Success can be achieved in Ames. 
McCarney took the Cyclones to bowl 


games five times in a span of six years. 
Bur none was considered a big-time bowl, 
which contributed to the coaching 
change as expectations rose with the pro- 
grams improvement. 

Athletic director Jamie Pollard said 
Chizik was his No. 
e McCarney. 

He was the young candidate who 


1 choice from the 


start to repla 


could have probably landed a head coach- 


ing job with more cache than ISU. 
It helped that his former boss and some- 
thing of a mentor, Texas’ Mack Brown, 


was a Cyclone assistant many years ago. 


Now the cwo will compete against 
each other on a regular basi 
For Chizik, the job is a major 


adjustment. He has to see the bigger 
picture, not just one half of it. 

“Now I really care about the offense,” 
“T don't think I ever looked at 
a punter or a kicker unless we were trying 


he said. 


to block something, It’s been an eye- 
opening experience for me. I'm learning 
every day.” 


OFFENSE 


Bret Meyer is the most accomplished 
and experienced quarterback in the 
Big 12. Whether ISU’s offensive line can 
keep the four-year starter on his feet long 
enough to add to his sterling career is up 
for debate. 

Meyer will have four new faces 
protecting him this fall, all of whom have 
litcle or no experience at the Division I-A 
level. 


Just as he did on the other side of the 
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ball, Chizik signed a handful of junior 
college transfers to try to provide imme- 
diate help to an offensive unit in need. 
He nabbed three offensive linemen who 
arrived on campus in January and are 
expected to be starters or backups. 

The most anticipated newcomer is 
tailback J.J. Bass, a powerful runner from 
El Camino Community College in 
California. 

If he can prove himself during training 
camp, Bass easily could overtake returners 
Jason Scales and Jason Harris as the No. 1 
back. Scales, a junior, has had an injury- 
plagued career, and Harris is just coming 
back to the position after a year at cor- 
nerback. 

Meyer knows what he’s got in receiver 
Todd Blythe. The 6-5 senior can be 


couting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 101.8 ypg rushing (10th in Big 12/88th in NCAA), 


pg passing ( 


th), 317.8 ypg total offense ( 


Bret Meyer* Hoping to cap off a prolific career. Austen Amaud, Fr. 
RB JJ. Bass Jr, Newcomer needs to be the real deal. Jason Scales, J 
FB Brian Ekwelunda So. _No rushes, catches in 2006. Taylor Mansfield, Fr. 
WR Todd Blythe* ‘Sr. _ Big year would impress NFL people even more. ‘Marquis Hamilton, So. 
WR RJ. Sumrall Jr. Looking like a solid No. 2 target. Milan Moses, Sr. 
TE Ben Barkema* Sr. Good receiver, an even better run blocker. Brandon Tinlin, Sr 
LT _ Doug Dedrick df, _ Looks like the best of the junior college transfer linemen. Matt Hulbert, Fr. 
LG Reggie Stephens So. Got his feet wet in 2006 as a part-time starter. Joe Blaes, Jr. 


C Brandon Johnson Jr. 


Back to offense after a stint on defensive line, 


Tom Schmeling, Jr. 


RG Tom Schmeling* Jr. _ Eight starts makes him most experienced lineman. Alex Alvarez, So. 
RT Lee Tibbs St. Glock is ticking for him to contribute. ‘Joe Vanstrom, Jr. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 
‘2006 stats: 153.8 ypg rushing (11th in Big 12/89th in NCAA), 238.5 passing (11th/101st), 392.2 total defense (11th/102nd), 30.8 ppg (11th/105th) 


Rashawn Parker 


). Disappeared after great start to ‘06 season. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Christopher Lyle, Jr. 


OT _ Michael Tate Jf Junior college transfer needs to help ina hurry. Bryce Braaksma, Sr. 
DT __AthybaRubin* Sr. Big body is strong on run support. Nate Frere, So, 

DE Kurtis Taylor Jr. Finally gets his shot after knee injury. Travis Ferguson, Jr. 
LB Jon Banks* Sr.__ Moved up from secondary to be solid linebacker. Adam Carper, Jr. 

LB __ Alvin Bowen* Sr.__Tracks you down, then punishes. Michael Bibbs, Jr. 
LB Fred Garrin So. Wasa pleasant surprise during standout spring, esse Smith, So. 
CB Chris Singleton" Jr. Most polished of the young defensive backfield. Zac Sandvig, Fr. 

CB Allen Bell Jt Talented newcomer tough to keep off the field. Drenard Williams, So. 
SS Caleb Berg” Sr. Solid, not spectacular. Cyclones will take that. Brandon Hunley, Jr. 
FS James Smith So. Out to prove he's worthy of high expectations. Steve Johnson, So. 
“Returning starter 


a dominant force when given the chance, 
which he surely will be in the Cyclones’ 
new spread offense. 

“We are going to be able to throw a lot 
of things at a defense. It’s pretty wide 
open,” said Blythe, who far and away 
holds the school record for touchdown 
receptions with 26. 

Junior R.J. Sumrall, senior Milan 
Moses, sophomore Marquis Hamilton 
and tight end Ben Barkema are also 
legitimate threats in the passing game. 
Moses had a huge finish to the 06 season, 
but missed all of spring practice because 
of injury. 

‘Transfer Wallace Franklin, a 6-3 burn- 
er from Butler (Kan.) Community 
College, is also someone to keep an eye 
on. 


DEFENSE 


If there's one thing to get excited about 
with Iowa State's defense, it’s that it can 
only get better. It was downright awful 
a year ago. 

The Cyclones allowed 30.8 points 
a game (11th in Big 12), 238.5 passing 
yards (11th), 153.8 rushing yards (11th), 
26 touchdown passes (12th) and 
a 72.5 percent completion rate (12th) 
while intercepting just six passes (12th). 

Enter Chizik, one of the game's bright- 
est defensive minds, Granted, it was at 
Texas and Auburn, but Chizik’s defenses 
were among the toughest to move the ball 
on. 

“Te gets you fired up,” linebacker Alvin 
Bowen said. “You know that he’s been 
there already and he knows what he’s talk- 
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damicah Bass, RB 

The nation’s No. 15 junior college prospect, four-star all purpose back 
Bass made a late December pledge to the Cyclones. Bass may not have the 
eligibility of a high schoo! player, but should make an instant impact for 
lowa State. Bass was originally from Florida and held scholarship offers 
from the likes of Colorado, Ole Miss, N.C. State and Oregon State 


Phillip Bates, QB 

Bates is one of the more heralded players in Nebraska and he turned 
down offers from other big-time schools to play quarterback at lowa 
State, While his style might not totally fit what new coach Gene Chizik 


wants, he definitely gives the Cyclones a good dual-threat option at 
quarterback for the future. 


Allen Bell, DB 

Bell had been a long time Ole Miss commitment, but late in the process 
the new coaches at lowa State got involved and got him to make a January 
official visit. That visit later led him to switch and sign with the Cyclones. 
He is the lockdown cover corner that has been missing in Ames the past 


e 
6 
2 
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few seasons. 
Name Pi STARS Homerown Scuoot 
ALVAREZ, Alex O 6-3, Kilgore, TX Kilgore College 


Enrolled in January. ... Started at left tackle at Kilgore as a sophomore. 
defensive tackle and offensive tackle at League City (Texas) Clear Creek High. 


BASS, Jamicah RB 61,210 ooo Torrance, CA ElCamino CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 15 overall junior college prospect, ... Signed with N.C. State out of 
Longwood (Fla.) Lyman before transferring to El Camino, ... Rushed for more than 1,200 
yards and 13 touchdowns at El Camino. 


BATES Phillip QB 62,189 ooo 
Rivals.com’s No, 2 overall prospect in Nebraska. ... No. 16 dual-threat quarterback 
nationally. ... Passed for 2,963 yards in two seasons. ... Father Phillip Bates, Sr., played 
fullback at Nebraska and in the NFL. 


IBAYSINGER, Trey OL 66,280 oo Dallas, TX Carter 
All-District. ... Father was All-State at Dallas Carter. ... Clocked at five seconds in 40-yard 
dash. 


BELL, Allen DB 6-2, 190 © —_ Independence, KS Independence CC 
Rivals,com’s No. 56 overall junior college prospect. ... All-conference defensive honor- 
able mention. ... Averaged 23 yards per kickoff return and 18 yards per punt return. 


BELL, Cameron RB 6-1,210 oo Round Rock, TX Stony Point 
Rushed for 909 yards and 11 touchdowns in seven games as a senior, ... Averaged 6.4 
yards per carry. ... Two-time first-team All-Conference. ... Rushed for 1,200 yards as 
‘a junior, 


BIBBS, Michael 1B 6-1,225 oo Wesson, MS Copiah-Lincoln CC 
All-State in junior college. ... Had 69 tackles, three tackles for a loss and tow forced 
tumbles. ... Played wide receiver as a freshman at Copiah-Lincoln, 


BLACK, Jerrod OT 62,280 oo Houston, TX Cypress Falls 
Had 121 tackles, 20 tackles for a loss and eight sacks as a senior. ... Had 66 tackles and 
{four sacks as a junior. 


BLAES, Joe OL 62,290 coo Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville CC 
Rivals.com’s No, 58 overall junior college prospect. ... Enrolled in January. ... Junior 
college second-team All-American as a sophomore. ... First-team All-Conference. 


BROWN, Fabian 1B 6-3,230 CoO — DesMoines,IA Roosevelt 
Rivals.com’s No. 6 overall prospect in lowa. ... No. 69 outside linebacker nationally. ... 
Had 75 tackles, seven tackles for a loss a sack as a senior. 


Started at 


‘Omaha, NE North 


CARPENTER, James OL 644,302 oo Hephzibah, GA 
All-Area, ... Started at tackle, but projects as a guard. ... Standout special teams player. 
DEDRICK, Doug OL 65, oo Scottsdale, AZ Scottsdale CC 


Started 20 games at Scottsdale at offensive tackle. ... All-State offensive lineman as 


a senior at Tempe (Ariz.) Corona Del Sol. 


‘Average Stars 


6Ooce 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 59 


2008 (1EEDS 


lowa State needs a major infusion of team 
speed all over the field. Whether it's at run- 
ning back, receiver, linebacker or defensive 
back, it's clear that the Cyclones need 
athletes that can keep up with the speed of 
the rest of the Big 12, 


Fabian Brown, LB 

Brown, out of Des Moines Roosevelt, 
was a player that lowa State found at 
their summer camp. The 6-3, 230- 


Big 12:11 
pounder impressed the Cyclone 
‘coaches with his ability to get all over 
the field, turn, run and make big 
impacts with the ball carrier. With his 
size, he might even end up putting his 
hand on the ground at defensive end, 
but in the end it might not matter 
because the ‘Clones definitely found 
themselves a heck of a steal 


Name Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars HomeTown ‘Scoot 


FRANKLIN, Collin TE 66,230 oo Santa Clarita, CA College othe Canyons 
Had six catches for 74 yards as freshman at College of the Canyons. ... Played defen- 
sive tackle at Simi Valley (Calif.) as a senior. 


FRANKLIN, Wallace WR 63,175 ooo El Dorado, KS Butler CC 
Junior college All-American. ... Caught 24 passes for 514 yards and seven touchdowns. 
..» Originally signed with Nebraska, 


GREEN, Anthony 1B 6-0,220 oo Missouri City, TX. Fort Bend Marshall 
Had 80 tackles and three forced fumbles as a senior. ... District first-team All-Defense. 
KELLMAN, Randy DE 64,261 oo Kissimmee, FL_ Celebration 


All-District and All-Region, ... First Division | player from Celebration. ... Originally from 
London, England. 


KLEREKOPER, Joseph = OL 66,300 00 Longview, TX Pine Tree 
Second-team All-District. ... Started two years at offensive tackle and one year at defen- 
sive tackle 


LYLE, Christopher DE 64,255 ooo  ElDorado,KS Butler CC 
Honorable mention All-Conference, ... Had 31 tackles and six sacks at Butler CC. 
MATHIS, Curtiz 1B 63,215 oo Harvey, IL Thorton Township 
All-State and All-Conference. ... Had 82 tackles, seven tackles for a loss and five forced 
fumbles. 

MATTHEWS, A.J. DB 63,185 oo Clearwater, FL Countryside 


Could play safety or outside linebacker. ... Had 107 tackles, 16 tackles for a loss and six 
sacks as a senior. ... Forced four fumbles and had two interceptions. 


McMAHON, Joe OL 64,29 oo90 Joliet, IL doliet JC 
Junior college All-American. ... First-team All-Conference and All-Region. Helped 
Joliet (Ill.) Downer’s Grove North High to Class 4A state title as senior. 

OSEMELE, Kelechi OL 65,2988 ooo Houston, TX Langham Creek 
Projects as offensive tackle. ... Benches 315 pounds. ... Squats 370. ... Two-year 
starter. 

‘SANDVIG, Alex WR 60,168 oo West Des Moines, 1A Valley 
Rivals.com’s No. 7 overall prospect in lowa. .., First-team All-Conference. ... Had 38 
catches for 632 yards and five touchdowns as a senior. 

TATE, Michael DT 65,285 ooo — Brenham,TX — Blinn CC 


Redshirted one season at Arkansas before transferring to Blinn. ... 
college national title team. 


WEIR, Chris OT 63,270 co 
Played high school football at Miami Beach (Fla) 
a loss, six sacks and two forced fumbles. 


Played on junior 


Independence, KS Independence CC 
Had 52 tackles, 10 tackles for 
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NOTEBOOK 


NES SPRING 


SS - 


Hin Wr CuAst Howry Howsrows he words that come out of players’ mouths isn’t 
96 AUSTIN ALBURTIS DL 6-2 266 Fr _Dallas, TK 46 KRIS MEANS 1B_ 60 234 _Fr_Grand Junction, 00 the language coach Gene Chizik is most inter- 
71_AUEXAWAREZ OL _6.2 290 So League City, TK 18 NATEMECHAEISEN 0B 62 209 Sr Kamar batty ie met 
4 AUSTEN ARWAUD B63 222_‘r_ Ames In his eyes, the body speaks loudest. 
35 CHRIS MENRNG LB 510 213 St Oak Lawn IL 3 
3600 Bans 1B 62 219 St ast Note IL "If we go down two or three touchdowns, does 
eae 9 USEPHL MESSIAH WR 510 174 _Or_Betendot their body language change?” Chizik said. 
7 BRETMEYER QB 63 204 St _ alate “That'll tell you right quick what they think of 
2 O_O themselves and our football team. Championshi 
66 _30E BLAES OL_62 297 dx Chey KS 2. DERRON MONTGOMERY WR 6-1 176 Fr Gand, TX themselves ‘anor footeal eam haps 
a ea STE ILA NOES A WRG eH they have‘a chance to comebackand win’ 
15 AUINBOVEN __1B 62 216 _St_East Oranges) _ 90 PATRICK NEAL __—DL_6-0 234 r_West Des Moines ® This isn’t the first time ISU's top three coach- 
SEE SSeS SCO ea 37 MICHAEL CONNELL DB 60 200 Fr _Cdar Rapids es have been together on the same staff. 
13 MIKE BRANDTER P61 208 So _Bettndot zi ‘ i 
: Te ee Chizik, offensive coordinator Robert McFarland 
§_ CHRIS BROWN _DB_§.10'171_ Gunes. TE and defensive coordinator Wayne Bolt all were 
10 ADAMCARPER 1B 63 216 dr Clarinda Ae MLETN Te Fad Sk Dinga members of Clemson's coaching staff during the 
84 DERRICK CATLETT TE 6-4 251 So _ Fort Collins, CO 32 _ JOSH RAVEN LB 511221 So Fort Myers, FL 1988 and ‘89 seasons, The Tigers, under head 
25 ZAK CHE WR 60 187 _fr_Rochester MY 71_ATHYBA RUBDN——_DL_63 321 Sr_Fensacola FL coach Danny Ford, went 20-4 in those years and 
33 JOECOWKLIN DB 5.10 174 So Davenport or Ee ee won the Citrus and Gator bowls. 
37 BRET CULBERTSON PK 66.179 Si Des Maines Takia cade RoW) Ca kd ce Chizik and McFarland also worked together at 
75 DOUG DEDRICK OL _64 271 So Tempe, AZ Central Florida and Stephen F. Austit 
STEVEN EBNER FB 540 228 St Sioux ity IT ASO SCALES ERE 28207 Ne“ Woeh Le eto © Chizik is a longtime defensive coordinator and 
25 ERAN ERWEUIND FB 5-14 251 So Conpus Cis Te «70 TOMSCHMRING OL 6-3 295 Ot Atlante first-time head coach, so you could understand if 
34 BRADY ERVIN DB _62 205 Eden Pie, «24 _‘DERICSCHMIDGALL 1B 61 203 So Lincoln, NE he is a little apprehensive about relinquishing 
ay PER RBIGNY TLE POE RT eT a ee one control of the defense, Not so much, he said, 
si_EuAN cK 1B 60 185 So Michalle McFarland (offense) and Bolt (defense) will 
11 CHRIS SINGLETON DB 5.10 191 ak _ Fort Myers ML eaterattartcny 
(62_ NATE FRERE DL 62 306 So Muscati I 
oo air = rats 66 _ KYLE SUFKA DL 62 262 Fr _Cresco "T have to have somebody to blame it on,”” 
= : 2 Chizik joked. “I'l have my input, but on game day 
i ea eae ee a 61 MICKSLORIDSKY OL 62 305 _9r_Naperdl relies y inp game day 
19 JOSH GREBAINY ——PK_5-8 207 Sk_lowa ty eS ee eee ee *« Like most of ISU's returning players, loyalty to 
57_MATTGROCHALA LB _59 202 _Fr_Des Moines 54 JESSESMITH LB 6.0233 So_Atoona farina conch Dan WicCantey andl grassistants Was 
82 MARQUIS HAMILTON WR_63.217 So _Okahona Cty OK 59 seaNsMmTH OL 64 266. Fr Widvood, MD high. 
2A HARA 8 60183 $_Hombolit 65 PATRICK STENBACH OL 6-8 304 _Fr_Aba Some have left the program. Most have stayed. 
22 __ JASON HARRIS RB 5-11 208 Jr Clearwater, FL. i 
AND Ee Quarterback Austen Amaud grew up in Ames and 
99 NICK HOWE DL_63 260_Sr_State Center was close to McCarey and quarterbacks coach 
67 _MATTHULBERT OL 6-7 260 fr _Ankeny $9, CARON STRETT “US 651396 “Daria Todd Fitch. 
20 BRANDON HUNLEY DB 511 201 _9r__Grandview, MO 5 Rd.SUMRALL WR 6 200 _dr_Oando, FL Arnaud, a redshirt freshman, said he had no 
41 CHASEHURMIG——_DL_63 239 _fr_ul 47 XURMSTHWUOR —_DL_6-2 255 _ or Fort Dodge thoughts about transferring to another school. 
21 BAILEY JOHNSON _DL_63 265 Fr Homewood. “49 RICKY THOWPSON RB 5-9 209 ty Ames ares my town,” he said. “I don't know where 
60 BRANDON JOHNSON OL 6-3 309 Jr__ Rushville, NE else to go. 
76 LEE TIBBS OL 6-4 315 Sr _Oklahoma City, OK a ‘ . 
21 JOSH JOHNSON RB 5-11 216 So Ponca ity, OK = ® Beset by injury and inexperience a year ago, 
3 _ STEVE JOHNSON DB 5.11 196 So Dent, cD so _suioov mans _TE_64 254 _Si_Southlaiehiow ch | SU's defense was one of the worst in the Big 12 
<6 HOUSTON SMES WR 61.1827 So Olaona Gy, OF 74 _OEVANSTION L646 209 Xr Ham Lae 20 and all of college football. 
52_ MIKE KNAPP (OL_63 271 So West Des Moines 79 _JOSEVARGAS OL_63 327 Fe Sulphur Springs, Tk Ttll get a boost this fall with a handful of key 


players back at full strength. Linebacker Adam 


one ee ete oN Carper (knee), defensive end Kurtis Taylor (knee) 
San = Eee 55 _ ANTHONY WALKER Ol. 6-2 240 St _ Spencer Ok and James Smith (ankle) all are starter material. 
d 7 DREXARD WALLIS DB 5-11 175 So _Benuwont, TK Defensive end Rashawn Parker played well in 


11 CHRIS MAHOSKT PK $410 178 So Bettendorf 
26 TAYLOR MANSFIELD FB_6-1 255 Fr_Deconh 
9) DEVIN MCDOWELL _DB_5-9 174 _Fr_Gavland, TX 45 _DAVID WONDERS __DS_6-0 224 _Fr_Waule 
46 CONWOR MCMAHON PK 5-11 221 Fr Faifild 17 soe. amex WR 62 199 So _Ubysses, NE 


24 JAKEWILLIAMS —_WR_62 105 fr _West Des Moines the first half of last season, then hit the freshman 
wall and never got back up. 


(4-8, 1-7) 


A, 


) Att Yus 1D Long Yds/G 
] 874 44 


Name Gain Loss Net ug TD Long Yds/6 
i : 52a 49 2 58 654 


at lowa 17-27 


on L 
L at Texas 14-37 
B. Meyer w NORTHERN IOWA 28-27 
RECEIVING JUTT . r @ NEBRASKA 14-28 
ie y L at Oklahoma 
@ 


Results 


3 
at Kansas State “10-31 


Gan) Tackles: A s 


at Colorado 16-33 


Interceptions: C 
Sacks: S. Moorehe: 


Tackles for loss: B.C 
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BRET MEYER 


ing about.” 


Bowen is the Cyclones’ most valuable 


defensive asset. The senior led college 


football with 12.92 tackles a game last 


ason and oozes the physical brand of 


defense that Chizik loves. 
There 


returning with nose guard Athyba Rubin 


are some workable pieces 


clogging the middle, cornerback Chris 
Singleton on the outside and some key 
players in between returning from injury. 


Linebacker Adam Carper and defen- 


sive end Kurtis Taylor both are coming 
off knee surgery and hope to regain their 
starting spots. Carper played the first five 
games last year, and Taylor was hurt in 
the preseason. 

Seniors Caleb Berg (safety), Jon Banks 
(linebacker) and Bryce Braaksma (tackle) 
can get the job done, but are far from 
standouts. 

As with the offense, newcomers are 
being looked at for significant roles. 
Defensive back Allen Bell looks as if he 
could be the one who has the most 


impact. 
Defensive line, in particular, is an area 


ISU coaches really targeted with three 


players among the 11 transfers who 


signed in February. Chizik needs that 

component of his defense to be stout. 
“If we have defensive linemen sitting 

in the laps of our linebackers, we have no 


shot,” he said. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


It’s been a rags-to-riches story for 
kicker Bret Culbertson. Once a walk-on 
turned to out of sheer desperation, the 
senior now is among the most accurate 
kickers in school history at 75.7 percent. 
Culbertson will handle the placekicking 
duties one last time, hoping to exorcise 


some of the demons he faces because of 


critical late-game mi 


es, 
Sophomore Mike Brandtner is the 
No. 1 punter for the second consecutive 


d 


year. He was solid in '06 with a 41. 


average and no punts blocked. 


As for the return game, Milan Moses 


a 
lowa State's Winning Trend 1997-2006 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER: 


QB Bret Meyer 

Meyer is coming off a so- 
so year but remains one of 
18Us best and most expe 
enced players. The four 
year starter leads all 
Teturning Division I-A quar- 
terbacks with 7,979 yards 
of total offense. ... He is 
second to Michigan’s Chad 
Henne (7,777) with 7,348 
passing yards. ... Meyer also 
is dangerous as a runner with 631 career yards, 
sw He scored six of his nine career rushing 
touchdowns a year ago. 


WR Milan Mos 
Senior receiver is looking 
‘to finish his career with 
a bang after a productive 
end to his junior season. 
Moses caught 19 passes for 
243 yards in the final three 
games of 2006. ... He's 
recovered from Crohn's 
Disease but sat out spring 
drills with an undisclosed 
injury, «.. Moses also proved 
himself as one of the Big 12's top threats on 
‘kickoffs, averaging 21.7 yards per return. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RB Jud, Bass 
Tailback from El Camino 
(Calif.) Community College 
has a chance to win the 
starting job if he performs 
well in preseason drills... 
Bass rushed for more than 
1,200 yards and 13 touch- 
downs last season. .., He 
also caught 20 passes and 
scored twice on receptions. 
Originally signed with N.C. 
State, then picked ISU ovér Oregon State, 
Colorado and Ole Miss, among others, 
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A Game-Winner 
Would Be a Kick 


Bret Culbertson is one of the most 
accurate placekickers in Iowa State 
history. 

Unfortunately, his legacy (so far) 
won't reflect his success. 

Culbertson has earned the reputa- 
tion as a poor pressure kicker, one 
who has cost ISU more than it has 
gained. 

The senior has one final chance at 
redemption this season. He not only 
wants to keep pace with his 75.6 per- 
cent success rate, Culbertson wants 
to be staring up at the goal posts 
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with the game on the line. 


stigma that’s always seemed to stick to 
him. 

“It would be awesome,” Culbertson 
said. “That's what I'm looking for — 
to get a shot like that. But hopefully 
games aren’t that close.” 

For his career, Culbertson is 28 of 37 
on field goal tries. He’s also been suc- 
cessful on all 74 extra-point attempts. 

But it’s hard to forget the painful 
misses with games and Big 12 North 
Division championships on the line. 
Culbertson’s most famous shank was 
a badly missed chip shot in the 2004 
season finale against Missouri. That 
miss in the final minutes of regulation 


Maybe then he'll rid himself of the | 


would have capped a worst-to-first J 


season and sent the Cyclones to the 
Big 12 title game. 


A year later at Kansas, he misfired J 


on a kick that would've given ISU the 
lead on the first possession of over- 
time. 

To his credit, Culbertson has always 
faced the media after these crushing 


blows. A journalism and mass commu- § 


nications major, he would want the 


same accountability from a kicker if he J 


was seeking postgame comments. 
“No regrets,” he said. “I've had some 
heartbreakers, but I think that’s made 


Now one of the most recognizable 
players on the team, Culbertson not so 
long ago was the tall, lanky unknown 
walk-on from Des Moines who walked 
onto the field at Colorado in 2004 with- 
out a name on the back of his jersey. 

Nicknamed “Shaggy” for his resem- 
blance to the “Scooby Doo” character, 
the 6-6, 179-pound Culbertson is 
savoring his final months in uniform. 

He is changing his approach to the 
ball this season under new special 
teams coach Jay Boulware. Culbertson 
has extended his range over the past 
two years and would like to be consis- 
tent from everywhere on the field. 

“At first I was hesitant about mess- 
ing with anything, but I changed my 
steps up a bit and I feel a lot more con- 
sistent,” he said. 


j me into who I am on and off the field.” § 


showed he’s got some juice on kickoffs 
with a 21.7-yard average while filling in 
during the last half of the year. 

Fellow receiver R.J. Sumrall is the only 
Cyclone with game experience catching 
punts. Someone will have to emerge 
there. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Ten of the Cyclones’ 12 opponents 
won at least six games last season, and 
among those 10, only Kent State (6-6), 
Kansas (6-6) and Division I-AA 
Northern Iowa (7-4) did not make the 
Postseason. 

ISU’s annual game against Iowa comes 
in Week 3. That Sept. 15 meeting begins 
a brutal stretch of games. 

After playing the first three at home, 
the Cyclones play at Toledo, Nebraska and. 
Texas Tech. The next month will be just as 
difficult with league superpowers Texas 
and Oklahoma coming to Ames, followed 
by a trip to Missouri, then Kansas State at 
home. 

The start and finish aren't too bad; it’s 
the middle that could cripple the Cyclones. 


— Eric Peterson 
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MUSTANGS 


| 666 overall, 4-4 C-USA (4th, West) 
Phil Bennett — At SMU and overall: 
[babies 5 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
| 18; 9 offense, 7 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TQ WATCH 


QB Justin Willis, RB DeMyron Martin, 

RB James Mapps, WR Emmanuel Sanders, 
| DE Cory Muse, LB Reggie Carrington 
t } et 


Mthete és the prospect of good days ahead 
with 18 returning starters, and a star 

' quarterback in sophomore Justin Willis, 
who has a strong ari and can make all 
the throws. The offense will be potent, © 
including a couple of threats in the back- 
field. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Improving the ground game — especially 

in short yardage situations — is crucial. 

‘The road schedule is tricky with games at 

division foes Houston and Tulsa, as well 
as one at East favorite Southem Miss. 


TE Ryan Kennedy, WR Bobby Chase, 
DB Joe Sturdivant f 


"SMU was only a few plays away from 

ending a 22-year bowl drought last fall. 

' Bennett sees this year’s Ponies contending 
| for a conference title. At the least, they 

" should’ make a bowl game for the first 

‘time since the 1980s and could very well 

be C-USA’s surprise team in 2007. 


Ponies Keep Pushing Toward Return to Postseason 


OFFENSE 


Quarterback Justin Willis returns after 
a stellar season in which he was selected the 
Conference USA Freshman of the Ye 
Willis threw for 2,047 yards, a school- 
record 26 touchdowns and only six inter- 
ceptions. A broken hand suffered in 
January limited his spring reps, but he 
should be ready to roll for two-a-days, 
backfield, DeMyron M 
who missed five games because of injury, 


In the rein, 
still had 394 yards on 92 touches. He 
appears fully healed and will headline 
a solid group of backs that also includes 
senior Cedrick Dorsey. James Mapps, 
who earned 2006 C-USA All-Freshman 
honors, also will see time. 

The team’s top receiver, Emmanuel 


Sanders, returns after catching 46 balls for 


605 yards and nine touchdowns as a fresh- 


man, Bobby Chase leaves a void that prom- 
ising junior Columbus Givens hopes to fill. 
Givens finished last season with 306 yards 
on 22 catches and four touchdowns. 

Devin Lowery, a starting cornerback 
last season, and Zack Sledge also should 
figure in the mix. 

‘The Mustangs lose tight end Ryan 
Kennedy, but junior Vincent Chase (6-5, 
255) has the size to pick up the slack. 
He played in all 12 games last season, but 
caught only three passes for 23 yards and 
one touchdown. 

SMU returns four starters on the line, 
but there are a few changes. 

Ben Poynter moves from center to left 
tackle, while Mitch Enright is the new 
center, Returning starters Sean Lobo and 
Caleb Peveto were absent from spring 


practice due to injury, but both should be 
fine when fall practice commences. Also 
back is right tackle Kenard Burley. 


DEFENSE 


The Ponies must replace four starters 
on defense, and three of those openings 
are on the line. One returnee is second- 
team all-conference end Cory Muse, who 
played through knee problems in 2006. 

One new starter up front is Patrick 
Handy, who made two starts at end last 
year. Look for Charlie Berry to emerge at 
defensive tackle after playing 30 games at 
that spot over the past three seasons. 
Chris Parham is likely the nose guard. 

At linebacker, Reggie Carrington, 
‘Tony Hawkins and Wilton McCray are 
back for one final go-around, Last year, 
they combined for 203 tackles, five sacks 
and three interceptions, 

Secondary coach Phil Bennett essen- 
tially plays three corners, and all three are 
back in Brandon Jones, Jonathan Lindley 
and Bryan McCann. Battling for the safe- 
ty spot will be Bryce Hudman and junior 
college transfer Rock Dennis. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


All-conference punter Thomas 


Morstead will continue to handle 
the placekicking duties, while fellow 
specialist Kellis Cunningham focuses on 
kickoffs. Speedster Jessie Henderson is 
back to handle kick returns and there are 
a number of punt-return options in 
Givens, Bryan McCann, 


Emmanuel Sanders and Zack Sledge. 


Columbus 


— Steve Hunt 
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KANSAS 


"Mark Mangino — At 
eaeeads raat “35, 5 av 


08 Kony ee, 8 nM 

Derek Fine, OL Anthony Co 
| DI dames McClinton, LB Mike River 
See 1 


i Rene vieiie she Bi 
| wasn't bothering him, Dexton a 

‘Marcus Henry and Derek Fine provi 
solid receiving targets. 


“There isn't a leat-cut a 
ptenlace workhot RB J Co 
| pass defense was last in Divist 


A pass Tush i is sorely needed, 
"Jaines McClinton has pects i 
“capable up front. 


a 
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"year, and it was a total sen jee 


Leaders’ Mantra: Get Fired Up and Fight to the Finish 


oe coach Mark Mangino calls it 
“the 800-pound gorilla.” 

And if that primate translates to the 
Jayhawks playing with a chip on their 
shoulders in 2007, then something good 
will come from that extra weight. 

Despite being bowl eligible in 2006 
with a 6-6 mark, the Jayhawks did not 
receive a postseason invitation, ending 
a frustrating season and making an offsea- 
son filled with early-morning conditioning 
and strength training that much longer. 

‘The Jayhawks enter the season more 
informed of the terms “bowl eligible” and 
“bowl bound.” And they're out to make 
sure there's no difference this time around. 

“If that’s not motivation for you, 
you're in the wrong sport,” Mangino said. 


“You should pick something else up.” 

An incredible string of fall-from-ahead 
losses defined the ’06 campaign, Kansas 
had a second-half lead in five of its six 
setbacks, including an amazing collapse at 
Baylor when a 35-17 lead with 10 min- 
utes left turned into a 36-35 heartbreaker. 

“We're disappointed, because we had 
opportunities to win games that we did 
not,” Mangino said. “We were angered by 
it, and we're determined to get it right.” 

So what's the first step? 

Shoring up the woeful pass defense — 
last in Division I-A in ’06 — would be 
a start. Replacing All-Big 12 running back 
Jon Cornish must bea top priority. Keeping 
key players healthy, like quarterback Kerry 
Meier, would also help matters. 

But personnel concerns are only so 
much. The Jayhawks sometimes seemed 


to take second-half leads and hold on for 
dear life, instead of putting the oppo- 
nents away with authority. 

Attitude, more than talent, was a prob- 
lem, and it kepe the Jayhawks home for 
the holidays. 


Looking for leaders, several of the experi- 


enced players — like cornerback Aqib Talib 
and defensive tackle James McClinton — 
are making note of it for 2007. 

hi 


“Ray Lewis, he ha eam fired up 


the whole game,” Talib said of the 


Baltimore Ravens linebacker. “Four quar- 
ters. That's my job.” 

football was the 
University of Kansas’ downfall in 2006, 


ks’ goal in 2007. 


Four-quarter 


It’s the Jayha 


OFFENSE 

Ed Warinner — a former offensive line 
coach at KU — has moved back to 
Lawrence to take over coordinator duties, 
and he's bringing new ideas that might stay 
a secret until Sept. 1, While a dramatic 
makeover isn't expected, there will be some 
changes in an offense that often sputtered. 

“Td say probably no more than 50 per- 
cent of it is new stuff,” Mangino said dur- 
ing the spring. “There's a lot of stuff we 
retained. It’s not a completely overhauled 
offense.” 

Part of what did change, though, is 
a system now designed to tone down the 
cerebral part of the quarterback’s game. 
The Jayhawks have two sophomores — 
Kerry Meier and Todd Reesing — atop 
the depth chart, and the goal is to make 
the mental aspect less taxing so the 
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execution come! ier. 

Meier and Reesing both played last 
year as freshmen, and both showed bright 
sparks and frustrating funks throughout 
their playing time, 

Meier is the incumbent and frontrun- 
ner for the job, throwing 13 touchdown 
p 
plagued freshman season. Bigger and 


sand 10 interceptions in an injury- 


stronger than Reesing, Meier is a better 
running quarterback. Reesing, however, 
is better at improvising and might have 
the stronger arm. 

The bigger question on offense is this: 
Who can replace departed running back 
Jon Cornish? 


The answer is nobody 
body. 
Making up for Cornish’s 1,457 rush- 


and every- 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 176.4 ypy rushing (4th in Big 12/19th in NCAA), 197.7 ypg passing (Sth/GOth), 374.1 ypg total offense (7th/33rd), 29.0 ppg (7th/2Sth) 


QB Kerry Meier So. Solid when healthy, but can he stay healthy? Todd Reesing, So, 
RB Jake Sharp So. Quick and elusive, but can he be a workhorse? Angus Quigley, So, 
FB Brandon McAnderson* _St._Great blocker and decent ball-carrier. ‘Sam Archer, So. 
WR _ Dexton Fields* dr. Team leader in receptions; KU's most reliable target. Tertavian Ingram, Fr, 
WR Marcus Henry* Sr. Great wide receiver body starting to live up to hype. Marcus Herford, Jr, 
TE _ Derek Fine* Sr. Primarily a blocker, but also has great hands. Marc Jones, Sr. 

LT Anthony Collins* Jr, Switching from right tackle; Kansas’ mosttalented lineman. __lan Wolfe, Fr, 

LG Adrian Mayes Jt. Native Kansan climbs to top of depth chart. Matt Darton, Jr. 

C Ryan Cantrell dr. Played sparingly last year but has past experience. John Marshall, Fr. 
RG Chet Hartley Jr. — Junior college transfer brings immediate impact, Rameses Arceo, Jr. 
RT Cesar Rodriguez” Sr. Swapping spots with Collins after two years at left tackle, lan Wolfe, Fr. 
*Returning starter 


STARTER. 
Russell Brorsen* Jf 


COMMENT 


Nota freak athlete, but consistently makes plays. 


/94th), 26.5 pg (Sth’8tst) 


Jeff Wheeler, So, 


OT James McClinton* Sr. Should compete for first-team All-Big 12 honors, Caleb Blakesley, So, 
DT Todd Haselhorst Jf, Injury-plagued career getting back on track. dustin Pessetto, Fr. 
DE — John Larson J, Walk-on made an unexpected impact in 2006, Max Onyegbule, Fr, 
LB James Holt Jf, — Weight-room fanatic back after foot injury, Jake Schermer, So. 
LB Mike Rivera” Jf. Best athlete on unit; has a mean streak about him, Joe Mortensen, Jr.” 
LB Arist Wright’ So. Teammates call him most improved on defense, Olaitan Oguntodu, So. 
CB Agib Talib* Jt, One of the top cornerback talents in college football. Gary Green, Jr. 

CB Kendrick Harper Jf. Junior college transfer wasted little time standing out. Anthony Webb, So.* 
SS Tang Bacheyie Jr. Canadian has decent size, athleticism. Patrick Resby, Jr. 

FS Darrell Stuckey So. — Injury-riddled rookie season ended strongly. Sadiq Muhammed, Sr.* 
“Returning starter 


ing yards likely will require help from the 
Meier included. 
Fullback Brandon McAnderson will get 


entire backfield. — 


more carries, and tailback duties will have 
to go young players. 

Speedy sophomore Jake Sharp is an 
clusive playmaker. Angus Quigley, recov- 
ering from an injury, is another option. 
So, too, is freshman Donte Bean. 

Most of the pass-catching options 
return, That includes tight end Derek 
Fine and receivers Dexton Fields, Marcus 
Henry and Marcus Herford. 


DEFENSE 


Pointing fingers for a horrific pass 
defense can often — and unfairly — 
mean exclusively blaming the secondary. 

While KU’s secondary had its share of 


faults last season, the problem started up 


front with the lack of a pass rush, and it 
continued to the linebacker play. 

“Any time you can put pressure on the 
quarterback, that’s your number one pass 
defense,” Mangino said. 

“Force him to make quick decisions. 
Force him to throw the ball before he'd 
really like to. I think that’s the first line of 
pass defense. It’s important to have some 
speed off the edge.” 

‘That said, an entire upgrade is neces- 
sary for the Jayhawks and it requires 
a need for rapid maturation. Only one 


senior defensive tackle James 
McClinton — projects to start on 
defense, with the large majority of con- 
tributors being sophomores and juniors. 


However, KU’s defense does have 
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JAYHAWKS RECRUITING 20. 


Ryan Murphy, DB 

Like last year, the highest-ranked pickup for the Jayhawks was 
a cornerback, and he wasn't far away. Lawrence (Kan.) Free State's 
Ryan Murphy, rated as the nation’s No. 19 corner, made a summer- 
time commitment to KU and never looked back. As a do-it-all athlete, 
he rushed for 600 yards and threw for 1,662 more as a junior. 


Patrick Reshy, DB 

Another player expected to help bolster the defensive backtield right 
away is junior college transfer Patrick Resby. The 6-2, 195-pounder 
was one of the more heavily recruited defensive backs in the Texas 
junior college ranks. He chose Kansas over several other offers. 
He should come in and see action at one of the safety spots. 


Canmon Boyd-Anderson, RB 

KU has had a great string of running backs under Mark Mangino and 
Boyd-Anderson could be next inline. One of the most explosive rush- 
ers in Texas, the Jacksonville, Texas, star was a big-time recruiting 
catch, Explosive, strong, fast and physical, Boyd-Anderson has the 
tools to be special in KU’s attack. 


SF NEWCOMERS OF MiPrET 


Name Pos. _Hr., Wr, _ STARS 


BARFIELD, Isiah ATH 60,175 oo 
Rivals.com’s No. 14 overall prospect in Kansas. 
back. ... Two-time All-League defensive back. .. 
ing yards and 600 kick return yards as a senior. 


/BOYD-ANDERSON, Cannon RB 6-1,200 ©@@ Jacksonville, TX Jacksomwille 
Rivals.com’s No. 77 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 36 running back nationally. ... 
First-team All-District. ... Rushed for 1,674 yards and 18 touchdowns as a senior. 


BRISCOE, Dezmon WR 62,180 ©@@ — CedarHill, TX Cedar Hill 
First-team All-District. ... Caught 37 passes for 708 yards and 11 touchdowns as 
fa senior. ... Played on state championship team as a senior. 


DAVIS, Anthony DB 5-11,18% ©oo  — Tulsa,OK —_East Central 
Rivals.com’s No. 15 overall prospect in Oklahoma, ... No. 53 cornerback nationally. 
District defensive MVP, ... Two-time All-State. ... Had seven interceptions as a senior. 
Led state with 12 interceptions as a junior. 


Hometown ‘Scuoot 


Haven, KS Haven 
Three-time All-Conference running 
Rushed for 500 yards, had 304 receiv- 


DORSEY, Patrick DT 5-11,263 oo 
Rivals.com’s No. 68 defensive tackle nationally. . 
{three district championship teams, ... All-Greater Houston. 


DUDLEY, Drew 1B 62,212 oo College Station, TX Consolidated 
Rivals.com’s No. 27 inside linebacker nationally. ... Third-team All-State. ... District 
defensive MVP, ... Had 128 tackles and eight sacks as a senior. 


FOSTER, Steven RB 6-3,230 @ 
Rivals.com’s No. 8 prospect in Kansas. ... No. 12 fullback nationally. ... Four-time| 
All-State as running back and linebacker. ... Rushed for 1,768 yards and 22 touchdowns as| 
a senior. ... Holds school record for career rushing yards and career tackles. 


HARPER, Kendrick DB 5-10,187 o ElDoratio, KS Butler 6. 
Rivals.com's No. 89 overall junior college prospect. ... Had six interceptions at Butler in 
2006. 


Yates 
.. Played on 


Sedgwick, KS — Setlgwick 


HARRIS, Chris ATH 6-0,180 oo 
All-State defensive back. ... District Player of the Year. .. 
interceptions as a senior. ... Had 839 receiving yards. . 
lonship team. 


HARTLEY, Chet OL 6-4,310 © ElDorado,KS Butler €C 
Rivals.com's No. 69 overall junior college prospect. ... Played left tackle at Butler. ... 
Could play guard, 


Bixty, OK Bixby 
Had 61 tackles and four 
Played for district champi-| 


HATCH, Jeremiah OL 63,301 © Dallas, TX Carter 
Rivals.com’s No. 14 center nationally. ... All-State as a senior. ... All-District as a junior. 
Played on four consecutive district championship teams, 


Average Stars 


oo000 
66006 1 


13 
66000 : 
Three-star Tulsa (Okla.) East Central | Total Stars 59 


cornerback Anthony Davis had an 
astounding 19 interceptions over the 
past two seasons. His offers didn't 
show it, as his only other was from 
Tulsa. However, that was not based on 
ability but rather grades, He could be 
@ guy to watch out for in the next 
couple of years 


2OGB (7EEDS 


Defensive line will be a big deal for Kansas in 
2008. They need more depth — especially at 
defensive tackle. More help at linebacker and 
receiver are also much needed. 


Name Pos. Hr, Wr, Stars 


‘HOGE, Stephen K 64,200 © 
Rivals.com’s No, 21 overall prospect in Oklahoma. 


HomeTown Scuoot. 


Oklahoma Gity Putnam City North 
No. 17 kicker nationally. 


Allstate in 2004 and 2006. ... Made 25 of 30 career field goal attempts. ... Had 85 per- 
cent of kickoffs for touchbacks. 
JOHNSON Jt, Richard §DE 6-4, 255 © Jefferson City, MO 


Rivals.com’s No. 16 overall prospect in Missouri. ... No. 47 strongside defensive end 
nationallHad 68 tackles, 14 tackles for a loss and five sacks as a senior. 


LAPTAD, Jake DE 6-4,215 © deniks, OK Jenks 

Started at tight end and defensive end, ... Second-team All-State at defensive end as 
a senior. ... Had 39 solo tackles and 12.5 sacks as a senior. ... Played on three district 
championship teams. 


LEWIS, Rell ATH 5-10,180 ooo  — Muskogee, OK Muskogee 
Rivals.com’s No. 19 overall prospect in Oklahoma. ... All-State. ... District Offensive 
Mvp. ... Passed for 1,400 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior. ... Rushed for more 
than 1,200 yards and 14 touchdowns as a junior. 


MURPHY, Brian RB 58,163 oo Lawrence, KS Free State 
Rivals.com’s No. 16 overall prospect in Kansas. ... Non-scholarship athlete. 
All-State, ... Rushed for 1,095 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. ... Rushed for 


more than 1,000 yards as a junior. ... Twin of Kansas signee Ryan Murphy. 


‘MURPHY, Ryan DB 5-10,171 oo@@  Lawrence,KS Free State 
Rivals.com’s No. 3 overall prospect in Kansas, .,. No. 19 comerback nationally... First= 
team All-State quarterback. ... Second-team All-State defensive back. ... Had 2,984 
yards of total offense as a senior. ... Intercepted eight career passes. 


RESBY, Patrick DB 62,195 ©o@ — Corsicana,TX Navarro CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 51 overall junior college prospect. ... Projects as strong safety. 
SPIKES, Jeff OL 65,318 oo Painesville, 0H © Harvey 
First-team All-State. ... Averaged double-double per game in basketball. 

SPRINGER, Justin 1B 6-4,220 ooo ——_LosFresnos, TX LosFresnos 


Rivals.com’s No. 39 inside linebacker nationally. ... District Defensive Player of the Year. 
Had 140 tackles, seven sacks and three interceptions as a senior. 


‘STEWARD, Ad. QB 6-4,210 © St Louis, M0 Riverview Gardens 
Rivals.com’s No. 22 overall prospect in Missouri... First-team All-State defensive back. 
... Passed for 1,577 yards and rushed for 1,087 yards as a senior. ... Accounted for 33 
total touchdowns. 


WILSON, Johnatian = WR 63,185 oo Houston, TX — Klein Forest 
Honorable mention All-State. .. Caught 34 passes for 784 yards and 12 touchdowns as 
a senior 
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JAYHAWKS SPRING ROSTER ps NOTEBOOK 


No. Name Pos. He. Wr. Ciass Homrrown No. Nant he Jayhawks will have three new faces among 


their coaching staff, though only one lacked 
any direct tie to Kansas before being hired. 

Ed Warinner is the new offensive coordinator 
after serving as offensive line coach at Illinois 
for the past two years. Prior to his stint in 
Champaign, Warinner spent two seasons as 
offensive line coach at Kansas, where he was 
popular among his players. Wariner replaces 
44 OLAMTAN OGUNTODU 1B 6.0 200 So Mesquite, TK veteran Nick Quartaro, who left coaching. 

Another familiar face, Je’Ney Jackson, signed 
on to be cornerbacks coach. A decorated player 
sat Ga at Wyoming in the mid ‘90s, Jackson worked as 
Shawnee a strength coach for the Jayhawks the past two 
years. 

Steve Tovar is the new linebackers coach after 
most recently serving as an assistant for the 
Miami Dolphins. Even he has a tie, though not so 


90 RICHARD ALSPAUGH DE_63 225 x _Oveiand Pack 35 RADINMERDESN 
56 KAYLANDERSON 1S 62 225 So Tile, OF 3 es wooo 
75 MARCUS ANDERSON OL_64 285 S¢_Calland CA 

67 _RAMESES ARCEO OL 6-4 205 de Whitin, CA 

28 SAMARCHER B61 220 So_MePhenon 

36 TANG BACHE S61 205 de Winds Ontario 
UM _DOEBEAN RB 5-9 180 Fr 
94 CALEB BLAKESIEY DL 6-5 285 So 
47_MATTBOUWE WR 510175 Fr 
432400 BRANGTETTER_K_5.10175 Fr 
81 RUSSELL BRORSEN DE 64 238 Stier, O 
37 MICAH BROWN WR 6.0 178 So Keamey. NE 

38 _RAVMOND BROWN WR 63 200 Xr _ St.Louis, MO 
50 RYANCANTRELL OL 63 285 r_ Sugarland. Te 


10 KERRY METER 


8 JOE MORTENSEN 


27_ Savin MUHAMMED 


52_ JAMAL MURRAY 


47__MANWEL ONVEGE 


Aslington, TX 


9 RAIMOND PENDLETON 
USTIN PESSETTO 
19 REECE PETTY 


22 _ ANGUS QUIGLEY 


18 _ XAVIER RAMBO 


59 SALCARRA OL 63 205 Fr Kana Gy MO : : 

= daa ieee obvious — he was an All-American at Ohio State 
28 CHRIS CLAVSON $510 140 Fr_ Montoomery. Tk and played under assistant coach Bill Young. 
78 ANTHONY COLLINS OL 6-6 300 dr _Benumont, Tk 5 ToOD REESING Young is now KU’s defensive coordinator. 


3¢ Humble * Running back Angus Quigley slowly worked 
his way back into the mix during the spring after 


2e_xVLE DAMS 5-10 178 So _ Overland Park 7 PARK RESBY =—'S& 


88 _DEXTON FIELDS 60 200 Dallas, TK 


September. That ended his redshirt freshman 


19 _BRIAN SEYMOUR 


P 
70 WATTDARTON OL 66 305 He SunDiegn Ag) MKERIRA i Sanmbe : ewig dug 2 
37 SUOLYDEEAM TE 63 20 MietGuOK 5 Gusaoma @ 67 mw lane a ats Sees leg sarina ppeseRso 
SO 1 ee Be See sae suse s0n3eum2 Quigley suffered from a severely torn muscle 
16 BRANDON DUNCAN LB 61 210 So _Gafand TE in his thi 
2 Ss in his thigh, and was forced to have surgery last 
= 


season before it even began. Despite months of 


85 _DEREC ANE 63 25 St _Salsan O 
a _JRROSTER__WR 62 195 Se Cudar Rapids A «_1_JAKESHAR grueling rehabilitation, Quigley still wasn’t 100 
ah ee ee percent for spring practices, though he's shoot- 


ing to be by August. 

* Construction on the $31 million Anderson 
Family Football Complex — being built adjacent 
to Memorial Stadium — is underway. The two- 


99 JAMALGRENE DE 6-4 265 Fr_KansasCity 
61 _TANHANDSHY 1B 6.1235 So 
24 KENDRICK HARPER DB 5-10 187 Jr Hartwell. GA 


DEREK SPEARS 


26 _ PHILLIP STROZIER 


2% _baRge Tuo te ree a 
79 GUETHARTIEY —_OL_64 310 Kingman story building will feature offices, locker rooms, 
3 AB f i 
72 TODD HASELHORST DL 64 300 Olathe @ weight room, training rooms and many other 
: See 7 UREN amenities, and will help the Jayhawks catch up 
SESE _R 64 20 Staton = with other Big 12 facilities in the facilities arms 
13 MARCUSHERFORD WR 6-3 210 Jr __DeSoto, TX 95 _JASON THOMPSON race. 
12 UaMESHOLT 63 200 SrA, OF 46 _ STN TEORNTON Along with the building, two football practice 
9 TERIAMANINGRAN WR 60 165 fr Tampa, 5 WENO PF Bas fields will be developed next to Memorial 
33 DENGAN B59 205 _y Lem Soa Cae ae = Stadium, making the area in the middle of the 
nial: ae Hone GE campus the centralized home of Kansas football. 
; 3s somwas kK Se Tus, Of * Kansas and Missouri agreed to move the 
3 _IGNIASON _DE 63 215 Shawnee Mion ER WHER DE 67 260 So Houten, Border War rivalry game to Arrowhead Stadium in 
17 _TWLERLAVRENCE QB 63 205 _r_ Shawnee = Kansas City, Mo., for the next two seasons. The 
51 DAKOTALEWIS 1B 61 206 Fr Sulphur OK — Reais Ch move was controversial, but financially benefi- 
=a SaaS SS Se Re 8 a Fr Fart Clin © cial — each school will get a $1 million payout 
2 Ree es ee aha by the Kansas City Chiefs for each of the games. 


66 ADRIANMAYES OL 63 300 dr 


1B 60 215 i Tope 


(6-6, 2-6) 
Att Int Pct TD Long Yds/ 


84 10 565 a1 NORTHWESTERN STATE 49-18 
TL-MONROE 211g 
at Toledo 201 31-37 
SOUTH FLORIDA 137 
at Nebraska oT 32-39 
TEXAS ABM 18-21 
OKLAHOMA STATE 32-42 
at Baylor ~~ 85-36 
COLORADO 20-15 

at lowa State a1-10 
KANSAS STATE 39-20 


Results 


Yds Avg TD Long Yus/E 
104 a) 
10, 


4 
a 
4 
3 
3 
N 
3 
g 


DEF LEADERS Ba 
Interceptions: A 
Sacks: J. McClinton 6 


L 


Ta 
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experience. All-Big 12 cornerback Aqib 
Talib could be an All-American by sea- 
son’s end, while defensive back Anthony 
Webb finished last season as a freshman 
starter, 

Each of the four linebackers who had 
starting experience last year returns, and 
McClinton is an All-Big 12 candidate in 
the trenches. 

I's a good foundation to build on, and 
now comes the building. 

The Jayhawks spent the spring dis- 


tancing themselves from the problems 
that plagued 2006. They were torn down 
and reconstructed — going back to basics 
in an attempt to rid themselves of a sea- 
son-long problem a year ago. 

“[e’s just a matter of getting funda- 
mentally better,” Mangino said. 

“You always evolve and you're always 
going to work with some new things. But 
basically, we're working the stuff we've 
always worked that’s been good to us over 


the years.” 


For the third consecutive year, the 
kicking game shouldn't be any sort of 
liability. 

Despite the NCAA lowering the kick- 
off tee, Scott Webb actually booted more 
touchbacks in 2006 than he did the year 
before. It’s a testament to his increasing 


leg strength, but ir’s not at the expense of 


his accuracy — he hit 13 of 18 field goal 
attempts and 37 of 39 extra points. 
Punter Kyle Tucker had bouts of 
inconsistency last year, but the senior’s 
strong leg is there once he brings it all 


shanks in critical 


together, A few ugh 
times stained his junior season, but he 
was a Ray Guy Award semifinalist as 
a sophomore for a reason. 

‘The return specialists are the bigger 
wild card. Returning kicks could be 
Marcus Herford or Jake Sharp. Herford 
was great at finding holes and accelerat- 
ing, but Sharp is more likely to shake 
a defender to pick up extra yards. Either 


could turn out to be a fine option. 


mBEGT =H 
BRIGHTEST 


Without question KU’s 
most versatile talent. 
‘Though he projects to make 
‘a nice living playing cor 

nerback at the next level, 

‘Talib can do a lot more than’ 

that for the Jayhawks in 

2007, ... He earned first- 

team All-Big 12 honors 

after leading the nation in 

passes defended (despite : 

playing just 10 games), but his playmaking abil- 

ity can carry over to offense. He lined up a few 

times at receiver and had a 45-yard touchdown — 
reception in last year’s finale, and also took 

practice repetitions returning punts. He figures 

to have at least a limited role on’ offense this 

season, 


Collins will be starting his 
second full season for the 
Jayhawks, andi clearly will 
be the most talented piece 
of KU offensive line. ... 
Collins projects to make the 
switch from right to, left 
tackle to protect Keny 
‘Meier's blindside, and could 
be a serious candidate for 
All-Big 12° honors if his 
development continues as expected, ... 
has NFL potential — yet he remains 
secret for the time being. Gt 


TOP NEWCOMER 


A physical corner out of 
Butler Community. College 
in nearby El Dorado, Kan., i 

sr made an impact 
immediately when he 
showed up'for spring drills. 
cu Tt was believed he'd be 
there to provide cornerback 
depth in 2007, his first sea- 
son in Division I-A. It’s 
expected to be a lot more 
than that, now. 
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Player 


JAMES MeCLINTON Jam 


Look No Further 
For Leader on D 


After three years of looking else- 
where, it’s finally time. 

Time for James McClinton to start 
looking at himself. 

Kansas’ thick defensive tackle 
Yecognizes that no team thrives 
without someone stepping up as the 
leader. So on a defense that could 
have just one senior starter — him- 
self — McClinton is digging deep to 
bring more than just gap-plugging 
and pocket-disrupting to the 
Jayhawks’ defense. 


Profile 


He needs to be the man his team- 
mates turn to. 

“Im taking that role now. I'm the 
vet,” McClinton said. “I've got to be 
the daddy, and I've got to lead these 
people.” 

McClinton is worthy of the role. He's 
deeply spiritual and a fine role model. 
He's well-liked among teammates. And 
he’s a good football player — collect- 
ing 51 tackles and 14.5 tackles for loss 
his junior season, despite playing 
inside. 

Those numbers earned him second- 
team All-Big 12 honors, and he’s 
a strong candidate to be a first-teamer 
this year. But it won't be just because 
of work on game days. 

“He pushes us a lot,” safety Darrell 
Stuckey said. 

“He celebrates whenever someone 
makes a play. It doesn’t matter if he’s 
on the field or not. It could be the 
second-string out there and he still 
will be running on the field cheering.” 

McClinton is banking on this year 
being his best, and any indication his- 
torically could prove him right. The 
Garland, Texas, native played sparingly 
as a true freshman, then was thrown 
into a starting role. He complemented 
All-Big 12 defensive end Charlton 
Keith as a sophomore, then emerged as 
KU's top lineman as a junior. 

Defensive tackles at Kansas aren’t 
asked to put up statistics, but rather 
fluster quarterbacks, set up defensive 
ends and shut down passing lanes. 
For McClinton to lead the Jayhawks in 
tackles for loss last year speaks vol- 
‘umes about his impact. 

That's all good, but McClinton is 
shooting even higher for 2007. As he 
sees it, the team needs him to in the 
worst way. 

“I want to be better. Why stay the 
same?” McClinton said. “This defensive 
line is young. Last year, we had lead- 
ers. We had people that could lead and 
were good players. 

“They're gone. I'm taking their role 
now.” 


Kansas has a nonconference schedule 
that should result in a 4-0 start. All four 
games are at home, and none of the 
opponents are from BCS conferences, 

The season-opener against defending 
MAC champion Central Michigan 
should provide the toughest matchup 
until Oct. 6, when the Jayhawks travel to 
Kansas State. 

The Big 12 slate, while not including 
Oklahoma and Texas for the second 
consecutive year, isn’t as easy as the 2006 
schedule, which Kansas navigated to just 
a 3-5 record. KU will have a tough three- 
game stretch between Oct. 27 and 
Nov. 10 — at Texas A&M, Nebraska at 
home and at Oklahoma State. 

The regular-season finale against 
Missouri was moved from Lawrence to 
Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, 
Mo., as part of a two-year agreement. 
Kansas will play just three Big 12 games 
in Lawrence this season, which can’t help 
when every win is precious toward bowl 
aspirations. 


— Ryan Wood 


Nov. 17 _ 
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AT A GLANCE 


8-5 overall, 5-3 C-USA (3rd, West) 


Todd Graham: At Tulsa: 1st year; 
overall: 7-6, 1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
111; 4 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Paul Smith, RB Courtney Tennial, 

LB Nelson Coleman, LB Chris Chamberlain, 
NG Texrel Nemons, DE Moton Hopkins, 

§ Anthony Germany, § Steve Craver 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


OB Paul Smith should finish his career 
as Tulsa's all-time leading passer, and he 
} could really flourish in the new offense. 
The veteran running backs can be 
successful in this system, too. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


‘Tulsa lost an all-conference offensive 
lineman, and two more who earned 
second-team honors. The top receivers 
have departed. More talent drain includes 
LB Nick Bunting (the C-USA Defensive 
Player of the Year), DB Bobby Blackshire 
and DL Robert Latu. 


‘WR Idris Moss, LB Nick Bunting, 
DB Bobby Blackshire, OT Jeff Perret, 

DE Robert Latu, CB Nick Graham, 0G John 
Hameister-Ries, OL Aaron Dannenhauer 


Graham last season guided Rice to its first 
bowl game in 45 years. He had a success- 
ful stint as defensive coordinator at Tulsa 
from 2002 through 2005, so there aren’t 
many. worries about that side of the ball. 
The big deal is the new spread offense. 
‘That adds a layer of intrigue in what 
should be the team’s fourth bowl berth 

in the past five years. 


New Coach, New Offense ... and Likely Another Bowl 


OFFENSE 

Paul Smith has helped lead Tulsa to the 
2005 Conference USA title and a pair of 
bowl games, and now he will really go out 
in style. 

The senior quarterback gets to settle 
into new coordinator Gus Malzahn’s no- 
huddle spread offense. Malzahn wasn't 
able to open his playbook in his one season 
at Arkansas, but new Tulsa coach Todd 
Graham is completely on board in ways 
that the Hogs’ Houston Nutt never was. 

‘That's good news for Smith, who threw 
for 2,727 yards and 15 touchdowns last 
season and should see those numbers jump. 
There’ just one nagging question, Who 
is going to be catching all those passes? 

Most of Tulsa’s experienced wideouts 
have departed. Junior Nick Henderson, 
who had three catches for 23 yards and 
one score, figures to be one starter. 

Dion Toliver, who last year caught 35 
passes for 480 yards and two touchdowns in 
junior college, earned a starting spot in the 
spring, when he showed he could make cir- 
cus catches. Behind him is senior Cameron 
Clemons, who played in five games last 
year. 

Courtney Tennial, who led Tulsa with 
845 yards rushing and 14 scores on the 
ground, returns. He and fellow back 
Tarrion Adams, are accomplished 
receivers, giving Smith more options 
through the air. Adams had 31 receptions 
last season, ranking third on the team. 

As for the line, guard Justin Morsey, who 
started the final 10 games last season, is the 
Jone returning starter. New faces include 
Walter Boyd at left tackle, Roderick 


Thomas on the right, Curt Puckett at left 
guard and Jody Whaley at center, 


DEFENSE 


Tulsa returns two-thirds of its line- 
backing corps in its 3-3-5 defense, 
although the one loss is significant — 
Nick Bunting. Chris Chamberlain 
returns on the strong side with Nelson 
Coleman, the team’s leading tackler in 
2005 and 2006, back in the middle. 

The top candidate for the weakside 
spot is Alain Karatepeyan, who made 
39 stops last year as a reserve. Look for 
Tanner Antle, Mike Bryan and Donald 
Gobert to also see time. 

Moton Hopkins (40 tackles) returns at 
one end spot, with sophomore Anthony 
Egbuniwe likely to emerge at the other, 
Returning nose guard Terrel Nemons 
(31 tackles) is also back. 

Senior Steve Craver (31 tackles) steps 
into the bandit spot. At strong safety, 
Anthony Germany returns with Randy 
Duncan as the new free safety. 

Roy Roberts started all 13 games at cor- 
ner last year and had one interception, 
Hes back with Charles Davis, who played 
in 12 games last year as a true freshman, 
the new starter on the other side. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Jarod Tracy connected on 11 of 12 
field goal attempts a year ago. He also will 
handle kickoff responsibilities. Paul 
Jurado, who averaged 40.5 yards per punt 
in limited action last season, is the new 
starter. Charles Davis is the top kick and 
punt returner heading into fall drills. 

— Steve Hunt 
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Better Than Last Year's Surprise? Lay It on the Line 


on Prince has a slogan for this sea- 
Re. “The Power of One.” 

After an individual-competition free- 
for-all in Prince's first season, he is trying 
to get the Wildcats to think as a unit. 

“Last year, it was more of competing to 
see who was going to start,” said quarter- 
back Josh Freeman. “This year, it's more 
that everybody sees what role they are 
going to be playing. We can focus more.” 

Few teams had such a clearly defined 
goal last season. Kansas State had a new, 
young, unproven coach and a quarter- 
back mess that included five candidates, 

Even the most optimistic of Wildcat 
fans said that if their team could some- 
how get to a bowl game after compiling 
two consecutive losing records, the season 
would be a success, 

That goal was met. Even though 
K-State had little chance to win a Texas 
Bowl matchup against a motivated 
Rutgers team that finished 11-2, 
the foundation was put in place. 

Building on that formation is possible 
because of who will be taking the snaps. 

Freeman's talent was too good to keep 
off the field last season after he graduated 
high school early to attend spring drills, 
and he quickly showed his polish by shat- 
tering most of the school’s records for 
freshman quarterbacks. There is no ques- 
tion Freeman is the man, and redshirt 
freshman Carson Coffman is the only 
backup. 

If K-State’s offensive line, far too soft 
for long stretches last season, can keep 
Freeman healthy, the Wildcats have 


a chance to contend in the Big 12 North, 
After all, K-State’s 4-4 conference record 
last season was good enough to tie for sec- 
ond in the division, 

The Wildcats’ defense is in similar 
shape. There is talent behind the line, 
including the potential to have one of the 
better safety combinations in the country 
— senior captain Marcus Watts and jun- 
ior college All-American Gary Chandler, 

But K-State’s downfall last season was 
its strength up front. The Wildcats were 


undersized and lacked depth on the line 
n of All-Big 12 


defensive end Ian Campbell. 


despite the breakout se 


‘That problem was glaring in five of 
K-State’s six losses. In falling to 
Louisville, Missouri, Nebraska, Kansas 
and Rutgers, the Wildcats allowed 209.4 
rushing yards a game, 

Switching from a 4-3 front to more 
3-4 schemes might better suit K-State’s 
personnel, but stopping the run could 
still be a huge issue. 

Still, Prince produced a bowl bid — 
as well as a victory over Texas, 

“I’m no Bobby Bowden,” Prince said. 
“Ie’s my second year, and I've got a lot to 
learn still.” 


OFFENSE 

When a 6-6 strong-armed quarterback 
breaks records as a true freshman, it’s 
tough not to make him the focal point. 
Josh Freeman, who passed for 1,780 
yards last season, is certainly that for 
Kansas State. 

For the Wildcats to make progress, 
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Jan Campbell proto sy icon smi 


though, they will have to develop 
a potent running game. 

Senior James Johnson, third in the 
pecking order last season, emerged from 
spring camp as the starter, A junior 
college transfer, Johnson became more 
comfortable as the season wore on. This 
spring, he looked like a new version of 
himself — stronger, faster and more 
assertive. 

Freeman was not the only freshman to 
have big games from the backfield. Leon 
Patton ran for a team-high 609 yards, 
a school freshman record. Where Johnson 
can explode through a hole, Patton's 
quickness allows him to create gaps. 
If that combination is effective behind 
a still-developing line, K-State will be in 
great shape. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


‘2006 stats: 115.2 ypg rushing (Sth in Big 12/86th in NCAA), 200.1 ypg passing (Bth’S7th), 315.3 ypg total offense (105th), 22.8 ppg (10th/68th) 


dosh Freeman” ‘Now adds experience to all his physical tools. Carson Coffman, Fr. 
RB James Johnson* Sr.___ Junior college transfer developing into total package. Leon Patton, So. 

Jordy Nelson* Jt.__ Terrific athlete slowed by knee problems last year. Emnie Pierce, Jr. 
WR _ Daniel Gonzalez ‘St. Former walk-on had 15 catches last year. Toney Coleman, Sr. 
WR Cedric Wilson Jt One start, 15 catches last season. Lamark Brown, Fr. 
TE —_ Rashaad Norwood" —Sr._—_‘Has yet to live up to lofty expectations. Jeron Mastrud, So. 
__ Alesana Alesana dt ___Top-notch junior college recruit impressed this spring. Gerard Spexarth, Jr. 
LG Caleb Handy” Jt. As wide and strong as a brick wall. Brad Rooker, Jt. 
C Jordan Bedore” Jr Former prep wrestling star leads unit. Brad Rooker, Jt. 
RG _ Logan Robinson St. Behemoth at 6-8; a former grayshirt project. Brock Unruh, So. 
RT Nick Stringer" So. Freshman All-Big 12 selection. Derek Meyer, So. 


“Returning starter 


couting Report: Defense 


‘2006 stats: 148.8 ypg rushing (9th in Big 12/78th NCAA), 187.0 passing (Sth'S3rd), 245.8 total defense (8th/70th), 23.8 ppg (7t 


Rob Jackson’ Junior college transfer improved during season; 8.5 TFLs. Brandon Balkcom, Jr. 
DT Alphonso Moran Jt Inconsistent performer with 12 career starts. Steven Cline, Sr. 
DE — Moses Manu St.___ Limited experience, but a spring surprise. Gabriel Crews, Fr. 
LB lan Campbell” Jt___As defensive end, led Big 12 with 17.5 TFLs last season. Ross Diehl, So. 
LB Justin Roland Sr. Hard hitter moved up depth charts late last year. Marcus Perry, St. 
LB Reggie Walker* Jt. Physical presence could become team leader. John Houlik, So, 
LB Eric Childs So. __ Needs to make teams pay for focusing on Campbell. Greg Gaskins, Sr. 
CB Joshua Moore” So. One of Big 12’s top freshman comers last year. Bryan Baldwin, Sr. 
CB Justin McKinney* Sr. Short but fast; splits duties with Baldwin, Garvin. Byron Garvin, Sr. 
SS Marcus Watts" St. Emotional, physical playmaker healthy again. Andrew Erker, Jr. 
FS — Gary Chandler Jr. Junior college All-American could star right away. Courtney Herndon, So. 
“Retuming starter 


Freeman has receiving weapons. Senior 
tight end Rashaad Norwood has all the 
tools to be a major part of the offense. 
At wide receiver, senior Jordy Nelson 
averaged 14 yards per catch despite being 
slowed by an injured knee. Now healthy, 
he could return to his 2005 form of 
669 yards and eight touchdowns. 

K-State’s offensive fate could be 
defined by the line. The unit is led by 
junior center Jordan Bedore, who looked 
polished this spring. At right tackle, 
sophomore Nick Stringer got a lot of 
experience last season. If that pays off, he 
could be solid. 

The Wildcats knew they needed 
recruiting help on the line, and junior 
college transfer Alesana Alesana was a tar- 
get. He participated in spring drills and 


could be the starter at left tackle. The 
guard spots are manned by junior Caleb 
Handy and senior Logan Robinson, 
massively strong guys from small Kansas 
towns. 


DEFENSE 


While going through Prince's first 
season as coach has eased the transition in 
most areas, the defense is right back to 
square one. 

Coordinator Raheem Morris returned 
to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, so Prince 
promoted special teams coach Tim 
Tibesar while the two decided on a phi- 
losophy shift, as well. 

K-State will use multiple fronts like 
last season, but a 3-4 replaces the tradi- 
4-3 as the look. 


tional dominant 


136 Linoy's SPORTS FINNUALS 


WUWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2007 


WILDCATS RECRUITING 200. 


Lamark Brown, WR 

‘A physically imposing prospec, the 6-3, 215-pound Lamark Brown is one 
of the nation’s mast ready-to-go prospects. Brown, who sports a body lke 
a linebacker, will be a receiver at K-State. With his body, size and speed, 
he should be an instant mismatch for any defensive back in the Big 12 at 
an early stage of his career. 


] Gary Chandler, DB 

‘While he's not a freshman, few will have a bigger impact on the K-State 
defense next season than junior college transfer Gary Chandler. The four- 
| star prospect is one of the top five junior college players in America, 
and his two-time all-Jayhawk Conference honors speak for themselves. 


Chris Patterson, LB 

Patterson is another junior college player that was formerly ranked as 
a five-star player out of high school. He is expected to see the field right 
‘away at outside linebacker. He's one of the top pure athletes in the nation 
— both on the high school and junior college ranks — and his journey 
to K-State included signing twice previously with Oklahoma. 


FS SIEWLCOMERS OF MiP T 


Name HomeTown ‘Scaoot 


/ABANA, Mike OT 6-6, 200 Santa Monica, CA Santa Monica CC 
First-team All-Conference. ... Had 33 tackles, seven tackles for a loss and three sacks as 
a sophomore at Santa Monica, 


‘ADAMS, Corey OL 64,235 oo ‘Monument, CO Lewis-Palmer 
‘Second-team All-Conference. ... Special team standout. ... Long snapper. 

/ALESANA, Alesana =» OL 6-6, 318 © —Sanfrancsea City Cllege of San Fanisca 
Rivals.com’s No. 71 overall junior college prospect. ... First-team All-State. 

/AUFNER, Clyde OL 6-7, 260 © Peculiar, MO 

Rivals.com’s No, 15 overall prospect in Missouri. ... No. 61 offensive tackle nationally. 
BELL, Demetrius RB 58,158 oo Olathe, KS Olathe 


Rivals.com’s No. 13 overall prospect in Kansas. 
45 touchdowns, 


BROWN, Lamark ATH 6-3, 215 
Rivals,com’s No. 71 prospect nationally. . 
in Missouri 


Rushed for 3,731 career yards and 


© — St Louis, MO Hazelwood West 
athlete nationally. ... No, 3 prospect 


CHANDLER, Gary OB 5-11, 186 © — Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 5 overall junior college prospect. ... First-team junior college 
All-American, 

CHERRY, Josh K 64,170 oo McCook, NE McCook 


Rivals.com’s No. 5 overall prospect in Nebras} 


... No. 12 kicker nationally... Averaged 
41.6 yards per punt. 


EVANS, Richard ATH 5-10,175 o@ Dallas, ™X Pinkston 
Rushed for 945 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. ... intercepted three passes. 
FREEZE, Colten OL 66,270 oo Liberty, MO Liberty 
Rivals.com’s No, 25 overall prospect in Missouri. 
GUIDRY, Raphael DE 64,245 00 La Marque, TX La Marque 
First-team All-District. ... Had 86 tackles, five sacks and forced five fumbles as a senior. 
HARRIS, Brian 1B 64,220 oo East St Louis, IL East St Louis 
Had 80 tackles as a senior... Also had 249 receiving yards. 
HARTMAN, Tysyn ATH 6-2,190 ° Wichita, KS Kapaun ML Carmel 
Rivals.com’s No. 6 overall prospect in Kansas. ... No. 65 athlete nationally. ... Three-year’ 
starter at quarterback and defensive back. 
HAYNES, Reggie 0B 61,170 oo Apopka, FL ‘Apopka 
Played on district championship team. ... Had 30 tackles and two interceptions as a junior. 
HOGAN, Danny WR 6-2,19 oo Dallas, ™ Roosevelt 
First-team All-State. ... District Offensive Player of the Year. ... Averaged 21 yards per 
catch. 

DE 6-5, 250 Liberty, MO Liberty 
Rivals.com’s No. 27 overall prospect in Missouri. ... Second-team All-State. 
LIU, Ben OL 6-6,325 © Sacramento, CA Sacramento City College 


First-team All-Conference at Sacramento. ... Started two seasons at Sacramento. 


& Commitments 

g | Average Stars 

z 66000 
W 

x i 

Brandon Walls, LB 


Though maybe a little undersized at the 
linebacker position, Brandon Walls has 
all the tools to be a great player at 
Kansas State, The 6-0, 205-pounder 
was one of the fastest player in the 
Dallas Metroplex, and his coach says 
he's one ofthe fastest defensive players 
he has coached, He'll be one to watch 
despite just being a three-star prospect 
and could exceed expectations. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 41 


2008 (17EEDS 


It's time for K-State to go out and sign 
another high profile quarterback to back up 
Josh Freeman and eventually take over the 
reins. More depth is needed at defensive 
tackle and K-State still must do everything it 
can to add more high quality players at 
receiver and offensive line 


Name Pos. Hr., Wr. 
MACK, Jeremy TE 64,210 


Rivals.com’s No. 31 overall prospect in Missouri 
and 10 touchdowns as a senior. 


MATTHEW, Kendrick = DB 5-11, 180 00 ‘issour City, TX Fort Bend Marshal 
Second-team All-District. ... Played on state co-championship team. ... Lettered in track. 


McDANIEL, Jerrell WR 61,18 ooo _ EastSt Louis, IL EastSt Louis 
Rivals.com’s No. 25 overall prospect in Illinois. ... Caught 36 passes for 913 yards and 
20 touchdowns as a senior. 


MURPHY, Deon ATH 510,165 ooo — Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 67 overall junior college prospect. ... All-conference receiver and 
return specialist. 


PATTERSON, Chris 1B 63,215 ooo 
Rivals.com’s No. 34 overall junior college prospect. 
sacks at Joliet. 


PIERCE, Emie WR 64,215 ooo Santa Barbara, CA Santa Barbara CC 
Rivals.com’ No. 80 overall junior college prospect. ... Had 620 receiving yards and four 
touchdowns last season. 


PINCHBACK, Dante 
Rivals.com’s No. 82 overall prospect in Texas. 
team All-District 


REED, Jeremy RB 511,205 090 
Rivals.com's No. 5 overall prospect in Kansas. . 
Rushed for 1,654 and 29 touchdowns as a senior. 


‘Stars Homerown Scuoot 


Blue Springs, MO South 
Caught 27 passes for 448 yards 


Joliet, th Joliet JC 


Had tthree interceptions and two 


TE 65,25 ooo _ Imving, 1X 
No. 35 tight end nationally. 


ving 
Second- 


Great Bend, KS Great Bend 


No, 33 running back nationally... 


ROEPKE, Jake OL 67,298 co Hoyt, KS Royal Valley 
Rivals.com’s No. 20 overall prospect in Kansas. ... All-Conference honorable mention. 
ROHLEDER, Kevin 1B 64,205 ooo _ Wichita, KS Bishop Carroll 


Rivals.com’s No. 9 overall prospect in Kansas. ... No. 54 outside linebacker nationally. 
.«. Had 105 tackles, 30 tackles for a loss and four interceptions as a senior. 


‘SIMS, Eldridge OL 66,288 ooo Compton, CA Compton College 
Rivals.com’s No. 93 overall junior college prospect. ... Played tight end and offensive 
tackle at Compton. 


‘STEWART, Xzavier OT 61,260 oo Chicago, IL Morgan Park 
Had 110 tackles and 11 sacks on team that reached Class 7A state semifinals. 


TIGNER, Dahmaz 0B 63,210 oo Pompano Beach, FL 
Had 110 tackles, 11 tackles for a loss and five interceptions as a senior. 


WALLS, Brandon 1B 60,205 oo ‘ving, TX ving 
Rivals.com’s No. 70 overall prospect in Texas, ... No. 47 outside linebacker nationally, 
.-. Second-team All-District. 


‘WOODS, Justin DB 510,182 000 — Shawnee, KS — Mill Valley 
Rivals.com’s No. 7 overall prospect in Kansas. ... No. 45 cornerback nationally. .. 
Rushed for 1,344 yards and 15 touchdowns as a senior. 
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No. NAWE Pos. Hr. Wr. Giass Honrown No. Wane Poss Ht. Wre Ctass: HoMrrown ‘oaches often speak of getting back to basics, 
78__ALESANA ALESANA OL 6-4 286 Jr _Malie, W, Samoa 85 JERONMASTRUD TE 6-5 250 So _ Beaverton, OR but Ron Prince was taking that to heart dur- 
35 HEATH ALEXANDER DB 5-11 190 Jr_Satanta ‘41 STEVEMATHIAS LB 6-0 220 St Patridge ing the spring. He spent hours trying to figure 


out how to get the Wildcats to do one specific 
thing better: tackle. 

“I felt that, in some of the most critical 
44 DAVON McGHEE 18 5-10 225 _Fr_Houston Tk moments last year, we did not tackle very well,” 
22 USTINMeKDIVEY —DB_5-9 191 St Sanford, FL Prince said. 

“Tt has been one of the things that we have 
been focusing on during the offseason as coach- 


20) RET ALSTOT! Tey ie2h" Ie Hage 67 KENNETH MAYFIELD OL 6-4 311 Fr_ Randallstown, MD 
3. BRYAN BALDWIN DB 510 192 _Sr_St. Louis, MO 


92 BRANDON BALKCOM DT 60 278 Jr Hazel Crest, IL 
58 CHRIS BAMBERGER LB 6-1 222 dx _Jetmore 

79 JORDAN BEDORE O63 297 dr Goodland 
31_BRICE BERNBECK DB 5-11 181 So_Lakin 


28 JOHN McCARDLE RB 5-8 190 _Jr_Omaha, NE 


T1_DEREK MEYER OL _6-6 310 So _Campbell, NE 


43__ANTWON MOORE DB 5-10 210 Jr Ponca City OK 5 
21 COLE BROKINUCKY _P_5:11 195 __Sr_Manhattan a es. Not only from the mechanics of tackling, but 
98 IANCAMPBELL DE 65 242 Jr Cimarron 4 OSHA MOORE DB _5-11187_So_Fompano Beach, FL having a plan based on your position and where 
30 CHRISCARNEY __DB_6-1. 185 _So_Denver, 0 50 _ALPHONSO MORAN DT _6-0 296 x _Delray Beach, FL you might find the runner.” 
21_GARY CHANDLER DB. 5.11 195d Wihita 27 JORDY NELSON WR 63.217 S_Rley * If anyone should be concerned about 
23 _RAYCHEATHAM DB 60.185 a _ELDorado, AR Sr K-State changing its defensive scheme, it would 
Ton en eo eee eo ae eee be Ian Campbell. Not only is he being shifted 
K it Ankeny, 1A F ear 
aL ree from defensive end to outside linebacker, 
Fam Beach Gdns Fg) ow PATTON B57 187 So _Dallas,TK he’ fter bei All-Big 12 selecti 
d so after being an All-Big 12 selection 
14 CARSON COFFMAN, QB 6:3. 200 _Fr_Poclia, MO es eae atte 2eing i 
37_ MARCUS PERRY LB 6-2 223 Sr Leawood who tied the school record for sacks. 
25 _TONEY.COLEMAN WR 6-1 209 _St_Aitington, TX or i diff ings.” 
eater a gt aewtae eee oe Se ee Tl be doing some different things, 
a eS een o Campbell said. “If I don’t get as many sacks as 
AFG 82 MICHAEL POOSCHKE TE 62 240 Sr _Lavton, OK “4 ia 
aL r_Jonesboro, I did last year, I won't be horribly disappointed 
42 _ ROSS DIEHL 1-2 sBA5PO Sa ani Rog OO 3} TATE PURVIS WR 0/16 Sook because I have a feeling somebody else will do 
36 _ANDREWERKER DB 61.187 _dr_Olathe 46 _ 3A REED TE_60 208 So _Gloucheste, MA some great things for us up there.” 
2% SCOT EVANS DB 5.11199 So _ Andover 17 TIM REYER P 5.11 201 Sr Wamgeo * Part of the reason for K-State’s problems 
55 VLAD FAUSTIN DT 62 250 dr _Miami, FL 65 LOGAN ROBINSON OL 6-8 315 Sr _ Agra stopping the run last season, defensive end Rob 
1 HSIREN OB _65 we Kanascly Os) SNA UD ga MSS PmaGus Ok Jackson said, was that the linemen thought they 
= had to make the play or else the runner might be 
ROT Sea el 68 BRAD ROOKER _OL_6:6 268 dx Omaha, NE A ‘ted, “ i 
GTO Te 66 238 ft Remy ; gone. This season, Jackson admitted, T feel like 
57 MACKENZIE ROSEL _LB_6-1_215 So _Liberl T have more support behind me, 
6 _BYRONGARVIN DB 5.9 188 Sr_Micamay, FL * ina s 
or ee 16 BROOKS ROSSMAN PK 6-0 178 dr San Diego, CA ® Senior offensive lineman Logan Robinson 
2 60 235 Sr_Manattan Bee ; 
Seal SaeeT SR EIA ERT aces said his unit understands the pressure. Robinson 


83. DANIEL GONZALEZ WR 6-4 219 Sr _ Augusta 


knows fans and coaches are looking at the line 


26 TIMSCHWERDT X58 178 St_Tecumseh 


6 CALED HAND OL 6 307 _3x_Convay Springs as the potential problem. 
24 STEPHEN HARRISON WR 5-11:178  Fr_Dallas, TX 5 CALEB SMITH QB 6-2 218 x Garden City “We're getting the camaraderie and chem- 
20 COURTNEY HERNDON DB_511 206 So Dallas, TX 73 GERARD SPEAR OL_66 285 r_Covich istry,” he said. “As far as everything else, 
15 REVINHOLUS DB 5-11 205 So _Gilne, TE 64 NICKSTRINGER _OL_66 265 So Topela personally, I think we're miles ahead of where we 
39 JOHN HOUUK LB S11 215 So Wiehita 13 AORANSTRIKGR —_DB_61 197 _So_Valey Heights were last year at this time.” 

nae Ta @ Junior linebacker Reggie Walker has been 


76 BROCK UNRUH OL 65 295 So_Corpus Chit, TX 
54 TREVOR VIERS OL 6-5 265 So Windom 


more excited for the season ever since it was 
announced earlier this year that K-State would 


22 JEREMY JAMES RB 5-7 177 So _Kansas ity, MO 
8 JAMES JOHNSON RB 5-11 200 Sr_Port Arthur, TX 


53 REGGIE WALKER LB 6-1 231__Jr_Sacramento, CA open at Auburn. 
29 OTIS JOHNSON DB 5-10 171 __So_Houston, im e 
54 CORYWARREN LB 6-0 210 _Fr_Uniontown ‘When I first heard that we were playing 
59 TACHKENDALL —_DT_63 285 _Fr_Pecular, MO htt like a igh ff in my head,” 
2 MARS WATS (DU 61 1m Sr tins them, it was like a light went off in my head, 
(Te = SA he said. “I wanted to play somebody from the 
1 WHERLTION LD _60 213. So Beloit {88 CEDRIC WILSON WR 6-1. 190 _Or__ort ite, FL, SEC. I've always wanted to do that,” 
61_ ZACH LUCAS OL _63 262 _dr__Sublotte 17_MATTVYKES __WR_6-2 212 _r_Conmay Springs = 
96 MOSES MANU DE 6-2 260 Sr Inglewood, CA 48 PETE YEMM DE 6-2 265 Jr Overland Park 4-4) 
| te FIORIDA ATLANTIC "a5. 
| @ MARSHALL 
L LOUISVILLE 6-24 


iM) 
i s 
Hy 
Ft ee te PU eo | 1 @Q at Baylor a17 
a4 CI Ww oxtanona stare 3127 


i NEBRASKA 3-21 


Aug TD Long Yis/6 | 
14.0 74 42.4 


Tackles 
Interceptions: 


Sacks: 2! 
Rutgers 10-37 
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MARCUS WATTS 


The change makes sense considering that 
230-pounders Ian Campbell and Eric 


Childs were forced to play end last sea- 


son, Each has the body of a pass-rushing 
outside linebacker. 

It will be tough for Campbell’s num- 
bers to get better, though. His 11.5 sacks 
tied the school record, and his 17.5 tack- 
les for loss led the Big 12. 

Rob Jackson can make plays at end, 
while senior Moses Manu has shown 


improvement. The question will be 


inning Trend 199° 


finding interior linemen strong enough 
to even maintain their position. Junior 
Alphonso Moran could provide that. 

At linebacker, junior Reggie Walker 
has been a solid contributor, but now 
needs to become a star while physically 
roaming the middle, something he’s capa- 
ble of doing. Senior Justin Roland was 
perhaps the spring's most pleasant sur- 
prise, taking to his new assignments and 
delivering Walker-like hard hits. 

K-State is in good shape in the sec- 
ondary. Strong safety Marcus Watts, the 
emotional leader, seems to find the ball 
on almost every play. Combined with 
Gary Chandler, a junior college 
All-American, the Wildcats have physical 


hitters who are fast and shifty enough to 
have been offensive stars in the past. 

While no cornerback stood out last 
season, the pool of sophomore Joshua 
Moore and seniors Justin McKinney, 
Bryan Baldwin and Byron Garvin pro- 
vides depth and experience, None is taller 
than 5-11, though. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The unit's star last season, Yamon 
Figurs, was a dangerous returner and 
a terrific gunner on kick coverage. 

He is gone, so Marcus Watts and John 
McCardle need to have the ability for 
quick tackles and playmaking on cover- 
age, a big asset to K-State last season. 
Marcus Perry is also a special teams stand- 
out. Tailback Leon Patton might inherit 
the return duties. 


The Wildcats lost their top two place- 


about 1,600 people. That 
/ makes what he did last sea: 
son J Campbell had 
a school-tecord 11.5 sacks 
| and Big 12-leading 17.5 tack- 
“tes for loss as an undersized 
defensive end, .,. At 6-5, 232 i amg bell is 
quick and relentless, which enabled him to have at 


Teast one sack in nine of 13. games. and eam 
‘All-Big 12 honors. ... He had two sacks against 
| Louisville, and two fumble recoveries sede tien 


1B Reggie walker F 
"The linebacking Rae vieeds | 
“a star and a leader, and [4 
Walker could be it. Known 
"for his cocky nature from 
‘the day he'stepped on cam- 
‘pus, Walker played in nine 
games as a freshman, That 
included a breakout pi 
" formance against Nebraska, 
where he had five tackles ™™ 
and a safety, .. Last season, 
_ he started nine games and had 36 tackles, modest 
numbers held down by the presence of seniors 
Brandon Archer and Zach Diles. ... With those two 
departed, Walker could be in for a season of much. 
"improved numbers and even more bravado, 


TOP NEWCOMER 


FS Gan) cata | 
Chandler. was a top in- 
state ia for Bill Snyder : 
in 2005, coming from | 
a prominent high school 
program at Wichita Heights. 
But Chandler did not ual: 
fy academically, So he we 
| to. Coffeyville Community 
' College in Kansas, a nation- 
al power, and stared for ™™™™ 
‘two seasons. ... A star run- 
ning back in high school, Chandler possesses 
‘speed and acceleration with the change-of-direc- 
1 of a tailback, Yet he is also a sure and 
pea hitter, ... Recruited by schools in every — 
major conference, he decided on K-State again. 


f 
| 
Si 
i 
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Player 


JOSH FREEMAN 


Big QB ... Even 
Bigger Potential 


During spring camp, Kansas State 
coach Ron Prince had quite the 
observation. 

“I hear people talk about this 
JaMarcus Russell from LSU and how 
big he is,” Prince said. “If JaMarcus 
Russell and Josh Freeman stood next 
to each other right now, they'd look 
very similar.” 

There are two parts of that state- 
ment that could ring worrisome to 
K-State opponents. First, Prince is 
right. Russell is 6-6, 260. Freeman, 
the Wildcats’ sophomore quarterback, 
has added 17 pounds since last 
season to reach 255. 


Profile 


Second, while Freeman might not be 
ready for the NFL, he did prove he is 
more than a big guy playing quarter- 
back. Freeman delivered the school's first 
bowl bid in three seasons while breaking 
the school’s freshman passing record 
with 1,780 yards. In Big 12 games, 
he averaged 204.1 yards to rank sixth. 

His progress was impossible to 
ignore. In the last four games of the 
regular season — which included 
a 45-42 upset of No. 4 Texas — 
Freeman was 78 of 121 (64.5 percent) 
for 925 yards and six touchdowns. 

Tt was the most productive four- 
game stretch for a K-State quarterback 
in nearly a decade. 

Remember, Freeman was a true 
freshman who had to escape a four- 
player position battle and work behind 
a shaky offensive line. 

“Last year, at the beginning, I didn’t 
get too many reps,” Freeman said. 
“This year, I'm getting a lot more. This 
year, I'm looking to have more time to 
take the offense to a different level.” 

While the offensive line’s improve- 
ment might determine how much he 
can do, Freeman is the kind of piece to 
build a program around. 

At Colorado, in a victory to clinch 
bowl eligibility, Freeman was 22 of 26 
for 251 yards and two touchdowns. 
Two of the incompletions were drops, 
and another was to stop the clock. 

Against Texas, Freeman threw for 
269 yards and three touchdowns with 
only one interception. 

They are performances that make 
him a team leader, something he 
desires even at age 19. 

“It's my team,” he said. “That's how 
I want it.” 

So does Prince. He quickly endeared 
himself to K-State fans after his hire 
by talking Freeman out of his commit- 
ment to Nebraska. While simply one- 
upping the Cornhuskers was good 
enough then, Wildcat fans are dream- 
ing of their big quarterback taking the 
team to big goals. 

“Josh has been a good leader, really 
focused,” Prince said, “He's going to be 
a sophomore, but he's excited to play 
like a senior.” 


kickers, leaving Brooks Rossman and Tim 
Schwerdt in a head-to-head competition, 
The winner will still be a question mark. 

Punter Tim Reyer is not. A three-year 
starter, he averaged 42.1 yards last season 
to rank in the top 30 nationally. In Big 12 
games, he increased that average to 43.8. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


For the first time since 1984, Kansas 
State plays six true road games. The 
Wildcats have long been criticized for play- 
ing cupcakes, but not this season. 

The Wildcats start and end the regular 
season with nationally televised road con- 
tests, opening at Auburn and closing at 
Fresno State. It’s a sign of things to come. 
Ron Prince has future games with 
Louisville, UCLA, Miami, Oregon and 
Virginia Tech. 

The Big 12 schedule also gets off to 
a challenging start — at Texas, which will 
be looking for revenge. That likely makes 
the ensuing games, home dates against 
Kansas and Colorado, must-win situa- 
tions if K-State wants to challenge in the 
Big 12 North. The Wildcats face division 
favorite Nebraska in Lincoln on Nov. 10, 


— Jeffrey Parson 
SCHEDULE 
Sept. 1 at Auburn 
Sept. 8 SAN JOSE STATE 
Sept. 15 ‘MISSOURI STATE 


Qa See Dee 


Sept. 29 at Texas 
Oct. 6 KANSAS 
“Oct.13°==——SCCOLORADO 
“Oct. 20 at Oklahoma State 
“Oct.27°==:~*«@W ALOR 
“Nov.3 saat Towa State 
Nov. 10 at Nebraska 


Nov. 17 MISSOURI 


Nov. 24 at Fresno State 
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NEW MEXICO STATE 


? 


4-8 overall, 2-6 WAC (7th) 


Hal Mumme — At NMSU: 4-20, 2 years; 
overall: 101-84-1, 16 years 


17; 10 offense, 6 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Chase Holbrook, WR Chris Williams, 
WR A.J. Harris, TE Nick Cleaver, 

LT Mike Martinez, MLB Dante Floyd, 
OLB La‘Auli Fonoti, S Derrick Richardson 


Chase Holbrook and Chris Williams will 
‘again be among the NCAA statistical lead- 
ers, but they're hardly the only playmak- 
ers. The offense has taken on the same 
pseudo-arrogance about the “Air Raid” as 
their coach and, despite only four wins in 
‘two years, believes it can move the ball 
‘on any defense. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


If Kyle Hughes doesn’t work out at kicker, 
it will be more of the same problems. 

The defense has to live with being put 

in tough spots by the offense, and also 
needs to do a better job of getting to 

the quarterback, 


CB Courtney Bryan, LG Maveu Heimuli, 
LB Tim McManigal, LB Nathan Nuttall, 
$5 Eric Carrie, DL Jeremy Weeks 


Four of eight losses in 2006 found the 
Aggies with the ball in the final minute 
with a chance to tie or take the lead. 
‘They're close. If the defense can just slow 
down. the opposition, the offense might 
be able to put up enough points to finally 
end the school’s 47-year bowl drought. 


Sound the Alarm: ‘Air Raid’ is Back for More 


OFFENSE 


With 10 starters returning to an 
offense that averaged more than 475 
yards a game, expect to see more of the 
same for the “Air Raid” passing attack. 

In Chase Holbrook, Hal Mumme feels 
he has as good a quarterback as he’s ever 
coached, which includes the likes of Tim 
Couch and Jared Lorenzen at Kentucky. 

Holbrook broke Ty Detmer’s NCAA 
sophomore passing record, throwing 
for 4,619 yards last year despite miss- 
ing the second half in two games. He 
has the size — 6-5, 235-pounds — to 
take hits and is now in his fourth year 
in the system. 

At 5-9, receiver Chris Williams is easy 
to overlook, but he’s Holbrook’s favorite 
target and arguably one of the fastest 
players in the country. He led the nation 
with averages of 7.7 receptions and 
117.9 yards per game. His 12-game totals 
were 92 receptions for 1,415 yards. 

Williams leads a receiving corps that 
includes wideouts A.J. Harris (71 recep- 
tions) and Derek DuBois (53), and tight 
end Nick Cleaver (50). 

Holbrook got pounded last year, but 
the line didn't allow a sack in the final 
ewo games after allowing 40 through the 
first 10. Left tackle Mike Martinez is the 
best of four starters back. 

Justine Buries, the WAC’s leading 
returning rusher going into the 2006 
season, tore an ACL in the second game. 
Although he’s back, he might not beat 
out sophomore Tonny Glynn or junior 


Jeremiah Williams. 


DEFENSE 


The depth in coordinator Woody 
Widenhofer’s 3-4 scheme is the best it has 
been in three years. 

While the high-risk, high-reward 
offense put the defense in plenty of difficult 
situations, it was the lack of a pass rush and 
inability to stop the run that led to the 
Aggies allowing 31 points (105th in the 
NCAA) and 389 yards per game (99th). 

The pass rush won't come from the 
defensive line. Instead, the Aggies hope 
outside linebackers La’Auli Fonoti and 
Jamar Cotton can improve on the team’s 
15-sack season of a year ago. 

Middle linebacker Dante Floyd and 
safety Derrick Richardson made the most 
of midseason starting opportunities in 
2006 and enter this season as leaders. 
Replacing cornerback Courtney Bryan 
will be tough. Chris Woods and junior 
college transfer Vince Butler will try, while 
Alex Bernard will start on the left side. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


‘The Aggies ranked 15th in the nation in 
scoring last season while making just four 
field goals. When they abandoned that part 
of the game midway through the year, the 
resule was an NCAA-leading 44 attempts 
on fourth down, with far too many drives 
stalling deep in enemy territory. 

Freshman Kyle Hughes, who transferred 
to NMSU in the spring from prep school, 
will be the fifth kicker used by Mumme, 
who is heading into his third year. 

Punting duties will again belong to 
Jared Kaufman, who averaged 41 yards in 
2007. 

— Geoff Grammer 
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AT A GLANCE 
IpSesubsgns eoariaza 


| 8:5 overall, 4-4 Big 12 (2nd, North) 


Gary Pinkel — At Missouri: 37-35, 


QB Chase Daniel, TB/Tony Temple, 
WR Will Franklin, TE Chase Coffman, 

| TE ‘Martin Rucker, DT Ziggy Hood, 

DY Lorenzo Williams, CB Darnell Terrell 


The emergence of Tony Temple igives the! 
offense great balance to go with what 
might be the conference's most explosive 
trio of pass-catchers. The defense bine 
be strong up the middle with Ziggy Hood 
and Lorenzo Williams. anchoring the Ba 


The offensive line has experience, but i is 
it physical enough to wear down defens- 
es? Should an injury befall Temple, is 
there a capable fill-in? Depth is scarce 
i along the defensive line, especially at 
end, where only two players with much — 
experience return, There’s even less expe- 
tience among the backup linebackers. 


RY Joel Clinger, CB Domonique Johnson, — 
WR Brad Ekwerekwu, DE Brian Smith, 
DE Xzavie Jackson, LB Marcus Bacon, 
IB Dedrick Harrington, $ David Overstreet 


Few teams will match Missouri’ offensive 
firepower, but a young might 


defense 
produce some wild shootouits. If the Tigers 
can match the physical style of the best 
teams on the schedule, namely Nebraska, 
Oklahoma and Texas A&M, there's hope 
the 


ea Sue the North in San 


6 years; overall; 110-72-3, 16 years. $7) 


Great Offense, Shaky Defense ... Tigers Won't Be Boring 


Oo" seven teams in the country 
averaged more than Missouri’s 
425.6 
OF those seven, only New Mexico State 


yards per game last season. 
returns its leading passer, rusher and 
receiver. 

Missouri returns: 

* Quarterback Chase Daniel, who set 
multiple schoo! records in his first year as 
the starter. 

* Running back Tony Temple, who is 
the Big 12’s leading returning rusher. 

* And of the 13 players who caught at 


least one pass last year, a dozen return, 
including All-Big 12 candidates in wide 
receiver Will Franklin and tight ends 
Chase Coffman and Martin Rucker. 

Will that much firepower be enough 
to overcome an inexperienced defense 
and lead Missouri to bigger and better 
things, namely its second winning record 
in Big 12 play? Is it too much to expect 
a division championship? Maybe even 
a New Year's Day bowl? 

It’s a bright outlook for Missouri this 
season, one that might have been even 
brighter if the Tigers hadn't blown 
a 14-point fourth-quarter lead in the Sun 
Bowl last December. 

A two-point conversion in the final 
seconds gave Oregon State a 39-38 victo- 
ry and prevented Pinkel from reveling in 
his second Missouri win over a ranked 
opponent. 

(A victory might have convinced those 
Tiger fans teetering on the Pinkel fence 
that they had finally found the right man 
for a job thar has been a revolving door of 
flawed leaders since Dan Devine walked 


out the door almost 40 years ago. 
As it was, the season was at least 


a qualified success given that last season's 


unofficial goal was an ABS bowl — 
Anywhere But Shreveport. This year, 
with a schedule that includes only five 
teams that played in bowls last year, the 
expectations are higher than the 
Independence Bowl in Shreveport or 
a return to the Sun Bowl in El Paso. 

“A year ago everyone was real young, 
and we didn't know what to expect,” 
Pinkel said. “It’s still going to be about 
being unselfish, being a team player and 


making plays. ... We'll see where it goes.” 


OFFENSE 


Chase Daniel set school records for 
single-season passing yards and touch- 
downs in his first year as starting quarter- 
back. But he’s the first to shar 


cret: 


He’s not the most important force in the 
no-huddle shorgun spread attack. That 
would be tailback Tony ‘Temple. 

“I told him before the bowl game, 
"You're the catalyst in this offense,” 
Daniel said. “When he’s running hard, 
when he’s running good, this offense is 
working.” 

Briefly benched for costly fumbles 
against New Mexico, Texas A&M and 
Oklahoma, Temple rewarded the staff's 
faith in his abilities with 194 yards on 
20 carries in the Sun Bowl. He was one of 
two Big 12 backs to rush for more than 
1,000 yards last year. 

Temple's breakout game won't change 
what Missouri does best: spread the field 
with the Big 12’s deepest collection of 
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receivers and tight ends. Will Franklin 
returns as the team’s most dangerous 
receiving threat, though he'll have com- 
petition for that title this season. 

Of Missouri’s three freshmen receivers 
from 2006, Jared Perry surprised many by 
contributing the most, but Danario 
Alexander and Jeremy Maclin should also 
figure into the rotation significantly. 
Alexander passed Perry on the depth 
chart during spring camp, while Maclin 
continued a rapid recovery from knee 
surgery that cost him the entire 2006 
season. 

Former walk-on Tommy Saunders 
started 13 games last year and figures into 
the mix, along with senior reserves Greg 
Bracey and Jason Ray. 

Chase Coffman and Martin Rucker 


QB Chase Dani 


Owns Missour'’s best career quarterback rating, 


Chase Pation, Jr. 


RB Tony Temple” Sr. Exploded for 194 yards in the Sun Bowl. Jimmy Jackson, Jr. 
WR Will Franklin® ‘Sr. The most complete of Missouri's receivers. Greg Bracey, Sr. 
WR Tommy Saunders* Jr. Former walk-on had 25 catches in '06. Jason Ray, Sr. 

WR Danario Alexander So. Brilliant spring earned a promotion. dared Perry, So, 
TE Martin Rucker* Sr. Forms half of nation’s best tight end duo. Chase Coffman, Jr. 
UT Tyler Luetien* Sr. Third-year starter on the quarterback’ biind side. Colin Brown, Jr. 
LG Ryan Madison” dr. He's an athletic big man in trenches. Chris Tipton, Sr. 


C Adam Spieker* 


Back for a fourth season as starter. 


Tim Barnes, Fr. 


RG Monte Wyrick Sr. Likely will rotate with Stigall. James Stigall, So. 
RT Kurtis Gregory ‘So. Missed spring after shoulder, knee surgeries. Dain Wise, So. 
*Retumming starter 


2006 stats: 194.5 ypg rushing (7th in Big 12/S8th NCAA), 185.7 passing (2nd/37th), $20.2 total detense (3rd/38th), 18.5 pog (4th’S3rd) 


‘Stryker Sulak 


Started 11 games in the past two years, 


Bart Coslet, Fr. 


OT — Ziggy Hood* Jt Missouri needs big year from this big body. Charles Gaines, Sr. 
DT Lorenzo Williams" Sr. The defense's most experienced player. Jaron Baston, So. 
DE Tommy Chavis Jt. Versatile lineman is now a starter. Tarell Corby, So. 
LB Sean Weatherspoon So, _ Defense's hardest hitter, young leader, Steve Redmond, Jr. 
LB Brock Christopher* Jr. Moves into natural middle linebacker position. Luke Lambert, Fr. 
LB _ Van Alexander Jf. Injuries have marred his career so far. Michael Keck, Fr. 
CB Darnell Terrell* ‘Sr. Has NFL size, speed and ability. Castine Bridges, Jr. 
(CB Hardy Ricks” So. Needs to improve after a rocky debut. Paul Simpson, Sr, 
SS Pig Brown Sr. Has a real snout for the pigskin. Justin Garrett, Jr. 
FS William Moore Jf. Elite athlete has all the tools. Del Howard, So, 
“Returning starter 


are tight ends by name only as they line 
up all over the field, rarely with their 
hand on the ground. 

Still, they were the most prolific tight 
end duo in the country last year, combin- 
ing for 111 receptions for 1,149 yards 
and 14 touchdowns. 

The line must replace two starters, 
including All-Big 12 right tackle Joel 
Clinger. 

The Tigers have plenty in reserve, 
which they learned throughout spring 
camp as various injuries forced the line to 
mix and match positions. 

A sophomore will replace Clinger, 
either Kurtis Gregory or Dain Wise. 
Center Adam Spieker and left tackle Tyler 
Luellen rank as two of the most experi- 
enced players on the roster. 


DEFENSE 


Opposing teams 


overed the best 


strategy against the was to run 


Tig 
right at them. Seven opposing running 


backs rushed for 100 yards or more in 
Missouri's final six regular-season games. 

With six starters to replace, the defense 
is blessed to return its best two players in 
the middle. Defensive tackle Ziggy Hood 
and nose tackle Lorenzo Williams should 
form one of the best interior combos in 
the league. 

“The sky is the limit for Ziggy,” said 
Williams, had and 
10.5 tackles for loss last year. “And that’s 


who six sacks 
going to make me better, too.” 
There's less experience on the edge, 


though end Stryker Sulak has made 


11 starts over the past two seasons. 
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Michael Keck, LB 

Harrisonville, Mo., linebacker Keck turned down a list of scholarship offers from 
schools in the Big Ten, SEC and Big 12 to stay at home and play for the Tigers. 
Regarded as the nation’s No. 4 weakside defensive end prospect, Keck will bring 
a high motor and physical presence to the Tigers defense. He registered more 
than 260 tackles during his junior and senior seasons, He moved all the way to 
the No. 2 spot on the Tigers’ depth chart at linebacker during spring drills, 


Luke Lambert, LB 

Like Keck, Lambert arrived early on campus for spring drills and he also 
rocketed up the depth chart. While he might not start as a true freshman, 
don't be surprised if you see him on the field quite a bit, A hard-nosed, 
‘no-nonsense type linebacker, Lambert is great from sideline to sideline, 


Andy Maples, OT. 

The Tigers needed to add some major depth inside and it doesn't get any 
bigger than Maples, a four-star player from College of the Sequoias. 
‘AY 6-3, 300 pounds, he'll be able to clog the middle, which is something 
you must do in the Big 12, but he's also quick enough to get after the 
quarterback. 


FD NEWCOMERS OF MIPFET 


BEASLEY, J.T. OL 6-2, 260 ° 
Rivals.com’s No. 23 overall prospect in Tennessee. . 
team All-State, 


(CORBETT, Jaysen DE 6-4, 254 
Enrolled in January, ... First-team All-Conference, 
/a senior at Sacramento, 


CRANE, Tyler 1B 62,210 00 Allen, TX Allen 
[Could play linebacker or tight end. ... Had 98 tackles and nine sacks as a senior. .. 
Honorable mention All-State 


EARNHARDT, Chris DE 65,250 © Springfield, MO Hillcrest 
Rivals.com's No. 18 overall prospect in Missouri, ... No. 44 strongside defensive end 
Nationally. ... First-team All-State, ... Had 108 tackles and 11 sacks as a senior, 


Dyersburg, TN Dyersburg 
No. 16 center nationally, ... First- 


© Sacramento, CA Sacramento City College 
Had 70 tackles and 10 sacks as 


FISHER, Elvis OL 65,310 O00 — St Petersburg, FL Catholic 
State qualifier in track for four years, ... Benches 330 pounds. ... Squats 500. 
GACKHAR, Andrew 1B 6-2,208 oo Overland Park, KS_ Overland Park 


Rivals.com’s No. 12 overall prospect in Kansas. ... Limited by injury senior season, ... 
Had 83 tackles, five sacks and an interception as a junior, 


GARRETT, Justin DB 6-2,200 © _ Pasaiena,CA Pasadena City College 
Enrolled in January. ... Originally singed with Tennessee in 2006. ... Had 83 tackles and 
3.5 tackles for a loss as a senior. 


GETMIS, Carl RB §-10,187 99 —OFallon, MO FL Zumwalt West 
Rivals.com’s No. 14 overall prospect in Missouri, ... No. 45 running back nationally. ... 
Rushed for 1,300 yards and 21 touchdowns as a senior... Also had 700 receiving yards. 


HAMILTON, Dominique OT 6-4,279 ©@@  ElPaso,TX Chapin 
Rivals.com’s No. 64 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 35 defensive tackle nationally, 
Had 90 tackles and eight sacks as a senior. ... Honorable mention All-State, 


HARRY, Jake K 61,199 oo ‘San Marcos, CA Palomar JC 
Redshirted as true freshman at Oregon State before transferring to Palomar, ... Averaged 


38.9 yards per punt. 

HOBSON, Trey DB 5-10,167 990 Stanley, KS Blue Valley 
Rivals.com’s No. 10 overall prospect in Kansas, ... No. 68 safety nationally... Honorable 
mention All-State. 

IRVING, Kendall WR 5-10,175 oo Arlington, TX Seguin 


Slowed by knee injury as @ senior Did not play football until his junior season. ... 
Started at wide receiver and defensive back. 


KECK, Michael DE 65,215 ©o00 Harrisonville, MO 
Rivals.com's No. 62 overall prospect nationally. ... No. 2 prospect in Missouri. ... No. 4 
weakside defensive end nationally. ... Enrolled in January. ... Parade All-American. 


LAMBERT, Luke 1B 63,215 ooo — Brookfield, MO 
Rivals.com’s No. 14 prospect in Missouri. ... No, 40 outside linebacker nationally. ... 
Enrolled in January, ... All-State, ... Had 165 tackles and two interceptions as a senior. 


Commitments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


ooo i 


7 
Big 12:6 


Kendall Irving, WR 

An injury kept Arlington (Texas) Seguin 
receiver Kendall Irving from being rated 
higher, but when he's healthy, he can be 
a dynamic player. A speedy slot-receiver 
type, Irving should get valuable experi- 
ence in his first years. In Missouri's 
passing attack, he's got the frame, 
speed and hands to be a truly deadly 
‘weapon, Not bad for a player that was 
only also offered by Baylor, 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 32 


O09 TIEEDS 

Quarterback is a huge priority for the Tigers 
in 2008 as Chase Daniel will need somebody 
to groom for the future, More playmakers at 
receiver and help at tight end are also going 
to be keys to the success of the 2008 class. 


— Jeremy Crabtree, Rivals.com 


MAPLES, Andy DT 63,300 0° Visalia CA. College of the Sequoias 
Rivals,com’s No. 16 overall junior college prospect, .. Enrolled in January, 
‘MOORE, De'vion RB 56,178 O° 1. Louis, MO Hazelwood Central 


Rivals.com's No. 18 overall prospect in Missouri. .,. Rushed for 1,640 yards as a senior. 
». Also had 841 receiving yards. ... Scored 20 total touchdowns. 


MOVE, Gilbert ATH 62,200 oo Dibolt, TX Dibolt 
Rivals.com's No. 30 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 30 athlete nationally. ... District MVP. 
NEAL, Donte DB 511,190 00 Arlington, TX Seguin 


‘Two-time first-team All-District, ... Had 88 tackles, eight tackles for a loss and five sacks 
as a senior. 


PALMGREN, Jayson OL 6:2,205 90 


Rivals.com’s No. 8 overall prospect in Missouri. 
‘Two-time All-State. 


RESONNO, Terrell DE 63,250 00 


Rivals.com’s No. 12 overall prospect in Missou 


Kansas City, MON. Kansas City 
No. 21 offensive guard nationally. 


Jefferson City, MO 
. No. 43 strongside defensive end 


nationally, ... First-team All-State. 

TOWNSON, Jason DE 6-4,268 00 Visalia, CA College ofthe Sequoias 
Signed with Missouri in 2006. ... First-team All-State, ... Had 91 tackles and six sacks 
in 2004, 

VAUGHNS, Tremane ATH 5-9, 180 © Pasadena, CA Pasadena Cty College 


Enrolled in January. ... Played wide receiver, quarterback, defensive back and running 
back, as well as returning kicks and punts. 


WASHINGTON, Derrick RB 5-11,194 © Peculiar, MO Raymore-Peculiar 
Rivals.com’s No. 5 overall prospect in Missouri. ... No, 20 running back nationally. 
Rushed for 1,930 yards and 31 touchdowns as a senior. 


WEBB, Bryan TE 64,254 © 
Rivals.com’s No. 24 overall prospect in Oklahoma, 
and two touchdowns as a senior. 


WHITE, George 1B 6-2,252 ooo Flint, Ml Carman-Ainsworth 
Rivals.com’s No. 17 prospect in Michigan. ... No. 24 inside linebacker nationally 
Had 103 taokles and 15 tackles for a loss as a senior. 


WOODLAND, Rolandis WR 6-5,185 © Fenton, MO Rockwood Summitt 
Rivals.com’s No. 9 overall prospect in Missouri. ... No, 74 wide receiver nationally. ... 
Caught 30 passes for 800 yards and three touchdowns as a senior. 


WUEBBELS, Austin OL = 6-4,260 © 
Rivals.com’s No. 29 overall prospect in Illinois. 
Also played defensive line and linebacker. 


Tecumseh, OK Tecumseh 
aught 11 passes for 225 yards 


Troy, I Tradl 
No. 47 offensive guard nationally. 
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Ho une Bit Ie We eas as Pos. Hx. Wr. Class Hoxeromy ‘ose tackle Lorenzo Williams missed the first 
81_DANARIO ALEKANDER WR_6-4 205 So_ Matlin, TE S2_ANDTMAPLES DL_63 300 _Jr_Lester AL eee ae goed ea + 
5 VANALEXANDER 18 6-0 230 dr Columbia one nig} a throbbing pain shooting down his 
a Te SSE WR StS Ee left leg. He was diagnosed with anterior compart- 
Tt Se ee 65 att yaucaN DLS 220 Fr Hasdin ment syndrome, a condition that occurs when the 
Pa a ee a 21 WOUAM MOORE =S 61215 dr Hayti pa pea too big for the sheath that 
29 SHERMAN NEWSOME DB 5-10 170 So New Madrid 
SSIS BL 6} 25S Gosey Williams underwent a surgery that included two 
40_MARQUIS BOOKER LB 6-1. 235_Fr_Ardmore OK co wal 60/200 heed Oy incisions to let the muscle expand. He returned for 
70__ GORDON BOWEN OL 6-1 300 So Memphis, TN 31_MICHALEOLDROYD «WR 5-10170 Fr Eureka all of the spring scrimmages but had to monitor the 
85 GREGBRACEY WR 6-2 215 St _ Milwaukee, WI 25. MAMMAL 1B 63: 220 Se Owe One leg closely — as well as his right leg — to make 
24 MACK BREED S61 205 Jr _ San Antonio, TX 14 GHASE PATTON rl ae sure the condition didn’t return. 
36 _CASTINE BRIDGES DB 6-2 200 Jr Richmond, CA * Wide receiver Will Franklin changed jersey 
@1_COUNBROWN ——OL_68 325 iy _Braymer SUD ene _WR 63 10 _So_La Kaos TE numbers from No. 3 to No. 2 to honor former team- 
13. CORNELIUS BROWN DB 541205 Sr Adel GA 65 _ MIKE PRINCE OL 6-4 295 Fr_Southlake, TX mate and friend Damien Nash, who collapsed and 
10 TRAVISCARDOZA—S 5-11 205 St _Springeld_—=s« 4 _=JASONRAY WR 61215 Se Porter OK died on Feb. 24 after playing alongside Franklin in 
SSC aSCwar eee ee alc basketball game in their hometown of 
oo 28 WARDERIES D860 190 _$o_ SLi Nash, @ member of the Denver Broncos, wore 
a 22 _MARTOVRUCKER TE 66 255 Sr St Joueph No. 2 for Missouri in 2003-04. 
is USE OAS 18'S 6826 Sate ® After spending two years at the bottom of the 
20 ERIK RUDIN DB 5-9 180 So St. Louis 
ASAE ORB CA tailback depth chart, Connell Davis took up his 
97_TARELLCORBY _DL_63 235 So Kansas Cty ae Ls wie Roba e AL coaches’ suggestion and moved to outside line- 
98 _ BART COSLET DL 65 240 _Fr_St. Peters 16 _KEVINRUTLAND S60 185 Fr _Howston, TK backer midway through spring camp. 
90_ADAMCROSSETT__P/K_6-3. 225 St_Liberty _ 8% TOMMYSAUNDERS WR 6-0 210 3 Keamey The tallest of MU’s tailbacks at 6-3, Davis had 
10 _ CHASE DANIEL QB 6-0 25 Jr Southlake, TK 57 ‘RYANSCHELSNEUR OL 63 250 Fr a trouble holding onto the ball in practices. 
2 CONNELL DAVIS 1B 63 215 So Portland, TX a ee a He played mostly with the third-team defense in 
35 _ERENY DAMS DB 61.185 fr St.touls -« 4_SESCHUMACHER LB 511235 So Columbia | the spring but could earn playing time this fall. 
26 KEVINDUNCAN 55-10 205 x ovalon ns ~«CS_PORRESTSHOCK. WR 6-1 200 Fr_Otage Bach * Reserve linebacker Quran Barge missed the 
LUNE Me mem te $A | TO a gush mud steed dring the Witter 
a oA Sie a es ay semester break in his hometown of Camden, N.J. 
i ee 51 _JAMESSTIGALL _OL_§3. 305 So _ Bue Spings A stray bullet entered his left shoulder and punc- 
Se ee 93 JOHN STULL DL_64 275 Fr Columbia tured his lung. 
SS ST SASS 2 SS ee a TS VT * As part of Gary Pinkel’s raise last November, 
53_JEOETYS L863. 215 _Fr_Houston —— —————————— | his assistant coaches received pay hikes of upwards 
we H ale of 30 percent. Offensive coordinator Dave 
7 EARL GOLDSMITH _TB_5-9 200 _dr_Denton, TX 3 DARNELL TERRELL DB_63 205 St_St. Louis Christensen will earn $197,204, up from last year’s 
78 KURTIS GREGORY OL _6-5 305 30 _LARODERICK THOMAS DB 6-0 185 Fr_Dallas, TX salary of $153,204. Defensive coordinator Matt 
5 DOMINIC GROOMS QB _6-1_ 185, 3 1 TLLMAN B63 250 ™ Eberflus will earn $194,206, up from $148,206. 
69 _JESSEHERNANDEZ OL 6-2 305 aa ee Pinkel's staff has gone unchanged since his first 
54 _ CHRIS TIPTON OL 64 310 St _ Bowling Green " i in 200: rity in tod 
‘04 EVANDER HOOD DL 6-4 295 Eee eee season at Missouri in 2001, a rarity in today’s 
17 DEL HOWARD S bat 195 50__ JAMIE VAUGHN OL 62 250) Fr Bgin game. 
11 TROWUDEWOGRS WHE 53 18) Paton LA * Three players considered leaving Missouri 
32__ AUSTIN HUFF 1B 5-8 190 y: 

Sr inal waa Eh Ge a year early for the NFL: Franklin, cornerback 
4a Darnell Terrell and tight end Martin Rucker, who 
as See: 12 _SEANWEATHERSPOON LB 61230 _So__Jasper TH was told by the league's advisory committee that 
eee 99 LORENZO WILLIAMS DL_€1 295 St _ Midwest City, OK he projected as a fifth-round pick. 
33_UKELAMBERT__TH/LB 6.3215 DAS 165,05 So Nile cag OF Rucker is Missour’s career leader for receptions 
33_ ANDY LorD DL_6:2 220 (119) and receiving yards (1,341) by a tight end. 
79 TYLER WELLEN OL 67 295 99 JEFF WOLFERT PK 6-2 185 Jr Overland Park KS 
9 JEREMY MACLIN- WR 6-1 185 20 _ MARCUS WOODS TR 58 195 St Farmington Hills, MI 
76 _ RYAN MADISON OL 6-5 300 ‘71 _ MONTE WYRICK OL 65 325 Sr Texarkana, AR 
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CHASE COFFMAN 


The other starting end, Tommy Chavis, 
contributed some last year playing tackle 
and end. Of the backups, only Tarell 
Corby has any Division I-A experience, 
and most of that came last year on special 
teams. 

Experience is thin at linebacker, too, 
but there's plenty of potential. Brock 
Christopher moves to the middle after 
making 11 starts on the strong side last 
year, After missing almost all of last sea- 
son with a groin injury, Van Alexander 
played every snap of the spring. 


The best of the bunch might be weak- 
side starter Sean Weatherspoon, who 
played some as a freshman reserve last 
year and emerged as the unit's most 
explosive player during the spring. 

Cornerback Darnell Terrell, the only 
returning defensive back who started 
every game last year, is big, strong and 
physical — prerequisites for Missouri's 
Cover-2 scheme. He leads all Tigers in 
career interceptions (nine) and break-ups 
(12). At the other corner spot, Hardy 
Ricks started eight games last year but 
will be challenged by Castine Bridges for 
starting duties. 

The safety tandem has a new look with 
free safety William Moore and. strong 
safety Pig Brown expected to earn the 
No. 1 jobs. Justin Garrett, a junior 
college transfer who signed with 
Tennessee in 2006 but never enrolled 
there, and converted cornerback Del 
Howard will compete for the third safety 
spot, which usually handles the nickel 


back assignment. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Jeff Wolfert beat out incumbent kicker 
Adam Crossett last summer and then put 
together a record-shattering season, set- 
ting single-season team marks for points 
by a kicker (99), field goals made (18), 
extra points (45) and field goal percent- 
age (.900). 

The former Missouri diver had to give 
up his scholarship with the swim team to 
try out for the football team, but his 
standout season earned him a scholarship 
in the offseason. 


Saw his promising debut 
shattered last summer 


Hime in tio eocone 
5 the 40-yard dash 


freshman Danario Alexander. ... As his 
mntinues to recover, expect, Maclin to 
emerge ‘as an all-around threat similar to 
‘mate Will Franklin. — 


Bessesese* 
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Player Profile 


CHASE DANIEL 


Chase-ing 
Down the 
Record Books 


Junior quarterback Chase Daniel is 
a film junkie — whether it’s in the 
spacious quarterback meeting room 
at Missouri's football headquarters or 
a few miles east on Stadium 
Boulevard at Hollywood Theaters. 

When he’s not watching DVDs of 
opposing defenses or breaking down 
his last practice, he might be down 
the road catching the latest flick. 
Midway through Missouri's spring 
camp, he was raving about his latest 
favorite. 


“I saw ‘300’ a couple of times,” he 
said. “I really liked it.” 

With Daniel in charge this fall, don’t 
expect another Thermopylae. Unlike 
the film's outnumbered Spartans, 
Daniel has plenty of help. He is sur- 
rounded by arguably the best collec- 
tion of skill players in team history. 

“I have to say if you want to put 
high expectations on us, then go right 
ahead,” Daniel said. 

“Of course, we're going to welcome 
it. We want to have that. ... As an 
offense, we have a very, very high 
expectation level of ourselves to go out 
and execute every single play every 
single day.” 

A year ago this time, Daniel insisted 
there was an open quarterback compe- 
tition to replace departed senior Brad 
Smith. He wasn’t fooling anyone. He 
made cameo appearances in 10 games 
as a freshman in 2005 so that Missouri 
wouldn't regress when he made the 
transition to full-time starter in ‘06. 

There was no regression. It took him 
11 possessions in the opening game to 
enter the record books as he tossed 
five touchdown passes in his debut as 
the starter, He went on to rank fifth 
nationally in total offense, averaging 
300.5 yards per game, and set Missouri 
records for passing yards (3,527) and 
touchdowns (28). 

Coach Gary Pinkel says Daniel is the 
most accurate passer he has ever 
coached, a group that includes five NFL 
quarterbacks, including Chris Chandler 
and Mark Brunell. 

“I know he had an exceptional year 
last year as a sophomore, but like 
everyone else, he has to work to get 
better,” Pinkel said. “The good news is 
he works as hard as anyone on the 
team.” 

The best news for Daniel came this 
winter when he measured 6-0 for the 
first time that he can remember — 
though he was listed at 6-1 in last 
year’s team media guide. 

“It's what God gave me and what 
T have to deal with,” he said. “I think 
it's worked out pretty fine right now.” 


Crossett is still the No. 1 punter, but 
he'll have competition when junior col- 
lege transfer Jake Harry arrives. 

Wideout Tommy Saunders was the 
best of Missouri's pune returners last year, 
but he'll have competition from Marcus 
Woods, Jeremy Maclin, Jared Perry and 
newcomer Tremaine Vaughn, They all 
could challenge last year’s kick return 
leader, tailback Earl Goldsmith. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Tigers open the season resuming 
their series with Illinois in the Edward 
Jones Dome in St. Louis, then travel to 
Oxford, Miss,, to face Mississippi, a team 
the Tigers had little trouble with in last 


year's 34-7 victory in Columbia. 


The Big 12 season begins with a cru- 
cial home game against Nebraska, pitting 
the two favorites for the North Division, 
then a road trip to Oklahoma. 

The regular season concludes with 
a neutral-site game at Kansas City’s 
Arrowhead Stadium against rival Kansas, 
the first meeting in a two-year agreement 
the schools signed in January. 

— Dave Matter 


SCHEDULE 


Sept. 9 OLE MISS — 
“Sept. 16 at New Mexico. 
Sept. 23 OHIO 


Sept. 30 


RA D6S 
Oct. 28 

(Woy g DE 
Nov. 4 


Nov. 18 
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We could have designed some fancy ad for you... 


But then we realized it was easier to just tell you that 


we're the best source for all College Football Tickets. 


UT, OU, Tech, A&M, Big 12 Game, Bowl Games...much more! 


BUY ONLINE OR CALL 1-800-SOLD-OUT. 


RETURNING STARTERS 
13; 7 offense, 5 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
(QB Sam Keller, RB Marlon Lucky, 

‘WR Maurice Purify, OL Matt Slauson, 
LB Bo tuud, IB Corey McKeon, 
cB Cortney Grixby, FS Tiere Green 


PRIMARY. STRENGTHS 
Four starters return from an offensive line 


‘that helped Nebraska rank in the Top 25 
in all four major offensive categories. The 
wide receiving corps is deep and talented. 
‘The linebacking unit, one of the best in 
‘the country, anchors aS defense. 


: POTENTIAL | PROBLEMS. 


, and the Huskers probably will lose 
hight uel comerback Zack Bowman 


still: -suspect Big 2 North. igh 
ewe bad ‘stands in the way, but ‘the — 


i ‘Nebraska ‘must replace its entire defensive 


Huskers Hungry for Return to Days of Dominance 


t has been a foregone conclusion in 
most corners of the Cornhusker state 
that Sam Keller will be Nebraska's quar- 
terback when the season opens Sept. 1. 
The one place the decision hasn't been 
made is in the Memorial Stadium office 
of head coach Bill Callahan. While others 
consider Keller the clear-cut favorite to 
replace All-Big 12 quarterback Zac 
Taylor, Callahan is intent on keeping the 
race open deep into preseason camp. 
“We won't name any starter until we 
get into the end of training camp,” 
Callahan said. “ 
continue to compete on a consistent 
basis. I wish I had a crystal ball, but you 
can’t make determinations too soon.” 


It’s positive that players 


Keller joined the program last season, 
making a hasty exit from Arizona State 
after losing the starting quarterback 
assignment to Rudy Carpenter. He was 
ASU's starter for seven games in 2005, 
throwing for 2,165 yards, before a hand 
injury took him out of the lineup. 

Junior Joe Ganz emerged in spring as 
Keller's chief competition, although 
Callahan isn’t counting out junior Beau 
Davis, freshman Patrick Witt and junior 
college transfer Zac Lee. 

Callahan was particularly impressed 
with Witt, who graduated from high 
school early to participate in spring drills. 
Lee, the son of former NFL quarterback 
Bob Lee, was injured and did not practice 
in the spring. 

The starter has big shoes to fill. Taylor 
rewrote the school’s passing record book 


in just two years in the program. 


He threw for 5,850 yards and earned all- 
conference honors in addition to being 
named the Big 12's Offensive Player of 
the Year in 2006. 

Under Taylor's direction, Nebraska 
made dramatic offensive improvement in 
2006 that resulted in the Huskers win- 
ning the Big 12 North Division title and 
returning to the conference champi- 
onship game for the first time since 1999, 

Nebraska finished in the Top 25 
nationally in the four major offensive sta- 
tistical categories in 2006, including 14th 
in total offense. The Huskers averaged 
94.3 yards per game more in 2006 than 
in the previous season, when they wound 
up 96th in total offense. 


OFFENSE 


There was a time when the value of 
Nebraska 
offense was based primarily on blocking 


wide receivers within the 


ability, not pass-catching skills. Then 
Callahan brought in the West Coast 
offense, changed the value of Nebraska 
wideouts, and began to accumulate tal- 
ented targets to use in the passing offense. 

“The receiving corps is the strength of 
this football team, and we're going to 
have to rely on that heavily throughout 
the course of the year,” Callahan said. 

“[’s great to have wide receivers that 
have been in the system, and that have 
experience and have knowledge of how to 
get open and make plays.” 

The biggest playmaker of the bunch is 
Maurice Purify, a big-body senior 
(6-4, 220) who made an immediate 
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impact last season by averaging almost 18 
yards per catch and scoring seven touch- 
downs. 

Terrence Nunn, the school’s second 
all-time leading receiver, Nate Swift, 
Frantz Hardy and Todd Peterson bring 
a variety of skills to the position. 

‘The trio of J.B. Phillips, Josh Mueller 
and Hunter Teafatiller combined for 
eight touchdown catches at tight end last 
season. 

A veteran line that returns seven players 
with starting experience should be an asset. 

Brett Byford, Andy Christensen, Mike 
Huff and Matt Slauson each started at 
least six games in 2006, although Huff 
missed spring drills after tearing his 
Achilles’ tendon, Nebraska needs break- 
out seasons from tackles Carl Nicks and 


total offense (3rd/14th), 30.6 points ppg (4th/17th) 


BACKUP) 


DEPTH 


QB Transfer year allowed him to learn the offense, Joe Gang, Jr. 

RB Marlon Lucky Jt Accounted for 1,200 all-purpose yards in ‘06. Cody Glenn, Jr. 
FB__ Matt Senske Sr___Has big shoes to fil following Dane Todd. Andy Sand, Sr. 
‘WR Terrence Nunn* Sr. Ranks second in school history with 101 catches, Nate Swift, Jr. 

WR_ Maurice Purity” Sr. Physical player is Huskers’ top playmaker at wide receiver, Todd Peterson, Jr. 
TE _ J.B, Phillips* St. Could also see action at H-back or fullback. Josh Mueller, Sr 
Carl Nicks Sr___Has physical tools to be powerful force up front. Jacob Hickman, So, 
LG Andy Christensen* Jr. Familiar face was a part-time starter last season. Mike Huff, Jr.* 

C Brett Byford* St. Took over when illness struck starter Kurt Mann, Victory Haines, Sr. 
RG Matt Slauson* Jt. Moves to guard after starting at tackle in 2006, Mike Huff, Jr. 


RT Lydon Murtha Jt 


“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 
‘2006 stats: 116.6 ypg rushing (5th in Big 12/37th NCAA), 215.3 ypg passing (Gth/7Sth), 331.9 ypg total defense (Sttv56th), 18.3 points ppg (2nd/24th) 


Inconsistency has kept him from dominating. 


Jacob Hickman, So. 


Zach Potter 


r. Key special teams performer gets chance to start. 


Clayton Sievers, Jr. 


DT TySteinkubler dr 


‘Moved inside last year and became part of rotation. 


Brandon Johnson, Sr. 


OT _Ndamukong Suh So. 


Had eight TFL and 3.5 sacks in limited action as frosh, 


© Shukree Barfield, Jr. 


DE _Bany Tumer a 


Disruptive pass rusher needs to show he can play the run, 


Pierre Allen, Fr. 


LB BoRuud* Sr, 


All-Big 12 performer shifts to strong side this season, 


Lance Brandenburgh, Sr. 


LB Corey McKeon" Sr. 


‘Three-year starter in middle is one of league's best. 


Phillip Dillard, So. 


LB Steve Octavien Sr. 


Injuries have prevented him from showcasing potential. 


Lance Brandenburgh, Sr. 


CB Cortney Grixby* Sr. 


Uses leaping ability and speed to offset lack of size, 


Armando Murillo, Jr 


CB Andre Jones* Sr. Made solid improvement in first season as starter, Corey Young, So. 
SS__Larry Asante Jr. Junior college transfer is big hitter NU needs at this position. Rickey Thenarse, So, 
FS Tierre Green* St. Exceptional athlete shifts from strong to free safety, Ben Eisenhart, Sr. 
“Returning starter 

Lydon Murtha to add to the effectiveness DEFENSE 


of this group. 

Nebraska has to overcome the loss of 
leading rusher Brandon Jackson, who 
decided to turn pro after rushing for 
nearly 1,000 yards as part of the four- 
back rotation. 

Marlon Lucky, one of the top recruits 
in the nation when he joined the program 
two seasons ago, appears set to become 
the featured back, as Cody Glenn has 
been slowed by health issues. 

Lucky accounted for more than 
1,200 all-purpose yards last season, but 
threw a scare into the Husker Nation 
when he suffered a knee injury in the 
spring game. 

The “minor sprain” was expected to be 
fine by summer. 


The linebacking corps is to the 
Nebraska defense what the wide receiver 
position is to the Husker offense. This is 
a group that doesn't expect to skip a beat 
in spite of the loss of three-year starter 
Stewart Bradley. 

All-Big 12 linebacker Bo Ruud will 
shift from the weakside position to fill 
Bradley's strongside spot. Steve Octavien 
could be a big-time playmaker on the 
weak side if he avoids injuries that have 
slowed his development the past two 
seasons. Corey McKeon is a fixture in the 
middle and 
leader. 


the defense’s emotional 


Lance Brandenburgh is a proven backup, 
while Phillip Dillard could be a big contrib- 
utor as he returns from a knee injury. 
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CORNHUSKERS RECRUITING 20) 


running back list, things are more open now. Already close to the 240- 
pound mark, Castille's power running style could allow him to play early in 
Lincoln, He's physically ahead of most freshmen, 


Marcus Mendoza, RB 

Mendoza isn’t strictly a running back,. He's a guy that can be used in 
a varity of ways. His 4.4 speed in the 40 could allow him to play running 
back, slot receiver or help on special teams. Having enrolled at mid-term 
for spring football helps his chances of seeing early playing time. 


‘Adi Kunalic, K 

‘Armed with a big leg, Kunalic could play as a freshman. With the 
departure of Jordan Congdon, a two-year starter, Kunalic could jump 
into the mix early. Kunalic will have to adjust to the college kicking 
game, but his confidence and strength should help. 


3 TEWCONMERS OF MIPALT 


Name Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars Homerown Scwoot 
AMIUKAMARA, Prince = ATH 6-1,180 ©90 — Glendale, AZ Apollo 
Rivals.com's No. 11 overall prospect in Arizona. .,. No. 87 athlete nationally. ... Rushed 


Hor 2,106 yards and 24 touchdowns as a senior. 


ASANTE, Lamy DB 61,205 ©° 
Rivals,com’s No. 9 overall junior college prospect. 
All-American, 


BARFIELD, Shukree =» OT: «6-4,310 ©O@ Garden City, KS Garden City CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 40 overall junior college prospect. ... Had 54 tackles and five sacks 
at Garden City in 2006. ... Signed with Rutgers out of high school. 


BLUE, Anthony DB 510,172 000 — Cedarkill, TX 
Rivals.com’s No. 62 safety nationally, .. Second-team All-State ... Played on Class 5A| 
state championship team, 


BURKES, Jaivorio 
Rivals250 member. 
guard nationally. 


‘CASTILLE, Quentin RB 61,234 ©000 LaPorle,TX LaPorte 
Rivals250 member, ... Rivals.com’s No. 36 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 2 fullback| 
nationally, .... Rushed for more than 1,900 yards and 22 touchdowns as senior. 


CRICK, Jared DE 66,255 coo  — Cozat, NE Cozad 
Rivals.com’s No. 4 prospect in Nebraska. .., No, 45 strongside linebacker nationally. 
Had 68 tackles and six tackles for a loss as a senior. 


DAVIS, Demetrius = DT: «6-2,28§ COO Si Joseph,MO Benton 
Rivals.com’s No. 10 overall prospect in Missouri. ... No. 39 defensive tackle nationally. 
s+ Class 4A All-State, 


DIXON, Kevin OT 63,2922 oooo 
Rivals.com's No. 36 junior college prospect nationally. 
fat Garden City last season. 


GILLEYLEN, Curenski WR 6-0, 210 © Leander, TX Leander 
Rivals.com’s No. 52 overall prospect in Texas. ... No, 49 wide receiver nationally. ... 
‘Caught 30 passes for 915 yards and nine touchdowns. 


HAGG, Eric ATH 6-1, 192 ° 
Rivals.com’s No. 15 overall prospect in Arizona. .. 
nine touchdowns as a senior. 


© Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville CC 


... Honorable mention junior college 


OL 64,311 000 Phoenix,AZ Moon Valley 


Rivals.com's No. 3 overall prospect in Arizona. ... No. 7 offensive’ 


Garden City, KS Garden City CC 
Had 42 tackles and eight sacks 


Peoria, AZ Ironwood 
Caught 49 passes for 920 yards and 


HELU, Roy RB 5-11, 206 ° Danville, CA San Ramon Valley 
Rivals.com’ No. 55 running back nationally. ... Ran for 1,085 yards and 11 touchdowns 
as a senior. ... Added 300 receiving yards. 

HILL, Ryan TE 6-3,230 © — Arvatia,CO —Arvaia West 


Rivals.com’s No. 13 overall prospect in Colorado. ... No. 41 tight end nationally. ... 
[Caught 42 passes for 924 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior. 


Commitments 


Though Gilleylen didn't receive as high 
a ranking as other receiver prospects 
in Texas, the 6-0, 210-pounder is 
already rock solid physically. He has 
Plenty of speed to stretch the field. 
Athleticism could earn him some play 
ing time in Year Two, and he could 
have a bright future in a pro-style 


2OGE (IEEDS 

Tight end is one of the bigger positions of 
need in the 2008 class after the Huskers had 
some misses in the 2007 group. Also, the 


offense. Huskers will look to add depth and speed at 

the linebacker position. Look for at least one 

quarterback to be signed in the 2008 group. 

— John Talman, Rivals.com 

Name Pos. Hr.,Wr. Stars HomeTown ‘Scnoot 
JONES, Marcel OL 67,310 © — Phoenix, AZ Trevor Browne 

Rivals.com’s No. 13 overall prospect in Arizona. ... Honorable mention All-State. 

KUNALIC, Adi K 60,175 oo Fort Worth, TX. North Crowley 


Rivals.com’s No. 18 kicker. .. 
29 of 31 extra point attempts, 


LAWRENCE, Blake LB 62,199 © © Qyertand Park, KS Shawnee Mission W, 
Rivals.com’s No. 1 overall prospect in Kansas. ... No. 18 linebacker nationally. 
Also started at quarterback . ... Had 60 tackles and three interceptions as a senior. 


LEE, Zac QB 6-2,200 O06 SanfranciscaCh — SanFranison Oo 
Rivals.com’s No. 10 overall junior college prospect. ... Passed for more than 3,400 
yards and 35 touchdowns in 2006. ... Completed more than 64 percent of his passes. 


MENDOZA, Marcus RB 5-10,175 OOO Houston, TX Spring Woods 
Rivals.com's No. 65 overall prospect in Texas. ... No, 12 all-purpose back nationally .. 
Rushed for 700 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior... Also had 250 receiving yards 


MOORE, Terrence OT 63,267 ©O© New Orleans, LA McDonogh 35 
Rivals.com’s No, 22 prospect in Louisiana, ... No. 41 defensive tackle nationally. ... 
Had 31 tackles for loss and 14 sacks as a senior. 


MURILLO, Armando = DB 60,195 ©@OO Thatcher, AZ Eastem Arizona CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 21 overall junior college prospect. ... Had seven interceptions and two 
touchdowns last sesaon. 


PAUL, Niles WR 62,210 9000 Omaha, NE North 
Rivals.com’s No. 83 prospect nationally. ... No. 1 prospect in Nebraska. ... No, 10 wide 
receiver nationally. ... Had 814 receiving yards and 13 touchdowns as a senior. 


‘STAFFORD, Austin 1B 62,197 ©@0 — Hayward,CA Hayward 
Rivals.com’s No. 45 prospect in California. ... No. 26 outside linebacker nationally, .. 
Had 14 sacks as a senior. 


‘SULLIVAN, Shawn DB 5-11,18 ooo 


Rivals.com’s No. 43 cornerback nationally 


‘Made four of six fleld goal attempts ... Successful on 
‘Averaged almost 40 yards per punt. 


Brenham, TX Brenham 


All-District wide receiver as a senior, 


TOWNSEND, Joseph DT = 6-4,295 ©OOO Los Altostills,CA Foothill College 


Rivals.com’s No. 30 overall junior college prospect nationally. ... First-team All-League. 


WASHINGTON, Latravis DB 63,210 ©©© — Bratlenton,FL Bayshore 
Rivals.com’s No. 65 overall prospect in Florida. ... No. 39 safety nationally. ... Had five 
sacks as a senior, 


WITT, Patrick QB 64,215 COO — Wylie, TX Wylie 
Rivals.com’s No. 84 prospect in Texas. ... No. 18 pro-style quarterback nationally. 
Passed for 1,846 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 


‘YANCY, William DE 64,223 coo 
Rivals.com’s No. 4 overall prospect in Arizona. 
‘rationally. ... Had seven sacks as a senior, 


Glendale, AZ —_lronwood 


No. 19 strongside defensive end 
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95 PIERRE ALLEN DE 6-5 265 Fr Denver, CO 13__ COREY McKEON 1B 6-1 225 Sr_ Naperville, IL 
4 LARRY ASANTE $61 210 _So_Alerndi A= “58 ANDY MANETL LB 61205 “Fr Omaha 
56. SHURREE GARFIELD DT_64 310 3r Camden, ND (ME HAMEL TE 64 228 Mekeood 
66_CHUZBARRETT ——OL_64 325 FY DaylmaBach FL > yancus MBDA TB S40 175 Tr Hout 
5 JSTINAMIMGARTER LS 62255 Ghyeme, WW 
57_DBIS BERGLAND —OL_61_290_r_Pattaouth 
STIART BONNE EE Sor Sao ng SOMMER TE 525 tnt 
40__LANCE BRANDENBURGHLB 6-1 230 Sr_Overland Park, KS. 2S BRMABDO SUSU 60. 105) ts Saat 
em Sea 7é_LYOON MURTHA —_OL_67 305 ar Hutchison 10 
a ae 77_CARLNICKS —_OL_65 330 Sr_Salitas,CA 
82 WES CANMACK WR 5.11185 _So_DeWite, 3_TERRENCE HUAN WR 60 190. Sr Houston, TX 
62__ ANDY CHRISTENSEN OL 6-3 300 Jr__ Bennington 33__ MATT O'HANLON, S_5-11.200 Jr Bellevue 
NIK OOEY LB 62 240 So _Glndle AZ 21a, OAT S61 245 Sr Omaha 
6 MAJOR CULBERT 1B 60 210 So Harbor Gity, CA 15 STEVEOCIVIEN LB 60 240 Sr Naples, 
See OB SS 90 venice CA 17 TODD PETERSON _WR_6-4 210 Jr Grand Island 
52_FHILUP DILARD LB 6-1 250 So Tusa, Ok 
REREAD i Boe 65 JB PAULIS TE 63 245 St _coleyile TK 
Se ee 69 JORDAN PICOU__OL_62 305 _Sr_RiltoCA 
‘TYRONE FAHIE DL_6-3 260 Fr__ Virginia Beach, VA 2 POTTER, De _ 6-7) 200__Jt_Owiaha. 
27_RYAN FORD. DB_5-11 175 So Winfield, AL 86__ ANDY POULOSKY. DE_62 255 _Sr_Ponca 
32_ JOE GANZ QB 6-1 200 Jr __ Palos Heights, IL 16__MAURICE PURIFY WR 6-4 220 Sr__Eureka, CA 
AARON GILLASPIE FB 6-2 235‘ Fr__ Littleton, CO 85 __ THOMAS RICE DE 6-1 240 Sr__Lincoln 
DAN GLASSHAN TE 64 265 _Fr_Omaha 55 CRAIG ROARK OT 62 305 $0 _ Ala, OK 
34 —Comv Gum 60 230 Rk, TH 4 TAMER RUCKER _WR_56 160 Fr_innenpolis 1 
2 Ere ee Hae a si 80 RUUD B63 20 St Lol 
; Omaha 
75_VICTORY HANES _OL_67 290 Sr _Logan, UT a 
7 FRANT? HARDY WR 6-1 190 Sr_Miani FL 
80__ HARVEY FRANTZ_ DE_ 6-4 255 So __LaPlata, MD. Be CEATTON STEVES DE TEM 245s Blborn 
90 _ ALEX HENERY PK 62 170 ft Omaha 70_ MATT SLAUSON, OL 65 335 Jr__Colorado Springs, CO. 
9 WILL HENRY WR 65 210 Fr El Paso, TX 97__ MIKE SMITH OL 6-6 285 Fr_Las Vegas, NV 
67__ JACOB HICKMAN OL__6-4 285 So Bakersfield, CA. 43_TY STEINKUHLER DT _6-3 285 Jr__Lincoln 
6_ Sea HILL TE 63 250 Si Lie 91 MICHAEL SUCH P62 205 Allen TH 
4 EVEL HOLT WR 6-4 215 So SanDiegs CA 93 NOAMUONG SUH__DT 6-4 305 So Portland, OR 
G4_ MIKE HUFF OL 64 300 $0 Ralston ACTaT SLT GREAT Saar a 
91__ SETH JENSEN. DT_6-3 295 Fr_Fort Morgan, CO o7_ NATE SWIFT WR 62 200 dx Hutchinson, NN 
71__ZACH JEPSON DT_6-2 235 Fr__Omaha “46 BENTASA TE 64 230 _ Fr Humphrey 
96 BRANDON JOHNSON DT 6-3 315 St_ Chicago, IL 
2% _ANDRE JONES CB 6-0 190 Sr_Ft. Walton Beach, FL. 0 HUNTER THAEATSLLERTE 63. 230.3 Ring thang. CA 
73 DJ. JONES OL 65 310 Fr Omaha 3_RICKEY THENARSE DB 6-0 190 So _Los Angeles, CA 
5 SAM KELLER 6-4 230 Sr Davila CA 97_oawtmeumven P60 200 3k Cheyenne. WY 
19 __ TYLER KESTER DB 6-1 205 Sr__ Clearwater 99 _ BARRY TURNER DE 6-3 250 Jr _ Antioch, TN 
30__ PATRICK KITZUL_ WR 6-1. 195 Fr__ Driftwood, TX 4 __ ADAM WATSON, S_ 6-0 185 Fr__Lincotn 
40_ COLTON KOEHLER _LB 6-1 230__So__ Harvard. 37_ JAKE WESCH PK 6-1 200 Jr North Bend 
36_THOMAS LAWSON FB/IB 6-0 240 Ot Parker, CO 2_ ANTHONY WEST 60195 fr _ San Diego,CA 
- aE 5 a ze = es 68 _KETH WILLIAMS OL_6:5 310 _Fr_Foissant, MO 
SMG BCE a aay DRUMS S65 SG Hs 
eo KEVIN LURS Dr 64 270 St Omaha 27__ KENNY WILSON, TB 6-0 220 Sr_Liberal, KS 
35. AUSTIN MAKOWICKA FB 6.1235. Fr Ulyues 6 _ PATRICK WITT QB 6-4 215 Fr_Wylle, TK 
or 53 TYURWORTMAN L865 230 _9c_Grand ind 
55 NATHAN McBRIDE 1S 6-1 205 So _Seotidale, AZ 23 COREY YOUNG DB 6-0 195 So_Omaha 
78 ROBBIE McEWEN 1S 6-0 235 Jr North Platte 49 DREU YOUNG: TE 6-4 220 Fr Cozad 


Effie 


aoks¢ 
M. Lucky 
C, Glenn 


RECEIVING 


Name 
7 Nunn 
M. Purity 
B, Jackson 


14 
14 


Tackles: 

Interce| 

Sacks: A. Carrike 
Tackles for loss: 


Att Cop Int 


Pet 


tony 
75 
63 
49 


Results 


(NOTEBOOK 


-back Marlon Lucky is expected to be at full 

strength when the Huskers open preseason 
practice in August. 

Lucky was one of two projected offensive 
starters that suffered injuries during Nebraska's 
spring game, The other, tackle Lydon Murtha, also 
is expected to be ready when camp opens. 

Lucky suffered a sprained medial collateral 
ligament when tackled late in the spring game. 

The Huskers need him healthy, Leading rusher 
Brandon Jackson left for the NFL, and Kenny 
Wilson already has been declared out for 2007 
with a broken leg, The Huskers’ other experienced 
T-back, Cody Glenn, battled a foot injury during 
spring drills. 

The Huskers experimented with moving Major 
Culbert from safety to I-back in the spring. 
Callahan said no determination has been made 
where Culbert will line up in the fal. 

“T really liked what I saw of Major this spring,” 
Callahan said. "He's developed; he's worked hard; 
he shows qualities that we like, It always good to 
train these guys in different roles.” 

The Huskers will add Quentin Castille and 
Roy Helu in the fall. Another freshman, 
Marcus Mendoza, arrived early and went through 
spring drils. 

® Larry Asante earned a reputation as a big 
hitter in junior college, From what the Huskers 
saw in the spring, Asante is as vicious as adver- 
tised. 

Asante passed up a possible interception during 
the spring game in order to lay a lick on a receiv- 
er, Cornerback Cortney Grixby asked Asante why 
he had no interest in the football. 

“He said, ‘Man, I just said forget the pick, 
I might as well just try to kill him,” Grixby said. 
“"'m like, ‘OK, I see where your mindset is at!” 

Asante ran with the first team in the spring 
game alongside returning starter Tierre Green. 
Along with Rickey Thenarse and Bryan Wilson, 
they give Nebraska a chance to be more physical 
in 2007. 

© For the second straight season, Nebraska's 
game against Southern California will air in prime- 
time, ABC will televise the Sept. 15 meeting in 
Lincoln, The Trojans pulled out a 28-10 victory 
over Nebraska in the 2006 meeting in Los Angeles. 


(8-5, 6-2) 
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MAURICE PURIFY 


With the defensive line going through 
a makeover, and the secondary stung by 


the loss of Zack Bowman to injury, the 


Huskers must get solid play from their 
linebackers. Or, as McKeon sees it, 


“Te’s on the lineback 


this defe 
Nebras 


extreme makeover. 


se going.” 
a's line is undergoing an 
The Huskers must 
find replacements for ends Jay Moore and 
Adam Carrik 
and Ola Dagunduro. 


r, and tackles Barry Cryer 


The only player in the new front four 
with starting experience is sophomore 
Ndamukong Suh, who is considered 
a budding star at tackle. Zach Potter and 
Ty Steinkuhler emerged from spring as 
leading candidates on the line, but there's 
plenty of work to do with this group. 

“We graduated some outstanding 
players,” Callahan said, “but that’s not to 
say that the upcoming players will not be 
outstanding.” 


Bowman flirted with the possibility of 
heading for the NFL after missing all of 


last season, with a torn ligament in his 
knee. He decided to return for his senior 
season, but suffered another injury — 
a torn tendon in his other knee — 
that clouds the possibility he will play 
another game for the Huskers. 

The Hus 


cornerback in Cortney Grixby and Andre 


ers return both starters at 


Jones, and Tierre Green is set to move 


from strong safety to free safety. A posi- 
tive development in spring drills was the 
big-time hitting ability displayed by new- 


comer Larry Asante, as well as sophomore 


Rickey Thenarse. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Jordan Congdon, who attempted just 
seven field goals, did not make a kick 
longer than 40 yards, 


Congdon, a two-year starter, left the 


program, leaving kickoff man Jake Wesch 
and freshmen Adi Kunalic and Alex 
Henery to compete for the job. Dan 
Titchener, who averaged 39.3 yards per 


punt, is back. 


Huskers will look to 
fetuming AULBig 12 line~ 
hacker to solidify its inex- 

enced defense, ... He 


teas f 
shifts from the weakside to 


‘strongside linebacker spot 


to replace Stewart Bradley. 


. Ruud finished fourth on 
the team in 2005. with 
65 tackles, including seven 
for losses. He also inter- 
‘cepted two passes, broke up four and recovered 
thiee fumbles... Played one of his best games 
in crucial Big 12 win over Missouri, posting 


"seven tackles, returning an interception 40 yards 


and sealing victory with fumble recovery, ... Had 


| career-best 15 tackles in victory at Kansas State, 


RB Marlon Lucky || | 
‘One of the nation’s top 
Yecruits when he joined the 
‘program, Lucky already is 
a proven performer but 
could be on brink of 


| a breakout season as he fig: 


‘utes to be featured running 
hack, ,.. He is Huskers’ lead- 


"ing returning rusher with 


728 yatis, and he account- 
ed for 1,266 all-purpose 
yards. .. Eamed second-team all-league honors 
from The Associated Press as an all-purpose 
layer. .,. Showed dependable receiving skills 


“out of the backfield with 32 catches for 


383 yatds as sophomore. ,. 
touchdown pass against Texas. 


TOP NELUCOMER 


OB Gain Keller. | 
“Nebraska's West Coast 
offense is predicated on 
having a solid quarterback, 
and the Huskers figure they 
got a good one in this 
‘Arizona State transfer. 
Spent transfer year leaming 
‘the offense and was named 
‘Huskers! scout team Player 
of the Year... As a junior 


‘Threw a 25-yard 


Hat ASU, thew for 2,165 


yards and 20 touchdowns in seven games before 
hand injury ended his season, .,. Threw for 
‘461 yards against LSU in 2005. .. Had four games 
‘with four touchdown passes: MH let 
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Player 


80 AUUD 


Ruud Move 
Adds to NU’s 
Versatility 


Some all-conference players might 
fight a switch from a position where 
they earned all-star recognition. 

Not linebacker Bo Ruud. 

The senior will move from weak- 
side to strongside linebacker for his 
senior season. Ruud, who earned 
All-Big 12 honors last season, will 
replace Stewart Bradley, a three-year 
starter. 

“Being a guy who played the weak 
side last year, you almost feel left 
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Profile 


out sometimes,” Ruud said. “Teams 
were going at the bubble strongside, 
throwing a lot more strongside. 

“They're putting me in a position 
this year to be in the mix a lot. Really, 
I like what they're doing with me.” 

What the Huskers are doing, coach 
Bill Callahan said, is trying to take 
advantage of Ruud’s versatility. 

“We love the fact that he’s a com- 
plete player with a lot of upside,” 
Callahan said. “He has a lot of poten- 
tial to do a lot of great things.” 

One of Ruud’s strengths is his pass- 
coverage ability. The 6-3 Ruud has 
intercepted four passes and broken up 
10 others in the past two seasons. 

At 240 pounds, he’s more mobile 
than Bradley, who was listed at 
250 pounds last season and was the 
heaviest linebacker at the NFL com- 
bine at 254. Nebraska played the 
heftier Bradley almost like a fifth 
defensive lineman. 

Nebraska expects to drop Ruud into 
pass coverage more than it did with 
Bradley. 

“We're not changing philosophies, 
we're just adding to the package,” 
Ruud said. “I’m going to be playing in 
different positions than what teams 
are used to seeing from the SAM.” 

That very much makes Ruud an 
X-factor — as a blitzer, or covering 
slot receivers, or jamming the tight 
end or ... whatever else Callahan 
needs. 

The move opens up the weakside 
position for Steve Octavien, a talented 
player whose development has been 
slowed by injuries. Octavien was 
named the starter before the 2005 sea- 
son but broke his leg in the first half 
of the opener against Maine. Ruud has 
started 23 games over the past two 
years. 

“We always would have liked to 
have them on the field at the same 
time, but we had Stew and we weren't 
going to get Stew off the field,” defen- 
sive coordinator Kevin Cosgrove said. 

“Now it gives us the ability to get 
them both out there at the same 
time.” 


Nebraska returns the majority of play- 
ers who handled return chores. The 
Huskers need more in those departments 
as it ranked 112th nationally in kickoff 
returns (17.4 yards per return) and 69th 
in punt returns (8.2). 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Nebraska will face a demanding sched- 
ule that includes a visit by preseason 
No. 1 Southern California on Sept. 15, 
one week after the Huskers travel to play 
at defending ACC champion and senior- 
laden Wake Forest. 

Nebraska opens the season at home 
against Nevada, which played in the 
MPC Computers Bowl last season. 

‘Two of Nebraska's most stringent Big 
12 tests will be on the road — 
at Missouri and at Texas. The meeting 
with Missouri on Oct. 6 could provide 
the winner with an inside track to the 
North Division title. 

Of the Huskers’ four Big 12 home 
games, only the conference opener 
against Iowa State figures to be a decided 
mismatch. 

— Steve Pivovar 


SCHEDULE 


Sept. 1 NEVADA 

‘Sept. 8 ‘at Wake Forest 
“Sept. 15 USC 
“Sept.22. BALL STATE 


a TT 
Sept. 29 IOWA STATE 


a RN 


Oct. 6 at Missouri 
“Oct.20 «=«=———STEXAS A&M 
Gl 


Nov. 10 KANSAS STATE 


UEC ES a ET PER pe EY 
Nov. 23 at Colorado 
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For Vodka Lovers, Not Bottle Collectors. 


Our labels tell the sto 


VODKA 


Crafted in an Old Fashioned Pot Still 
by Texas' First & Only Distillery 
AUSTIN TEXAS 


DISTILLED & BOTTLED BY FIFTH GENERATION, INC., 40% ALC./VOL. 


Tito's Handmade Vodka 
Unanimous Double Gold Medal Winner of the 
World Spirits Competition! 
DISTILLED SIX TIMES 


Tito’s Handmade Vodka is designed to be savored 
by spirit connoisseurs. It is micro-distilled in an 
old-fashioned pot still, just like fine single malt 
scotches and high-end French cognacs. This time- 
honored method of distillation requires more skill 
and effort than modern column stills, but it’s well 
worth it. Our handcrafted technique offers more 
control over the distillation process, resulting in a 
spectacularly clean product of incomparable 
excellence. Only the heart of the run, “the nectar” 
is taken, leaving behind residual higher and lower 
alcohols. The vodka is cleansed of phenols, esters, 
congeners and organic acids by filtering it through 
the finest activated carbon available. Critics call 
‘Tito’s “a homegrown symphonic spirit to applaud” 
and say “it can go head to head with any of the 
worlds’ greats and not break a sweat.” 

Shake once from freezer. No sugar or gelatin added. 
It's in the bottle, so enjoy! —77Zq— 


GOVERNMENT \)| titosvodka.com 
eee 100% VODKA FROM GRAIN 
Cie wegrOU BEVERAGES | 80 Proof - 750ML 
THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS. (2) 

eras as A 
BEVERAGES IMPAIRS YOUR ABILITY 

TO. SA A CAR OR OPERATE 

PROBLEMS. 


994 100002! | 


HMR magazine assembled a panel 


of four experts! Here’s their story... 


The panels’ goal was to taste each of 
our six contestants under various 
conditions and score them accordingly. 
Our test was organized into samplings 
with each spirit being tasted at room 
temperature, chilled, and finally, mixed in 
a martini! While some of our judges had 
difficulty deciding with just a single 
sampling, we made them finish the test 
before we poured another round! 

Each vodka had the potential to earn 
forty points per category, fora total of 120 


YOURI 
KETEL ONE 


PEARL 
TITO’S 

GREY GOOSE 
CHOPIN 


points. While some of these vodkas were 
well known and old favorites, others were 
complete strangers to our panel. So let’s 
see how they stack up! 


Our official standings are as follows: 


First Place- TITO’S 

Second Place-PEARL 

Third Place- KETEL ONE 

Fourth Place - CHOPIN 

Fifth Place- GREY GOOSE 

Sixth Place- YOURI DOLGORUKI 
HMR magazine, Novembar/ December, 2004 
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RB Allen Patrick, RB/RS DeMarco Murray, 
WR Malcolm Kelly, CB/RS Reggie Smith, 
(CB Marcus Walker, K Garrett Hartley _ 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 
The offense is flush with wideouts, tig) 
ends and running backs. Star tailback 
‘Adrian Peterson will be replaced by 

a committee of former high school 
All-Americans. A capable offensive 
line has many moving parts. - 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


"Sure, there are plenty of players who 

‘catch the ball, but who will throw 
“it to them? Quarterback is a three-headed 
monster of inexperience. Defensive end — 
suffered significant losses with the depar. 
“tures of three seniors. Also guests two. 
superb linebackers. eae 


RB Adrian Peterson, QB Paul Thompso1 
1B Rufus Alexander, DE Lamy Birdine, 
‘MLB Zach Latimer, OT Chris Messner, 

DE C.J. Ah You. 


‘The Sooners played in three national title —— 
‘games from 2000 to 2004. In the past two 

~ years, OU has had the audacity to lose 

Seven games. Such results are unacceptable 
to crazed fan ready fox another tile shot. 
If questions at quarterback and along the — 
defensive front are answered, another —— 
‘chance at a national championship Scales 
not be an ort srucclatiny, 


OU has Done This Before: Win Big with a New GB 


klahoma’s bowl experience was so 
adventurous last season that 
Hollywood came calling. 

Unfortunately for the Sooners, Boise 
State was cast in a starring role. 

The 2007 Fiesta Bowl became an 
instant classic, one of the most memorable 
games in recent college football history. 

Incessant references to the Broncos’ stun- 
ning 43-42 overtime upset over seventh- 
ranked OU will no doubt follow this year’s 
Sooners, but they might have the talent to 
create a storybook ending of their own. 

Despite running back Adrian Peterson 
bolting one year early for the NFL draft, 
despite losing roughly half of the total 
tackles on defense, and despite having 
essentially three rookies running neck- 
and-neck in a three-horse race at starting 
quarterback, OU still might be good 
enough to win its fifth Big 12 Conference 
crown in the eight seasons to make yet 
another BCS bowl appearance. 

That should be enough to erase those 
bad Fiesta Bow! memories. 

Boise State jumping out to a 14-0 lead 
in the first quarter ... stretching its lead to 
28-10 midway through the third quarter 

.. storming back to tie the game at 35-35 

with a 50-yard hook-and-lateral connec- 
tion on fourth-and-18 with seven seconds 
left in regulation ... scoring on a five-yard 
halfback option pass on fourth down in 
overtime ... winning the game on a two- 
point conversion with a behind-the-back 
handoff to running back Ian Johnson, 
who promptly celebrated by proposing to 
his favorite cheerleader on the sideline. 

OU coach Bob Stoops tipped his visor 
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to Boise State. 

“ve never seen or been in one like it,” 
Stoops said of the game. 

No one had ever seen anything like 
this either: The fifth-year seniors on last 
year’s squad completed a somewhat 
unfathomable “BCS slam” by getting to 
play in all four BCS bowls — the Rose 
Bowl in 2003, Sugar ('04), Orange ('05) 
and the Fiesta in °07. 

If its quarterback quandary no longer is 
in question, and if inconsistency can be 
conquered, Oklahoma figures to be play- 
ing in January again. Sure, there could 
even be a BCS rematch against Boise State. 

Hey ... Hollywood loves a sequel. 


OFFENSE 


It is with tremendous pride chat 
Stoops reminds observers that his Sooners 
have won four Big 12 championships 
with four different starting quarterbacks. 

So forgive Stoops if he doesn’t fret 
about this year's quarterback derby 
involving junior Joey Halzle, redshirt 
freshman Sam Bradford (a former Top-20 
QB recruit) and freshman Keith Nichol. 

“We're used to this,” 


“Hopefully, we'll get back to another one 


Stoops said. 


with a different quarterback.” 

Stoops protected all three candidates 
throughout the spring, shielding them 
from media and a potential onslaught of 
da 


-day status reports. 


The quarterback mystery remained 
unsolved going into the summer. With 
the head man mum on the subject, here’s 
an educated assessment of the pecking 
order heading into fall practice: Bradford, 
WWW.LINDYSSPOATS.COM 2007 


Halzle, Nichol. 
We do know this about the player who 


lines up behind junior center Jon Cooper 
— he'll have plenty of help. 

The Sooners have a dozen quality 
receivers among their wideouts, tight 
ends and running backs. Junior wide 
receiver Malcolm Kelly is a budding 
superstar. He sat out spring ball after get- 
ting his knee scoped. Fellow starters 
Juaquin Iglesias and Manuel Johnson also 
are hard to check, and backup Adron 
Tennell strutted his stuff in the spring. 

OU essentially has three starting tight 
ends in Jermaine Gresham, Joe Jon Finley 
and Brody Eldridge. 

‘The Sooners have enough quality run- 
ning backs to return to the wishbone with 
Allen Patrick, Chris Brown, DeMarco 


Sam Bradford 


Redshirt freshman in three-way battle for starting job. 


RB Allen Patrick Honorable mention All-Big 12, even as a backup. C. Brown, So/D. Murray, Fr. 
WR__ Malcolm Kelly" dt AltAmerican candidate sat out spring after knee surgery. _Adron Tennell, So. 
WR _ Juaquin Iglesias” Jr._No. 2 receiver last year with 41 receptions and 514 yards. Fred Strong, Jr. 

WR _ Manuel Johnson Jf Another outstanding receiver; 36 receptions last season. Brandon Caleb, So. 
TE Jermaine Gresham So. _ Freakish athlete adds to an impressive group of tight ends. Joe Jon Finley, Sr. * 
(Phil Loadholt Jr. Junior college transfer is a huge addition, Cory Brandon, Fr. 
LG — George Robinson* Jr. “Duke” has gotten smaller ... and better. Sherrone Moore, Sr. 
C Jon Cooper* Jt. Second-highest grade for O-linemen at 77 percent last year. Chase Beeler, So. 
RG Brandon Walker* Jr. Started every game in ‘06; is being pushed by Simmons. Brian Simmons, So, 
AT —Branndon Braxton" Jr, Started seven games last year before breaking his left leg, Trent Williams, So.” 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 
‘2006 stats: 98.7 ypg rushing (2nd in Big 12/16th in NCAA), 188.4 ypg passing (3rd/41st), 287.1 ypg total defense (1st/16th), 17.3 ppg (1st/19th) 


Alonzo Dotson 


Had some shining moments playing in nine games in 06, 


‘Auston English, So. 
Gerald MoCoy, Fr. 
Steven Coleman, 
Auston English, So. 


Lendy Holmes, Jr.” 
Keenan Clayton, So. 
Darien Willams, St.* 


DT _DeMarcus Granger ‘Two heralded recruits battle to fill a key vacant spot. 

DT Cory Bennett” Jf. Plenty of experience working in four-man rotation in’06, 

DE — John Williams Sr. Slowed by knee surgery two years ago; now, gets his chance. 
LB Curtis Lofton Jr. Has unenviable task of trying to replace Rufus Alexanc 

LB Mike Reed Jt. Junior college transfer will try to fill void left by Zach Latimer. 
LB Sr. Former DB weighs only 210, but found a place at LB. 

cB Jt, ABig 12 pick retums to comertack after playing strong safety. 
cB Sr___Second-team All-Big 12; makes OU strong at both corners. 
ss Sr. Though he has struggled at times, he keeps bouncing back. 
FS Jt. Former nickel back was second-team All-Big 12 as safety. 
“Returning starter 

Murray, Mossis Madu and Jacob 


Gutierrez. 

Their linemen are talented, inter- 
changeable and monstrous, with a start- 
ing five that averages 6-5 and 316 
eins: 

“Man, this is an exciting team. They'll 
pirtvome pointaronmtherthoutl® uid 
Adrian Peterson, the star of the show 
before going pro at the end of last season. 

The better the 10 other offensive 
starters play, the less pressure there will be 
on their rookie quarterback. If Bradford- 
Halzle-Nichol can deliver, the Sooners’ 
offense should be potent. 

“They'll only keep getting better,” 
Stoops said of the trio. “I think the 
biggest factor is the players around them 
need to play better. We have so many 
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guys back, thar if they'll step it up, i'll 
make it easier for those quarterbacks.” 


DEFENSE 


The Sooners’ entire senior class last sea- 
son consisted of only eight scholarship 
players, but they lost five quality starters in 
defensive ends Larry Birdine, C.J. Ah You 
and Calvin Thibodeaux, plus linebackers 
Rufus Alexander and Zach Latimer. 

Also gone is junior defensive tackle 
Carl Pendleton, who gave up football to 
raise his 10-year-old brother, Kierstan, 
and attend graduate school. 

Defensive end no doubt is an area of 
concern, but seniors Alonzo Dotson and 
John Williams are ready to step into full- 
time roles. 

Dotson learned a lesson not only as 
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SOONERS RECRUITING 200 


Committments 
‘Average Stars 


Mike Reed, LB 

Usually the Sooners are known for a high school headliner, but in the class of 

2007, it's the nation’s No. 2 junior college prospect in the country leading the 

way. Five-star Marysville (Cal) Yuba Community College linebacker Mike 

M4] Reed is a 6-4, 245-pounder who brings deceptive speed and physicality to the 
position that Sooners fans are used to. Reed shouid figure into the mix early 

in Norman. He was also an early graduate and competed in spring ball 


Frank Alexander, DE 

The Sooners are ecstatic about getting Alexander away from the SEC 
schools and out of Baton Rouge. OU has had some great success with play- 
ers from Louisiana in the past and they hope that track record carries over 
with Alexander. The Sooners need depth at defensive end and Alexander 
could play a key role as a reserve early in his career. 


Keith Nichol, QB 

With Paul Thompson gone, the quarterback position is wide open at 
Oklahoma and Nichol, a former Michigan State commitment that 
switched late to the Sooners, was able to go through spring drills and 
compete for the starting spot. Even if he doesn't earn the job as a true 
freshman, the Sooner coaches are excited about his potential to be 
a multi-year starter. 


SF NEWCOMERS OF MIPFILT 


Name Pos. Hr, Wr Stars Homerown Scuoot 
ALEXANDER, Frank = DE 6-5, 227 Baton Rouge, LA Southem Lab 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 10 overall prospect in Louisiana. ... No. 8 weak- 
side defensive end nationally. ... Had 76 tackles and 13 sacks as a senior. ... First-team 
All-State. 

|ANERSON, David! DE 645,220 oo Lawton, OK = MacArthur 


First-team All-State. ... Had 82 tackles and 11 sacks as a senior. ... All-District in 
basketball. 


BOX, Austin 1B 63,215 coco Enid, OK Enid 
Rivals.com's No. 46 prospect nationally. ... No. 3 outside linebacker nationally... 
No. 1 prospect in Oklahoma, ... Enrolled in January. ... Played quarterback, running 
back, wide receiver and safety. ... Had 71 tackles and three interceptions as a senior. 


BROYLES, Ryan DB 60,170 eoo@o Norman, 0K Norman 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 4 overall prospect in Oklahoma. ... No. 11 
/cornerback nationally. ... Had 44 catches for 908 yards and eight scores as a senior. .... 
Averaged 20.6 yards per catch. ... Had 73 tackles and six interceptions. 


BUMPUS, Jontae DE 6-4,225 coo Muskogee, OK Muskogee 
Rivals.com’s No. 8 prospect in Oklahoma. ... No. 30 weakside defensive end nationally. 
+» Had 92 tackles and nine sacks as a senior. ... District Defensive Lineman of the Year. 


‘COOKE, Kody OL 64,28 coo — Enid, 0K Enid 
Rivals.com’s No. 14 overall prospect in Oklahoma. ... No. 54 offensive guard nationally. 
... Enrolled in January. ... District co-offensive Lineman of the Year. 


FLEMING, Jamell DB 5-10,187 0@00 Arlington, TX Seguin 
Rivals250 member... Rivals.com's No, 35 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 12 comerback 
nationally. ... First-team Al-District. ... Second-team All-State. ... Had 481 receiving 
yards and four touchdowns as'a senior. 


HANNAN, Jason OL 64,277 000 Waxahachie, TX 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No 23 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 1 center 
nationally. ... Never allowed a sack in three seasons. 


JACKSON, Desmond = DB «5-11, 187 GOO Seguin, TK Seguin 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 39 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 14 safety 
nationally, ... Had 86 tackles and three interceptions as a senior. ... Also standout kick| 
‘and punt returner with five special teams touchdowns. 


LEWIS, Travis 1B 64,213 oo San Antonio, TX Lee 
Rivals.com’s No. 37 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 20 outside linebacker natioanly. 
All-Area and All-Metro. ... Rushed for 1,436 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. 


|LOADHOLT, Phil OL 69,360 ooo Garden City, KS Garden City CC 
Rivals.com’s No. 20 overall junior college prospect. ... Enrolled in January. ... Two-time 
junior college All-American. ... Conference Lineman of the Year. ... Had 113 tackles and 
93 pancake blocks. 


THE SLEEPER 


‘At one point late in the process it looked 
like Taylor was heading to North Carolina 
or Tulsa. The Tar Heels and Golden 
Hurricane had offered him a scholarship 
and after arriving back from a visit to 
Chapel Hill he stopped off and met with 
the Sooner coaches. An offer was 
extended and hours later he was heading 
to Norman as an official OU commit- 
‘ment. At 6-3, 213, the Sooner coaches 
believe if he had been playing some- 
where in Texas that he would have had 


National Rank: 14 


GOB (1EEDS 


The Sooners always lke to sign a class full at 
‘almost every position, and offensive line has 
always been a position of concern in Norman. 
So don't be surprised if you see them stock 
up there in the future. Also look for the next 
creat Oklahoma running back to be a priority 
now that Adrian Peterson has bolted to the 


Big 12:3 


double-digit offers. NFL. 

— Jeremy Crabtree, Rivals.com 
Name Stans Hometown Scuoot 
‘NICHOL, Keith WB 62,195 Lowell, MI = MacArthur 


Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 4 overall prospect in Michigan. ... No. 6 dual- 
threat quarterback nationally. ... Enrolled in January. ... Passed for 2,225 yards and 
31 touchdowns as a senior. ... Rushed for 1,075 yards and 19 touchdowns. ... Had two 
interceptions as a cornerback 


NIX, Jordan OT 63,260 © 
Signed with Oklahoma a week after signing day. 


Lawton, OK Lawton 
. Runs 40-yard dash in 4.85 seconds. 


PROCTOR, Sam ATH 6-0,202 © 
Rivals.com’s No. 44 overall prospect in Texas. . 
for 1,658 yards and 19 touchdowns as a senior. 
touchdowns. 


REED, Mike 1B 6-4,245 OoCOS Marysville,CA Yubact 
Rivals.com’s No. 2 overall junior college prospect, ... Enrolled in January. ... Played on 
conference and district championship team. ... Conference MVP. ... Had school record 
‘90 tackles as a senior. 


Pearland, TX Pearland 
No. 35 athlete nationally. ... Rushed 
Passed for 456 yards and four 


STEPHENSON, Donald OL 6-4,282 © Blue Springs, MO 


Rivals.com’s No. 7 prospect in Missouri. ... No. 34 offensive tackle nationally ... Played 
only three games as a senior due to broken toe. ... All-League as a junior. 
STEVENS, Jimmy K 54,170 © Oklahoma City, OK Heritage Hall 


Rivals.com’s No. 13 overall prospect in Oklahoma. ... No. 13 kicker nationally. ... 
‘Set national record with 50 career field goals. ... Made 125 consecutive extra points. 


STRADFORD, Tyler WR 62,175 ©0@ — New Orleans, LA O.P Walker 
Rivals.com’s No. 23 overall prospect in Louisiana. ... No. 56 wide receiver nationally. . 
Had 27 catches for 483 yards and six touchdowns as a senior. ... Had six interceptions 
as cornerback and safety. 


TAYLOR, Londell WR 63,213 ©°° — Vian, OK Vian 
Had 1,171 receiving yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior. ... Had nine interceptions 
and four scores on defense. ... All-State. ... District co-Offensive Player of the Year. 


WILLIAMS, Alex oL 65,288 °°° New Orleans, LA OP Walker 
Rivals.com’s No. 24 overall prospect in Louisiana. ... No. 54 offensive tackle nationally. 
.. Allowed two sacks in high school career. ... All-State in basketball as a junior. 


WILSON, Corey WR 6-018 ooo 
Rivals.com’s No. 43 overall prospect in Texas. 
Had 343 receiving yards and three touchdowns a: 


Carrollton, TX Creekview 
No. 34 wide receiver nationally... 
senior. ... Rushed for 234 yards. 
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SOONERS SPRING ROSTER 1 NOTEBOOK 


t Wr. CLass HomeTown he Sooners played last season without player 


FRANK ALEXANDER DE Fr_Baton Rouge, LA 2__ BRIAN JACKSON So_De Soto, Tk names on the backs of their jerseys. The 
S4_RIAN aLLEQ0D —TE_64 205 Fr Gove ESMOND TACO He Sega, names returned at the annual Red-White spring 
DAVID ANDERSON DE 6-5 220 Lavton % Fe_Jenks game, much to the delight of 20,000-plus fans. 
2 HOCKY ANDERSON AB SAL wT Cmca Se Sous Coach Bob Stoops said he would probably 
16_LEWS SMR B62 210_S Canon TE 55 MIE JENS 3 Honora keep player names on the jerseys, as long as his 
2 a DE 6-4 254 Fr__Carnollton, TX 1_ MANUEL JOHNSON dx __ Gilmer, % team keeps “team” ahead of “self.” 
5 CUASEMEEER OL 63 276 So enls Toso 5 ieee Ss : ; , 
TET I | + Snows T asked them, can they remain unselfish 
Ta: Zia eACKART SENG ESET cae /-— —— about it and not worry about whose name is on 
TRYAN BROYLES. WR 60170 Ft Noman TRS EWS Tr Sun Antes, the back and worry more about (the name) on 
2 CARRETY BAN —_WR_59 173 Se owl Th a we eee Foran, co the front?” Stoops said. “If they continue to act 
26_METT9OWS DB 60 a3 uckowile Rg GRR LOFTT = that way, maybe we'll keep ‘em that way.” 
7_AISIN OK 1g e325 Bud 9 RCE WACO FCs Cui * The Sooners went before the NCAA's 
14 SKMBRADFORD 0B 65 197 Fr Okaboma Cty yo NADU 7 tema Committee on Infractions in April to answer 
a Oana Gy charges of major rules violations involving play- 
E 16 HAYS MEAGHER 2 hatin 1 ers’ employment at a local car dealership, where 
ee ee 3 _ RCNA Fi, Wosenbe, Th at least three players were paid for work they did 
29 CHRIS BROWN RB 5-10 190 So _Alerandia, LA ara insea inne $0 Neste, 1 Play Pi y 
WNTEBUMPUS DE 6-4 205 Fi _ Muskogee oT cr ee not do. 


OU did not contest allegations against quar- 
terback Rhett Bomar, lineman J.D. Quinn and 
wide receiver Jermaine Hardison, all of whom 


‘& BRANDON CALEB WR 6-1 196 So_ Atlanta, GA 
38 CORTNEY CARTER DB_510 180 Jr Dallas, TK 
20 QUINTON CARTER DB_6-1 190 Solas Vegas. WV 


37_MATTHEW MORELAND K 61.195 Fr Tul. 
7 _DeMARCO MURRAY RB _60 191 Fr_Las Vegas NV 


“ = “4 JONATHAN NELSON DB_5-11 176 Mansfeld, TK b 

84 QUENTIN CHANEY _WR_64 213 __Jr_ Tulsa 6 KETH NICHOL 0B 62195 fr Lowell MI were kicked off the team before last season. 

Sra 3 Roni 275 086110 iy * The Sooners consistently have been 
uphur Springs 2 ALDI PATRICK R860 191, Conway. $C incredibly balanced offensively. They missed 


31_ MICHAEL COHEN St Houston, TK 


SME oe Ee S_ te S1_DEMARRUO PLEASANT LB 62231 Sr Lewis being perfectly balanced last season by 
Ga DO RE TEE ene 49 IAN PLEASANT FB _510 215 _St_Alerandsia, VA 202 yards with 2,682 yards passing and 2,480 
50_0N COOPER OL 6-2 265 ix Fort Collins, 0 SUA PROCTOR _ATH 6-0 202_Fr_Penand Tk yards rushing. In 2005, they missed it by just 
43 CHRIS CROSLIN __DB_60 205 Fr _ Noble at 164 265_y_Vow Beach F one yard with 2,131 passing and 2,130 rushing. 
39 COLLIN COX WR 62187 So Rowlett TX 4 SES LEE} 257 _So_tas Vous The 2003 offense was separated by 160 yards. 
43 BRANDON CROW LB 61 220 Fr_ Comanche Ee * With the departure of senior quarterback 
SALAS POSES SE tage oT ae Paul Thompson, the Sooners return just 
91 ALONZO DOTSON DE 63252 St Ale. TH ; 2 pigs Panate piscina Gaike trent Aopen 
#3 BRODY ELDRIDGE TE 65 258 So La Cygne KS 4 BRAM SOORS _ OL 64 293. So Raley 1 sOe. Parcel SU eet aera ¥ 
SEO Pee 3 REGGE SMITH DB 61197 ar Edmond ago. Junior Joey Halzle completed one of two 
19 JOEJON FINLEY TE 66 260 Sr Adlington, TK DONALD STEPHENSON OL 6-4 282 Fr Blue Springs, MO passes for 15 yards last season. 

a a ee ee JIMMY STEVENS —_K_§6 170 _Fr_Oilahoma City * Though the Sooners scour the nation for tal- 
15 DOMINIQUE FRANKS 085411 183 fran TYLER STRADTORD WR 62 175 Fr_ New Ou, LA ent, 42 players on their roster hail from Texas 
‘1 DEREK GOVE _—__-RB_5.9 185 _Fr_Canolton TE SRR sTwONG WR 61197 e_Austin. and 32 are from Oklahoma, As for other recruit- 
96 _DeMARCUS GRANGER _OT_63 300 So Dallas TK 54 TOMMY TAGGART _OT_63 285 Or Hess ing hotbeds, Halzle is the only player from 
18 JERWAINE GRESHAM TE_6-6 250 So _ Ardmore H6 _ADRUNTATLOR_DT_6$ 283_Fe_Maefeld California, Branndon Braxton is the lone player 
21 _MOOB GUTIERREZ HB _$-6_ 187 _$¢_ San Antonio, TK LOPE TARO ME Ss to from Ohio and Brett Bowers and Mike Reed are 
15 mY ALE B63 198 Xe —Auingen Bach ch © 80_ADRONTNELL WR So _Iving TH the only’ players from Florida 

JASON HANAN _OL_6-4 277 _Fr_Wasahacie,Tk_—«73_BRANDON WALKER OL 3 Detroit M F 
ik A ea ee Ee a * OU has sold out all 49 home games since 
iG GUEST a eS Go 14 CARTER WHITSON” WR 5-11 190 So” Shawnee Stoops took charge in 1999 and has won 47 of 
13 MIWA HAYES DB 540 190 Pr Als AEX WILUAMS OL 65 288 fr New Gleam TA those games, the only losses being against 
'57_ BROCK HESSE LB 510 204 So Mesquite Th 41_DARIEN WILLIAMS DB_60 197 Sr _ Mesquite TK Oklahoma State (16-13) in 2001 and to TCU 
11_LENDY HOLMES: DB 6-1 196 Jr Dallas, TK 98_ JOHN WILLIAMS DE 6-5 249 St Houston, TX (17-10) in 2005. 
59 ZACH HOWARD OL 60 250__Fr_Shawnee 71_TRINT WILLAMS OL_65 321 So Longview TX 
63 NOAH HUGHEY OL 63 270 So HLReno COREY WILSON WR 6-0 18 Fr _Canollton TX (11-3, 7-1) 
9° UAQUINTGLESIAS_WR_6201 Ot Kllen, TK 2 _D3. wou DS 60196 _S_Lavton 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE 59. 
34. 


Name 
P. Thomp 


RUSHING Gain Loss 


Net Avg TD Long 
10 q 14 


{OWA STATE 


COLORADD 24-3 
at Missouri 26-10 
at Texas AEM 1-6 
TEXAS TECH 34-24 J 
at Baylor 36-10 


at Oklahoma State 27-21 


NEBRASKA 24 


Alesults 


RECEIVING i Long Yas/6 


; 
h 
3 
Q 
8 
3 
§ 


s]=s)s/s/s/s/= 


= 


Tackles for loss: R. A) 


ws. Boise Si OT 42-43 
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FRREGGIE SMITH 


a backup, but also by sitting out the 2005 


season due to academic troubles. 


“T learned how to step up and be a man,” 


Dotson said. “You can't take advantage of 


things, take things for granted. It makes 
you appreciate the game.” 

Cory Bennett and Steven Coleman are 
heralded 


youngsters DeMarcus Granger, a sopho- 


experienced tackles, while 

more, and redshirt freshman Gerald 

McCoy figure to see significant time. 
Middle linebacker has long been the 


key defensive position at QU. That role 
now belongs to Mike Reed, unless sopho- 
more Ryan Reynolds can avoid injury and 
pass Reed on the depth chart in camp. 
Junior Curtis Lofton will attempt to 
replace Alexander, a fan favorite, at weak- 
side linebacker. Lewis Baker and Demarrio 
Pleasant will play strongside linebacker. 
The secondary returns talented and 
experienced players, seven of whom start- 
ed at one time or another last season. 
Reggie Smith and Marcus Walker are 
as solid as they come at cornerback. 
Resilient D.J. Wolfe and Nic Harris are 
the starting safeties. Darien Williams and 
Lendy Holmes are backups who started 


11 games last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Lou Groza Award finalise Garrett 
Hartley is back for his senior season. 
Hartley converted 19 of 20 field goal 
attempts last season, with his lone miss 
being a blocked 44-yard attempt at 
His .950 


ec a single-season 


Oregon on the game's final pl 


field-goal percentage 


school record and led the nation among 
kickers with more than 10 attempts. He 
also had 31 touchbacks on 78 kickoffs. 
Despite all these lofty numbers, 
Hartley was second-team All-Big 12 
behind Colorado's Mason C 


rosby. 

‘The Sooners return a pair of punters in 
Michael Cohen (41.0-yard average on 
51 punts) and short-field specialist Mike 
Knall, who had nine of his 11 punts downed 
inside the 20 with only one touchback, 


There are multiple candidates as 


ee 
Oklahoma's Winning Trend 1997-2006 


mBEST i 


BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


CB Reggie Smith 
An all-around athlete, 

Smith flip-flopped from 

cornerback to safety last 

season. He's back at corner 

to opan ‘07, but OU's depth 

at comer makes it likely 

Smith will move around in 

the secondary, ... Smith has 

game-breaking ability on 

defense and special teams. 

Could also excel offensively 

if needed, ... Depending on what transpires this 


season, Smith and wide receiver Malcolm Kelly 
— both juniors — figure to consider entering 


the NEL draft. 


RB DeMarco Murray 
This redshirt freshman 
from Las Vegas stole. the 
show during spring prac- 
tice, gaining 327 yards and 
scoring four touchdowns on 
just 29 carries (11.3. per 
rush) in three scrimmages. 
«» Alethal combination of 
speed and elusiveness, he 
also has ability to catch the 
ball. ... Was slowed by a lin- 
gering turf toe injury last fall, which could be 
a blessing in disguise because it allowed him to 
redshirt. ... Has a chance to be OU's version of 
Reggie Bush, a versatile threat who might play 
a role as a return specialist, 


TOP NELWCOMER 


LT Phil Loadhott 

This junior college trans- 
fer from Garden City (Kan.) 
Community College is a load 
at 6-8, 350 pounds, literal- 
ly a big addition for the 
Sooners, who needed to 
replace All-Big 12 offensive 
lineman Chris Messner... 
‘A remarkable athlete, the 
agile Loadholt was runner 
up for Colorado's Mr. 
Basketball while at Fountain-Fort Carson High 
School in Fort Carson, where he played defensive 
tackle and tight end in football... This position 
takes on even gieater importance as the blind- 
side guardian of OU's inexperienced quaiterback. 
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PwoTO BY heck DONIC SH 


Player Profile 


ALLEN PATRICK 


Replacing a 
Legend Won't 
Be a Problem 


Adrian Peterson is one of the 
greatest running backs in Oklahoma’s 
storied history. 

In just 32 career games, he fin- 
ished with 4,045 yards rushing and is 
No. 3 on the school's all-time rushing 
list, 73 yards behind leader and 1978 
Heisman Trophy winner Billy Sims. 

Peterson is the only freshman to 
finish second for the Heisman. 

Interesting, though, that when 
Peterson played, the Sooners went 
23-8. Without him, they went 8-0, all 


in Big 12 Conference play. 

Is OU better off without Peterson? 

Such blasphemy is not to discredit 
Peterson, but rather to credit teammates 
who shared the same backfield and other 
teammates who picked up the slack. 

Heading that group is senior Allen 
Patrick, who arrived as a junior college 
transfer hoping to crack the lineup in 
the defensive backfield. 

Running backs coach Cale Gundy 
noticed Patrick was having trouble 
grasping the intricacies of the defense. 
Knowing Patrick had played running 
back at Conway (S.C.) High School, 
Gundy suggested a move to offense. 

Patrick responded with 897 yards 
tushing yards in two seasons. In addi- 
tion to carrying the heavy burden as 
Peterson's replacement, Patrick carried 
a heavy load. 

In four straight starts in the middle 
of last season, Patrick averaged 31.5 
carries and 152 yards per game. 

Though Peterson possessed freakish 
athleticism, Patrick wasn’t far behind 
when it came to agility. 

In fact, Gundy has said Patrick was 
the only player ever to test better than 
Peterson. After the 2005 Holiday Bowl, 
Patrick had a 40-inch vertical jump to 
Peterson's 39 inches, and Patrick had 
a standing broad jump of 10 feet, 10 
inches, one inch better than Peterson. 

“Tt still bothers Adrian to this day,” 
Gundy said. 

Though blessed with 4.4 speed in 
the 40-yard dash, Patrick isn’t afraid of 
contact. 

“He will attack you the same way 
Adrian will,” Gundy said. 

If the 6-0, 191-pound Patrick can 
stay healthy, Gundy predicted he could 
lead the Big 12 in rushing this season. 

Then again, Patrick has three capable 
backups nipping at his heels in sopho- 
more Chris Brown and redshirt freshmen 
DeMarco Murray and Mossis Madu. 

“They're outstanding, man. They've 
got a lot of talent,” Patrick said of his 
backups. 

Such is life as an OU running back. 
Those who slow down or get hurt 
might be fighting for a job. Just ask 
Peterson. 


return specialists, including Juaquin 
Iglesias, Manuel Johnson, Reggie Smith 
and possibly redshirt freshman DeMarco 


Murray. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 

This season brings nothing but 
Division I-A opponents, as well as seven 
games against bowl teams from last sea- 
son. Included are a couple of familiar 
faces in upstart in-state foe Tulsa and fel- 
low perennial power Miami, which visits 
Norman for the first time since 1985. 

The Hurricanes are 3-2 all-time against 
the Sooners, having won the past three 
meetings. The last time these teams met 
was in the Orange Bowl for the 1987 
national title with Miami winning 20-14, 

OU will complete the home-and- 
home series by playing at Miami in 2009. 

After playing their first three games at 
home, the Sooners hit the road for three 
straight, highlighted by the Red River 
Shootout against rival Texas at the 
Cotton Bowl in Dallas on Oct. 6. 

The regular season ends with bedlam 
against in-state rival Oklahoma State on 
Thanksgiving weekend. 


— John Rohde 
SCHEDULE 
“Sept. 1 NORTH TEXAS 
Sept. 8 MIAMI 
Sept. 15 UTAH STATE 


— ss 
Sept. 21 at Tulsa 


—— SS 
Sept. 29 at Colorado 


Oct. 6 (Dallas) Texas > 


8 se 
MISSOURI 


at Iowa State 
“No.0 «BAYLOR 
Nov.17 sat Texas Tech > 


a 
Nov. 24 OKLAHOMA STATE 
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BE THE BALL. you can't get any closer jan the ISP Sports Network. Over 800 radio stations carry 


ISP Sports coverage of college football across the country. Even if you're at the game, our broadcasts give you an 


America’s Home 
for College Sports 


—— 
Florida State 
Se (earga Tech 
Miami 
eet Vetch 
= Wake Forest 
‘AGC Radio Network 
Aabama 
‘Auburn 
Georgia 
South Carolina 
Vonderbit 
Cal 
ucla 
Washington 
IG EAST Conference 
Cincinnati 
Pritt 
Syracuse 
USF 
Villanova 
Baylor 
ou 
Tou 
‘Mid-American Conference 
‘Aron 
Kent State 


Georgia State 

Sun Belt Conference 
Tiny 

Conference USA 
East Carolina 
Houston 

Marshall 

smu 

Southern Miss 
Tulane 

ws 

or 

UTEP 

Meineke Car Care Bow! 
‘Orange Bow! 


jundy — At Okita State: 
“biel me f 


i 


Adarius Bowman, TE Brandon 
ttigrew, DE Nathan Peterson, 
AB Patrick Lavine, CB/RS Perrish ton 


8S Andre Sexton | His dete 


; = ; Reid, RB Dantill Savage, 


er 
iy be this year's lohnson. 
Datel rll Savage’ oi ean tesase 
drawn nem By Sanders, 


asn't ‘stepped up yet, 


" season opener is at, gulp, Georgia. Big i 
ae are to eae Tena Aa tek 


“WR Duan Woods 5, corey fila, 
eee Seifried, RB Mike Hamilton, 

IL Larry Brown, 
‘DL Darnell. Smith 4 


| program, ‘and this has the makings of 
eakthrough year for the Cowboys, who 
‘one of the most electric offenses 
in the country. Expect shootouts. Now, 
ihe | has to a nore ‘of them at the end, 


at of nsive line is a concern. The — 


These Cowboys Won't Be Slowpokes on Offense 


here were times last season when 
Oklahoma couldn't be 
stopped. And there were times when the 


State 


Cowboys just couldn't get going. 

Such is life for a 7-6 team. 

Still, despite so many inconsistencies, 
the 2006 campaign was a significant step 
forward for Mike Gundy’s second team ... 
and it portends bigger things for 2007. 

Just 4-7 in 2005, OSU ranked near the 
bottom of most NCAA’s statistical cate- 
gories. Last year's squad was better across 
the board, but particularly so on offense. 

Seven starters are back on offense, 
including an exciting group of skill play- 
ers: quarterback Bobby Reid, wideout 
Adarius 
Dantrell Savage and Keith Toston and 


Bowman, running backs 
tight end Brandon Pettigrew. 

Seven starters return on defense and 
every specialist is back. 

That's good news for a team that last 
season lost four games on the final play 
— a perfect indicator of talent offset by 
youth. It also says sthe Cowboys are to 
a breakthrough. 

Depth is better at every position. The 
talent is also improved, evidenced by back- 
to-back recruiting classes that, for the first 
time since such rankings have been kept, 
were ranked by some among the nation’s 
Top 25. 

“This is as good of a class as we have 
had in a long time,” Gundy said. “They 
can take this team to the next level. We 
keep chipping away every single year.” 

That chipping away is easier because 
of the $240 million gusher of cash from 


OSU alum and Texas oil magnate Boone 
Pickens is still flowing. 

The south side of Pickens Stadium is 
complete, and work continues on the 
west end zone structure that will, by 
2008, turn what was three years ago 
a rickety and dilapidated facility into one 
of the Big 12's finest. 

Ground has also been broken on an 
unprecedented state-of-the-art athletic 
village for several sports and will include 
a $50 million indoor practice facility, 
$20 million of which came in January 
from Tulsa oilman Sherman Smith. 

“The excitement in Stillwater,” Gundy 
said, “is as high as it has ever been,” 


OFFENSE 


Oklahoma State's big-play trio of quar- 
terback Bobby Reid, wide receiver Adarius 
Bowman and running back Dantrell 
Savage has been compared with the 
record-breaking 1988 trio of quarterback 
Mike Gundy, wideout Hart Lee Dykes 
and tailback supreme Barry Sanders. 

“We feel good about our offense,” 
Gundy said. 

“T'm not going to extend myself much, 
but I'm fairly confident that we're going 
to score some points. We have several 
guys that can make some plays.” 

Reid broke out of a 2005 funk to post 
2,266 yards passing, 500 yards rushing, 
29 total touchdowns and college football's 
16th-best pass efficiency rating. Reid, 
46-3, 235-pound junior, could be on the 
verge of an All-Big 12 type of season. 

“T think he was an All-Big 12 type of 
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outing Report: Offen. 


2006 stats: 208.0 ypg rushing (1st in Big 1 


Bobby Reid* 


Was 16th nationally in passing efficiency last season. 


yp9 total offense (4th/16th), 35.2 ppg (2nd/7th) 


Zac Robinson, So, 


RB Dantrell Savage” Sr. 


Ran for at least 100 yards in five of OSU's last seven games. 


Keith Toston, So. 


guy last year,” said Bowman. “And I think 
he'll do even better this year.” 

Gundy plans on. getting backup 
Zac Robinson into the action in every 
game, too. Robinson, like Reid, is also 
a dual threat, so the coaches will really 
have some possibilities if they want two 
quarterbacks on the field. 

Bowman, a 6-4, 220-pound senior, is the 
star of the show. He torched defenses for 
19.7 yards per catch last season, accounting 
for 1,181 yards and 12 touchdowns. 

Savage is a 5-9, 195-pound senior 
whose quicksilver moves — he averaged 
6.5 yards per rush, amassing 820 yards 
and eight touchdowns after an injury — 
remind even the most devoted Sanders 
fans of the Heisman Trophy winner. 

Backup Keith Toston, a sophomore, 


WR Adarius Bowman* __Sr.__ Who can forget his 300-yard receiving day vs. Kansas? Seth Newton, Jr. 
WR Tommy Devereaux Sr. With added muscle, could be on the verge of breakout. —_Artrell Woods, So. 
WR Anthony Parks dt. Needs to be productive underneath to help Bowman deep, Jeremy Broadway, So. 


TE — Brandon Pettigrew Jr, 


Emerged late last season as a reliable big-play receiver. 


Justin Waller, Jr. 


LT Russell Okung* So. 


Started the final eight games as a true freshman at RT. 


Brady Bond, So. 


LG Andrew Lewis So. 


Son of former Texas A&M standout OL Steve Lewis. 


Michael Booker, Fr. 


C David Washington* Jr. 


Has started 24 straight games; grades consistently well, 


Andrew Lawrence So, 


RG Steve Denning Jt. 


2006 backup after transferring from NW Mississippi CC. 


Noah Franklin, So. 


RT David Koenig” ur 


“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 
2008 stats: 146.7 ypy rushing (8th in Big 12/72nd in NCAA), 217.4 ypg passing (Bth/84th), 264.1 total defense (Sth/88th), 25.6 ppg (10th/82nd) 


STARTE! 


‘Marque Fountain Sr. 


Yel. COMMENT 


Has made 24 consecutive starts (27 total) at left quard. 


‘Made 35 tackles, with 13 for loss and 4.5 sacks last year. 


Jacob Secrest, Fr. 


ICKUPN 


Derek Burton, So, 


OT _Jeray Chatham Jt 


Has played in 21 career games, but will be pushed for time, Tonga Tea, Jr. 


DT — Maurice Cummings — Sr. 


Has appeared in 22 games as a backup. 


Jonathan Lewis, So. 


DE Nathan Peterson Sr. 
LB Jeremy Nethon* St. 


Fierce pass rusher may finally be back from knee Injuries, 
‘Made 51 tackles last season after moving {rom safety, 


Rodrick Johnson, J.* 
Chris Collins, So, 


LB Donovan Woods" _Sr. 


Moves once more after starting at OB, SS and FS, 


Marcus Brown, Jr, 


LB Patrick Lavine” So. _ Ranked second with 70 tackles last season (nine for loss). Alex Odiari, Jr. 
CB Martel Van Zant* —_Sr,_Fourth on the team with 67 tackles, first with two INTS. Tw, Bell, Jr 

CB Jacob Lacey* Jr, Had problems in man coverage, but never backed down. — Perrish Cox, So, 
SS__Andre Sexton” So, _ Led team with 79 tackles, three forced fumbles last season, Clint Coe, Sr. 


FS Ricky Price un 
“Returning starter 
rushed for 631 yards (6.0 yards per carry) 
and six touchdowns last season. 

Tight end Brandon Pectigrew has 
worked hard in the weight room to make 
himself an every-down player who can do 
whatever is asked in OSU's balanced 
offense. He caught 24 passes last season 
for 310 yards and four touchdowns. 

Three full-time starters and two part- 
timers are back on the line for an offense 
that ranked seventh nationally in both 
scoring and rushing, and 16th overall. 
OSU and Boise State were the only major 
college football offenses to average more 
than 200 yards per game both rushing 
and passing. 


DEFENSE 


There's a new coordinator in town. 


Former WR moved to defense and had a breakout spring. 


Quinton Moore, Jr 


Tim Beckman who 


=| previously 
coached cornerbacks at Ohio State — 
replaces Vance Bedford. 

“We will ery to put pressure on the quar- 
terback, which I feel is the key to stopping 
today’s offenses,” Beckman said. “We will 
be sound and play with an aggressive 
attitude as we swarm to the football.” 

He'll have the athletes to do just that. 

Of last year’s starters, everyone is back 
in the secondary and everyone is back at 
linebacker .., well, kind of. A couple of 
position switches in the spring must be 
sorted out in the fall. 

Donovan Woods, the popular ex-quar- 
terback turned safety, will play his senior 
year at linebacker, or a linebacker-safety 
hybrid. And senior Rodrick Johnson will 
step out of his linebacker spot to try to fil 
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COWBOYS RECRUITING 2007 


j) Dez Bryant, WA 

‘Arguably one of the nation’s most talented incoming receivers, Bryant 
is well ahead of the game compared to other freshman. His ball skills 
and ability to make tough catches look easy make him one of the more 
popular picks for early playing time at Oklahoma State. 


Richetti Jones, DE 

One of the nation’s top pass rushers in high school, Jones suffered an 
injury as a senior at Dallas Lincoln. If he can get healthy, Jones could 
see the field this season. Jones is quick off the ball and has a nose for 
getting to the quarterback, 


William Cole, WR 

There may not have been a prospect that had a more successful 
senior season than Cole. As a quarterback, he Iped his team to the 
state championship for the first time in school history. His elusiveness 
and ability to turn a small hole into a long touchdown make him 
a candidate to contribute on special teams immediately, 


3 TEWLOMERS OF MPALT 


Name Pos. Hr, Wr. Stars Homerownt Scaoor 
ALEXANDER, Kenny =» LB. s«6-1,215 Goo —_ McKinney, TX North 
Rivals.com’s No. 58 outside linebacker nationally. ... Enrolled in January. ... Had 78 tackles, 


flour sacks and four interceptions as a senior. ... Two-time All-District. 


/ANYIAM, Hubert WR 60,163 © Garland, TX North Garland 
Rivals.com’s No. 47 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 96 wide recelver nationally... 
(Caught 60 passes for 1,058 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior. ... Rushed for 250 
yards. ... Caught 48 passes for 990 yards and 10 touchdowns as a junior, 


BLATNICK, Jamie DE 6-3,245 © Colina, TX Celina 
Two-time All-State, once in Class 2A and again in Class 3A. ... Had 20 sacks as a senior. 
.-- Allowed one sack as an offensive lineman. ... District MVP. ... Played on state cham- 
pionship team. 


BRYANT, Dez WR 6-1,195 © Lufkin, TX Lufkin 
Rivals.com’s No. 54 prospect nationally. ... No. 7 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 9 wide 
receiver nationally. ... All-State, ... Caught 53 passes for 1,207 yards and 21 touchdowns 
fas a senior. ... Caught 41 passes for 1,025 yards and 16 touchdowns as a junior. 


COLE, William ATH 5-10, 165 © Cedar Hill, TX — Cedar Hill 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 14 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 14 athlete 
nationally, ... Rushed for almost 2,900 yards and passed for more than 1,600. ... 


Ran for 290 yards in state championship game. 


COOPER, Josh WR 5-11, 1665 © Mustang, OK = Mustang 
Rivals.com’s No. 10 overall prospect in Oklahoma. ... Caught 81 passes for 1,328 yards| 
jand 15 touchdowns as a senior. ... Had six interceptions. 


DAVIS, Damian ATH 65,185 © 
Rivals.com’s No. 92 overall prospect in Texas. 
passes for 1,082 yards with 15 touchdowns. 
110 touchdowns as a junior. 


GARNER, Grant OL 63,260 © Mesquite, TX Mesquite 


Rivals.com's No. 18 center nationally. ... Second-team All-State. ... Two-time All-District. 


GLOVER, Jared DE 65,220 © Bixby, OK Bixby 
Rivals.com's No. 7 overall prospect in Oklahoma. ... No. 29 weakside defensive end 
nationally. ... Had 89 tackles and 13 sacks as a senior. 


HUNTER, Kendall RB 5-9,185 © ‘Tyler, ‘TWler 
Rivals.com’s No. 83 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 40 running back nationally. ... 
Rushed for 1,200 yards and 14 touchdowns as a senior. ... Had 29 receptions for 
429 yards, ... Had 3,396 career all-purpose yards and 32 touchdowns. 


JONES, Ahmad DT 62,319 ooo _ Silshee, TK Silshee 
Rivals.com's No, 68 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 37 defensive tackle nationally... 
First-team All-State, 


Mart, TX Mart 
No. 63 athlete nationally. ... Caught 56 
Had more than 1,000 receiving yards and 


No one ever questioned the Celina, 
Texas star's size and ability. The dilem- 
ma is which position he should play. 
Though he could be a run-stopping 
defensive end, Blatnick could move 
inside as a defensive tackle or even an 
offensive guard. Those options make 
Blatnick an exciting one to watch in 
Stillwater. 


National Rank: 28 Big 12:4 


2008 (1EEDS 


Oklahoma State will address several posi- 
tions that they didn’t focus on in the 2007 
class. One of those is quarterback and 
another could be kicker. Along the offensive 
line, look for the Cowboys to again take sev- 
eral prospects — with a focus on the tackle 
position. Look for more additions to the 
defensive line as well. 


Name Pos ‘Stars Homerown 


JONES, Richetti DE 6-3,234 oooe Dallas, Lincoln 

Rivals.com’s No. 69 overall prospect nationally. ... No. 9 prospect in Texas. 

No. 5 strongside defensive end nationally. ... Had 82 tackles and 12 sacks as a senior. 
Two-time first-team All-State. 


IL 


MARTINEZ, Nick 


Rivals.com’ No. 67 offensive guard nationally. 


OL 6-4,280 ©oo — Floresville, TX Floresville 
. First-team All-District, 


MOORE, Adrian ATH 6-0,205 OO — Pine Blufi,AR White Hall 
Rivals.com’s No. 12 prospect in Arkansas. ... Rushed for 2,272 yards and 31 touch- 
downs as a quarterback as a senior. ... Passed for 489 yards. ... Had five interceptions 
as a defensive back. 


PRINCE, Quinton DT 63,298 ooo Oklahoma City, OK Heritage Hall 
Rivals.com’s No. 11 prospect in Oklahoma. ... No. 47 defensive tackle nationally. ... 
Had 89 tackles, 11 sacks and two fumble recoveries as a senior. 


REED, Jacolby DB 5-11,165 ooo 
Rivals.com’s No. 55 cornerback nationally. 
Also member of track team. 


Houston, TX — Jersey Hall 
. All-Greater Houston second team. 


RICHARDSON, Marcus 1B 5-10,199000  — Seguin, TX Seguin 
Rivals.com’s No. 66 outside linebacker nationally. ... Had 143 tackles and 18 tackles for 
a loss as a senior. ... Had two games of 20-plus tackles. ... Second-team All-State. 


RUSH, Jonathan OL 64,268 ooo 


Rivals.com’s No. 69 offensive guard nationally. 


Killeen, 1X 
. District wrestling champion. 


TEA, Tonga DT 60,315 ©0000 Ephraim, UT Snow College 
Rivals.com’s No. 31 overall junior college prospect. ... Enrolled in January. ... First team 
junior college All-American. ... Had 24 tackles and nine tackles for a loss last season. 
«+. Played high school football in Anchorage, Alaska. 


THOMAS, James DB 60,169 ooo La Marque, TX 

Rivals.com’s No. 59 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 37 safety nationally. ... Had 105 
tackles, three interceptions and four forced fumbles as a senior. ... Played on state 
championship team, 


YERRY, Marc 
Will ikely play long snapper... 
of basketball team. 


OL 6-4, 220 Matthews, NC Wetldington 
Also played tight end in high school. ... Also member 


YOUMAN, Wilson TE 6-4,240 ° 
Rivals.com’s No. 30 overall prospect in Louisiana, 
a senior with 85 tackles and three forced fumbles. 


St Martinville, LA 
Played primarily on defense as 
. Caught seven passes in 2006, 
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he returns on Texas oilman and OSU alum 
59 KENNY ALEXANDER LB 6-1 215 Fr _Mckinney, TK 93 JONATHAN LEWIS _DL_6-2 290 So _Camollton, TX Boone Pickens’ $250 million investment keep 
35 ZACH ALLEN 18 6 260% Edmond Sis sanaicat Te) ot awh ot wea salts ue apna si ef Bee sedi: 
23 TERRANCE ANDERSON DB 60 160 So _ Aldine, TK complete with luxury suites to match the sou 
31 _ BEN BAILEY TE 63 205 Biby pe side that opened in 2004, was finished last year. 
ene eT ea aR a 27_CAWVIN MCKENS —_DB_€-2 200 Jr Beaumont, Tk This year, the west end zone expansion — 
M1), BELL DB 6-0 185 Jr DeSoto, 1X 26 QUINTON MOORE ——S_5-11. 185 Jr_Peatland, TX Phase III — will continue, Seating is expected to 
a Sa EE GORE Sar ee be available in time for the 2008 opener, and it is 
a ee ae eae projected to be complete when Georgia comes to 
a es aA CR eae pel town for the ‘09 opener. 

MeHne Z 19 SER NETHON 136-0 225 St_ Beggs That'll raise capacity from 44,700 to 48,000. 
= ae = ae = oe 15 SETHNEWION WR 63 195 ar Girard, KS Up next on Pickens’ shopping list is a state-of- 
= a ae a eTRR Tae ee ae the-art athletic village, @ sprawling indoor/out- 

Fie Sea E A Te door facility for OSU's baseball, equestrian, 
35 MARCUS BROWN LB 6-2 240 _Jr_Hephuibah, GA 1G ean soccer, tennis and track programs, and will also 
96 DEREK BURTON DE 65 265 So Musogee s2_ALLBI OH DL_61 290 or _tving, include a new $50 million indoor football practice 
47 EREMIAH BURTON RB 61250 Eri 76 RUSSELLOKUNG —OL_65 290 So fort Bend, TE facility. 
Si EDDECANERON WR 551.175 Fr_Fompan Basch Ly seRRYPALMOORE OL 66 315 Jr Memphis, TH Tim Beckman is Oklahoma State's new defen- 
4G TAGHCARTER RB 61225 _Se_Kennesew GA : ae es sive coordinator. He coached Ohio State’s corner- 
3_ALEXCATE 864 190 Fr _ Salt Lae Gy UT en - backs in the BCS national championship game in 
96 JERAY CHATHAM DL 63 280 Or Houston, TX (PRS EN ERIE Sk January, then was hired at OSU in February. 
31 WGOCHRASA DE 66 25 fr ficharson, 1 -«13_NATHAN PETERSON DE 6.2 240 Sr Tulsa “"We will try to put pressure on the quarterback, 
53 SERCLEMENS LB 6-1 225 Ok Sanger TK 87__BRANDON PETTIGREW TE 6-6 260 Ir _Tyles, TK which I feel is the key to stopping todays offens- 
Suet —_ ts mem _m8 #1 town | Ses an aggressive atte as we evar tte 
SPR CAS OOLUNS: SBI iS 0TH, st 94 PATRICK QUENCEY —_DL_63 265 Fr Columbus, GA football.” 
‘BO_DEMARCUS CONNER WR 6-1 200 So Spring, TX * 5 
EEE REST aL ENCE 14 _ BOBBY REDD 0863 235 de _ Houston, TK Beckman, who hails from Berea, Ohio, played 
SSS NPE a IE H towing, Gren, Wester“ Canlia ond 
56 MAURICE CUMMINGS DL 64 265 Sr Rosebud, TK 85 RICKS K 62 200 Jr Round Rock, TK Elon (N.C) if 
65 STEVEDENNING OL_65 300 Jr _Southaven, MS 11 _ZACROBINSON QB 63 205 So _Littleton, 00 Oklahoma State was one of just two programs 
30 TOMMY DEVEREAUK WR 60 185 «Duncanville TK _ 22° DANTRELL SAVAGE RB_5.9. 195 Se Columbus, GA last season to average more than 200 yards rush- 
ie lan ai = t 61 195 E a <3 OASIS L525 sar ing and 200 yards passing. Fiesta Bowl champion 
a FONTEN 510.190 _F Praite, Boise State was the other. The Cowboys averaged 
ear 20 _ ANDRE SEXTON: S61 210 So__Houston, TX * A 
97 MARQUE FOUNTAIN DE_6-2 260 Sr _Missour City, TX = 201.8 yards passing and 208 yards rushing. 
77 _NOAHFRANKLN OL 65 310 So_ Vinita SWE SA Be “I think if you could do the 200-200 thing 
$2_QUSTINGET «B62 235 “Fr _Iving, TK 40 _ Mowe sur IS_59 190 So_lavton again you would take it,” coach Mike Gundy said. 
37 FLUOTTGOUDGE —-K 60 195 Fr _San Antonio, TX 88 PASCHALSMITH TE 65 260 Sr _Dallas, TK “We could be more consistent and certainly we 
66 _MIREGRIMES OL_62 310 _Fr_Rowett ME aa ee can ssa Pie ea cates tie sal 
46 SHANE JARKA DE_6-4 260 Fr_Fort Bend, TX lahoma te har four Freshman. 
a ae 2 RALSTON STORER Fs BSP IR Bee Te All-Americans last season: kick returner 
SEGRE i TINE a OTL 92 _TONGA TEA DL_60 315 _dr_Anchorge, AK Perrish Cox, linebacker Chris Collins, linebacker 
2 _RODRICK JOHNSON LB 63 250 Sr _Galveston, TX 28 _ALDARIUS THOMPSON DB 5-11 180 So Mesquite, TK Patrick Lavine and safety Andre Sexton. R 
1 _DAMDKOBUG OL _65 200 Sr Cape Conl 5 KEMHTOSTON RB 6-1 210 So Angleton, TK F cand for the pect sce ey, 
core ar er ; SANDRA TS REE four Cowboys surpasse yards rushing: 
a Dantrell Savage (820), Keith Toston (631), Mike 
17_ JACOB LACEY ‘DB 5-11175 Jr Garland, TX 82 JUSTIN WALLER TE 64 240 Jt Ponca yy 
a aa eee od Hamilton (546, but transferred out) and 
63 _DAVID WASHINGTON OL 63.305 ae _ Guthrie Bobby Reid (500). OSU's rushing total last season 
eee ee aa r increased by 1,011 yards over 2005. 
41_ ORIE LEMON 1B_6-1 225 So Houston, TX A SE g 
54 ANDREW LEWIS OL_6:5 295 So__Joplin, MO 83 _ARTRELL WOODS __WR_6-1 165 So _ Bryan, TX 
‘BILLY LEWIS St DONOVAN WOODS 
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DANTRELL SAVAGE 


in at defensive end. 

Four Cowboys were Freshmen 
All-Americans last season, and two — 
Patrick Lavine and Chris Collins — 
played linebacker. Converted safety 
Jeremy Nethon was productive at line- 
backer as well and was selected Defensive 
MVP of the Independence Bowl. 

Cornerback play was an issue last sea- 
son (OSU's pass defense ranked 84th 
nationally), but starters Jacob Lacey and 
Martel Van Zant return, tough-minded 


and battle-tested. Andre Sexton, another 
Freshman All-American, led the 
Cowboys with 79 tackles in ’06. 

A solution must be found up front, 
however, where three tackles and two 
ends graduated. 

Nathan Peterson, at end, is one to 
watch, He had 12 tackles for loss, includ- 
ing eight sacks last season, Marque 
Fountain had 13 tackles for loss in 
a reserve role at end. 

Touted junior college transfer Tonga 
Tea will have a chance to play right away at 
tackle, where the positions are unsettled, 


All the key components are back on 
special teams which, with emphasis on 
field position because of the change in 
kickoffs from the 35 to the 30, could 
mean the difference between winning 
and losing those games that come down 
to the final play, in which the Cowboys 
were 0-4 last season. 

Junior Jason Ricks is 21 of 28 in career 
field goal attempts. Second-team 
All-American punter Matt Fodge aver- 
aged 44.9 yards per attempt last season. 

Deep snapper Zach Allen and holder 
Cole Reynolds are also back. 

Return specialist Perrish Cox was 
a Freshman All-American last season, 
averaging 12.8 yards on punt returns 
(14th nationally) and 23.8 on kickoffs 
(35th). Tommy Devereaux (10.6 yard on 
punts) is also back. 

“Me and Tommy Devereaux, we plan 
on being No. 1 in kickoff returns and 


Gkiahome State's Winning Trend 1997-2006 
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ADARIUS BOWMAN 


Thanks to Hoops, 
Bowman is Better 


Opposing defenses thought 
Adarius Bowman was plenty fast 
enough last season. 

Bowman didn’t. That's why he 
spent the winter playing for the 
Oklahoma State basketball team. 

“Tt helped me out a lot, man,” 
he said. 

That's bad news for defensive 
backs this season. Before basketball, 
Bowman was one of college football's 
most dangerous wide receivers, 
catching 60 passes for 1,181 yards 
and 12 touchdowns. His 19.7-yards- 
per-catch average ranked fifth 


nationally (first among players who 
averaged at least four catches per 
game). 

“Basketball helped me out a lot, 
especially with my foot quickness,” 
Bowman said. “It helped me get from 
Point A to Point B quicker than nor- 
mal. It helped me on my routes a lot, 
coming out of my breaks.” 

The 6-4, 220-pound Bowman joined 
the basketball team after Oklahoma 
State's Independence Bowl victory over 
Alabama. He only got into five games, 
and he averaged just 3.4 minutes in 
those games. He made one field goal 
(a three-pointer), missed two free 
throws, collected four rebounds, two 
fouls and a turnover. 

“Oh man, before I even started, 
I knew not to set myself up for fail- 
ure,” Bowman said. 

“IT just came in, practiced hard, 
worked hard, helped the guys out a lot 
in practice. I didn’t get to see all the 
time I wanted, but I'm not mad about 
any of it. I enjoyed the whole experi- 
ence. It made me a better person.” 

And all those hours spent in a near- 
empty gym, sweating and straining on 
the hardwood? The payoff comes this 
fall in his senior season. 

“Defensive drills, man,” he said. 
“Those long practices of doing defen- 
sive slides and all the stuff we did. 
Just being down there in a low stance, 
it helped my flexibility out a lot. 
We did a lot of stretching.” 

That's exactly what Bowman will be 
doing to defenses this fall. 

After an All-American prep career at 
Notre Dame High School in 
Chattanooga, Tenn., Bowman played 
his first two seasons of college football 
at North Carolina. He transferred to 
OSU in 2005, when Cowboys coach 
Mike Gundy hired Tar Heels assistant 
Gunter Brewer to coach wideouts. 

Bowman sat out 2005, then exploded 
in 2006. His high point came in Week 
Six against Kansas: a school-record 
13 catches, four touchdowns and a new 
Big 12 record 300 yards receiving. 

“T call it hungry, just sitting out 
that year,” he said. “I was just ready to 
get back on the field.” 


punt returns this year,” said Cox. 


While OSU might be better in 2007, 
so is the schedule, Eight of the 12 oppo- 
nents played in a bowl game last season, 
and of those, five — including the 
season-opener at Georgia — will be 
played on the road. 

“This year we have to be a tougher 
team,” Gundy said. “We will need to be 
a mentally tougher team to be successful at 
some of the places we have to play next fall.” 

After opening league action at home 
against Texas Tech, the Cowboys visit 
Texas A&M and Nebraska on consecu- 
tive weekends. 

Then comes a break, sort of. The next 
three games are at home, but the Kansas 
State and Kansas contests are sandwiched 
around a test against Big 12 South 
favorite Texas. 

‘Two more road trips close the season. 
The first is Baylor, who stunned the 
Cowboys in Waco two years ago. The 
finale at Oklahoma could be OSU's most 
daunting task. 

— John E. Hoover 


Sept. 1 at Georgia ~ 
Sept. 8 FLORIDA ATLANTIC - 
Sept. 14 at Troy 
Sept. 22 TEXAS TECH ~ 
“ Sept. 29 SAM HOUSTON STATE 
Oct. 6 at Texas A&M 
Oct. 13 at Nebraska 
“ Oct. 20 KANSAS STATE 
Ci sense 
“Nov.10 © ——«KANSAS > 
Nov. 17 at Baylor 
Nov. 24 at Oklahoma 
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GUE MANAGEMENT. 
=D RELIABILITY. 


@" AWARD odes LEAGUE MANAGER WITH MORES 
THAN 10 YEARS, OF PROVEN DEPENDABILITY 
+ INCLUDES ADVANCED CUSTOMIZATION 
CAPABILITIES, LIGHTNING FAST LIVE SCORING 
+FREE WIRELESS ACCESS* Cc 
* DOMINATE WITH.UP-TO“THESMINUTE PLAYER 4 
NEWS’ANDIANALYSIS FROM ATEAM 
OF VETERAN FANTASY EXPERTS || 


ft) WHEN YOU PURCHASE ANY 2007 
SAVE 1 0 Yo CBS SPORTSLINE FANTASY FOOTBALL GAME 


ENTER PROMO CODE: LNDYO7 AT THE TIME OF PURCHASE 


ie 
START OR JOIN A LEAGUE TODAY AT http ://football.sportsli ne.com 

Liu ORE SEOONT FER EERE PIRETIEE EUOPEE PR ENEO Va un r7cn ono: coun OE OP ET Reo eRe eee 

PRANONER CETTUN TEN AIG ETRE APPTS ty roman aruiccNe cox Toco ea ee 

reer Geen ae ne BET Tk RRO CPER Cunt oF cis te soem ho ear ee 


PLAYERS INC, THE PLAYERS INC, LOGO IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF THE NFL PLAYERS. NFLPLAYERS,COM © 2007 PLAYERS INC. 
NFLPLAVERS “EACH TEXT MESSAGE SENT OR RECEIVED FROM YOUR MOBILE DEVICE WILL INCUR A CHARGE AS PROVIDED IN YOUR RATE PLAN/SERVICE AGREEMENT, STANDARD TEXT AND DATA 
RATES WILL APPLY. 
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Longhorns Have Real McCoy ..: 


very now and then, Texas quarterback 
(Colt McCoy still wakes up in agony. 
The pain doesn't come from the nerve 
he pinched in his neck and shoulder at the 
end of last year, the one that hampered 
him for the final two games of the regular 
season. That injury has long since healed. 
The mental distress from what those 
two missed games cost him — and, more 
important, cost the Longhorns — still 
hasn't subsided. 
“I wake up thinking about it all the 
McCoy said. “What would have 
happened if I hadn't have gotten hurt?” 


time,” 


If you ask Texas fans, without McCoy's 
injury, the Longhorns would have won 
a second consecutive Big 12 championship 
and qualified for a third straight BCS game. 

Instead, the Longhorns closed the reg- 
ular season with losses to Kansas State 
and Texas A&M, abdicated the South 
Division title to Oklahoma and wound 
up in the Alamo Bowl. 

Heading into his sophomore season, 
McCoy — bigger, stronger and more expe- 
rienced — aims to pick up where he left off 
before his shoulder betrayed him last season. 

“Hopefully what happened last year 
can be a steppingstone for this year,” 
McCoy said. 

If the Longhorns are to return to the 
top of the Big 12 mountain this year, it 
likely will come on the strength of 
McCoy's newly invigorated shoulders. 

McCoy, a baby-faced, mild-mannered 
wunderkind, came out of nowhere to 
throw for 2,590 yards and a school- 
record 29 touchdowns last season en 
route to earning National Freshman of 


With Real Muscle 


the Year honors. 
Ac this time last year, folks around the 
Texas program were wondering how 
a redshirt freshman could possibly hope 
to replace Vince Young as the Longhorns’ 
quarterback. Now, they are wondering 
what McCoy might do for an encore. 
“He is stronger; he’s even more accu- 
rate if that’s even possible, and he obvi- 
ously has a better feel of the offense,” 
“Colt has 


a chance to be a really special player.” 


coach Mack Brown said. 


McCoy's pass-catchers have substan- 
tially high hopes for him as well. 

“By the time he’s done here,” senior 
Billy Pittman said, “he’s going to have all 
the records.” 

To help recreate the magic of his fresh- 
man season, McCoy spent most of the 
offseason in the weight room, bulking up. 

He put on 10 pounds — up to 215 — 
in hopes of better sustaining the pound- 
ing of a Big 12 season. 

“I’m tired of being thrown around,” 
McCoy said. 
again.” 


“I don’t want to get hurt 


The Longhorns second the motion. 
‘Their Big 12 title hopes might depend on it. 


OFFENSE 

At this time last year, quarterback Colt 
McCoy was the Longhorns’ biggest ques- 
tion mark. Now, he’s the Longhorns’ 
biggest scar. 

McCoy was not only prolific last year, he 
was also efficient, throwing just seven inter- 
ceptions to go with those 29 touchdowns. 

More than that, McCoy took over as 
the unabashed leader of the locker room, 
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Colt McCoy Proto by doug Hallemon 
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PUTO BY BRAY BANUGETTY WAGES 


a role Vince Young vacated when he left 
for the NF 
“Coming into the year, I knew I'd be 


all right,” McCoy said. “But you have to 
earn the respect of your teammates and 
coaches. You have to make them believe.” 

With a great deal of his supporting cast 
returning, McCoy could be poised for 
more success as a sophomore. 

Every wideout who caught a pass last 
year is back, a list highlighted by senior 
All-American candidate Limas Sweed 
(46 catches, 801 yards, 12 TDs) and jun- 
ior Quan Cosby (45 catches, 525 yards). 

In the backfield, junior Jamaal Charles 
will look to make the most of his inaugu- 
ral turn as the team’s go-to tailback. 
Charles, a 6-1, 200-pound blur who 
moonlights as a sprinter on the Texas 


QB Colt McCoy” ‘So. No reason to expect a sophomore slump. Sherrod Harris, Fr. 
RB Jamaal Charles Jr. __ Speedster looks for bounce-back season. Chris Ogbonnaya, Jr. 
WR Limas Sweed* Sr. Emerged as a touchdown machine in 2006. Nate Jones, Sr. 

WR _ Billy Pittman* Sr. Got lost in shuffle after breakout 2005 season. George Walker, Jr. 
SL Quan Cosby" Jr. Blossomed into one of McCoy's favorite targets, Jordan Shipley, Jr, 


TE _Jermichael Finley _So. 


Likely is a future star in the making. 


Peter Ullman, Jr. 


UT __TonyHills* Sr. Must step up to anchor rebuilding unit. J'Marcus Webb, So. 
LG Charlie Tanner ‘So. Job will be up for grabs until first game, Chris Hall, So, 

C _ Dallas Griffin ‘Sr. Long-time backup finally gets his chance. Buck Burnette, Fr. 
RG Cedric Dockery ‘Jt. Knee injury derailed promising 2008, Chris Hal, So, 

RT Adam Ulatoski* So. Endured trial by fire as freshman starter. J'Marcus Webb, So. 


*Retuming starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 
‘2006 stats: 61.2 ypg rushing (1st in Big 12/3rd NCAA), 236.2 passing (10th/$9th), 297.4 total delense (2nd/22nd), 


3 ppg (3rd26th) 


DE Brian Orakpo df, Speed demon gets first crack as starter. Lamarr Houston, So. 
DT Frank Okam* Sr. Playing for NFL paycheck after quiet junior year. Roy Miller, Jr. 

DT __ Derek Lokey* Sr. Team's most productive lineman also its most fragile. Thomas Marshall, Sr. 
DE Aaron Lewis Jr. _ Filled in at end and tackle last season. Eddie Jones, Fr. 


1B RobertKillebrew* Sr. 


Looking over shoulder at former top recruit Kindle. 


Sergio Kindle, So, 


1B Rashad Bobino* Jr. 


Undersized middle linebacker plays bigger than his specs. 


Jared Norton, So. 


LB Roddrick Muckelroy So. _Torn finger tendon ruined freshman year. Scott Derry, Sr.* 
CB Brandon Foster Sr. Has made all of one career start. Deon Beasley, So. 
CB Chykie Brown Fr Should star in secondary for years to come, Ryan Palmer, Jt. 
SS Erick Jackson Sr. Must fight off Kelson, a linebacker transplant. Drew Kelson, Sr. 


FS Marcus Griffin” Sr. 
“Returning starter 


track team, owns the speed and the shifti- 
ness to become one of the Big 12’s best. 

The Longhorns’ most pressing concern 
on offense can be found on the line, 
where they must replace a trio of starters 
— guard/tackle Justin Blalock, guard 
Kasey Studdard and center Lyle Sendlein 
— who accounted for 115 career starts. 

The unit should get a boost from the 
return of junior Cedric Dockery, who start- 
ed the first six games at right guard last year 
before suffering a season-ending knee injury. 

Tony Hills and Adam Ulatoski, both 
tackles, are the Longhorns’ only returning 
full-time starters on the line. 


DEFENSE 


For the third time in five seasons, there 
will be a new voice calling plays for the 


Only returning starter in reconstructed secondary. 


Erick Jackson, Sr. 


Texas defense. This time, at least it will be 
a familiar voice. 

Co-coordinator Duane Akina, a long- 
time Texas assistant, shifted into the role 
of chief play-caller when Gene Chizik left 
for Iowa State last November. 

Akina will have intriguing — if inexpe- 
rienced — pieces with which to work. 

The Longhorns’ biggest question mark 
is in the defensive backfield, where they 
lose a Thorpe Award winner (cornerback 
Aaron Ross), another All-American (safe- 
ty Michael Griffin) and a three-year 
starter (cornerback Tarell Brown). 

Seniors Brandon Foster and Ryan 
Palmer likely will get first crack at the 
vacant cornerback slots, but don’t be sur- 
prised to see sophomore Deon Beasley 
and freshman Chykie Brown make 
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LONGHGRNS RECRUITING 2007 


John Chiles, ATH 

Chiles was one of the most heavily recruited prospects in the Dallas 
Metroplex. He gave an early commitment to Texas to inorease the like~ 
lihood of getting a shot at the quarterback position in Austin. Arriving 
in December, Chiles is getting that opportunity in spring practice. 


Curtis Brown, DB 

A five-star prospect, Brown has proven he has athleticism to be an 
early impact guy. Armed with a big frame, good speed and quickness, 
Brown's early arrival in Austin for spring practice should speed up his 
development. Brown played both ways in high school, and he could 
be a two-way prospect at UT. 


Michael Huey, OL 

Though not as highly rated out of high school as Tray Allen, Huey's 
mean streak — and the fact that he's on campus for spring ball — 
dives him the edge. The nation’s No. 4 rated offensive guard prospect 
showed in high school that he can be nasty inside. 


FS NEWCOMERS OF MIPFIOT 


Name Smans Homerown Scw00l 
‘ACHO, Sam 6-2, 250 Dallas, TX SL Mark's 
Rivals.com's No, 41 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 23 strongside defensive end 
nationally 

ALLEN, Tray O 64,305 oo Grand Prati, TX. South Grand Praiie 


Rivals.com’s No. 16 overall prospect nationally. ... No. 3 prospect in Texas. ... No. 2 
offensive guard nationally. ... USA Today first-team All-America. 


BROWN, Curtis DB 60,174 oo Gilmer, TX Gilmer 
Rivals.com’s No. 21 overall prospect nationally. ... No. 4 overall prospect in Texas. 
No. 2 cornerback nationally. ... Class 3A first-team All-State. 


(CARTER, Russell DE 6-3,230 ©0900 Houston, TX Westbury 
Rivals250 member... Rivals.com’s No. 24 overall prospect in Texas, ... No. 12 strong- 
side defensive end nationally. ... Class 5A second-team All-State. 


CHILES, John ATH 6-1,195 oo Mansfield, ™ = Summit 
Rivals.com’s No. 31 overall prospect nationally. ... No. 5 overall prospect in Texas. 

No. 2 athlete nationally. ... Two-time district MVP. ... Started at quarterback and wide 
receiver during his prep career. 


COLLINS, Brandon WR 60,167 coco Brenham, 1X 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 31 overall prospect in Texas. 
receiver nationally. ... Class 4A All-State honorable mention. 


HARRIS, fan TE 63,217 © San Antonio, TX Churchill 
Rivals.com’s No. 90 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 38 tight end nationally. ... First-| 
{team All-District. ... Caught 15 passes for 106 yards and three touchdowns as a senior. 


HIGGINS, Tyrell OT 6-3,260 oo Schertz, TX Clemens 
(Class 4A All-State honorable mention. ... Had 108 tackles, six sacks and two intercep- 
tions as a senior. 


Brenham 
No. 26 wide 


HIX, Kyle OL 6-6,290 © Aledo, TX Aledo 
Rivals250 member. ... No. 28 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 17 offensive tackle 
nationally, ... First-team All-State. ... District offensive MVP as senior. 

HOWARD, Ahmar TE 6-4,225 o Brenham, 1X Brenham 


Rivals.com’s No. 60 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 16 tight end nationally. ... First- 
team All-District. ... Caught 17 passes for 325 yards and seven touchdowns over final 
two years, 


HUEY, Michael OL 65,200 © Kilgore, TX Kilgore 
Rivals.com’s No, 39 overall prospect nationally. ... No. 6 overall prospect in Texas. 
No. 4 offensive guard nationally, ... Class 4A first-team All-State. 


IRBY, Blaine TE 62,224 o Ventura, CA St Bonaventure 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 26 overall prospect in California. ... No. 6 tight 
lend nationally. ... Had 43 catches for 658 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior. 


THE SLEEPER 


The 6-2, 250-pound Acho, who played at 
a private school in Dallas, didn't receive 
many early scholarship offers. However, 
when his highlight film started to make 
the rounds the flood gates opened. 
‘Acho's big frame and aggressiveness on 
defense jumped out to coaches and 
recruiting fans alte. He has the potential 
to figure into the mix later in his career. 


Total Stars 


National Rank: 5 Big 12:1 


2OGB8 NEEDS 


Linebacker is one of the bigger needs for 
Texas in the 2008 class. UT also could use 
a few solid additions at running back. The 
Longhorns only signed one linebacker 
prospect in the class of 2007 (Keenan 
Robinson). Texas needs to add more depth at 
the position in 2008. Don't look for quarter- 
back to be a big priority. 


— John Talman, Rivals.com 


Name Pos, Hr, Wr Stars Homerown Scwoot 
JOHNSON, Cody RB 510,225 0000 Waller, TX Waller 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 18 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 1 fullback 
nationally, ... Second-team All-State. .,. Rushed for 1,743 yards and 21 touchdowns as 
a senior. 

JONES, Andre DT 6-4,305 oooo  ElPaso, TX Andress 


Rivals.com’s No. 72 overall prospect nationally. ... No. 10 overall prospect in Texas. ... 
No, 7 defensive tackle nationally. ... Parade All-American. ... Texas Class 4A Defensive 
Player of the Year. 


KINNE, G.J, QB 62,207 coo 
Rivals.com’s No. 58 overall prospect in Texas. 
nationally. ... Class 3A Offensive Player of the Year. 


KIRKENDOLL, James = WR 5-10,1728 o@oo Round Rock, TX Round Rock 
Rivais250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 33 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 27 wide 
receiver nationally, ... Had 923 receiving yards and eight touchdowns. 


MCGASKEY, Aundre = OL G-4,290 o@oo LaMarque,TX LaMarque 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No, 15 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 6 offensive 
Quard nationally, ... All-District, ... Played on Class 4A state championship team. 


ROBINSON, Keenan §=©»- LB 63,211 o@oo Plano, IX East 
Rivals.com’s No. 97 overall prospect nationally. ... No. 13 overall prospect in Texas. ... 
No. 4 outside linebacker nationally. ... Parade All-American. ... USA Today first-team 
All-American, 


Gilmer, TX Gilmer 
No. 15 dual-threat quarterback 


SCOTT, Christian DB 6-018 Oooo  Dallas,TX Sigline 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 16 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 10 safety 
nationally. ... Had 48 tackles and three interceptions as a senior. 


THOMAS, Earl ATH §-10,174 © GO Orange, TX West-Orange Stark 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 19 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 12 athlete 
nationally, ... Class 3A second-team All-State, 


WELLS, Ben DB 61,18 ooo Beaumont, 1X Ozen 
Rivals.com’s No. 88 overall prospect nationally. ... No. 12 overall prospect in Texas. 
No. 7 cornerback nationally. ... Class 4A first-team All-State. 


WHITTAKER, Foswhitt RB 59,187 o@oo Pearland,TX Pearland 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 27 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 6 all-pur- 
pose back nationally. ... Sixth all-time rusher in Texas Class 5A history with 5,717 yards. 


WILCOXON, Michael = DT 6-2,271 © Aledo, TX Aletlo 
Rivals.com's No. 91 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 54 defensive tackle nationally. ... 
Class 4A second-team All-State. 


WILLIAMS, Malcolm = WR 6-3, 205 oo Garland, 1 Garland 
Rivals.com’s No. 80 overall prospect nationally. ... No. 11 overall prospect in Texas. ... 
No. 11 wide recelver nationally, ... Class 5A first-team All-State. 
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(ro-defensive coordinator Duane Akina was 
(reunited with an old friend in the offseason 
when Texas hired Larry Mac Duff to be his fel- 
low co-coordinator. 

The two last teamed up at the University of 
Arizona in the early 1990s, when they helped 
build the Wildcats’ famed “Desert Swarm” 
defense. Mac Duff joined the Texas staff when 
Gene Chizik left to become the head coach at 
Towa State. 

Mac Duff's arrival doesn’t necessarily portend 
the advent of “Desert Swarm II.” Still, the old 
friends believe they can recreate some of the 
success they experienced in their last go-round 
together. 

“I think we're fortunate to get a coach of his 
stature,” Akina said, “I'm excited about it. He's 
@ good friend and an outstanding football 
coach.” 

* Inspired by the added dimension Tim Tebow 
brought to Florida’s running game last season, 
Mack Brown says the Longhorns could use one 
of their two freshman backup quarterbacks in 
a similar role this season. 

Sherrod Harris, a redshirt freshman, and 
John Chiles, a true freshman, both wowed 
coaches during spring drills with their scintillat- 
‘ng athleticism and knack for making plays with 
their feet. Brown vows that one of the two will 
see “quality playing time” this fall. 

“Tebow opened some eyes because he was 
able to make some plays,” Brown said. “Everyone 
griped about it until they saw they were going to 
win the national championship. Then it became 
the trend.” 

* Just in time for his senior season, 
Drew Kelson has finally found a position. 
It's the same position at which he began his 
Texas career three years ago. 

Kelson is back at safety after seeing time at 
running back and linebacker over his first three 
seasons. He is 6-2, 215, and has speed that 
allowed him to keep up with Reggie Bush on 
a pass route during the 2006 Rose Bowl. Kelson 
is expected to vie for the starting job at free 
safety. 

“T just wanted to do whatever I could to get 
on the field and help the team,” Kelson said. 
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a strong case for playing time. 

Erick Jackson and Drew Kelson, 
a transplant from linebacker, will vie for 
time at safety next to Marcus Griffin, the 
secondary’s only returning starter. 

The good news for the secondary? 
After finishing 99th last season against 
the pass, the Longhorns would be hard- 
pressed to fare any worse. 

The Longhorns also could see a youth 
surge at linebacker. Sophomore Roddrick 
Muckelroy is expected to regain his start- 


ing spot on the outside after missing the 
final 10 games of last season with a torn 
finger tendon. 

Middle linebacker Rashad Bobino and 
linebacker Robert Killebrew 
return to start, but should be pushed by 


outside 


heralded sophomores Jared Norton and 


Sergio Kindle. 
On the front lines, the Longhorns will 
miss ends Brian Robison and Tim 


Crowder, who combined for 15 sacks last 
year. Juniors Brian Orakpo and Aaron 
Lewis, both of whom saw significant 
action as reserves a year ago, will step into 
those spots. 

Frank Okam and Derek Lokey, both 
seniors, ought to provide the Longhorns 
with a formidable one-two punch at tackle. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Ryan Bailey, the walk-on hero of Texas’ 
1th-hour victory at Nebraska last season, 
could play an even more prominent role. 

He's slated to be the team’s starting 
field goal kicker this season, provided he 
can survive a challenge from sophomore 
kickoff specialist Hunter Lawrence. 

Punting duties should fall to Trevor 
Gerland, a former high school track star 
who once finished second to future Texas 
Charles in the 
110-meter hurdles at the stare champi- 


teammate Jamaal 
onships. The Longhorns will hope he 
doesn’t have to use that speed as a punter. 

In the return game, the Longhorns will 
look for a replacement for Aaron Ross, 
whose three career punt-return touch- 
downs were a school record. Quan Cosby, 


nea was a erence 
last season, going from 
"anonymous freshman to 
| Heisman Trophy considere- 

“the span of a few 

“months. ... He passed for 
| 2,570 yards and 29 touch- 
downs, setting a UT record 
and matching a national 
freshman mark for TD 

€s, «1. McCoy, 6-3, 215, also 
became the first freshman in school histo 

win 10 games as a starter. In fact 
Longhorns’ only two losses after September last 
season came with McCoy either out with or ham- 
pered bya shoulder stinger injury. 


TE Jermichaet Finley — 
Next to Colt McCoy, Finley 
“was Texas’ other breakout 
“freshman last season. | 
In limited action as the 
_Longhoms No. 2 tight end, 
Finley. caught 31 passes for 
372 yards and three TDs. All 
those totals rank first on 
the school’s freshman tight 
lists and helped land 
“Finley. freshman All + * 
‘America honors. ... Finley, who caught eight 
‘passes in Texas’ victory over Iowa in the Alamo 
Bowl, takes over a the team pinay gh nd 
this season. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


widely regarded as the top 
igh school prospect in 
Texas last year, has been 
"pegged as the lineman of 
‘the future for the 


near Dallas, Allen is buil a 
the mold of former Texas 

‘AllAmerican Justin Blalock. He could play 
either guard or tackle for the Longhoms but 
_ probably i 
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| Charles Ready 
| To Sprint To 
Stardom 


Tailback Jamaal Charles is 
a sprinter by track-and-field trade, 
and a pretty good one at that. 
He was an All-American for the 
Longhorns’ track team last season, 
turning in some of the squad’s top 
times. 

On the football field, meanwhile, 
Charles learned the hard way what 
it was like to be a high jumper who 
had set the bar too high. 


Texas fans craving more out of 
Charles last year as a sophomore. 
He couldn't quite deliver, turning in 
an 831-yard, seven-touchdown 
season that, by his own admission, 
was a tad pedestrian. 

“I think he was disappointed in 
the year he had last season,” offen- 
sive coordinator Greg Davis said. “He 
had set higher standards for him- 
self.” 

Reinvigorated, rededicated and, in 
a sense, reinvented, Charles intends 
to surpass all expectations this 
season. 

After sharing the workload with 
other backs for most of his first two 
years on campus, Charles enters his 
junior season the undisputed bell 
cow of the Longhorns’ backfield. 

He intends to prove he deserves 
the job. 

“I want to show everybody why I'm 
here, why they recruited me,” Charles 
said. “I'm trying to touch the ball as 
much as possible.” 

To that end, Charles gave up 
indoor track this year, using his time 


to bulk up for the beating he expects | 


to receive in his first go-round as the 
Longhorns’ every-down back this fall. 

He's up to 205 pounds on his 6-1 
frame, which Charles believes will 


help him avoid some of the nagging | 


injuries that have tarnished his first 
two seasons on campus. He's put on 
the weight without sacrificing the 
speed and quickness that made him 
an instant TD threat as a freshman. 

“This year, I'll be the guaranteed 
guy,” Charles said. “I wanted to get 
bigger so I could handle however 
many carries they want to give me.” 

That's music to the ears of coach 
Mack Brown, who says he'd like for 
Charles to touch the ball upward of 
25 times a game this season. 

“He's really, really working to step 
his game back up. He wants to take 
over,” Brown said. 

And so the bar has been raised 
again for Charles. This time, he hopes 
to clear it. 


A tantalizing freshman season had 


Jordan Shipley and Deon Beasley all 
could get a crack at filling Ross’ shoes. 


CHEDULE ANALYSIS 
‘The schedule sets up nicely for the 


Longhorns to make a run at regaining the 
Big 12 title and, possibly, a BCS berth. 
With the notable exception of their 
annual rivalry games against 
Oklahoma in Dallas and at Texas A&M 
— the Longhorns get most every other 


tough matchup at home. 

Nebraska and Texas Tech both come 
to Austin this season, as does TCU, 
Texas’ most formidable non-conference 
opponent. 

Additional Big 12 road trips to Baylor 
and Iowa State shouldn't be too daunting, 
though that jaunt to Oklahoma State in 
early November has the look of a poten- 
tial trap game. 

No matter what happens this year, the 
Longhorns are still going to Disney 
World. On Sept. 15, Texas heads to 
Orlando for a historic non-conference 
game against Central Florida. It is the 
first-ever meeting between the two 
schools. 


— Jeff McDonald 
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42 (3rd, South) 


Dennis Franchione — At Texas A&M: 
25-23, 4 years; overall: 180-96-2, 24 years 


offense, 6 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WAT 


QB Stephen McGee, RB Mike Goodson, 

RB Jorvorskie Lane, TE Martellus Bennett, 
C Cody Wallace, G Kirk Elder, DE Chris 
Hartington, DT Red Bryant, DB Jordan 
Peterson, P Justin Brantly 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


With a diverse and deep running game, 
the Aggies can eat up clock like few 
teams in the country (the Aggies led the 
nation in time of possession last year). 
The Aggies also do a tremendous job in 
protecting the football, and the defense 
showed dramatic improvements last 
season under coordinator Gary Darnell. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
‘A&M is a more talented and deeper team 
than the one that went to the Holiday 
Bowl last season, but the brutal road 


schedule this year could make it difficult 
‘to improve on the nine wins. 


§ Melvin Bullitt, WR Chad Schroeder, 
LB Justin Warren 


The Aggies do not have many holes to fill. 
‘The offense is balanced with the run and 
pass, able to attack slowly or with a quick 
burst, The defensive secondary is better, 
as is the defense as a whole. But A&M's 
five road trips have “danger” written all 
over them and could wreck the season. 


Aggies Have the Confidence to Seal the Deal 


1B eae an unusually warm, late- 
November day last fall, quarterback 
Stephen McGee entered the Texas A8¢M 
huddle and delivered the following mes- 


sage: It’s gue-check time. 


The Aggies, trailing 7-6 to Texas, took 


possession at their 12-yard line in the 
fourth quarter. Sixteen plays later, McGee 
bolted through an opening in the No. 1 
rushing defense in the country for an 
cight-yard touchdown, giving the Aggies 
their signature victory of 2006 — and of 
the Dennis Franchione era. 

That is the style of play the Aggies are 
hoping to parlay into even more success 
in 2007. The players can look back at 
thar drive as a possible launching pad to 
what happens from here, 

Texas A&M conv 


opportunities, took nearly nine minutes 


ted five third-down 


off the clock and displayed an imposing 
will that had not been seen by maroon 
and white fans in years. 

‘The exhausted McGee literally spilled 
his guts in willing the Aggies to their first 
win in Austin since 1994. The quarter- 
back vomited during the drive and took 
one crushing shot after another, adding 
further validity to his gutsy reputation. 


If it wasn’ 


already, the Aggies officially 


became McGee's team on that day, taking 


on the quarterback’s mentality and never- 


say-die toughness. 

“McGee's the most competitive guy 
I've ever seen in my life,” said A&M sen- 
ior linebacker Mark Dodge. 

“He's the ultimate refuse-to-lose guy. 
He does a lot of things well, bur his best 


quality is that he’s going to do whatever it 
takes to win. And it isn’t just talk wich 
him. He'll make any sacrifice to get the 
job done. So, when he does say some- 
thing, he’s got everybody's attention.” 
Like that day in Austin, McGee has 
something to say as he looks toward the 
2007 season. His me 


The Aggies finished off the Longhorns 


Irs closing time, 


last year and won nine games, but they 


failed to seal the deal in three conference 
Oklahoma and 
Nebraska by one point, and falling to 


battles, losing to 
Texas Tech by four. Those six points cost 
A&M a chance to play for a conference 
championship. 

McGee spent the offseason making 
sure every teammate is focused on finish- 
ing games. 

With a loaded offense and an improving 
defense, the Aggies must develop a knock- 
out punch to avoid further gut shots. 

“We were close last year (to winning 
the Big 12 South), but close isn't good 
enough,” McGee said. 

“We have to develop a tougher mental 
edge at the end of games so that we can 
find that one point or those 30 seconds 
that make the difference in winning 
a close game or losing one. The talent is 
here to win the Big 12 title; now we have 
to prove that we have toughness to close 
things out.” 


OFFENSE 


If there is a sense of urgency in quar- 
terback Stephen McGee's tone, it proba- 
bly has to do with the realization he will 
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never again be associated with a collegiate 
offensive line as talented and experienced 
as this year’s unit. 

Senior center Cody Wallace and senior 
guard Kirk Elder return after earning 
first-team All-Big 12 honors. They are 
joined by junior Yemi Babalola and senior 
Corey Clark, a pair of physical vererans. 
‘The most likely fifth starter, senior Chris 
Yoder, has seen action in 29 games. 

This is a potentially dominant offen- 
sive front ... and the Aggies need to take 
advantage of it. 

McGee has complete confidence in his 
line, and, as a result, believes he can be an 
even more effective passer than last year 
when he completed 62 percent of his 
passes for 2,295 yards and 12 touch- 
downs. McGee, who tossed just two 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 206.9 ypg rushing (2nd in Big 12/8th in NCAA), 190.5 ypg passing (11th/72nd), 387.4 ypg total offense (Sth/18th), 27.9 ppg (Sth/34th) 


Stephen McGee" 


Fiery leader who will throw a shoulder or a pass. 


derrad Johnson, Fr. 


RB Jorvorskie Lane* Jt. Part ofa dynamic tailback duo. Mike Goodson, So. 
WR _ Earvin Taylor” Sr.__ Dependable receiver who has battled injuries. Michael Corey, Sr. 
WR Kerry Franks ‘St. Big-play target has the speed to go deep. Howard Morrow, dr. 
WR _ Pierre Brown Jt__Improving receiver also a special teams star. Jamie McCoy, So. 

TE Martellus Bennett” Jr. Could be his last year before bolting to the NFL. Joey Thomas, Sr. 

QT _Yemi Babalola dt __Hasa nasty streak that coaches love and admire. Travis Schneider, Jr.” 
QG Kirk Elder* Sr.__Well-spoken leader of the offensive line. Michael Shumard, So. 
C Cody Wallace” St. Gentle giant off the field; kicks butt between lines. Kevin Matthews, So. 
SG Chris Yoder St. Returns to starting lineup for first time since 2004. Lee Grimes, So. 

ST Corey Clark” Sr. Has 24 career starts to his credit, Robbie Frost, So. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


‘2006 stats: 132.1 ypg rushing (6th in Big 12/G5th NCAA), 190.5 passing (4th/44th), 322.6 total defense (4th/46th), 20.5 ppg (5 


Chris Harrington” 


‘The most consistent defender who never stops. 


Amos Gbunblee, Jr. 


DT Red Bryant* St. NFL scouts covet his size and strength. Henry Smith, Sr. 

DT Kellen Heard So. Big run-stopper is a load at 6-6, 330. Lucas Patterson, Fr. 
DE — Michael Bennett Jt Less flamboyant than tight end brother, but effective Cyril Obiozor, Jr. 

LB Misi Tupe~ Sr. Big 12 Defensive Newcomer of the Year in 2006. Matt Featherston, So, 
LB Mark Dodge Sr. 26-year-old got better as the season progressed. Anthony Lewis, So. 
DB Jordan Pugh So. Versatile defensive back ready for impact year. daphus Brown, St. 
CB Danny Gorrer* Jf. Posted 52 tackles in first year as a starter. Marquis Carpenter, Sr. 
(CB Jordan Peterson’ So. Team leader in passes broken up with eight. Arkeith Brown, Jr. 
SS Alton Dixon dr. Emerged as a big-time hitter as a sophomore. Kenny Brown, Fr. 

FS Devin Gregg* Jt. Perhaps the new leader of an improving secondary. Chevar Bryson, So. 
Returning starter 


interceptions in 313 attempts, also 
believes the balance of the A&M attack 
will create nightmares for opponents. 
“It’s a pick your poison kind of deal, 
because if you force us to throw, we'll do 
just thar,” he said. “But with our running 
backs and our offensive front, we can also 
beat teams by grinding it our on the 
ground. Either way is fine with us.” 
Prior to the Texas game, ASM was the 
only team in the nation still averaging 
200 yards passing and 200 rushing per 
McGee should 
improve his passing skills, as senior wide- 


game. continue to 
out Earvin Taylor returns to join one of 
the best tight end tandems in the country 
in Martellus Bennett and Joey Thomas. 
It is the running game that should 
truly strike fear into opposing defenses. 


Powerful Jorvorskie Lane is virtually 
unstoppable in short-yardage situations. 
The 274-pound “J-Train” produced 
either a first down or a touchdown 
26 times on 29 third- or fourth-down 
carties last year. 

Meanwhile, Mike Goodson was the 
Big 12 Freshman of the Year, rushing for 
847 
Goodson features blazing speed with 
breakneck cutback ability. 


yards and four touchdowns. 


DEFENSE 


Texas A&M's secondary was the pri- 
mary concern entering last season after 
the Aggies finished last nationally in pass 
defense in 2005. 

The ’06 Aggies were much improved 
against the pass (44th nationally), and the 
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AGGIES RECRUITING 200. 


Derrick Stephens, LB 

A true inside linebacker, Stephens showed off athleticism at Cy Falls 
as a junior and senior. Though he's an inside guy, he has deceptive 
speed — which assists him in coverage. As he continues to grow and 
get stronger, Stephens could have an impact early 


Von Miller, DE 

Ahybrid player, Miller has more upside than most Texas defenders in 
the Class of 2007. With the frame and athleticism to play linebacker, 
he could also grow into @ pass-rushing defensive end. The talented 
Miller's skill could earn him early playing time if he can focus on one 
position, 


Bradley Stephens, RB 

No one can argue with his production. Stephens accumulated more 
than 5,000 yards as a high school upperclassman. The nation’s No, 12 
rated running back, Stephens’ size and ability to carry the load could 
make him a nice counterpart to the running backs already on campus 


SF NEWCOMERS GF Mir-ruaaeT 


at A&M. 
Name Pr Stars Hometown Se 
AVERY, Frank TE 6-4, 230 Galveston, TX Ball 


Rivals.com’s No. 63 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 31 tight end nationally, ... All-District. 
«+. Had 18 catches for 269 yards as a senior. 


BAKER, Daniel OL 66,28 O00 — FortBend, TX Elkins 
Rivals,com's No. 95 overall prospect in Texas, ... Played every offensive line position in| 
high school. ... Projects as center. ... Two-time first-team All-District, ,.. Allowed just 
‘one sack as a senior. .. All-State, 


BASS, Ben DE 6-4,263 © 
Rivals.com's No, 53 overall prospect in Texas. 
nationally. ... All-State honorable mention, ... All 


Plano, 1 
No. 26 strongside defensive end 
istrict as an offensive lineman. 


CHAVIS, Billy ATH 6-4,220 © Beaumont, TX —Westhraok 
Rivals.com’s No. 46 overall prospect in Texas. .., No. 39 athlete nationally. ... Played 
quarterback, running back, wide receiver, tight end, linebacker and safety. ... Primarily 


‘a defensive player as a senior. ... Honorable mention All-State, 
five sacks as a senior. 


Had 98 tackles and) 


EBBITT, Michael DE 65,245 © ‘Westlake Village, CA Oaks Christian 
Rivals.com's No. 44 overall prospect in California. ... No, 24 weakside defensive end 
nationally. ... Played on undefeated Oaks Christian team as a sophomore, ... All-League| 
as a junior. 


EIKE, Evan OL 64,320 © Bryan, TX Bryan 
Rivals.com’s No. 76 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 43 offensive guard nationally, ... 
Glass 5A second-team All-State. ... All-District as a junior. .., Blocked for 1,900-yard| 
running back as a senior. 


HOLLAND, Roger WR 5-11,178 © Houston, TX Cy Falls 
Played on state runner-up. ... Three-time All-District. ... Had 49 catches for 801 yards| 
and nine touchdowns as a junior, ... Had 41 catches for 620 yards and six touchdowns| 


as a junior. ... Started at receiver and cornerback. 


JOINER, Branton DE 63,229 200 Killeen, TX Shoemaker 
Rivals.com’s No. 57 overall prospect in Texas. ... No, 25 weakside defensive end 
nationally, ... Class 5A All-State, ... Had 93 tackles, seven sacks and three forced| 
fumbles as a senior, ... Two-time All-District. 


MILLER, Von DE 6-3,210 © DeSoto, TK DeSoto 
Rivals.com’s No. 29 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 15 weakside defensive end] 
nationally. ... District MVP. ... Had 76 tackles, 14 tackles for a loss and seven sacks as| 
a senior. ... Had 37 tackles, 14 tackles for a loss and seven sacks as a junior. 


Committments 
‘Average Stars 


66066 B 
6066060 : 


Total Stars 54 
BIG 12; 8 


Daniel Baker, OL 
A big prospect at 6-6, 285, Baker has 
the ability to play almost every posi- 
tion along the offensive line. Looking 
dominant at center, Baker could be 
‘a guy that emerges later in his career. 
Though he didn't have many scholar- 
ship offers, the Aggies may have 
found a sleeper prospect in the 
Houston area, 


National Rank: 42 


2GOGS NEEDS 


There may not be a more important position 
in terms of quantity for the Aggies to take in 
the 2008 class than offensive linemen. With 
only a select few taken in the 2006 and 2007 
classes, look for A&M to target several 
players who can help them on the offensive 


front. 

— John Talman, Rivals.com 
Nae ‘Stans Hometown Scoot 
SMITH, Lionel DB 6-1,180 oo Bellaire, TX Bellaire 


Enrolled in January. ... Transferred from St. Bernard (La.) for senior season after 
Hurricane Katrina, ... Started at quarterback at St. Bernard. ... Second-team All-District 
at cornerback at Bellaire, 


STEPHENS, Bratley RB 5-10,185 ©@@o Mechllen,TX — Memorial 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No, 12 overall prospect in Texas, ... No, 12 running 
back nationally. ... Parade All-American, ... USA Today All-American. ... Two-time 
first-team All-State. ... Rushed for 7,803 career yards, ... Rushed for 1,875 yards and 
23 touchdowns as a senior, 


STEPHENS, Derrick LB 6-3,220 © — Houston, TX Cy Falls 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com's No. 17 overall prospect in Texas. ... No, 5 inside 
linebacker nationally. .., Class 5A first-team All-State. ... As a senior, had 121 tackles 


and 18 tackles for a loss, ,., Had 106 tackles as a junior. 


TANNEHILL, Ryan QB 64,193 ©@o — BigSpring, TX Big Spring 
Rivals.com’s No, 88 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 23 dual-threat quarterback nation- 
ally, ... Enrolled in January, ... Passed for 1,258 yards and rushed for 617 as a senior. 
.». Passed for 1,410 yards and rushed for 822 yards as a junior. 


TRICE, Nick WR 6:2,18 900 Killeen, TX Harker Heights 
Rivals.com’s No. 86 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 63 wide receiver, ... Class 5A All- 
State. ... Missed junior season with knee injury. ... Caught 23 passes for 457 yards and 
seven touchdowns as a sophomore, 


TURNAGE, Harold TE 63,260 ooo 
Rivals.com’s No. 51 tight end, ... Two-time: 
for 325 yards and three touchdowns as a senic 
a junior. 


WILLIAMS, Branton 


Houston, TX Chavez 
st team All-District, ... Caught 27 passes 
«+. Cauight 29 passes for 291 yards as 


ATH 64,210 ©O@O Beaumont, TX Central 
Rivals250 member. ... Rivals.com’s No. 26 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 26 athlete 
‘rationally. ... District MVP as junior and senior. ... Primarily played quarterback... 
Passed for 1,305 yards and 11 touchdowns. ... Rushed for 1,894 yards as a senior. 


WILLIAMS, Garrick = =6WR 62,217 © DeSoto, TX DeSoto 
Played quarterback, wide receiver and safety. ... Had 25 catches for 436 yards and three 
touchdowns as a senior. ... Had 19 catches for 250 yards and five touchdowns as a junior. 


YOUNG, Charles 1B 63,215 oo 
Rivals.com’s No. 40 prospect in Louisiana. ... No. 42 inside linebacker nationally. 
First-team All-District. ... Had 98 tackles and four fumble recoveries as a senior. ... Had 
57 solo tackles and 374 receiving yards as a junior. ... Three-year starter on both sides 
of the ball, 


Mamou, LA Mamou 
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\ ¢ AGGIES SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Ctass” Honerow 
26 CHRIS ALEKANDER RB 5-11 242 Sr Humble 55 NICKLAMANTIA 1B 6-1 227 _r_Mision 
‘MATTHEW ALNARAZ DB_5-10 194 Jr San Antonio 11 JORVORSKIE LANE RB 6-0. 274 ar afin 
Ji_YEMI BABALOLA __L_6-4_ 208 Jt_Bryan 21 _ DAVID LATHAM DB_ 6-2 200 Jr Colleyville 
I a 
ET eee 32 JONATHAN MADSEN K_ 6-2 169 Fr__Houston 
aie MIIAET SENETT nOTC ASIST oe 89__COLINMARBURGER WR 6-3. 202 _fr_ Wimberley 
35 Coby BEYER WR 6-1 180 So San Antonia 63 KEVIN MATTHEWS 300__So Sugar Land 
3 BEN BTINER DB_55 165 Sr Round Rock 4 SAMIE MCCOY So Midland 
16 JUSTIN BRANTLY PF 6-4 228 Jr Seal 35 _TERRENCE MOODY Fr_ Midland 
17 BLAINE BRAWLEY WR 5-11 175 So Denison 7 STEPHEN NOGEE Bast 
18 _ ARKETH BROWN DB 5-11 170 Jr Hi Campo rreraTG aie 
25 JAPHUS BROWN DB 5-11 199 Sr Baa 
35 JEREMY BROWN WR_6-2 205 So Fort Wom SS eNun ene. Ft_Missout Gi 
15 KENNY BROWN —DB_6-2 194 fi _OWlahoma City, Ok  _S_HOWARD MORROW at_Kaler 
PIERRE BROWN WR 6-2 200 Jr —Duneanle 94 _ CORY MULTER So Garden Gly 
35 _RED BRYANT DL_6-5 306 St Jasper 49 CYRIL OBIOZOR Tk_Pewland 
30 CHEVAR BRYSON DB G0 165 So Midland 36 _ RYAN OBRYANT So Houston 
37 CHRIS CAFLISCH WR 6-2 182 Fr San Anonfo 78 LUCAS PATTERSON Fr Kingvila 
‘LORENZO CALLOWAY_WR_5-9-171 Jr Houston eA DSTA aan 
46 ARRETTCANTU_—DL_6-2 230 80 NeAlen a =o 
13 MARQUIS CARPENTER DB 60179 — $1 —Melboune, 7 
@_BANCARSON——_DL_5.11 221 So Allen 32_ ANTONIO PERRY $o_Hanmond UA 
‘54 OOREY CLARK OL 6-6 317 Sr Spring Branch 27 JORDAN PETERSON DB 5-10 185 So Lexington 
7 _LATRAEL COOPER RB _6-0217 Fr Cuero 25 JORDAN PUGH DB_5-11 190 So Plano 
20 NICHARL COREY WR 6-4 205 Sr Delta, UF 43_GARY RANDALL LB 60 207 _fr_Buckhalis 
“CORY DATS DS_ 6-247 —drConroe 36 MATT RANKIN OL” 62 255 Fr Houston 
Set ieee Eee REEent leat (69 CRAIG RASCHKE _OL_65 231 Fr_ Brownwood 
=f AON eal at eng 503 tal 
STR DS ea 43 JODIE RICHARDSON LB 60 233 So Duncanville 
4 RIRE DER ———OL 65-098 — 87 Wen 57_DUSTINRIEWE 1860 224 tr Bin 
5 RAWLEY FARRELL DB 6-0 193 Sr fast Boman 65 SPRICER ROBNETT DS 6-0 225 i Midland 
%6_MATT FEATHERSTON 186-3240 So Poughkeepsie Y10CHARLESROY___DB5.41.175 Fr Richmond 
3 aoe a a m7 Z eee 60 _ JOSH RUSSELL OL 6-4 328 So__ Waxahachie 
z Orange 18_T3,SANDERS _QB_63 206  S Goddar, KS 
oI 75 TRAM SCHNEIDER OL 6-8. 205 Or _Bellvle 
96 NICK FUSCO DS 60-235 Fr Houston BE Ed SEALE WEY ELINA Soya hin 
26 AMOS GBUNGLEE TE 6-5 250 Jt Cypress 76 MICHAEL SHUMARD OL. 6-5 305 So fort Hood 
2 ALEX GRIAIDY DB 6-0-199 Fr Friseo ‘4 CHRIS SMITH __DL._6-4 260 Jr Alen 
32 COREY GIBAS ——DSs-11 215 So ovina, Ch 95 HENRY SMITH DL 63.307 St Aleve, AL 
7 SAM GIESSELMANN DS 6-4 201 dr —Alington 26 _KEONDRA SMITH) RB 5-9 214 So Tyler 
4 He a a et 2 ae 33 LIONEL SMITH DB_6-1 180 Fr__Houston 
$e tent TE at ay Sal 7__MAMT SZYMANSKI __P/K_6-1 188 So College Station 
TARY CORNER 160-1 19 AVANTANNEHILL QB _6-4 193 fi Big Spring 
3a CHANGE GRAY —— 015-41 260—Fr Alen 23 CORNELL TARRANT RB 6-0 192 fr _Dalls 
26 DEVIN GRELG DB 6-0 195 Ir — Spring 2_EARVINTAYLOR _WR_63228 Sr Mission 
74 LEE GRIMES ‘OL 66 310 80 Brownood 32__ SAMSON TAYLOR RB _6:0 205 2 The Woodlands 
90 GRANT HAGAR DL 6-0 195 So San Antonio ‘1 JOEY THOMAS TE 65250 Sr Austin 
#2 ENS HARE 65 26181 Fat ‘A DEVAGRIR THOMPSON DB 61183 Fr_Dalas 
es ee 37_ MSI TUPE 1B $10 250 S_ St. George, UT 
“22 JOHNNATHAN HATNES 1862196 ax Whittier CA SALES RAN DB 6200 iWin 
31 KELN HEARD DL 66330 — $0 Wharton 91_RYANVAUGHAN TE _64 240 or Colle 
19 CHARLES HEWITT DB 6-0 210 So Richmond 29__ANTHONY VELA __RB_510 222 fr Round Rock 
29 STEPHEN HODGE ——DB__6-1 225 — Sr Richardson 70 CODY WALLACE —OL_6-4 294 Sr Cue 
14 CHRIS VEY O62 182 Fr_DeSoto (66_PHILIP WALTER OL. 63 240 Fr_ Austin 
~ Sere a 2 # ~ oe 58 RYAN WHITMER OL 6-1 242 Fr _Kilgore 
ee 97 CODY WILUAMS DL 64238 fr Longview 
22_ JEFF KARR DB 5-10 195 or Richardson Bo SWINGER WILLIAMS "DL 6-6 300° 80 _ Tala 
5 ANDREW Rea 90 alas &4_DREW WILLIAMSON WR 62 194 dx _ Southlake 
€_KRSTOPHER KNORIOK-DB—6-0 183 — Fr ouston 10 JEFF WOOD B65 210 So Houston 
2% TYLER KOCBA DB 6-0 190 _S0__Liberty Hl 51 CHRIS YODER OL 63 209 St Houston 
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Gain Loss Net Avg 
82 847 67 


Dodge 


Harrington 11 
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Results 


NOTEBOOK 


exas A&M has plenty of experience, returning 
Tre only 14 full-time starters (eight offense 
and six defense), but a roster that contains 
32 players who have at least one career start. 

Offensive lineman Kirk Elder heads the list 
with 35 career starts, Texas A&M has 15 players 
who have double-digit starts in their career. 

“There's a comfort level with our road sched- 
ule in knowing that we have a lot of young men 
who have been in hostile environments before,” 
coach Dennis Franchione said. “I don’t think we 
will be uncomfortable going on the road.” 

* Freshman running back Cornell Tarrant was 
one of the most impressive stars of the spring, 
turning coaches’ heads and rushing for a game- 
high 117 yards in the spring game. 

Tarrant should see some action this year, but 
it’s likely to be limited as he is a backup to 
All-Big 12 performer Jorvorskie Lane and 2006 
Big 12 Freshman of the Year Mike Goodson, 

“We have nothing but playmakers,” Tarrant 
said. “Everyone in the backfield is excellent.” 

© Despite the Aggies’ lopsided loss to Cal 
(45-10) in the Holiday Bowl last December, 
Franchione says his team benefited from the 
experience of going to San Diego, It did not, he 
said, diminish a breakthrough season for A&M. 

"It was disappointing to not play a better 
game, but we probably played a team that was 
maybe better than anybody in the Big 12,” 
Franchione said. 

“We think about the bowl game and what we 
could have done to play better to win. But any- 
time you go into a postseason game you want to 
see it as a positive — whether it is a positive 
that you won or a positive that you see what you 
need to work on and continue to build on.” 

* Texas A&M failed to have one player select- 
ed in the NFL draft, the first time that has hap- 
pened since 1974. That will change in 2007, 
when the Aggies figure to have several NFL-ready 
prospects, including potential early-entry 
Martellus Bennett, a tight end. 
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MIKE GOODSON 


improvements should continue because 
almost everyone is back. 

The Aggies lost emotional leader 
Melvin Bullite, but Japhus Brown, Danny 


Gorrer and Devin Gi 


egg are proven per- 
formers, while sophomore cornerback 
Jordan Peterson and sophomore Jordan 
Pugh appear to have star potential. 

The concerns regarding the linebacker 
| 


the emergence of junior college transfers 


situation last year were also alleviated by 


Mark Dodge and Misi Tupe. Both players 


are now seniors after solid debut seasons 
— Dodge produced 51 tackles and 
became a big-play specialist, while Tupe 
(54 tackles) earned Big 12 Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year honors. 

A&M also appears to be developing 
some impact youngsters in sophomore 
‘Anthony Lewis and Matt Featherston. 

“We will go into the year with a lot 
fewer questions defensively than we had 
last year, especially at the linebackers and 
secondary,” Franchione said. 

“Last year, we were changing defenses, 
and we had three new defensive coaches. 


Now, our secondary is far more confi- 
dent, and you look at linebacker with 
Mark and Misi, (they) are 25- and 
26-year-old guys who are very solid, 
Then you've got Anthony and Matt 
behind them, which makes you feel 
good.” 

Up front, the Aggies not only feel 
good; they look good, too. 

Senior end Chris Harrington is to the 
defense what McGee is to the offense — 
a fiery, hard-nosed leader, Hartington, 
despite battling injuries a year ago, led 
the team in tackles for losses (11.5) and 
sacks (7.5). 

Tackles Red Bryant and Kellen Heard 


are monsters inside, 


while former 


rves Obiozor, Michael Bennett 


and Henry Smith add tremendous depth 
and flexibility. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Justin Brantly averaged 44.3 yards per 


punt (10th nationally), and Kerry Branks 


———————————— ee 
Texas A&M's Winning Trend 1997-20065 


QB Stephen McGee 
In addition to all the 
‘brings to 
the team, he is also remark- 
ably productive. ... MeGee 
was the first quarterback in 
the nation to surpass 2,000 
passing yards and 500 rush- 
ing yards last season. ... The 
junior’s ability to protect the 
football, even while running ™ 
the option, was one of the 
He cnet cial areaeseh 
13 tumovers, ranking No. 2 nationally. ... MeGee 


‘was intercepted tivice in 313 passing attempts. 
‘MeGee also rushed for 666 yards, helping ASM lead 
the nation in time of possession, 1 


RB Mike Goodson. f 

While Jorvorsie Lane often 
‘starts the game running over 
Vinebackers and terrorizing 
defensive backs, A&M oppo- 
nents have the speed of Mike 
Goodson to defend, Goodson, 
the Big 12 Freshman of the 
Year by ‘publications, 


has another gear altogether, 


‘Goodson rushed for 

847 yards and four touch- 

downs) last year — the third highest total by 
a freshman in A&M history. ... He also displayed 
a knack for big plays, icing the Baylor game with 
a 64-yard run and giving the Aggies an early lead 
with a 41-yard burst against Texas, .. Goodson also 
hhas nice hands, catching 17 passes for 113 yards. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


WR Jamie MeCoy 

‘Although he isn’t actually 
a meweomner (this is McCoy's 
third season in the pro- 
‘gtam), he is new to. his cur. 
ent position (wide receiv: 
er), where he can take 
‘advantage of his athleticism. 
‘The coaches could move 
McCoy from quarterback 
because Jerrod Johnson 


‘impressive spring. 
to min reverses and throw passes off reverses. 
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Defending 
Country and 
Goal Lines 


Junior college transfer Mark Dodge 
sensed last year he would receive 
plenty of media attention for what 
he had done in the past. 

He was right. 

Dodge was an Army solider in the 
Pentagon filling out paperwork on 
Sept. 11, 2001, and watching cover- 
age of the World Trade Center attacks 
when hijacked American Airlines 
Flight 77 slammed into the other side 
of the complex. 

Dodge evacuated and joined his 


unit, which assisted in search-and- 
recovery efforts. 

Dodge, because of his background, 
anticipated some attention — even if 
he never emerged as a big-time player 
at A&M. He was floored by just how 
many inquiries there were around the 
five-year anniversary of the terrorist 
attacks. 

Newspapers from across the country 
told Dodge's story. So did TV stations 
and magazines. He was featured promi- 
nently on ESPN's College GameDay. 

“Tt was very overwhelming,” said 
Dodge, a 6-2, 222-pound linebacker. 

“I did interviews for at least two 
weeks leading up to 9-11, and I can't 


even count how many stories were J 


done. It was an honor because I felt 
like I was representing all those guys 
in my platoon and, to a larger extent, 
all the people who participated in the 
aftermath of the attacks. 

“But after a while, I finally had to 
put an end to the interviews. It was 
very draining.” 

His football story is compelling, too. 

After four years in the military, the 
former 170-pound receiver and safety 
bulked up 35 pounds. He first walked 


on at Feather River Junior College in | 


Northern California and emerged as 
a Division I-A prospect. 


By the end of the last season, his | 


first at Texas A&M, Dodge's background 
took a backseat to his backbone status 
on the defense. In mid-November, 
Dodge had 17 tackles and an intercep- 
tion against Nebraska, earning Big 12 
Defensive Player of the Week honors. 
Then against Texas, he made two of the 
biggest plays of the year. 

He stopped a fourth-and-1 in the 
first quarter with the Longhorns at the 
A&M eight-yard line, and he sealed the 
12-7 win with a fourth-quarter inter- 
ception. 

“Tt was nice to have the media talk- 
ing to me about how well I was playing 
and not just my past,” Dodge said. 
“I've always wanted to be a player and 
not just a player with an interesting 
background.” 

Mission accomplished. 
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and Pierre Brown helped the Aggies go 
from No. 109 in the country in 2005 to 
third nationally in kickoff return average 
(26.1) in 06. 

Now the Aggies are hoping placekick- 
er Matt Szymanski, who skipped his sen- 
ior year in high school to enroll at A&M 
last fall, will enjoy a more stable sopho- 
more season. 

Szymanski, rated as the top high 
school kicking prospect in the country, 
struggled arly, but finished with 
a 32-yard field goal in the Holiday Bowl. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Aggies went unbeaten on the road 
last year. Duplicating that feat, however, 
will be a tremendously tall task. 

Texas A&M has a non-conference 
game at Miami and then faces Texas 
Tech, Nebraska, Oklahoma and Missouri 
on the road in conference play. 

Since the inception of the Big 12 in 
1996, A&M has played 15 road games 
against Texas Tech, Nebraska, Oklahoma 
and Missouri, compiling a 2-13 record in 
those trips. 

— Rusty Burson 


SCHEDULE 


Sept. 1 MONTANA STATE 
‘Sept. 8 FRESNO STATE 
' Sept. 15  LOUISIANA-MONROE 
Sept. 20 at Miami 


Soa 
Sept. 29 BAYLOR 


“Oct.13 at Texas Tech > 
~ Oct. 20. at Nebraska 
“Nov.3 at Oklahoma > 
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(800) 431-9281 (Tou-FREE) © WWW.PELICAN-BEACH.COM 
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FINDING THE PERFECT MEETING SITE 


Is EASIER THAN YOU THINK. 


If you are looking for the perfect location for your next meeting or corporate outing, then look no further than 
Pelican Beach Resorts and Conference Center, Pelican Beach offers an unmatched level of style and hospitality 
combined with breathtaking views of Northwest Florida’ beautiful Emerald Coast. Whether team building, 
prospecting or tending to existing customers, Pelican Beach provides the perfect environment to build business 
relationships! 


~ Over 400 One-, Two-, & Three-Bedroom Units 
~~ Over 5,000 sq. f. of flexible meeting space with separate registration area & exhibit space 
4 Pools, Spa, 2 Fitness Centers & Tennis Courts 

~ Custom programs including golf, offshore fis 


1G tennis, and more! 
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DESTIN, FLORIDA 
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H Tech's defensive ont 58 


“holes than a block af Swiss cheese, 


With Red Raiders, It’s Never Over Until It's Over 


fexas Tech appears to be rebuilding. 
Yet, don't count the Red Raiders out. 

Nobody should ever do that again 
after the Red Raiders recovered from 
a 31-point second-half deficit to pull off 
the largest comeback in bowl game 
history with a 44-41 triumph over 
Minnesota in the Insight Bowl. 

The lesson learned: Don’t underesti- 
mate the folks from Lubbock. That 
would be a mistake heading into this 
season with a Texas Tech offense that has 
proven it can score against virtually 
anybody, and at any time. 

Just ask Minnesota, which led 35-7 at 
halftime after Texas Tech self-destructed, 
committing three turnovers. You can only 
guess the feelings inside the locker room. 
Gloom? Despair? Hopelessness? 

“Nope, none of that,” 
Graham Harrell recalled. 

“We had killed ourselves in the first 
half, so there was no reason to panic. 


quarterback 


We knew we had something to prove, 
and we knew we had the opportunity to 
shock everyone watching.” 

They did. The comeback is still rever- 
through Lubbock. After 
Minnesota kicked a field goal to go up 


berating 


38-7 midway through the third quarter, 
the Raiders rallied for 31 unanswered 
points to send the game into overtime on 
the final play of regulation, 

The Red Raiders won in overtime in 
a game that wont soon be forgotten ... 
at least that’s the hope of the Texas Tech 
coaching staff. 

“When you do something like that, 
I'd like to hope thar the guys truly 


believe they never are (out of a game),” 
said coach Mike Leach. “ 
to the belief that, no matter who we're 


T hope it adds 


playing or where we're playing, we can 
always win.” 

The Raiders might rely on that belief 
this year. On paper, there are some 
holes. Tech's offensive line, its receiving 
corps and its entire front seven on 
defense have been gutted by gradua- 
tion. Only four offensive and five 
defensive starters return ftom a team 
that achieved its seventh straight bowl 
appearance last year. 

But the Red Raiders relish being over- 
looked. They embrace the “no respect” 
mantra. And, as they did at halftime of 
the Insight Bowl, they appear to be rally- 
ing around the opportunity to shock the 
world. 

Outsiders might look at the person- 
nel losses and conclude that Tech will 
be hard-pressed to match last year's 
8-5 record. Naturally, players believe 
they will be better than anyone might 
imagine. 

“[ don’t think there are any limits to 
the success we can have,” said Harrell, 
the MVP of the Insight Bowl. “ 
about chemistry and belief. Our goals 


Te’s all 


for this season are very high, and we 
believe that this can be a very memo- 
rable season.” 

Pethaps even as memorable as the 


Insight Bowl. 


OFFENSE 


For the first time since 2002, the 
Raiders will not be pinning their offen- 
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sive hopes on a new quarterback. 
Graham Harrell is back in the saddle 
after what was, for the most part, a spec- 
tacular sophomore season. He threw for 
4,555 yards and 38 touchdowns last sea- 
son, often displaying the poise of a sea- 
soned veteran, 

‘There were bumps in the road — 
primarily in losses against TCU, 
Missouri and Colorado — but Harrell 
finished strong, passing for 519 yards 
against Texas in late October and 
445 yards in the comeback win over 
Minnesota. 

“Graham Harrell is very good,” Texas 
coach Mack Brown said. “A lot of times 
we were covering (their receivers) and 
(Harrell was) sticking it in there. When 
‘Texas Tech is moving the ball and they're 


Scouting Report: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


QB Grafham Harrell” us 


2006 stats: 78.4 ypg rushing (11th in Big 12/112th in NCAA), 369.5 ypg passing (1st), 447.9 ypy total offense (1stGth), 32.5 ppg (Srd/1 th) 


‘Another in the long line of great Tech quarterbacks, 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Taylor Potts, Fr, 


RB Shannon Woods* Jr. Versatile, dangerous runner is in Leach’s doghouse. Kobey Lewis, So, 

SE LA. Reed Jr. Played in 13 games and caught 12 passes last year. Todd Walker, Jr. 

IR__ Eric Morris Jt. Averaged almost 14 yards per catch as sophomore. —_Kelly Hildebrandt, Sr. 
IR Danny Amendola* St. Most experienced receiver and a special team star. Grant Walker, Sr. 

FL Edward Britton So. Displayed big-play potential during freshman year. Mike Crabtree, Fr. 
Marlon Winn So. __One of numerous newcomers on offensive line, Chris Olson, Fr. 

LG Louis Vasquez” Jr Only returning starter up front can be dominant. Adrian Archie, Fr. 

C Shawn Byrnes So. __ Big frame (6-3, 303), but very little experience, dustin Keown, Fr. 
RG Stephen Hamby Jr Former walk-on has moved up the ladder. Brandon Carter, So. 
RT Rylan Reed Jt Former minor league baseball player hits it big. Andrew Johnson, So. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


DE _Jake Ratlff* ur. 


Rangy end contributed 50 tackles and 3.5 sacks. 


51.1 ypg Pushing (10th in Big 12/86th NCAA), 182.4 passing (1st'32nd), 333.5 total defense (6th/S8th), 25.1 ppg (Bth/76th) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Brandon Williams, So. 


NT — Rajon Henley So. Won the job with an impressive spring. Brian Jones, So. 

DT _ Richard Jones So. Needs to step up quickly to fill potential void. Britton Barbee, Fr. 
DE Tyler Yenzer St. __ Solid, but lacks the explosiveness he had in '06. Sandy Riley, So. 

LB Kellen Tillman* St. Sixth-year linebacker finished with 41 tackles last year. Brian Duncan, Fr. 
LB Paul Williams: Sr. Started six games last year and had 30 stops, Victor Hunter, So. 
LB Chad Hill Sr.___Another first-year starter in the front seven, Marion Williams, So. 
CB Jamar Wall So. Good athlete is only new starter in secondary. De'Shon Sanders, Jr. 
CB Chris Parker* Sr. Posted 60 tackles in first year as starter, ‘Marcus Bunton, Jr, 
SS Joe Garcia* Sr. Hard-hitting leader of the defense. Anthony Hines, Jr. 
FS Darcel McBath* Jt Excellent athlete who intercepted three passes. ‘Lance Fuller, Jr. 
“Returning starter 


hot, they'te as good as anybody in the 
country on offense.” 

A big part of that red-hot offense was 
running back Shannon Woods, who led 
the team in rushing with 926 yards and 
led the Big 12 in all-purpose yardage with 
139 yards per game. Woods is a dynamic 
big-play threat ... when he’s not in Leach’s 
doghouse. 

Leach publicly criticized Woods work 
ethic in the spring and made him third 
on the depth chart behind Kobey Lewis 
and walk-on Ryan Hayes. But for Tech's 
offense to be at its best, the Raiders need 
a proven threat like Woods. Lewis is 
explosive, but at 5-5, 173 pounds, his 
durability is a question. 

There are also a number of concerns 


along the line, where only left guard 


Louis Vasquez returns from a unit that 
allowed just one sack for every 38 pass 
attempts last year. And at receiver, Tech 
must replace two of its most reliable 
horses in Joel Filani and Robert 
Johnson. 

The Raiders return one proven receiv- 
ing target in senior Danny Amendola. 
Junior L.A. Reed (23 career catches), 
redshirt freshman Mike Crabtree, sopho- 
more Edward Britton and junior Eric 
Morris (35 career receptions) must step 


up quickly. 


DEFENSE 


The strength of Tech’s defense appears 
to be its secondary, where three of four 
starters return from a unit that led the 
Big 12 by allowing opponents just 
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Jacob Amie, WR 

With the body of a tight end but the elusiveness of a receiver, 
‘no prospect may have a bigger impact as a freshman than Amie. 
His presence at receiver in Mike Leach’s offense should cause many 
mismatches. That potential may put him on the map early in Lubbock. 


Commitments 
‘Average Stars 


Lonnie Edwards, OL 

Edwards, who was a long-time Baylor commit, switched to the Red 

Raiders and could be an offensive lineman that makes an early Move One of the biggest defensive tackles in 

|| up the depth chart. A strong blocker who is physically prepared forthe physical stature and in potential, the - " 
next level, Edwards looks great as a guard in a spread offense Oklahoma City Putnam City North  MMMiMaMicackcd Big 12: 10 


prospect was one of most underthe- yaya TEES 
radar targets in the 2007 class. Texas 


Detron Lewis, WR Tech came in late and may have found While Tech will obviously continue to target 
Hailed as one ofthe best route-running receivers in the state of Texas, a big gem. With depth issues at defensive Warterbacks and receivers, defense will be 
Lewis doesn't have the size of a prospect like Amie. A leader for hiS tackle Agoucha could be a force early. iQ focus in the upcoming class. Adding 
high schoo! team, Lewis should have no problem carrying a big load more scholarship defensive tackles will be 
as a freshman at Tech. His quickness and leaping ability should make important. The Red Raiders also need help at 
Bhim one to watch early. linebacker and safety in the coming years. 


3S TEMUCOMERS OF MIPFILT 


— John Talman, Rivals.com 


Name Pos. tr, Wr. Stans Homerownt Scwoo MR Name Po Stars Hometown Scwoot 
‘AGOUCHA, Bobbie OT 64,300 oo Ok/ahoma City, OK Putnam City H. | | HAWK, Rashad! WR 6-3,180 o Copperas Cove, TX 

Played in only four games as a senior after transferring from Katy (Texas) High. ... Had] | First-team All-District. ... Caught 56 passes for 756 yards and six touchdowns as 
18 tackles and three sacks a senior. ... Played on state championship team. 

‘AMIE, Jacob WR 6-4,224 90° — Tyler, IX Lee HOWARD, Daniel DE 63,240 © El Dorado, KS Butler €C 


Rivals.com’s No. 49 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 46 wide receiver nationally. Played on conference championship team. ... Had 55 tackles, 14 tackles for a loss and 
Class 5A All-State honorable mention. ... Had 22 catches for 416 yards and three touch-| | 42 sacks at Butler. ... Redshirted as freshman. 


downs as a senior. 

KEOWN, Justin OL 64,280 © Anderson, SC Hargrave Military 
BIRD, Bront DB 6-4,201 9°00 Otiessa, TX Permian Enrolled in January. ... Played high school football at Anderson (S.C.) Woodside. 
First-team All-District at wide receiver and strong safety. ... Had 73 tackles, seven tack- 


les for a loss and three interceptions as a senior. ... Had 824 receiving yards and eight) | LaCOUR, Jonathan K 62,199 © Kingwood, 1X Kingswood 

touchdowns. First-team All-District. ... Averaged 40.7 yards per punt. ... Had long field goal of 
54 yards. 

CASTILLO, Omar O 66,319 0° Roswell, NI Goddard sa 

Rivalscom's No. 8 overall prospect in New Mexico... First-team All-State defensive tacke| | LEWIS. Detron WR 60,199 ©©O College Staion, TK Consolidated 
Rivals.com's No. 85 prospect in Texas. ....No. 62 wide receiver nationally... First-team 

CHARBONNET, Taylor ATH 5-9,164 O° The Woodlands, TX 

Class 5A All-State honorable mention. ... Had 28 tackles and four interceptions as a sen-) _| AlFDistrict. ... Caught 39 passes for 776 yards and seven touchdowns as a senior. 

or... Had 58 tackles and two interceptions as a junior... Also standout retum specais.| | LayGKS, Sietan 08 62,18 0° Lie Rock, AR Pulaski Academy 


assed for 13,701 career yards and 147 touchdowns. ... All-time passing leader in 
CRAWFORD, Aaron ©=©-RB5-11,200 000 —Memphis,TN Ridgeway | | © : ya 

Rivals.com’s No. 19 prospect in Tennessee. ... No. 60 running back nationally. ...| | A*kansas history. ... Led team to Ciass 5A state championship. 

IMr, Football in Class 5A, ... Rushed for over 1,600 yards and 17 scores as a senior, NEILL, David DE 65,244 0 Flower Mound, TX Marcus 


DELPECHE, Dominique OL 67,338 oo Fort Worth, TX North Crowley epaye ie S68 steele seers end nationally. ... First-team All-District. ... 
Didn't play football until 2006. ... Standout basketball player. 


Rivals.com’s No. 32 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 24 offensive tackle... Class 3A all ba games. 
state. ... Blocked for team that rushed for more than 3,300 yards. De'Shon 


DB 6-2,205 © Sanfrancisco City College of San Francisco 
EMERT, Blake OL 65275 coo — Garland,IX Sachse | | Rival’s.com’s No. 66 junior college prospect. ... Enrolled in January. ... Had 28 tackles 
Rivals.com’s No. 66 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 44 offensive tackle nationally. ...| | "4 two interceptions as a senior. 


(Class 5A first-team All-State 
‘SHARPE, Brandon DE 64,240 0 


Fresno, CA Fresno CC 


FEHOKO, Sam DE 62,220 ©©© Honolulu, Hl Farrington | | Had 36 tackles and nine sacks as a senior. ... Teams won by an average of 23 points. 
Rivals.com’s No. 3 prospect in Hawaii. ... No. 22 weakside defensive end nationally... 2 
Had 22.5 sacks as a senior. SONIER, Tyrone DE 62, © —— Missouri City, TX Fort Bend Marshall 


Rivals.com's No. 97 prospect in Texas. ... Second-team All-State. ... Had 92 tackles 
FLANNEL, Jared RB 6-0,189 O00 Brazoria, TX © Columbia with 10.5 sacks as a senior. 

Rivals.com’s No. 80 overall prospect in Texas. ... No. 38 running back nationally... 
District MVP as sophomore and junior. ‘SWINDALL, Tramain WR 62,163 ooo ‘Oklahoma City, OK Millwood 
Rivals.com’s No. 5 prospect in Oklahoma. ... No. 54 wide receiver nationally, ... 
FRANKS, Jacoby WR 60,170 ©©© Orange, TX West-Orange Stark | | Second-team All-State. ... Had over 1.000 receiving yards and 11 scores as a senior. 


First-team All-District. ... Had 48 catches for 606 yards as a senior. 

WHITLOCK, Colby DT 63,299 ooo Noble, OK 
GOOCH, Jerrod OL 64,290 oO — Vidor, TX Vidor Rivals.com’s No. 17 prospect in Oklahoma. ... No. 69 defensive tackle nationally. 
Rivals.com No. 50 offensive guard. ... Bench press of 400 pounds, squat of nearly 500] | First-team All-State. ... Had 109 tackles, 24 tackles for a loss, 11 forced fumbles and 
pounds. three sacks asa senior. 
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RED RAIDERS SPRIN 


IG ROSTER ] 


No, Nave Pos. Hr, Wr, Cuass  Howsroww No. Nave Pos, Ht. Wr. Guats: Honrown 

29 _ SAM AROLO DB S11 208 _S0_ Heller 37_FRAVKLINMITCHEN $62 185 rein 

20 DANNY AMENDOLA TR_5-11 17 Sr The Woodlands 75 OFAMOHETAU «OL 63.362 Sr Euless 

§2_ADRAN ARCHIE _OL_6:5 313_Fr_Huntsvile 12 ARON MOORE DB 5-9 186 Fr_Midwest City OF 

ee SIT SLED els 12 _ ERIC MORRIS R_58 17% dr _Shallowater 

25 _ BARI HATH __RB S10 190 SoMa 33 BRENT NICKERSON CB_60 174 So _twing 

22_GRANT BERG P65 198 3x Houston 

©1_MOCHAEL BETTOHAUSENDS 62 270 St Faro st ae Bleek 

AERA LIG SARL T7_CHRIS OLSON __OL_65 298 Fr _Dalla 

27 EWARD BRITTON WR 60 177 So Fao 17 CHRIS PARKER ——_CB_5-10 178 Sr_Dalls 
BUDDY BRUMIT OL _63 304 Fr _Galand 45 TAYLORPOTTS 0B 65 210 Fr_Abilene 

1 MARCUS BUNTON CB _5-8 196 3r_Taylor 98 _JAKERATUF DE 68 250 dr Lawton, OK 

58 LANDON BURGE __OL_6-2_282_So_Leander 18 _TAYLOR READ S61 231 Sr _ODonnell 

61 ISTEN BS 1S SBA Se 85 _LA REED TR_62 201% _Contoe 

Sh Su eS _Ol_ 63 317 So 24 _RVLANREED O66 285 Or_Dalas 

0 BRANDON CARTER OL _ 65 355 So 

10 DANEEL CHARBORET $6.0 195 oe HARNESS _TE_ 65 203 So Longview 

ACT aS 31_PETERICHARDSON (B59 185 So Muskogee, OK 

34 JAMES CONWRIGHT CB _510 176 __Sr_Lubbock fe ENO BILE LAB = S's Hew 

5 MICHAEL CRABTREE WR 62 208 fr Dallas 38 JORDY ROWLAND $60 190 _dr_ Nazareth 

57 BRANDUNCAN 1B _62 228 Fr Baton Rouge, LA 16_‘RYANROWLAND B63 212 Sr Midland 

85 _ SEAN ESTELLE DE_6:2 240 __ Fr_Missouri City 11_DESHON SANDERS DB 6:2 205 Jr_San Francisco, CA 

CORY FOWLER —_—K_58 160 Jr The Woodlands 29 DAMDSCHAERR IR 6a 27S Cho 

2 me ; - 7 x ee 18 _ STEVEN SHEFFIELD 0B 64 185 fr Mugerille 

ft 

ae San ofan 10 CHRISTIAN STERLING WR 6:1. 188 _Fr_Houston 

Seri a a RTT &% CUNTSTOFS DT S.t1 248 ft _Galnewile 

Fis SHOP RAK? OUTRO ean ARES 40 _NATHANSTONE _DB_58 170 fr _Lubbock 

6 GRAMAM HARRELL 0B 6-3 197 or Ennis 70 GARY TAYLOR __OL._65 245 So 

28 STEVINHARRIS —S Fr_Levisile JESS THOMSON DT_62 255 Hutto 

2 _RYANHAYES —_RB_5.6 161 So Lubbock 56 KELUOTLMAN 1B 62 20S Plano 

$1_RAJON HBWLEY_DT_6-3. 258 _$o_Galveston 30__ ALEX TRLICA K_ 511176 St_ Friendswood 

ME ORT naked 65 LOUIS VASQUEZ OL 66 341__Jr_Comsicana 

= 4 26 LASHAIVATION $59 170 So Irving 

2 _ANTHONYHINES——S 

32 _LANDON HOFFER WR 6.0 197 So _Abilene ee eae 

a TanaIS AMMAR OT LSTA SATB 4 TODDWALKER WR 6-1 178 dr _PMlugervle 

52 VICTOR HUNTER L510 260 So 3 JAMAR WALL DB _5-10 194 So _lanview 

26 ADAMIAMES TE 63.222 _‘Fr_Calna 58 CHRIS WALLACE LB 5.10 220 So. Grapevine 

1 ANDREW JOHNSON —OL_64 304 So _Houston| 87__GERRID WARWER _DS_67 216 Sr _Oak Harbor, WA 

90 JONES, Dt_6:2 292 __So_Bverman 16_LOY WHITE S58 192 Sr_ Georgetown 

4 PHILLIP JONES _DE_6-4 242 _So_Lewivle ___g BRANDON WILLIAMS DE_6-3 243 So _Fort Worth 

57_RGHAND JONES _OT_€2 285 _So_Lalargye ___(g7_DATRIC WILLIAMS WR _64 215 Fr_Misou Gty 

2% _SHANEONES WR 5.11194 fr_Kerville 

ee a 39 MARLON WILLIAMS LB 5-11 225 So PMugewille 

AT RTE eT INTs 48 PAULWILLIAMS 1B 641 201 S+_Tyler 

2% _KOBEY LEWIS RBS 173 So Abilene 67 MARL DY 5 3a St ache 

59 TY UNDER 1362 25 Se Austin 2 SHANNON WOODS RB 5-11 190 dx Mekinney 


7 DARCELMCBATH S61 196 Jr Gainesville 


i 
i 
i 
RB 
a 
3 
3 
§ 


Effic Cmp Att 
6 412 61 


B, Batch 


J, Filani 


Name 

J, Filani 
R, John: 
S. Woo 


| 


Sacks: D. B: 
Tackles for loss: K 
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NOTEBOOK ) 


exas Tech’s offensive line allowed only 

16 sacks last year, the fewest total in 
Mike Leach’s seven-year tenure as the head 
coach. But things could be much tougher on 
quarterback Graham Harrell in 2007, as the 
Raiders replace four starters along the line. 

‘An even bigger problem for Tech’s long-term 
offensive line prognosis is a lack of quality 
depth. Tech has missed on many offensive line 
recruits in recent years, For one reason or anoth- 
er, 11 of the 21 offensive linemen the Raiders 
signed between 2003 and 2006 are no longer on 
the roster, 

Tech attempted to address that situation dur- 
‘ing the latest recruiting season, signing seven 
offensive line prospects in February. 

Tech's 2007 signing class featured an unusu- 
ally high number of out-of-state prospects, with 
10 of the 25 signees hailing from outside the 
Lone Star State’s borders. Linebacker 
Sam Fehoko came from Farrington High School. 
in Honolulu. The recruiting experts, however, 
were not impressed with Tech’s haul, Rivals.com 
rated the Raiders’ class 52nd in the country. 

* Chris Todd, who served as Graham Harrell’s 
backup last season, transferred to a junior col- 
lege at mid-term, while Arizona State transfer 
Derek Shaw left the Tech program because of 
family issues. Those moves opened the backup 
quarterback role to redshirt freshman 
Taylor Potts. The 6-5 Potts performed well in the 
spring, earning regular praises from Leach. 

* Texas Tech was the most penalized team in 
the Big 12 last season. The Raiders were penal- 
ized 96 times for 856 yards, an average of 
65.8 yards per game, which was 30 yards more 
per game than the league's least penalized team, 
Towa State, 

* As a true freshman in 2004, Danny 
Amendola returned a punt 90 yards for 
a touchdown against Kansas State and averaged 
a whopping 12.8 yards per punt return. But 
opposing special teams have paid special atten- 
tion to stopping Amendola from busting the big 
play, His average has gone down in each of the 
past two years, dropping to 9.2 yards per return 
last season. 


SE LOUISIANA 
at Texas ASM 
MISSOURI 
at Colorado 


S/=|"lsl= 


Results 


at lowa State 
TEXAS 
_ BAYLOR 
__at Didahoma 
IKLAHOMA STATE 
Insight Bow! 
vs. Minnesota 
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‘PROTO BY STEVE BEYER 


182.4 passing yards per game. Hard-hit- 


ting strong safety Joe Garcia, who con- 
tributed 87 tackles last season, is a physi- 
cal presence who can make tackles any- 
where on the field. 

Free safety Darcel McBath also is 
a proven playmaker, picking off three 
passes last year, while cornerback Chris 
Parker had 50 tackles and six passes bro- 
ken up in °06. The lone newcomer in 
a starting role will be at left corner, where 
sophomore Jamar Wall appears to have 


the inside track on replacing Antonio 
Huffman. 

While the secondary looks solid, the 
front seven is far more suspect. Tech will 
undoubtedly miss sack specialist Keyunta 
Dawson up front, although Jake Ratliff, 
Tyler Yenzer and Brandon Williams are 
solid players on the ends. Sophomore 
nose tackle Rajon Henley performed well 
in the spring, but the tackle positions are 
a key concern. 

Sixth-year senior Kellen Tillman is the 
only full-time returning starter among 
the linebacker corps. Senior Paul 
Williams and senior Chad Hill likely will 
fill the other two starting spots, while 
Blake Collier and Julius Howard provide 
solid depth. It appears to be a solid line- 
backer unit, but not spectacular. 

With the exception of the two safeties, 
the same could be said for the entire Tech 


defense. -only 16 tackles a year earli- | 


| eh wn Garcia (6-2, 215) is 
‘of the most physical: 
backs 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


In terms of clutch performers, the 
Raiders possess an ace in placekicker Alex 
Tilica. 

He booted a career-long 52-yard field 
goal on the final play of regulation to 
send the Insight Bowl into overtime, and 
his 49-yard field goal in overtime against 
UTEP also gave the Raiders a victory. 
Tilica is consistent inside 40 yards (13 of 
He holds the NCAA 
record with 167 consecutive extra points 


16 last season). 


without a miss. 


Bue starred on the 
n, often imitating 
Lee iyaaneay ‘top receiver. .. Was explosive in 
eavaanye game, catching passes. of 43 and 
452 yards, finishing. with three catches ‘for 


Danny Amendola is an exciting return 
specialist, with a career average of better 
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Player 


GRAHAM HARRELL 


Texas Kid Shows 
A Bit of Montana 


Quarterback Graham Harrell and 
his two brothers spent countless 
hours while growing up in small 
Texas towns throwing the football in 
their backyard and dreaming of big 
things. 

Graham, for example, dreamed of 
becoming the next Joe Montana, 
leading his team to improbable 
comebacks with his poise and pocket 
presence. 

Considering how Harrell orches- 
trated the improbable comeback in 
the Insight Bowl, it would be safe to 
say he is living out some childhood 
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fantasies. 

Harrell engineered a 31-point come- 
back against Minnesota last December, 
the largest in bowl history. He capped 
it off by leading the Raiders to an over- 
time touchdown and a 44-41 win over 
Minnesota, earning MVP honors in the 
process. 

The comeback over the Gophers, as 
well as the 4,555 passing yards 
throughout the year, is a source of 
pride for the junior. Not because 
Harrell is particularly enamored by 
numbers, but because he enjoys dis- 
pelling myths. 

Growing up in Texas, Harrell used to 
hear how the Lone Star State couldn't 
produce big-time passing quarterbacks. 
He is now part of the proof that Texans 
can wing it with the best of them. 

“I heard about that growing up,” 
said Harrell, who became Texas’ all- 
time leading prep passer by throwing 
for 12,532 yards at Ennis High School. 

“I always had to laugh when I heard 
that, because most of the colleges in 
the state just weren't really focused on 
throwing the football. That's why there 
weren't a lot of Texans playing quar- 
terback in the pros, which is where 
that whole thing started. 

“But look around the Big 12 now; you 
have a lot of Texas guys putting up big 
numbers throwing the ball. Look at 
Chase Daniel at Missouri, Colt McCoy at 
Texas, etc. There are plenty of Texas 
high school products who can throw it.” 

Harrell struggled midway through 
his sophomore season, tossing a total 
of six interceptions in back-to-back 
losses to Missouri and Colorado. Harrell 
came back to deliver 19 touchdowns 
and just four interceptions in his final 
six games. 

His personal growth was obvious, 
and he expects the improvement to 
continue in his second year as the Tech 
starting quarterback. 

“I did some good things last year, 
and I had my struggles,” Harrell 
said. “But the big thing is that 
I learned a lot. Being in different sit- 
uations gives me a lot of confidence 
heading into this year. Last year was 
just the start.” 


than 10 yards per punt return. The major 
special teams concern is at punter, where 
Alex Reyes left with the school’s best 
career average (43.3). Tech is hoping true 
freshitant Jonathan *TaGour ‘can assume 
Reyes’ duties. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Tech opens with three of its first four 
games on the road, including a key early 
Big 12 game on Sept. 22 at Oklahoma 
State. If the Raiders can survive those 
early road trips unscathed, they have 
a chance to make an early statement in 
the league standings. 

Irs not inconceivable Tech could be 6- 
0 when Texas A&M _ visits Lubbock, 
where the Raiders have not lost to the 
Aggies since 1993. Tech also will have 
a chance to extract some revenge at home 
on Oct. 27 against Colorado. The Buffs 
handed the Raiders a 30-6 loss last year, 
their most embarrassing setback of the 
season. 

Tech's finishing stretch is brutal with 
the Raiders playing at Texas and home 
against Oklahoma to end the season. 

— Rusty Burson 


SCHEDULE 


“Sept. 3 at SMU 
k= oT 
"Sept. 15 at Rice 
Sept. 22 at Oklahoma State 
“Sept. 29 NORTHWESTERN STATE 
“Oct.6 = = TOWA STATE > 
TEXAS A&M 
at Missouri 


- Oct. : COLORADO — 


at Baylor 


at Texas 
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FORCE FALCO 
AT A GLANCE 
4-8 overall, 3-5 MWC (7th) 


Troy Cathoun — At Ait Force and 
overall: 1st year 


RETURNING STARTERS 
40; 4 offense, 6 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
" QB'Shaun Camey, WR Chad Hall, 
LB Drew Fowler, LB John Rabold, 
FS Bobby Giannini 3 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The offense will carry the element of 
surprise with Calhoun providing a major _ 
update to the attack. The Falcons draw 
| some MWC opponents early in the 
"so there won't be much film to study. 
"Solid experience on defense, except 
| the line. Calhoun has experience in the 
NEL (most recently Houston Texans 
offensive coordinator) and an Air Force 

background, areas : 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
- It will be a learning year for players and — 
‘coaches. No one will have to adjust more _ 
than fourth-year starting ees ‘ 


OT Robert Kraay, PK Zach Sasser, 
DE Gilberto Perez, CB Chris Suttor 


etotnn cee cemieeane area tiees 


to see how Shaun Camey adjusts to and 
"develops in the new offense. A new staff — 

| generally brings new energy to a program, 
and while the Falcons: could su 


ALB EO REE 


Offense Has a New Way of Flying Under Calhoun 


OFFENSE 

The triple option and Fisher DeBerry 
were synonymous with Air Force football 
for nearly a quarter of a century. The 
Falcons finished out of the national 
Top 10 in rushing once during the span. 

But with fading fortunes in recent sea- 
sons, DeBerry retired and in came Troy 
Calhoun, who returned to his alma 
mater. Ten of 12 members of his staff had 
prior stops at AFA as either a player or 
assistant coach ... but this won't be the 
same old Air Force team. 

Calhoun came at a good time, inherit- 
ing the most experienced quarterback in 
the Mountain West. Senior Shaun 
Carney, who earned his first starting role 
asa freshman, is eager to expand his hori- 
zons in his final season. 

With 5,824 total career offensive yards, 
Carney trails only AFA quarterback icons 
Dee Dowis and Beau Morgan on the 
Academy's all-time list. He needs a litle 
over 800 yards to move into first place. 

Calhoun has thrown every alignment 
at the Falcons. In the spring game, AFA 
variously lined up in shotgun, [-forma- 
tion, spread looks and some one-back. 

“He's picked it up rather smoothly,” 
Calhoun said of Carney. “We'll still run 
the football, but we'll complement it with 
a little more efficient ways to throw.” 

Gone are the halfback positions. 
A tailback is now listed along with two 
wide receivers. 

Chad Hall, the fourth-leading rusher 
in the MWC last season, moves to a slot 
position to take advantage of his receiving 
skills. The player who helped himself the 
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most in the spring was senior Jim Ollis, 
a part-time backup QB who looked good 
at the new tailback position. 

Sophomore wide receiver Sean 
Quintana emerged in the spring, and there 
are three tight ends who will draw looks. 
Last year’s tight end leader, senior Travis 


Dekker, had just four catches for 40 yards. 


DEFENSE 

There will be no seismic changes in 
defensive philosophy. A good place to 
start is with senior linebacker Drew 
Fowler, who led the MWC in tackles 
with a 10.2 average. He missed spring 
with a broken bone in his hand. 

The old “Falcon back” — or fifth 
defensive back — reverts to an outside 
linebacker spot. The veteran linebacking 
corps also returns John Rabold, the team’s 
second leading tackler. 

Senior free safety Bobby Giannini is 
the other returning standout on defense, 
Sophomore strong safety Chris Thomas 
made a quick impression during spring. 

Only one defensive lineman returns in 
eadllake Paahvor: 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Air Force must replace a kicker, punter 
and holder. Junior Ryan Harrison was in 
line for both kicking jobs last season 
before he was placed on an Academy sus- 
pension for the year. He looked promis- 
ing in the spring. The Falcons have 
placed a priority through the years on 
blocked kicks. They blocked five PATs 
and two punts last season. 
— Natalie Meisler 
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Recent History Says Perfection is Key to MWC Glory 


ee Mountain West Conference is 
a study in moving targets. 

Every year, league coaches predict no 
team will get through the MWC 
unscathed. For the past three years, one 
team keeps defying those predictions ... 
Utah, TCU and BYU have rolled up 
consecutive perfect league marks. 

And then the defending champ falls 
victim to the target. 

It's BYU's tum in 2007, and the 
Cougars no longer have star quarterback 
John Beck to return the arrows. 

“In anticipation back in January, 
we went into the offseason introducing 
the theme of raising the bar,” said 
Cougars third-year coach Bronco 
Mendenhall, who has restored the pro- 
gram to the level enjoyed under stadium 
namesake LaVell Edwards. 

“We know it's going to take more in 
terms of effort, dedication, execution 
and position mastery. We anticipate 
being the target and we've taken the 


Tight measures, I believe.” 

Count on the Cougars being in the 
MWC race ... just don’t forget about 2005 
champ TCU with its intimidating 
defense, or Utah with a healthy Brian 
Johnson, who handled mop-up for the 
Utes’ unbeaten 2004 outfit. 

“Everyone is trying to catch TCU and 
BYU, with Utah and Wyoming hot on their 
heels,” said Wyoming coach Joe Glenn. 

Air Force's Troy Calhoun, the lone MWC 
coaching newcomer, studied enough film 
in his prior NFL life to know “TCU and 
BYU are the standouts.” 

After that, much depends on the 
MWC’s All-ACL team — Utah's Johnson 
and Colorado State's Kyle Bell. 

Johnson was No. 4 nationally in total 
offense at 337 yards a game in 2005 when 
he tore his ACL late in the season. Ute 
coach Kyle Whittingham reported him 
looking better than ever with 18 months 
to rehab from surgery. Colorado State was 
so fragile without Bell that the Rams 


plunged to seven straight losses and any 
number of marks for offensive futility. 

BYU, TCU and Utah have the resources, 
coaching and recent tradition. But every 
one knows San Diego State and UNLV 
can't stay down permanently, and New 
Mexico is always dangerous and has one 
of the league's brightest young quarter- 
back prospects in Donovan Porterie. 

Air Force represents the unknown 
under Calhoun and Colorado State could 
be one franchise running back away 
from its glory days. 

Just be sure to catch the league early 
in its non-conference games. In the first 
few weeks, league teams tackles Virginia, 
Arizona (twice), UCLA (twice), Colorado, 
Texas, Cal and Boise State, among others. 

Results of those games will lift at least 
one team into the Top 25 and, perhaps, 
set a course for the league champi- 
onship. Then that team can happily 
wear the target next year. 

— Natalie Meisler 


“ ountain West Picks 


BAD NEWS 


Thursday games, which can hurt continuity, 


“and a new QB will face some challenges, 


‘surgery and has a deep receiving corps. AB position has struggled for a few years, 


‘must rebuild in a hurry. 
‘Some holes to fill on O-line; must replace 


_ become most exciting QB at UNM in years. key player Quincy Black on defense. 


GOOD NEWS 
eeu ranked defense in the country. 
2. BYU 

RB Ful Vakapuna will be good, 
3, Utah 
4, Wyoming 

-_alwinner; a deep receiving corps. 
5. New Mexico ‘Sophomore Donovan Porterie could 
6. Colorado St. 

outstanding senior leadership. 
7. Air Force 


RB Kyle Bell is back from ACL surgery; This one-time MWC power has eroded; 


offensive line needs significant improvement. 


OUR CALL 


(Nine starters return from the No. 2 QB battle not over, TCU draws some key RB Aaron Brown can carry the offense; there's.) 


enough talent on D for a Top 26 stay, 


(© Veteran O-line; WR Austin Collie returns; John Beck can't be easily replaced, BYU is back. The Cougars will wear the target) 


‘this year, but can count on another bowl trip. 


(© 0B Brian Johnson returns from ACL DB Eric Weddle did it all, and will be missed. Utah, as usual, will steadily improve; once again, 


‘no worse than second place rides on finale vs. BYU. 


© OB Karsten Sween has the makings of Defense needs to fillsome holes and O-line A win against Virginia in home opener could») 
confidence : 


vault Cowboys into a 
“Traditionally regarded as a defensive Unity Lobos 
have all the tools on offense to explode. 

A healthy Bell and a veteran defense tried to give. 
Sonny Lubick one last hurrah. 


Spree. 


(Sian Camey i MWS ros expenenced OB.” Will fake a while fo adjust as triple option “Toy Calhoun’ the ideal leader for thejob. >) 


"LB Drew Fowler is leagues leading tackler. ‘offense no longer defines AFA. 


{t's just going to take awhile. 


8. San Diego St. two experienced OBs and, Only four starters return on defense; Chuck Long has had a year to get his program =») 


Heth eee positions. 
Rebs have standout group of receivers. 


3, UNLV 
LB Beau Bell will be a force. 
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QB instability has been a problem for years. (going and progress is expected. od 
jRocky ‘good early, but strug- UNLV often looks good on paper, but untilthe Rebels 
gled with knee problems after surgery. prove otherwise, they remain the pick for last. 
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Lindy’s 2007 | pease 
irginia at Wyoming 
ALL-MUWC Team Sept.1 Arizona at BYU Champion 


Wn sent.1 Colorado vs. Colorado State (Denver) LEM seca cai aoa 
OFFENSE - First Team >[B Sent.s TCU at Texas ee 
0 inset 7 
eritie dean an wre Wah iy Sept. 8 Cal at Colorado State Poinsettia Bowl vs. Navy or at-large 
Rodney Ferguson Jr. New Mexico 5 Sept. 8 BYU at UCLA Mwox3 
Kyle Bell Jr. Colorado St. y Sept. 15 UCLA at Utah ‘Armed Forces Bowl vs, Pac-10.#6 
Ae Wolfe So. UNLV t Sept. 15 Wyoming at Boise State 
ravis Brown Sr. New Mexico R Se MWe #4 
pt.15, New Mexico at Arizona 
Wade Betschart Sr. jomi i i 
aL See Oct. 5 Utah at Louisville SE een Eo ee 
Ray Feinga de BYU Oct. 13 TCU at Stanford 
Brandyn Dombrowski Sr. San Diego St. Oct. 18 Utah at TCU 
Jason Boone Sr. Utah 
Nov. 8 TCU at BYU 
Devin Clark Sr. New Mexico 
‘Aaron Brown “ine TCU Nov. 10 Air Force at Notre Dame 
Louie Sakoda Jr. Utah Nov. 24 Utah at BYU 
Tommy Blake Sr. TCU 
Chase Ortiz Sr. TCU 
Martail Burnett Sr Utah, 
Jesse Nading Sr. Colorado St. @ 1, Tommy Blake Tou Preseason All-American at least a second rounder, 
Drew Fowler Sr. Air Force > Im 2 Ray Feinga BYU He's 6-5, 22... andthe BYU O-line factory continues 
eae nad a Wyo i y 3. Travis Brown New Mexico Needs weight, but at 6-3, 189, he has the hands. 
DeAndre Wright Jr New Mexico nN 4, Jesse Nading Colorado State Rams best defensive end since Joey Porter, 
Quinn Gooch Sr. BYU ¥, 5, Beau Bell Se UNW Needs one healthy season to continue to impress NFL. 
Geena eee SF «cso TOU nes quack om ter 
Jimmie Kaylor Sr,_-Colorado St. OR 7. ses Pils Tou Height (6-1) only ques 
Qo 8, Ful Vakapuna BYU 6-1, 234-pounder is ideal short. 
x Q 9. Kory Spey Colorado State H-back (6-6, 260) must improve blocking, 
Karsten Sween So. Wyoming i 
Fui Vakapuna Jr BYU 10. Devin Moore Wyoming, locked at 4.31 but needs to overcome fumbleitis, 
Chad Hall Sr. Air Force 
Marcus Smith Sr. New Mexico 
Casey Flair Jr. UNLV 
Kory Sperry Sr. Colorado St. ave 
Joe Hawle\ So. UNLV M Offensive nsive Newcomer 
a Hela a FRacees Valuable Player of the Player of the of the 
Travis Bright Wn BYU Paver tenn iar ean 
Matty Lindner Sr TCU Brian Johnson, Aaron Brown, Tommy Blake, Matt Asiata, 
Dallas Reynolds Jr. BYU QB, Utah RB, TCU DE, TCU RB, Utah 
Brent Casteel Jr Utah 
Sergio Aguayo Sr. UNLV 
Most Accurate Passer Brian Johnson Utah 
Tyler Donaldson St. New Mexico Strongest Arm Karsten Sween Wyoming 
Blake Smith Sr. Colorado St. [Best Scrambler Shaun Carney Air Force 
Nek Oster sf Sau nets Rf Coolest in te clutch Donovan Porterie New Mexico 
Tes anni ease eh fp Toughest to Bring Down Kyle Bell Colorado State 
Beau Bell Sr. UNLV t Best Hands avis Brown New Mexico 
Russell Allen Jr. San Diego St. Q Most Dangerous Deep Threat Ryan Wolf UNLV. 
Bobby Giannini Jr Ar Force. 21) Best Pass Blocker Devin Clark New Mexico 
Klint Kubiak Jr Colorado St. g Best Run Blocker Ray Feinga BYU 
Glover Quin wt New Mexico Best Pass Rusher Tommy Blake TCU 


Mike Pagnotta dr. Colorado St. 
Louie Sakoda ts Utah 


Best Cover Corner DeAndre Wright New Mexico. 
Special Teams Demon Joey Rucks Colorado State 
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AT A GLANCE 


41-2 overall, 8-0 MWC (1st) 


Bronco Mendenhall. — At BYU and 
overall: 17-8, 2 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
12; 5 offense, 7 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Max Hall, FB Fui Vakapuna, 

WR Austin Collie, LB Bryan Kehl, 
LB Kelly Poppinga, LB David Nixon, 
S Quinn Gooch 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


"The winning tradition has returned after 
BYU steamrolled the Mountain West in 
2006. The defense and running game 
could carry the Cougars while the offense 
rebuilds around a new quarterback, 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


BYU is always one interception away 
from a quarterback controversy, and 
‘some patience will be required as Max 
Hall, perhaps rusty, gains experience. 

‘A tough opening schedule — Arizona 
at home, at UCLA and Tulsa — could set 
a negative tone for the season. 


| OB’John Beck, RB Curtis Brown, 
OT Jake Kuresa, TE Jonny Harline, 
LB Cameron Jensen 


‘The Cougars wear the conference target 
this year, and don’t look for them to go 
unbeaten again. But the program is back 
‘on solid footing, and a third straight bowl 
trip is likely, given the solid defense and 
deep receiving corps to help along the 
new quarterback. 


No Time for Complacency; BYU Wants to ‘Raise the Bar’ 


O" time is not nearly enough. 

BYU's third-year coach Bronco 
Mendenhall won't let the Cougars rest on 
their Mountain West Conference cham- 
pionship laurels the way his predecessor 
Gary Crowton did after 2001. 

This is BYU, where annual success is 
demanded internally and externally, and 
no one in Provo wants to hear excuses 
about losing five first-team All- MWC 
players to graduation, Not even when one 
of them is starting quarterback John 
Beck, a second-round NFL Draft pick. 

“The issue is reloading, not rebuilding, 
We have very good young players waiting 
in the wings,” said Mendenhall. 

Irs why Mendenhall welcomed the 
team back in January with the theme of 
“raising the bar.” The Cougars take 
a 10-game winning streak into. the 
2007 season following a No. 15 finish in 
the polls. 

“There have been many that have 
claimed that BYU football is back, and our 
program has returned,” Mendenhall said. 

“We're just beginning. Our current 
program, in relation to what it once was, 
will be viewed as being similar once con- 
sistency is established.” 


OFFENSE 


For a return to BYU's glory days, there 
has to be a quarterback battle. That’ 
what there was in the spring as the 
Cougats tried to replace Mountain West 
Offensive Player of the Year John Beck. 
Mendenhall, wanting to make a deci- 
sion in the spring, had hinted in favor of 


Arizona State transfer Max Hall. It was 
a much easier decision when junior col- 
lege transfer Cade Cooper suffered 
a severe foot ligament injury in the spring 
game. Cooper will redshirt in 2007. 

Mendenhall had called Hall the “more 
emotional ... more explosive” of the two 
quarterbacks, but the biggest question 
mark hovering over Hall is the fact he 
hasn't taken a live snap in three years — 
between Arizona State, a brief church mis- 
sion and a redshire transfer year at BYU. 

The surprise of the spring game was 
third-teamer Brenden Gaskins, a walk-on 
transfer from Glendale Community 
College (Ariz.) who originally signed 
with Nevada. 

He entered the scrimmage with very 
little work, but completed 19 of 22 pass- 
es for 174 yards and a touchdown. 

‘Two-time all-conference running back 
Curtis Brown is gone with his 77.7-yard 
per game average. He was also Beck's 
favorite target with 4.6 catches per game. 
Fui Vakapuna moves into Brown's role, 
and Mendenhall expects him to do many 
of the same things. 

After Brown, the top two receivers 
were senior tight end Jonny Harline and 
freshman wide receiver McKay Jacobson. 
The former will try to play on Sundays 
this fall. The latter is on a church mission. 

Returning from a mission, however, 
is receiver Austin Collie, the 2004 MWC 
Freshman of the Year. His catching abili- 
ties never left. He needs to get his legs 
back this summer after two years away 
from conditioning. 
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BYU has extensive depth to take over 
for Harline. Although the Cougars will 
miss Jake Kuresa and offensive line coach 
Jeff Grimes (who left for Colorado), four 
of last year’s starters return for what 
should be a vintage offensive line. 


DEFENSE 


BYU's most-improved area in 2006 
was defense, which cut its points allowed 
in half, Much of the su 
a 3-4 instead of the 3- 


‘ess was traced to 

5 Mendenhall 
originally brought with him from New 
Mexico for his initial stint as BYU's 
defensive coordinator. 


The hub of that defense — first-team 
All-MWC linebacker Cameron Jensen — 
has moved on, 


Seniors Bryan Kehl and Kelly 


Scouting Report: Offense 


Max Hall 


‘2006 stats: 141.8 ypg rushing (3rd in MWWC/Srd NCAA), 328.5 passing (1s 4th), 466.5 total offense (1st/4th), 26.8 ppg (1s Sth) 


What to expect? Hasn't played in three years. 


Brenden Gaskins, So. 


RB Fui Vakapuna Jt. Aversatile, yet powerful player, Manase Tonga, Jr. 
WR _ Michael Reed” J Veteran wide receiver had 25 catches, 339 yards in 2006. Bryce Mahuika, Jr. 
WR Bryce Mahuika Jr. Three of five catches last year came vs. Utah. Reed White, Jr. 
WR _ Austin Collie So. _A2004 Freshman All-American; coming off mission. Matt Allen, St. 

TE Andrew George ‘So. There is ample depth at this position. Vie So’oto, So. 
U__Dallas Reynolds" Jr Father, Lance, is the associate head coach, Rud, Willing, So. 
LG Ray Feinga* Jt, _ Inside force at 6-5, 322; an honors candidate. Walter Kahaiall', Fr. 
C Sete Aulai* Sr. One of the top centers in Mountain West. Ru. Willing, So, 
RG Travis Bright” Jt. Was.a standout in his first year of action. Rick Wolfley, Fr. 

RT David Oswald Jt. Key newcomer to starting lineup. Jason Speredon, Fr. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 114.1 ypg rushing (4th in MWC/3tTst NCAA), 205.1 passing (StW/GSth), 319.2 total defense (3rd/B8th), 14.7 ppg (2nd10th) 


POS STARTER COMMENT 


Bi REY OEPTH 


Jan Dulan 


‘Was a starter before breaking his leg. 


Brett Denney, So, 


NT Russell Tialavea* So, 


Key contributor becomes full-time starter, 


Mosese Foketi, Jf 


DE Jan Jorgensen* So. 


Freshman All-American had five sacks. 


Kyle Luekenga, Jr. 


LB Bryan Kehi* Sr. Top returning tackler for Cougars (70). Grant Nelson, So. 

LB Kelly Poppinga ‘Sr. Moves from outside to fill key void, Terrance Hooks, So. 
LB Shawn Doman So. __ His cousin is BYU QBs coach, Brandon Doman, Markell Staffieri, Sr. 
(B _David Nixon* Jr. Led Cougars with 10.5 tackles for losses, Chris Bolden, Sr. 

CB Ben Criddle* Sr. Was a major surprise in 2006. Andre Saulsberry, Sr. 


CB Kayle Buchanan Sr. 


‘Steps into bigger role this season. 


Brandon Howard, So. 


SS__ Dustin Gabriel* Sr. 


Returned interception for touchdown. 


Corby Hodgkiss, Sr. 


FS Quinn Gooch* Sr. 
“Returning starter 


Poppinga take over the linebacker leader- 
ship. It’s a veteran defense, with seven 
returning starters, although the three- 
man front includes all sophomores. 
Defensive end Jan Jorgensen is coming 
off Freshman All-American honors. 

“Linebacker is still our strength,” 
Mendenhall said. “It is still the most ath- 
letic position and still the deepest posi- 
tion on the defense.” 

Poppinga, whose older brother Brady 
is a former Cougar now with the Green 
Bay Packers, moves inside for 2007. 
David Nixon, who broke up five passes 
and caused two fumbles last season, 
returns on the outside. 

Quinn Gooch and Dustin Gabriel 
return at the safety positions. Mendenhall 
calls cornerback the biggest question on 
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Eamed second-team All-MWC honors last year, 


David Tafuna, Sr. 


defense, although there is ample experience, 

“The defense has a great chance to be 
the more experienced part of the team 
this year,” Mendenhall said. “With only 
one year in the system, we expect to take 
a substantial jump again in Year Two.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


BYU will once again turn to one man 
to handle both kicking and punting, and 
that man is redshirt freshman Mitch 
Payne. Payne is the younger brother of 
former BYU kicker Matt Payne. 

The Cougars ranked second in the 
Mountain West in punt returns with 
Nathan Meikle handling the job, but an 
ample replacement is needed to keep BYU 
near the top of the conference leaders. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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Sonny Lubick — At CSU: 105-65, 
14 years; overall: 126-84, 18 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: i 
19; 8 offense, 9 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Kyle Bell, H-Back Kory Sperry, 
WR Johnny Walker, WR Damon Morton, 
_ DE Jesse Nading, DT Blake Smith, 

‘s Klint Kubiak { { 


tit 
PRIMARY STRENG THS 


A senior- dominated lineup looks to, tied 
"the Rams’ winning tradition, The defense 
is experienced, and the line could be 
"dominating. The running game looks for 
_avrecovery behind the return of Kyle Bell 


POTEN TIAL PROBLEMS 


The Rams ended 2006 with a seven-game 
freefall ‘and must exert a rushing presence 
to even think about winning a game. The 
placekicking needs to improve. The open- 
ing schedule is difficult: Colorado in 
pape Cal, at Houston, at TCU. ; 


| 


WR Dustin Osborn, LB Luke Adkins, 
| Of Glint Oldenburg, OT dosh Day 


Colorado State has eroded over the past. 
_ three seasons while TCU, Utah and BYU 
have become premier programs in the 
Mountain West. A strong senior class 

might represent the best: hope for one’ 
Mast ‘hurrah for Sonny Lubick, but the 
Rams still appear to be a tick below the 
sacl at 


Veteran Team Tries to 


en Fisher DeBerry stepped 

W down after 23 seasons at the Air 
Force Academy, Sonny Lubick assumed 
the mantle as dean of Mountain West 
coaches, 

Lubick turned 70 in March. The field 
at Hughes Stadium already bears his 
name. He has six league championship 
rings stretching back to the Western 
Athletic Conference days in the 1990s. 

Colorado State was the pre-eminent 
program in the MWC 


rly years, tak- 
ing three of the first four titles through 
2002. 

Since then, the rise of Utah, initiated 
by Lubick protégé Urban Meyer, the 
addition of TCU to the Mountain West 
and BYU's resurgence contributed to 
sinking the Rams to a 13-18 league mark 
since 2002. 

Last season, Colorado State plunged 
into a seven-game tailspin after a 4-1 
start that was buoyed by wins over 
Colorado and Fresno State — two teams, 
it turned out, that were en route to their 


worst seasons in decades. 


So there 


ill plenty left for Lubick 
to prove as he enters his 15th season with 
the Rams. 

“Coming off a year like last year, real- 
Lubick said. 
tough enough in three games (we could 


ity sets in,” “We weren't 
have won).” 

CSU originally set the bar for the 
league. Now it’s time for the Rams to 
re-raise it for themselves. 

“You sure believe you can do it,” 
Lubick said. 


Reclaim Rams’ Past 
OFFENSE 


‘The return of running back Kyle Bell 
adds to any optimism that Colorado 
State can get things turned around. 

He tore his ACL in fall camp last 
August, dooming the rushing attack. 
He was limited to non-contact work in 
the spring, when the running game was 


emphasized with a cast of back-ups. 
Bell, who had a “clean” ACL tear with 


no other ligament or cartilage damage, 


is expected to be ready for the season. 

That's good news because if you toss 
out the rushing yardage in last season's 
inst AA Weber Sta 


Rams managed only 769 yards on the 


Opener aga , the 


ground in the next 11 games. As it was, 
they ranked 113th nationally in rushing. 
Quarterback Caleb Hanie frequently 


ains between the 20s with 


moved the cl 
2,482 total yards, but the Rams were held 
without a touchdown three times in 
league play. 

Hanie, a senior, lost only one member 
of a five-man rotation of wideouts, which 
includes brothers Damon Morton and 
Dion Morton. For a big target, Hanie has 
senior Kory Sperry, who has an NEL-sized 


6-6, 260-pound frame. Sperry is looking 


to bounce back from an inconsistent year. 
But it might not matcer if Hanie had 
five Calvin Johnsons. Colorado State's 
offense has traditionally been most suc- 
cessful with a bruising running back in 
Bell’s mold. But even Bell might have 
been hard pressed to exceed 1,000 yards 
last season, given an inexperienced and 
often-injured offensive line. 
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This season, there is only one member 


of the line with more than a year’s experi- 
ence — senior center Nick Allotta. 


DEFENSE 

With nine returning starters on defense, 
and six projected senior starters, the Rams 
look to improve on last year’s outfit that 
knocked nearly 100 yards per game off the 
total yardage yielded the previous season. 

The defensive line, led by three-year 
starting end Jesse Nading, could be as 
strong as any in the league. Seniors Blake 
Smith and Erik Sandie rotate inside with 
junior Mate Rupp, Junior Wade Landers 
and senior Bob Vomhof share the other 
end position. 

‘There was solid competition for the 
only two open jobs — both at linebacker. 


outing Report: Offense 


Pushing (Sth in MVVC/113th NC 


218.1 passing (tiv42nd), 24.6 total offense (8t 


‘Was fourth in MWC total offense (2068 yards per game). Billy Farris, J 
RB Kyle Bell Sr. Rushed for 1,288 yards in’05;is coming off ACL surgery. _ Michael Myers, Jr. 
WR Luke Roberts” St.___Aproven target with size (6-2, 206). George Hill, St. 
WR Damon Morton* Sr. With 15.0 ype, a bigger big-play threat than Roberts. Johnny Walker, Sr. 
HB Kory Sperry” Sr.__ Needs big year for NFL scouts. Kevin McPeek, Jt. 
TE Chris Kawulok” Jt. No receptions last year because of shoulder injury. Adam Seymore, Fr. 
LT Cole Pemberton So. Key spot fora first-time starter. Marvin Arnold, Sr, 
LG Scott Benedict” So. __ Former walk-on started six games last season. Shelley Smith, So. 
C__ Nick Allotta* Sr.__Has made 19 starts at either center or guard. Tim Walter, So. 
RG Guy Miller Fr. Made an impact in spring; must win job in fall. ‘Adrian Martinez, So." 
RT Brian Lepak Fr. This 4.0 GPA student won starting job in spring. Dane Stratton, Jr, 


“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2008 51 


49.1 ypg rushing (7th in MIVC/BOth NCAA), 181.2 passing (4th’26th), 330.3 total defense (Sth/S3rd), 21.9 ppg (Gth/S2nd) 


Jesse Nading* t. __Third-year starter can be dominating. Tommie Hill, Jr. 
NT _ Blake Smith* Sr.__Leads defense with 31 career starts. Matt Rupp, Jr. 
OT Erik Sandie* Sr. Rams need his spirited interior force. James Morehead, So, 
DE Bob Vomhof Sr. These two players are pretty much interchangeable. ‘Wade Landers, Jr.* 
LB John Clark Jr. Junior college transfer will share time. Jake Pottorif, So. 
LB Jeff Horinek* Jt. The anchor of the linebacking corps. Nathan Pauly, Sr. 
LB Ricky Brewer Fr. Emerged asa starter in spring camp. Sedric Patterson, So. 
CB Darryl Williams* Sr. __Led CSU with three interceptions last season. DeAngelo Wilkinson, Fr. 
CB Joey Rucks* ‘Sr. Ahard hitter and special teams standout. Jermaine Walters, Sr. 
SS Mike Pagnotta* Jr. Made honorable mention all-league despite injuries. ‘Mike Pagnotta, Jr. 
FS Klint Kubiak” Je. Son of Houston Texans coach had 90 tackles in’06. Jake Galusha, Jr. 
*Retuming starter 


Junior college transfer John Clark was 
competing with part-time returning starter 
Jake Pottorff on one side, and redshirt 
freshman Ricky Brewer was challenging 
special teams standout Sedric Patterson on 
the other. 

The secondary returns two deep. 
Redshirt freshman DeAngelo Wilkinson is 
vying for playing time at cornerback, and 
redshirt freshman Michael Johnson is try- 
ing to break into the safety rotation. 

While this will be the most physical 
defense in Fort Collins in years, Colorado 
State has struggled the last few seasons at 
forcing turnovers. The Rams had only 
seven interceptions and five fumble recov- 
eries last season, which contributed to the 
team’s minus-7 turnover ratio for the sea- 
son. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


This area was a traditional Colorado 
State strength until a few years ago. 

The one constant has been punter 
Jimmie Kaylor, who averaged 43.7 yards 
last season, but had two blocked. He is a 
legitimate candidate for the Ray Guy 
Award. 

The kicking game was spotty with Jason 
Smith going through a slump, leaving him 
eight of 15 for the season. Yet, Lubick 
resisted signing a kicker in the offseason. 

Given the depth and talent in the receiv- 
ing and secondary units, there’s no lack of 
candidates for return duties, Senior wide 
receiver Damon Morton likely will be the 
primary punt and kickoff returner again. 


— Natalie Meisler 
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TCU HORNED FROGS T, 
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CU HORNED 


FROGS TCU HORNED FROGS 


AT A GLANCE 


11-2 overall, 6-2 MWC (2nd), 


Gary Patterson: At TCU and overall: 
54-20, 6 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
15; 5 offense, 9 defense, 


PLAYERS TO WATCH Se 


TB Aaron Brown, LB Jason Phillips, 
DE Chase Ortiz, DE Tommy Blake, 

§ Brian Bonner, WR Donald Massey, 
K Chris Manfredini 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
‘TCU is well-coached, talented and will be 


er 


It will be one of the nation’s best. 
TB Aaron Brown can keep the offense 
rolling through a quarterback change. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Of couise, a quarterback change is often 
a bit dicey, and nothing was resolved in 
the spring. The schedule begins at home 
against Baylor, then comes a trip to Texas 
and then a trip to Air Force, and its new 
offense, just five days later. It could all 
be tricky. 


QB Jeff Ballard, TB Lonta Hobbs, 
S$ Marvin White, WR Quentilly Harmon, 
WR Michael DePriest 


The Horned Frogs are the favorite to win 
the Mountain West and could get elevated 
to the national discussion because of an 
early game at Texas. Eyen just a good 
showing might be important to how the 
pollsters see the Frogs, 


playing a mean brand of defense — again. 


Encore Performance Could Be Something Special 


xcept for two conference hiccups — 
ES Mountain West Conference 
champion BYU and Utah in consecutive 
weeks — TCU was unstoppable in 2006. 

The Frogs’ average margin of victory 
was nearly 17 points, and they scored 
30 points or more six times, including in 
each of their final four contests. 

The Horned Frogs lost star quarter- 
back Jeff Ballard and he must be replaced 
along with two offensive linemen. But 
there is no shortage of candidates. 

Defensively, the Frogs again should be 
one of the toughest units in the nation 
with nine starters returning. Star ends 
Tommy Blake and Chase Ortiz head up 
the list of returnees. 

Head coach Gary Patterson upgraded 
TCU’s non-league slate with an early trip 
to Texas and, to a much-lesser extent, 
a midseason venture to Stanford. 

The Frogs will be trying to reach 
11 wins for the fourth time in five sea- 
sons; that might be the least of their 
goals. TCU looks like it will knock on the 
BCS door again this year. With Patterson 
on board and a recent upgrade in facili- 
ties, the Frogs will get there someday. 


OFFENSE 


The Jeff Ballard era at quarterback is 


over and last year's backup, Marcus 


Jackson, isn't ready to step into his shoes 
just yet. 

Jackson presumably was going to move 
up the depth chart and win the job in the 
spring, giving at least a little bit of conti- 


nuity to the position. Last year, Jackson 


rallied the Horned Frogs to 2 17-7 
season-opening win over Baylor after 
Ballard was injured, 

He went 11 of 14 with 148 yards and 
two scores in that game, earning MWC 
Player of the Week honors. 

But he couldn't separate from redshirt 
freshman Andy Dalton in the spring, and 
Patterson is keeping the competition 
open for fall camp. 

When the season starts, the Horned 
Frogs can lean on Aaron Brown, who 
rushed for 801 yards last season and 
caught 34 passes for 455 yards. Not many 
outside of Fort Worth or the Mountain 
West Conference might know him, but 
he's one of the most versatile and talented 
runners in the nation. 

Three starters return on the line, 
including second-team all-conference 
guard Matty Lindner. Center Blake 
Schlueter is another holdover. He earned 
honorable mention all-conference honors 
as a sophomore in his first season as 
a starter. 

‘A new face in the starting lineup is 
Marshall Newhouse at right tackle, the 
only true freshman to play for TCU on 
offense last season. 

Once again, the receiving corps will be 
solid. Donald Massey, last year’s No. 3 
receiver, made 26 receptions. Shea Reagan 
steps in at tight end after making 
14 catches, all for first downs. 


DEFENSE 
‘Tommy Blake and Chase Ortiz make 
up one of the top defensive end 
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combinations in the country, 

Blake earned first-team AllLMWC 
honors for the second straight season and 
capped off the year by earning Defensive 
MVP honors in the Poinsettia Bowl, 
when he was matched against eventual 
fourth-round pick 
Northern Illinois, Blake had two. sacks 


Doug Free 


and another tackle for loss in that 
matchup. 

Ortiz. joined Blake on the All-MWC 
team for the second straight season after 
leading the league in sacks (seven) and 
tackles for a loss (16.5). James Vess 
returns at tackle after starting the final 
cight games of 2006. He finished with 
8.5 tackles for a loss. 

More good news is that the entire line- 


of 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2006; 184.6 rushing ypg (2nd MIVC/Sth NCAA), 218.8 passing ypg(6th/48th), 408.5 yp total offense (2nd/'7th, 28.2 ppg (2ndF-26th) 


QB Marcus Jackson So. _ Someone has two big shoes to fill in replacing Ballard. Andy Dalton, Fr. 

TB Aaron Brown” Jt, Should become more nationally known this season. __ Joseph Turner, So, 
FB William Jackson _Sr.__Will help clear big holes for Brown, Chris Smith, So. 
WR Donald Massey* Jr. Tied school record with three TDs vs. San Diego State. Marcus Brock, Sr. 
WR Walter Bryant Jt. Big target had 10 catches in 2006 for Frogs. Derek Moore, Sr. 

TE Shea Reagan dr. All 14 catches last year were for first downs. Quinton Cunigan, Sr. 


LT Wade Sisk* Sr. 


Started 13 games at right tackle last year, 


Nic Richmond, So. 


Matty Lindner* Sr. Allowed just one sack in 2006. 


Preston Phillips, Jr. 


C Blake Schlueter Jr. 


Really came on in second half of last season. 


‘Tony Savino, Sr. 


RG Heath Raetz Jr. Returns after missing all of 2006 due to injury, Giles Montgomery, Jr, 
RT Marshall Newhouse So, Only true freshman on offense for Frogs in '06. Marcus Cannon, Fr. 
“Returning starter 


Chase Ortiz Led MWC in sacks a year ago. ‘Matt Pantfil, Jr. 
OT James Vess* Jt. Fort Worth native started last eight games of ‘06. Wayne Daniels, So, 
NT Cody Moore Jt, Had 5.5 TFLs, three sacks, recovered two fumbles, Cory Grant, Fr. 
DE Tommy Blake* Sr. All-American tries to become first-round pick, Allen Christopher, So. 
LB David Hawthorne’ Sr. Of 43 tackles in 2006, six were for loss. Robert Henson, Jt. 
LB Jason Phillips* dt. TCU's top returning tackler with 73, Daryl Washington, So. 
CB Nick Sanders* So, Had three INTs last year, one for a touchdown, ‘Alex Ibiloye, Fr. 
CB Torrey Stewart ‘Sr. Junior college transfer finished 2006 on a high note. Rafael Priest, So." 
WS David Roach* Sr. Former OB had 4.5 sacks for Frogs in 2006, Brian Bonner, St. 
SS__ Brian Bonner* Sr. _ Was second-team All-MWC at strong safety. Stephen Hodge, Jr. 


FS Steven Coleman dr, 


“Returning starter 


backing corps returns. Jason. Phillips, 
a junior, has started all 25 games in his 
career and is the Frogs’ top returning 
tackler with 73 stops. 

Joining him is David Hawthorne, who 
started all 13 games in 2006 and regis- 
tered 43 tackles. Super backup Robert 
Henson, who had 64 tackles despite not 


starting a game last year, also returns. 
Cornerback Nick Sanders picked off 
three passes a year ago. The other starting 
corner last season, Rafael Priest, was list- 
ed as a backup in the spring behind 
Torrey Stewart, a junior college transfer 
who really came on at the end of last year. 
TCU returns two starters in its three- 
safety system, including Brian Bonner, 
who had 9.5 tackles for loss, including 
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Had 10 tackles and a forced furnble in two starts. 


David Roach, Sr, 


4.5 sacks. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Special teams should be another 
strength. Chris Manfredini has been 
nearly automatic on shorter kicks — 
12 of 14 on field goal attempts last year 
and 35 of 38 as a collegian — and now 
has the job all to himself. 

‘The return game should be another 
weapon in the TCU arsenal. 

Brian Bonner led the MWC by aver- 
aging 12.7 yards per punt return, and he 
earned first-team all-league honors. as 
a return specialist. The Frogs are likewise 
set on kickoff returns with Donald 
Massey and others as big-play threats. 

— Steve Hunt 
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3 » Brian Johnson, “WR-Brent Casteel 
DE Mattail Burnett, LB Joe Jiannoni, 
DB Steve Tate, ‘P/PK vehi Sakoda 


The aes shout im up with thet 
‘Johnson, who redshirt- 
while seat an ACL injury. 
‘The receiving corps is solid, although 
questions: Yemain at fuisse back. 


‘The Utes lost the heart and so bal of the 
defense in four-year starter Eric Weddle, 
rovided most of the big plays 
on offe: The non-conference ‘schedule 
has a trio of tough games — at Oregon 
State, vs. UCLA, and at Louisville. 

rivet finer +44 


(CB/RB rie Weddle, OL ave i 
DL un Telavou 


‘The offense struggled without him, but, 
this year’s rebuilding task appears on the 
defensive side of the ball. That unit will 


have to step up for Utah to aj proximate 
iene ec aaeeet te 


Johnson Returns as Utes Plan for Another MWC Run 


ile most coaches, including 

Utah's Kyle Whittingham, point 

to the last two Mountain West Champs 

— BYU and TCU — as the teams to 
beat, no one can ever rule out Utah. 

The Utes still have a few carryovers 
from the 2004 team that went unbeaten 
and routed Pittsburgh in the Fiesta Bowl, 
although most of those players were 
simply observers, 

One of those was quarterback Brian 
Johnson, who backed up Heisman final- 
ist Alex Smith before setting his own path 
to stardom in 2005. But then he suffered 
a torn ACL late in the season, and that 
affected what Utah did in 2006. 

Whittingham promised to have a good 
quarterback a year ago. He just didn’t 
know which one of three would line up 
behind center. But when Johnson took an 
extra year to rehab the knee, the Utes 
struggled on offense. 

If not for the league's best defensive 
player, Eric Weddle, often dropping in to 
help the red-zone offense, the Utes would 
have been hard pressed to get to — and 
win — a fourth straight bowl game. 

The Utes are back, offensively at least, 
thanks to Johnson's return to good health. 
Which means you can’t rule out Utah. 

With a schedule featuring Oregon 
State and UCLA wrapping around an 
inordinately early Sept. 8 Mountain West 
opener with Air Force, Utah has an 
opportunity to make some early noise on 
the national scene. 

Still, there are some holes to fill on 
both sides of the ball, and no one expects 


Utah to come up with another guy like 
Weddle any time soon. 


OFFENSE 


The offense struggled without Brian 
Johnson last year, as he took a redshirt 
season to continue rehab for a torn ACL, 
suffered late in the 2005 season. That's 
when he was an 18-year-old true sopho- 
more, averaging 337 yards of total 
offense, ranked fourth in the country. 

Although his receivers were mostly 
Derrek 
Richards and Brian Hernandez are now 


new back then, Brent Casteel, 


accomplished veterans. 

If there was some rust on Johnson to 
start spring ball, there was none at the end. 

“He's back to 100 percent,” coach Kyle 
Whittingham said. “He has no limits.” 

As for the mobility needed to run the 
spread offense, Whittingham calls him 
“faster than ever.” 

Last year’s back-up, Oklahoma transfer 
Tommy Grady, returns as a senior and 
finally looked comfortable in the offense 
this spring after struggling in his few 
appearances last season. He’s a big gunner 
at 6-7, 235. 

The coaches don’t want Johnson to 
carry the entire offense, so the Utes need 
more from the running game, 
Historically, Utah has been most effective 
with a running back tandem, but last year 
the Utes couldn't find one consistent 
back, let alone two. 

USC transfer Darryl Poston is working 
on a rare seventh year of eligibility 
because of an injury-marred career. 
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The injury streak continued with a bro- 
ken foot in the spring, Mike Liti (knee) 
gave up football in late April. 

Utah's hopes rest with junior college 
transfer Matt Asiata, a 6-0, 235-pound 
junior college All-American who averaged 
6.3 yards a carry. He'll compete in fall 
camp with Poston, Darrell Mack and Ray 
Stowers. 

Four starters return to the line, which 
seems to dominate on an annual basis. 


DEFENSE 

The hub of the defense — All- 
American cornerback Eric Weddle — 
is gone. Two all-conference 300-pound 
defensive tackles followed him. 

‘The top returning player is senior end 
Martail Burnett, who led the Utes in 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2006 stats: 140.5 ypg rushing (4th in MWWG/S4nd NCAA), 227.9 passing (2nd/34th), 968.4 total offense (Srd/41st), 27.9 ppg (Srd/B3rd) 


COMMENT 


QB Brian Johnson Jt Ready to pick up where he left off in ‘05, Tommy Grady, Sr. 

RB Matt Asiata Jf, Utes are really counting on junior college All-American. _D. Mack, Jr/D. Poston, Sr." 
WR Derrek Richards* St.___Led Utes receivers in yards, catches last year. Freddie Brown, Jr, 
WR Brent Castel” vJr__He’s a receiving, running, returning threat. Freddie Brown, Jr. 
WR _ Brian Hernandez" Sr. Second in team catches last year with 46. Bradon Godirey, Jr. 
TE Matt Sims* St. Used primarily as a blocker. Colt Sampson, Jr. 

LT Jason Boone Sr. AlHleague candidate moves from right tackle, Jeremy Inferrera, Sr. 
LG Zane Beadles* So, _ Held up well as a freshman starter, Caleb Schlauderaff, Fr. 
C __Kyle Gunther* St. Asecond-year starter. Tyler Williams, So, 

RG Robert Conley* J. Third-year starter could push for MWC honors, Zane Taylor, Fr, 

RT Dustin Hensel Jr. Emergence allowed Boone to move to left tackle. Jeremy Inferrera, St. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


‘2006 stats: 106.5 ypg rushing (2nd in MWWG/22nd NCAA), 215.7 passing (7tWBOth), 322.1 total defense (4th/4ard), 19.8 ppg (3rd'37th) 


COMMENT 
Martail Burnett® 


Pass rusher should contend for All-MWC. 


Alex Puccinell, Sr. 


DT — Kenape Eliapo So. — Was a valuable backup as a freshman. Zeke Tuinei-Wily, So. 
NT Gabe Long St. Well+traveled; finally get his chance to start. Casey Sutera, Sr. 

DE — Greg Newman dt. Saw significant backup work in 2006, Koa Misi, So, 

LB Joe Jiannoni* Sr Second team All-MIWC last season. Mike Wright, So. 

LB Malakai Mokofisi Sr.__ Has extensive experience. Matt Martinez, Fr. 

LB Kyle Brady* Sr. Moves from strongside to “rover” position. Stevenson Sylvester, So. 
CB Sean Smith So. Converted receiver is a superb athlete. Justin Jones, So, 

CB Brice McCain* Jr. Utes’ fastest player at 4.32 seconds in 40. Mookie Murphy, Fr. 
$S Joe Dale So. Earned notice last year as special teams player, Deshawn Richard, Je. 
FS Sieve Tate* Sr Was second in MWC with 102 tackles. Rud. Rie, J. 
“Returning starter 


sacks with 5.5. 

The linebacking corps has the most 
returning experience, led by second- 
team All-MWC senior Joe Jiannoni in 
the middle. 

The best young talent in the secondary 
is sophomore Sean Smith, who moved 
from receiver to corner last season. With 
a spring to learn his new position, Smith 
made good on his promise to produce an 
interception in the spring game. 

Safety Steve Tate took advantage of 
teams trying to run plays away from 
Weddle. He was second in the MWC 
with 102 tackles. 

There's speed on the corner with jun- 
ior Brice McCain, although he is only 
5-9. He broke up five passes and has 
outstanding cover skills. 
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SPECIAL TEAMS 


Utah's biggest surprise last season was 
Louie Sakoda seizing both placekicking 
and punting jobs. He did both so well 
that he shared the league's special teams 
MVP award. 

He finished the year strong with four 
field goals in the Armed Forces Bowl win 
over Tulsa. He helped the Utes lead the 
nation in net punting with a 41.6-yard 
average. Besides averaging 44.0 yards, 
he placed 30 of 59 punts inside the 20. 

Ben Vroman returns to handle the 
kickoffs. 

The return game solidified when cor- 
nerback Brice McCain took over kickoff 
duties midway through last season. 


— Natalie Meisler 
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AT _A_GLANCE 


6-7 overall, 4-4 MWC (5th) 


Rocky Long — At New Mexico and 
overall: 52-57, 9 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
| 19; 8 offense, 10 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Donovan Porterie, WR Travis Brown, 
WR Marcus Smith, LB Cody Kase, 
| CB DeAndre Wright, CB Glover Quin 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


If the Lobos avoid their usual injury woes 
and the offensive line comes together, 
they-could have their most explosive 

and balanced offense ever under Long. 
The experienced defense ranks among 
UNM’s best in a few years. 


; POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


The offense must adjust to a new scheme 
and the offensive line needs some work. 
The kicking game is questionable. The 
Lobos are on the road for two of their 
first three games — at UTEP and Arizona. 


QB Kole McKamey, OL Robert Turner, 
LB Quincy Black, PK Kenny Byrd 


The Lobos finished on a downer last 
season, losing a home bow! game to 
San Jose State, They have the talent 
and experience to do better this season 
and crack the top three in the league, 
although November games at TCU and 
Utah likely will tell the tale. 


Revolving Coordinators Might Finally Work for Lobos 


OFFENSE 


Another year, another offense for New 
Mexico. 

Rocky Long, whose nine years at New 
Mexico mark the second-longest tenure in 
the conference, has his third offensive coor- 
dinator in as many years. Dave Baldwin, 
a former head coach at San Jose State and 
Cal State-Northridge, comes to the Lobos 
after four years at Michigan State. 

Baldwin will install a multiple attack, 
replacing Bob Toledo’s West Coast 
offense, which replaced the “just give the 
ball to record-setting running back 
DonTrell Moore” offense. 

Baldwin has plenty to work with at the 
skill positions. 

Sophomore Donovan Porterie owns the 
quarterback job after he was forced into the 
starting role midway through his redshirt 
freshman year. Porterie was the third starter 
last season, which threatened to go down in 
flames when senior Kole McKamey was 
lost to injury early in the year. 

“Last year’s problems at quarterback 
were a blessing for this year,” said Long. 

All Porterie did was produce game- 
winning drives in the final five minutes 
against Utah and Colorado State. In just 
eight games (five as a starter), he threw 
for nearly 1,000 yards. 

An even bigger surprise than Porterie was 
MWC rushing leader Rodney Ferguson, 
who picked up where Moore left off 
Ferguson dismissed any thoughts of a com- 
mittee approach and ran for 1,234 yards. 

New Mexico has two of the best 
receivers in the league in Marcus Smith 


and Travis Brown, both all-conference 


caliber three-year lettermen. 

There is some work to do on the line 
with two starters gone. If the Lobos avoid 
injuries and the line comes together, New 
Mexico could have its most explosive and 
balanced offense ever under Long. 


DEFENSE 

New Mexico developed into a MWC 
contender in recent years on the strength 
of its blitzing defense. New Mexico strug- 
gled in this area last season while under- 
going major rebuilding. 

This season, with 10 returning starters, 
New Mexico should return to the high 
standards of its previous blitzing units. 

The lone loss on defense was a big one 
in safety-middle linebacker Quincy 
Black, who led the Lobos with 114 tacl 
les, He played the hybrid position origi- 
nally defined by Brian Urlacher. 

Senior outside linebacker Cody Kase 


moves inside this season to assume that role. 

The strength of the secondary will be 
returning starters Glover Quin and 
DeAndre Wright at cornerback. With 
depth and experience throughout the 
defense, Long has flexibility and plans to 
keep everyone fresh with a deep rotation. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Next to Quincy Black, the most 
lamented graduation loss was kicker 
Kenny Byrd, a consistent performer on 
field goals and a standout on kickoffs. 

Punter Jordan Scott returns with his 
40.2-yard average. Ian Clark and Wright 
are back to return kicks again. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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UYOMING COWBOYS WYOMING 


COWBOYS tL 


AT A GLANCE 
"66 overall, 5-3 MWC (T-3rd) 
te Glenn — At sonata: 21-26, 4 years; 


: RETURNING STARTERS 
ie offense, 5 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


“0B Karsten Sween, WR Michael Ford, 
"TE Wade Betschart, LB Ward Dobbs, 
CB Julius Stinson | 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
a will have offensive balance from 


quarterback and depth at running 
eee is good cu at MS, 


etence schedule includes Virgi 
game at Boise State, z' 


Ih Wendling, DE Corey Meee. 
Chase Johnson, C Jason Karcher 


Skill Positions Look Fine ... 


OFFENSE 


Joe Glenn's perennial optimism head- 
ing into his fifth campaign is backed up 
on paper. 

Most of his outstanding receiving 
corps, an 1,184-yard rushing tandem and 
a sophomore quarterback who became 
a poised redshirt freshman starter just in 
time for Mountain West play are all head- 
liners this season. 

Quarterback Karsten Sween was 
elevated to starting status in the sixth 
game last year. He led Wyoming to five 
wins in the last seven contests, making 
the Cowboys bowl eligible, but the last 
bowl nod went to fourth-place New 
Mexico instead. 

This spring, Sween showed the value 
of that experience, even if he was under 
wraps with minor knee surgery. 

Glenn said. “The 
difference is he has been razor sharp. He 


“He is the real deal,” 


hits the bulls-eye and gets a tight spiral.” 

Providing insurance at the position is red- 
shirt junior Ian Hetrick, who had a breakout 
spring game, and senior Jacob Doss. 

Sween has a familiar receiving corps, 
led by sure-handed Michael Ford, second 
in MWC receptions. Speed comes from 
Hoost Marsh and sophomore Greg 
Bolling. Starting tight end Wade 
Betschart also returns. 

Ac running back, juniors Wynel Seldon 
and Devin Moore have game-breaking 
speed, though Moore needs to carry the 
ball more securely. The loss of three stand- 
out offensive linemen could impact pro- 
duction, but Glenn was encouraged by 


What About Both Lines? 


the competition in the spring. 


DEFENSE 


A restructuring of the defense last season, 
geared around a strong linebacking corps, 
paid big dividends. Never was the defense 
prouder than when it shut out bitter rival 
Colorado State for the first time since 1959. 

The defense’s strength this season is at 
linebacker, where all four starters return. 
Second-team AILMWC performer Ward 
Dobbs is ready to make a run at first-team 
honors. Senior Luke Chase is back to con- 
tinue dominating the inside with Dobbs. 

Glenn calls his returning corners, Julius 
Stinson and Michael Medina, two of the 
best in the league. Big-play safety John 
Wendling will be missed, but new starting 
safeties Michael Ray and Quincy Rogers 
saw extensive playing time in 2006. 

‘The three-man front is gone and three 
sophomores project as starters. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Cowboys took a hit in this 
department when sophomore kicker Aric 
Goodman, who made 10 of 16 field goal 
attempts last year, including a 52-yarder, 
decided to transfer, Jake Scott, a sopho- 
more, who handled some of the kicking 
duties last season, returns. 

Punter Billy Vinnedge has a big leg, as 
evidenced by his 43.2 yard average and 
a 50-yard average on seven punts in the 
spring game. The return game has speed 
and depth in receiver Hoost Marsh and 
running back Devin Moore. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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EAST 


WEST 


PICKING THE C-USA 


Shifting Power Leaves West in Command 


then the revamped Conference USA 

welcomed six new teams in 2005, it 
was easy to assume the East would hold 
an edge for the near future. 

After all, there was perennial power 
Southern Miss, two returning bowl 
teams in Memphis and UAB, and a pro- 
gram with a winning tradition in 
Marshall. Even East Carolina had gone to 
bowls from 1999 to 2001. 

The four new teams in the West — 
Tulsa, UTEP, SMU and Rice — hadn't 
exactly dominated the WAC. Retuming 
C-USA members Houston and Tulane 
were coming off losing seasons. 

The divisions have experienced 
a power shift in just two seasons. 

Tulsa won the C-USA title in 2005, and 
Houston won it last year. Of the confer- 


ence’s 11 bowl trips over the past two 
seasons, six have gone to four West 
teams ... and SMU was one win away 
from a bowl last year. 

“Everything goes in cycles, but you 
had (quarterback) Darrell Hackney leave 
UAB and (tailback) DeAngelo Williams 
leave Memphis in the same year (2004),” 
SMU coach Phil Bennett said. “That may 
have a lot to do with it, but I still think 
there's a lot of parity.” 

In fact, 48 conference games were 
decided by 10 points or less last year. 
Rice won five C-USA games by a total of 
15 points on its way to its first bowl 
since 1961. 

“In Division I-A in general, you can 
take out the top 10-12 teams, and from 
13 to 100, I'm not sure there's 10 points 


difference in any of them,” Houston 
coach Art Briles said. “A lot of it is about 
who gets hot at the right time.” 

Could it be the way the West plays? 
Houston, Tulsa, SMU, Rice and UTEP all 
like to spread the field as often as possible. 
C-USA’s Western winning trend appears 
as if it will continue this season. 

Southem Miss looks like the only 
established title contender in the East, 
while the West boasts Houston, Tulsa 
and up-and-coming SMU. 

“Tve got to go with us,” Briles said. 

“After that, there are five or six 
schools that are all capable of making a 
run and winning their divisions. A lot of 
it will have to do with who plays who at 
the right time and who gets the breaks.” 

— Richard Scott 


nference USA P 


Good news 


1. Southern Miss 


3. ULF 


U, Marshall 


5. Memphis 


6. UAB. 


1, Houston 


2. Tulsa of 
iq i a 


3. SMU 


4. UTEP 


5. Rice 


6. Tulane 


ip confidence and New starting OB; OT SirVincent Rogers 


Bad news 


prove, PK Darren McCaleb hard to replace. 


Passing game is loaded with uncertainty, 


foad schedule presents a steep challenge. 


to his WRs? Lack of proven runner won't help. 


i Cees ifthe UC linemen don't come through, Tigers 
more settled. — 


could be in trouble. Also holes at DB and LB. 


returns only eight starters from 3-9 team. 


likely will miss season due to injury. 


“secondary and receiver. 


ee ees in four-week period. 


Lost defensive leaders; road games at Southern ‘Schedule won't help, but time has come for SMU 


Our call 


6 a starters retum from rugged defense; OB Jeremy Young and WRs still have alotto The Golden Eagles appear to be the only estab- ) 
ue's best tandem of tallbacks. 


lished title contender in a down division. 


New on-campus stadium might energize the pro- 
‘gram, but Knights must learn to win close games. 


Herd appears to be on the verge of tangible 
progress but remains a year away. 


‘Things won't likely be as bad as they were last 
year, but much improvement is needed. 


team, how much worse wil they be this year? 


A | change brings a more physical Program has really fallen the past two years, _If the Blazers were bad last year with an experienced 
disciplined approach, 


Art Briles will find a quarterback ... and most of 
‘the rest of the pieces are already in place. 


(Acore of pl has played n two consecutive There are big holes to fill at offensive line, Players and schedule (Houston and SMU at home, 


no Southern Miss) make Tulsa a title contender. 


‘to have a winning record and earn a bowl, 


(Shami the offseason trying to be tougher, Miners start over in the passing game, are After faltering with an experienced team last year, » 
~ more disciplined and better on special teams. counting on a fot of young players. 


@young team should bring hunger and energy. 


‘Won five C-USA games by 15 points last year; it will be 


‘grams second coaching change in two years. _difficutt to pull that off in a second consecutive season. 


al ee new coaching staff ‘Both starting lines should be decent, but the Turnaround won't happen overnight; best Tulane > 


“1s trying to instil much-needed toughness. _fack of depth in both areas is a big concern. 


can do is become tougher, more disciplined. 
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Lindy’s 2007 
ALL C-USA Team 


OFFENSE - First Team 


QB Paul Smith Sr. Tulsa 


RB Damion Fletcher So. Southern Miss 

| RB. Kevin Smith dr. UCF 
WR Jarett Dillard Jr. Rice 
WR~ Emmanuel Sanders So. SMU 
TE Shawn Nelson dr. Southern Miss 
Doug Legursky Sr. Marshall 

OL ~ Chris Clark Sr. Southern Miss 

} OL Brandon Pearce Jr. Memphis 
OL Robby Heos Sr. Rice. 

| OL Jeff Akeroyd Sr. Houston’ 
} AP Anthony Alridge Sr. Houston 
PK — Jarod Tracy Jr. Tulsa 
DL Albert McClellan Jr. Marshall 
DL Marcus Hands dr East Carolina 
DL Robert Henderson Sr. Southern Miss 
DL Phillip Hunt Je Houston 
LB | Reggie Carrington Sr. SMU 
LB’ Jeremy Jones Sr. UTEP 
LB Nelson Coleman — Sr. Tulsa 

| DB Quintin Demps Sr. UTEP 
DB Brandon Sumrall Sr. Southern Miss 


DB Joe Burnett dr. UCF 
} OB — Bryan MeCann So. SMU 
Thomas Morstead Jr. SMU. 


QB ~ Justin Willis So. SMU 
| RB Courtney Tennial Sr. Tulsa 
RB Matt Forte Sr. Tulane 


{| WR Duke Calhoun So. Memphis. 
| WR~ Donnie Avery Sr. Houston 
) TE. Cody Slate So. Marshall 
| © Robby Felix Jt. UTEP 
} OL Josh Coffman Sr. East Carolina 
| OL Michael Parenton Jr. Tulane 

OL Andy Smith ‘Sr. Memphis 

OL Walter Boyd Sr. Tulsa 
} AP Emmanuel Spann dr. Marshall 


Ben Bell Houston 


DL Cory Muse Sr SMU 
DL Greg Terrell So. Memphis 
DL Martavius Prince Sr. Southern Miss 
DL — Moton Hopkins Je Tulsa 
LB Chris Chamberlain Sr. Tulsa 
LB Brian Raines Jr. Rice 
LB Quentin Cotton J ECU 
DB Braxton Amy So. UTEP. 
DB Johnell Neal Sr. UCF 
DB Rocky Schwartz Sr. Houston 
DB Andrew Sendejo So. Rice 


P_ Britt Barefoot Jr. Southern Miss 


THE BIG ONES 


TALENT 


~ 
QU 
2 
8 
fs 
i“ 


HONOR AGLL 


Sept. 1 
Sept. 3 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 8 
| Sept. 8 
Sept. 15 


Texas Tech at SMU 
North Carolina at Ez 


BYU at Tulsa 
Texas at UCF 
SMU at TCU 
Oklahoma at Tulsa 


Sept. 15 


Sept. 22 
| Sept. 22 
| Sept. 27 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 27 
Oct. 27 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 10 


Houston at UTEP. 
SMU at Tulsa 

‘SMU at Houston 
Houston at Tulsa 


1. Quintin Demps 
2. Jaret Dillard = WR 
3.Shawn Nelson TE 
| A.doe Bure! ——CB-PR Jc 
5. Nelson Coleman Si Tuk 
6. Doug Legursky Marshall 
7. Robby Felix UEP 
| 8. Damion Fletcher 
9. Cody State TE 
| 10. Emmanuel Sanders WF 


Most Offensive 
Valuable Player of the 
Player Year 
Jarrett Dillard Paul Smith 
WR, Rice QB, Tulsa 


Most Accurate Passer 
Strongest Arm 
Best Scrambler 

| Coolest in the Clutch 
Toughest to Bring Down 
Best Hands 


Most Dangerous Deep Threat 
Best Pass Blocker 
Best Run Blocker 
| Best Pass Rusher 
Best Cover Comer 
Special Teams Demon 


East Carolina at Virginia Tech 


West Virginia at Marshall 


Southern Miss at Tennessee 


Southern Miss at Boise State 
SMU at Southern Miss 


row! Connection 


Champion Liberty vs. SEC 
C-USA #2 GMAC vs. MAC. 
C-USA #3 Texas vs. Big 12 
C-USA #4 Hawaii vs. WAC. 
C-USA #5 Papajohns.com 
vs. Big East 
C-USA #6 New Orleans vs. 


‘Sun Belt champ 


nd pick 
esire for ball 
"2 back from injury-plagued 'Ot 
ise opponent jed him. 


There's no avoiding Coleman at middle linebacker 
Strong, tough, veteran leader for young team, 


Defensive Newcomer 
Player of the of the 
Year Year 
Albert McClellan. James Casey 
DL, Marshall DE, Houston 


Paul Smith, Tulsa 

dustin Willis, SMU 

Chase Clement. Rice 
Martin Hankins, Memphis 
Damion Fletcher, Southern Miss 
Cody Slate, Marshall 
Emmanuel Sanders, SMU 
Chris Clark, Southern Miss 
Doug Legursky, Marshall 
Albert McClellan, Marshall 
Joe Burnett, UCF 

Damon Hurst, SMU 
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AT A GLANCE 


40:4 overall, 7-1 C-USA (Ast, West) 


}) Art Briles: At Houston and overall: 
} 26-24, 4 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
15; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker 


“PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Anthony Alridge, WR Donnie Avery, 
WR Jeton Harvey, OL Jeff Akeroyd, 

TE Mark Hafner, CB Kenneth Fontenette, 
| DE Phillip Hunt, $8 Rocky Schwartz 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Most skill position players are back for 
the defending league champs, including 
last year’s leading rusher Anthony Alridge 
and a number of talented pass catchers. 
Veteran defense has some playmakers, and 
gets $$ Rocky Schwartz back from injury. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Last year’s C-USA Offensive Player of the 
Year Kevin Kolb is gone, and that might be 
enough to derail the whole offense. Road 
games at Oregon and Alabama could hurt 
Houston's national credibility .,. of course, 
there's a big opportunity there, too. 


0B Kevin Kolb, RB Jackie Battle, 
WR Donnie Avery, WR Vincent Marshall, 
OL Sterling Doty, LB Wade Koehl, 
DB Will Gulley, DL Marquay Love 


Briles has no shortage of talent and, even 
though the quarterback situation isn’t 
ideal, he has a proven offensive system. 
‘All the other very good pieces on offense, 
along with improvement on defense, make 
Houston the favorite to repeat as 
Conference USA champion. 


HOUSTON 


HOUSTON 


BON rig cor) 


COUGAR 


Cougars Should Challenge for Title Again 


I ast year, the Cougars were the cla 


Conference USA, capturing their 


| 


first league crown since 1996 and playing 


in their second straight bowl game. 
Houston also racked up the hardware 
with quarterback Kevin Kolb earning 
C-USA Offensive Player of the Year hon- 
ors, Art Briles being named the league’ 
Coach of the Year, and four seniors gar- 
nering first-team all-conference honors. 
All but Briles are gone, and with those 
losses come questions. The biggest is, 
who will start under center? A battle 
between Blake Joseph and redshire fresh- 
man Cas 


Keenum will settle that. 

As the reigning league champs, UH 
won't sneak up on anyone in 2007. Briles 
upgraded his non-conference schedule 
with trips to Alabama and Oregon, plus 
a home date with Colorado State. 

That means that once the meat of the 
league slate rolls around, the Cougars will 
be ready for whatever C-USA can dish 
out ... although the record might take 


a hit in the meantime. 


OFFENSE 


Four- starter Kevin Kolb turned 


into a second-round pick of the 
Philadelphia Eagles, and his replacement 
in this high-powered offense will be ... 
Check back later on that. 
Blake Joseph, 


threw just cight passes in 2006, seems first 


last year’s backup who 


in line, but redshirt freshman Case Keenum 
performed well during spring practice. 
That led Briles to say there will be 


of 


battle once 


a full-fledged quarterback 


two-a-days start in August. How quickly 


Joseph or Keenum make the transition 
will tell a lot about whether Houston is 
able to repeat as league champs. 

There will no break-in time, as the 
Cougars open at Oregon, and a game at 
Alabama looms on Oct. 6. 

For sure, Houston won't be empty- 
handed when it plays those big boys on 
the road. 
rusher Anthony 


Last year’s top 


Alridge, who ran for 959 yards and eight 


touchdowns on just 


that’s an amazing 10.1 yards per carry — 


is back for more. He really emerged dur- 
ing the second half of last season and now 
the 5-9, 170-pound senior should put 
a full year together, 

He is backed up by redshirt freshmen 
Randall Antoine, who had an impressive 
spring game and has a bit more power, 
and Andre Kohn. 

Houston is loaded at wide receiver, 
with Donnie Avery and Jeron Harvey 


considered the league’s top 


tandem. Avery caught 57 pas 


852 yards and five scores, while Harvey 
hauled in 41 passes for 671 yards and 
four touchdowns. 

Sophomore Chris Gilbert steps in at 
slot receiver. Tight end Mark Hafner, 
who last year averaged an impressive 
15.3 yards per catch, is another great 
option through the air. 

As for the line, most of that unit 


returns intact. Left guard Jeff Akeroyd 
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is an all-conference candidate, while 
Michael Bloesch moves from left guard, 
where he started the final 10 games of 
2006, to right guard. Also back is right 
tackle Dustin Dickinson, who has started 
26 straight games. 

Center Carl Barnett was a member of 
the 2006 C-USA All-Freshmen ‘Team. 
Missing is talented left tackle SirVincent 
Rogers, who likely will sit out the season 
due to a knee injury. 


DEFENSE 


Briles says the defense might have to carry 
the offense early, given the uncertain quarter- 
back situation. That would be a switch. 

The front seven in Briles’ 3-4 scheme 
could be a strength. Houston returns two 
of three starters on the line. End Phillip 


‘COMMENT 


Blake Joseph 


Last year’s backup battles Keenum for starting spat. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Case Keenum, Fr. 


RB Anthony Alridge* Sr. Nation's top returning rusher by average (10.1 ype). Randall Antoine, Fr. 
WR Jeron Harvey* Sr.__Teams with Avery in C-USA’ top recelving duo, Tim Monroe, So. 

WR Chris Gilbert So. — Sophomore should get the nod at slot position. Perry McDaniel, Sr. 
WR Donnie Avery” St. One of league's fastest players back for senior year. Brennan Gleason, Jr, 
TE Mark Hafner* Jt Considered one of league's top returning tight ends, ‘Wesley Scourten, Fr. 
UT Matt Hart So. _He and Vollmer will vie for starting nod. Sebastian Vollmer, Jr. 
LG Jeff Akeroyd* Sr. Second-team All-C-USA lineman can also play guard. Jerrod Butler, So. 

C Carl Barnett So. Member of 2006 C-USA All-Freshiman Team. Matt Parker, Fr. 


RG Michael Bloesch” Jr. 


Started final 10 games of 2006 at left guard, 


Jared Lindsey, Fr. 


RT Dustin Dickinson’ Sr. 


“Returning starter 


Has started 26 straight games, dating to 2005, 


Jordan Shoemaker, Fr 


Scouting Report: Defense 


‘2006 stats: 148.4 ypg rushing (Sth C-USA/68th NCAA), 208.0 ypg passing (4th/70th), 361.4 yng total defense (4th/72nd), 23.5 ppg (4th/64th) 


STRATER YR, COMMENT 


Phillip Hunt* Jt. 


Led team with eight sacks and 12 tackles for loss in'06. Brian West, So. 


IACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


NT Cody Pree* Jf, Will compete with fellow junior Stewart for job. Tate Stewart, Jr. 

DT ENAsh Jt Should provide great pressure from interior spot, Billy Hartford, So. 
OLB Brendan Pahulu* Sr. Solid spring performance solidified his starting status,  Shomari Williams, So. 
MLB Cody Lubojasky” Jr, His 90-tackles last year were third-most on Cougars, Rodney Rideau, Jr. 
WLB Trent Allen* Sr. Ranked second on team with 95 stops in 2006, Rodney Rideau, Jr. 
OLB Stephen James Jf Oklahoma State transfer impressed during spring drills. James Francis, Jr. 


CB Quinte Williams J 
CB Kenneth Fontenette* Jr 


Houston native played in all 14 games a season ago, 
Started 11 games at three different positions a year ago. 


Carson Blackmon, So, 
Kellan Yanoy, Sr. 


$$ Rocky Schwartz Sr. 


Cougars could find way to get both on the field. 


Ernest Miller, Jt." 


FS Joseph Gonzales Sr. 
“Returning starter 


Hunt, who led the team with eight sacks 
and 12 tackles for loss, is one holdover. 

Cody Pree should compete with Tate 
Stewart for the starting role at nose tack- 
le. Ell Ash takes over at the other tackle 
spot and should provide good pressure. 

‘Three-fourths of the linebacking corps 
returns, Trent Allen is the team’s top 
returning tackler with 95, while Cory 
Lubojasky’s 90 tackles ranked second. 
Stephen James, a transfer from Oklahoma 
State, was impressive during spring and 
likely secured a starting spot at outside 
linebacker. 

A key member of the secondary could 
be strong safety Rocky Schwartz, who 
missed most of last season due to injury 
but was the team’s leading tackler in 
2005. Still limited this spring, he should 


Figures to be healthy after offseason shoulder surgery. 


Brandon Brinkley, So, 


be ready to go in the fall, perhaps as an 
outside linebacker. 

Kenneth Fontenette, who started 
11 games at three different positions 


a year ago, should settle in at cornerback, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Ben Bell returns after hitting 14 of 18 
field goal attempts. The Cougars will 
have a new punter with the top candidate 
being freshman Tommy Skinner, who 
kicked well during the spring. 

Anthony Alridge and Donnie Avery 
are explosive returning kickoffs. 
Returning punts will be Teric Williams 
but freshmen Randall Antoine and speed- 
ster Anthony Reasno, a former track star, 
should also get a shot. 


— Steve Hunt 
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| Paso is still in love with Mike Price, 
who rejuvenated the program when he 
arrived in 2004, but the honeymoon is over. 

The immediate expectations Price cre- 
ated in his first two seasons — each 
culminating with bow! game appearances 
— created a fan base that likely will begin 
to jump ship if the Miners have a repeat 
of last year’s 5-7 season. 

And when Price says last year’s team — 
headed by the school’s all-time leading 
passer Jordan Palmer and all-time leading 
receiver Johnnie Lee Higgins Jr. — was 
better in spring than this year’s team was, 
things might not appear to be headed in 
the right direction, 

“Last spring, I thought we were 
a pretty good team,” Price said. 

“But as the season went along, 
we never got better. In fact, we might 
have regressed as the season went along. 
But this year, just in the spring, you can 
tell this is a team improving every day. 
We won't just stand still.” 

Asked if a Conference USA title and 
a return to a bowl game are realistic, 
despite the loss of Palmer, Higgins and 
25 other seniors, Price was to the point. 
“Absolutely,” he said. 


The departure of last year’s senior stars 
might be a blessing in disguise. The 
Palmer-Higgins one-two punch led 
a passing attack that led Conference USA 
and was fifth in the nation with 
312.8 yards a game. 

Bur 84 percent of the offense coming 
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through the air made it far too easy for 
the Miners to abandon the run game. 
The result was 57.6 rushing yards per 
game, which was last in Conference USA 
and 116th in the country. 

Price vows to return to the balance 
with which he has found success through- 
out the years. Five returning starters on 
the line (despite three missing spring 
drills after various surgeries) and running 
backs Marcus Thomas (755 all-purpose 
yards) and Terrell Jackson (Oregon trans- 
fer) will allow that to happen. 

The improvement in the run game will 
need to be drastic after a season in which 
nine players combined for just 691 yards 
on the ground. 

“If you look at it, when we have 
a 1,000 yard rusher, we have a winning 
season every time,” Price said. “It’s that 
simple.” 

Five quarterbacks — none who have 
ever started a Division I-A game — 
battled in the spring. Freshman Trevor 
Vittatoe looks like he won the job, beat- 
ing out Lorne Sam, whose value at wide 
receiver — he split time between the 
positions in 2006 — may hurt his shot at 
being the quarterback. 

Along with Sam, the receiving corps 
will try to replace Higgins by committee. 

Senior Joe West is the leading return- 
ing receiver (496 yards), but sophomore 
Jeff Moturi could be the home-run threat 
that replaces Higgins’ ability to stretch 
the field. Florida State transfer Fred 
Rouse will factor in the mix, as will two 
experienced tight ends — Jake Sears and 
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Jamar Hunt, who combined to catch 
38 passes for 391 yards and four touch- 
downs. 


DEFENSE 


Price said he takes the blame for last 
year’s struggles because of how he 
handled the injury to Jeremy Jones, who 
broke his leg in practice two games into 
the season. 

“After that, I sort of backed off from 
too much contact in practice, and we got 
soft,” Price said. “Thae’s the last thing you 
want in football, so the blame is on my 
shoulders.” 

Jones is healthy again and should 
return to being the same tackling 
machine he was in 2005, when his 
130 stops helped make him a second- 


r. Had the best spring in five-way race. Lome Sam, Sr. 
RB Marcus Thomas* ‘Sr. Had 755 all-purpose yards in ‘06, 39 receptions. Terrell Jackson, Jr. 
WR Lome Sam Sr.__ Value at wide receiver huris his chance to start at quarterback. Fred Rouse, So. 
WR Jeff Moturi So. Home run threat that has Higgins-lke speed. Brandon Jordan, Fr. 
WR _Joe West* Sr._Leading returning receiver with 496 yards. Kris Adams, Fr. 
TE _ Jake Sears* Sr.__ Both tight ends will play; combined 38 catches and 391 yards. Jamar Hunt, Jt, 
LT__Mike Aguayo” So. Earned starting job late in season. Alex Solot, Fr. 
LG Cameron Raschke* So. May not be fully recovered from October ACL surgery. Anthony Metlac, So. 
C Robby Felix" Jt, _ Started all 24 games in his career at center. Tanner Cullumber, Fr. 
RG James Riley" Sr. 12-game starter last year; had ankle surgery in November. Colby Meek, So. 
RT — Tyler Ribitzki* dr. “Big Rib” is recovering from November knee surgery, Oniel Cousins, Sr. 
“Returning starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 
| ‘2006 stats: 152.4 ypg rushing (10th in CUSA/87th NCAA), 242.5 passing (Bth/ 106th), 394.9 total defense (Bth’104th), 31.3 ppg (10th/107th) 


Dane O'Neill 
James Olalekan 


Played in every game in 


3; battle for job not over. 


Landon Goodwell, 
Charles Ofili, Jr, 


OT —_ Ja-Boy Leomiti Jt, Junior college transfer was most impressive DT in spring. Chris Moore, So. 

DE Jason Boyce Jt. Junior college recruit outperformed two redshirts in spring, Will Osolinsky, Fr. 

LB Jeremy Jones* Sr._Heart of defense back after broken leg in 2006. Aaron Sims, So. 

LB Adam Vincent Jr._ Arizona State transfer had 13 tackles in 2005. Brian Wilkins, So. 

LB Emeri Spence* Sr, 58 tackles, five for loss in 11 games last year, Tw. Monroe, Sr. 

CB Josh Ferguson* Sr. Senior had 58 tackles and two interceptions last year. Melvin Stephenson II, So, 
CB Cornelius Brown So. Will split time with McCullouch, who redshirted In'06. Tim McCullouch, Sr. 

SS Braxton Amy ‘So. Had five starts at linebacker in ‘06. Da’Mon Cromartie-Smith, So. 
FS Quintin Demps* Sr, 12 career interceptions; leading retuming tackler (67),  Roddray Walker, Jr, 


“Returning starter 

team all-conference performer. Arizona 
State transfer Adam Vincent will man the 
middle spot and look 
to replace Troy Collavo (125 tackles). 


linebacker 


The line will feature four new faces, 
which is good considering last year’s 
group allowed 152 yards rushing per 
game. Junior college transfers Ja-Boy 
Leomiti (tackle) and Jason Boyce (right 
end) should lead the charge. 

C-USA 
All-Freshman selection after averaging 


Braxton Amy was a 
8.2 tackles a game in his five starts at 
weak-side linebacker after Jones was hurt. 
He will return to his more natural posi- 
tion of strong safety. 

All-conference free safety Quintin 
Demps and cornerback Josh Ferguson 
lend senior leadership and experience to 


a secondary that allowed more than 
242 passing yards a game. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Price wants a rededication to special 
teams now that the Miners no longer 
have the luxury of kicker Reagan 
Schneider, Hotchkiss 
or even their long snapper. 

Schneider, who hit 16 of 20 field goal 
attempts last season, including a long of 


punter Ryan 


56 yards, will be the toughest void to fill. 
Jose Martinez. will get the job in the fall, 
but how ready he will be is still a question 
after ACL surgery in February kept him 
out of spring drills. 
Redshirt freshman Kyle Petersen will 
assume the punting duties. 
— Geoff Grammer 
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A LOOK BACK 


5 YEARS AGO (2002) 

Perhaps most notably, Nebraska was absent from the Big 12 race, slip- 
ping to fourth place in the North — the first time in 34 years that 
the Comhuskers didn’t win at least nine games, Colorado and 
Oklahoma captured the division titles, and OU blitzed 'em in the Big 
12 Championship Game, as the Sooners had in the regular season. 


> 


Big 12 Champion: Oklahoma (12-2, 6-2). 
Big 12 Player of the Year: Terence Newman, CB, Kansas State. 
Heisman Trophy: Carson Palmer, QB, Southern California. 


National Champion: Ohio State (14-0) shocked top-ranked 
Miami in the Fiesta Bowl, 31-24, in double overtime after 
getting a controversial pass interference penalty to go its way 
at the end of the first overtime. 


10 YEARS AGO (1997) 

In Year Two of the new conference, Nebraska was perfect, wallop- 
ing South champion Texas A&M in the Big 12 title game, 52-15. 
The Huskers were so convincing in a 42-17 Orange Bowl rout of 
third-ranked Tennessee, voters in the coaches poll moved them 
from No. 2 past Michigan to share the national title. It was the 
third in four years for Tom Osborne, who then retired (and the 
Huskers have never been the same). 


> Big 12 Champion: Nebraska (13-0, 8-0). 
PP Big 12 Player of the Year: Ricky Williams, RB, Texas. 


> Heisman Trophy: Charles Woodson, DB-WR-RS, Michigan; 
Williams was fourth and would win it the following season. 


p> National champion: Nebraska (13-0, coaches poll) beat 
Tennessee in the Orange, 42-17; Michigan (12-0, AP poll) 
beat Washington State in the Rose Bowl, 21-16. 


15 YEARS AGO (1992) 


Texas A&M went undefeated, but sat at No. 4 while Alabama and 
Miami played for the national title. The Aggies lost to No. 5 Notre 
Dame in the Cotton Bowl, 28-3. For the second year in a row, the 
Big Eight did not have a team finish in the Top 10, after Nebraska 
was drilled by Florida State in the Orange Bowl. 


> 
> 
a 


Big Eight Champion: Nebraska (9-3, 6-1). 


Big Eight Player of the Year: Derek Brown, RB, Nebraska; 
Deon Figures, CB, Colorado. 


SWC Champion: Texas A&M (12-1, 7-0). 
SWC Player of the Year: Lloyd Hill, WR, Texas Tech. 
Heisman Trophy: Gino Torretta, QB, Miami. 


Wav Viv) GY. 


National champion: Alabama won its seventh official 
national title by thrashing the heavily favored Hurricanes, 
34-13, hammering their Heisman Trophy winner and snapping 
their 29-game winning streak. 


20 YEARS AGO (1987) 


The Big Eight race was decided when No. 2 Oklahoma scored 17 unan- 
swered points in the second half to upend No. 1 Nebraska, 17-7, in 
Lincoln. The Sooners, though, were knocked off by Miami (in Miami, 
of course). The Southwest Conference also came down to its big game 
— with Texas A&M capturing the league title by beating Texas, 20- 
13. The Aggies then beat Notre Dame in the Cotton Bowl, 35-10. 


p> Big Eight Champion: 
Oklahoma (11-1, 7-0). 


Big Eight Player of the Year: 
Thunnan Thomas, RB, 
Oklahoma State. 


> 


SWC Champion: Texas A&M 
(10-2, 6-1). 


SWC Player of the Year: 
Tony Jeffery, RB, TCU. 


Heisman Trophy: Tim Brown, 
WR-RS, Notre Dame, who was 
manhandled by the Aggies in the Cotton Bowl. 


National champion: No. 2 Miami (12-0) beat No. 1 Oklahoma 
in the winner-take-all Orange Bowl, 20-14. 


25 YEARS AGO (1982) 


Nebraska's only blemish during a 12-1 season was a 27-24 loss 

at eventual national champ Penn State. The Huskers wrapped up 
a perfect conference season with a 28-24 victory over Oklahoma, 
then beat LSU 21-20 in the Orange Bowl to finish No. 3. Eric 
Dickerson-led SMU went unbeaten, but it wasn’t easy. The Ponies 
won their first three SWC games by a total of 12 points, and later 
was tied by Arkansas. They never lost, though, and eked out a 7-3 
Cotton Bowl win over Pittsburgh to wind up No. 2 in the polls. 


> 
> 
> 
> 


Big Eight Champion: Nebraska (12-1, 7-0). 


Big Eight Player of the Year: Mike Rozier, RB, Nebraska; 
Rick Bryan, DT, Oklahoma. 


SWC Champion: SMU (11-0-1, 8-0-1). 
SWC Player of the Year: Eric Dickerson, RB, SMU. 


Heisman Trophy: Herschel Walker, RB, Georgia; Dickerson 
was third. 


VvVVY VY 


National champion: No. 2 Penn State upended top-ranked 
Georgia, 27-23, in the Sugar Bowl. 


30 YEARS AGO (1977) 


With quarterback Thomas Lott running the wishbone behind 
another outstanding OU line, Oklahoma coasted in the Big Eight, 
finishing two games ahead of the field. Texas won the SWC on the 
strength of a 13-9 victory over Arkansas. Still, after the top- 
yanked and unbeaten Longhorns, led by Heisman winner Earl 
Campbell, lost to Notre Dame in the Cotton Bowl, the Razorbacks 
leapfrogged the Longhorns to No. 3 in the final polls. 


Big Eight Champion: Oklahoma (10-2, 7-0). 
Big Eight Player of the Year: Terry Miller, RB, Oklahoma State. 
SWC Champion: Texas (11-1, 8-0). 

SWC Player of the Year: Earl Campbell, RB, Texas. 

Heisman Trophy: Earl Campbell, RB, Texas. 


VVVVVY 


National champion: In a wild finish to the season, No. 5 
Notre Dame (11-1) beat No. 1 Texas in the Cotton Bowl, and 
No. 2 Oklahoma and No. 4 Michigan also lost ... and the Irish 
got the votes over No. 3 Alabama, which had beaten Ohio 
State in the Sugar. 
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MOST VALUABLE PAINTS 


[ since 1806 

Valspar. 

Makers of fine interior & exterior paints, primers, stains, 
clears & cleaners for almost 200 years 


Clean Up Your Painting 
Messes With 


"Make it look like you 


were never there" 


For more information 
on Valspar products 
call 800.845.9061 
‘or visit us on the web 
www. valsparcom 


